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AN “Argentine Ball™ was recently

given in Wellingion in aid of the
Community Club, and ncarly a thou-
sand dancers. costumed in every con-
ceivable kind of faucy dress, assem-
bled in the Town Hall.  The hall
Lad been destgnated a4 " Paper™ Ball,
aud it was aimost impossible to he-
lieve that the beautiful and pictur-

esque  dresses  vere  fashioned  of
paper.  In faet, some of the ccono-
mically-minded women present seri-
ously considered the possibility  of

utilising this Dennison paper for or-
dinary wear. What about paper
overalls for morming wear in the
house?  Paper frocks d{or semi-
evening and  summer  wear ! Think
of the saving in drapers’ bills, not
to mention those of the laundrey
department,  They are not suggested
for street wear, at least, not when
a Wellington wind is raging, but for
some other occasions it scems that
paper dresses might be given a trial.

Miss May Carruthers, as an carly
Victorian lady. wen the ladies’ prize.
her dress being  carvied out  very
charmingly in deep orange paper, Mr.
I. Connor. representing “State Pub-
tHcity,” was awarded the gentlemen's
prize.  Madame Fleck and My, Page
were the judges, and among so many
heautiful and orviginal costumes, their
task was a difficult one.  The origin-
ator and orgauiser of the hall was
Mrs. Rohert Jobnson, and the great
success of the ball, which was in aid
of the Commumity Club for Terri-
torials and Senior Cadets, was large-
by due to her energy and organising
ahility.
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AUCKLAND'S Joy Week, after
providing gaiety for thousands

of folk, is now a thing of the past.
The Venetian Water Carnival was
one of the most popular of the many
forms of enjoyment provided, and its
unique beauty and spectacular charm
will  long remain in the memorics of all
who were fortunate enough to view it
The line of decorated boats, hung with
gay balloons and lanterns, moving
across the harbour and led Dby ahe
marshat, in his beautitully decorated
lauuch, to the dock was like a1 scene
{rom Fairvland, The auxiliary yacht.
the Lady Sterling, bedecked  with
coloured lights, lanterns, ribbons and
ferns, seemed a veritable {airy ship
as she passed up the quict waterway.
with a Dbrilliant array of smaller craft
following  her.  Gondolas,  Chinese
junks, and cvery deseription of  pic-
turesgue vessel vet invented were in
this procession  represented, King
Neptune held  court, and the Mack
Scnnett  hathing  beauties  caused
strange  futterings  in the  cardiac
area of the male onlookers: and with
music. song and laughter the Venc-
tian  Water Carnival  turned  Auck-
land’s waterwayrs into a magic scene
ul beauty and delight.
o o o <

Y Dunedin Women's Club re-

cently held an exhibition of Flow-
ers, Arts and Crafts, a delightiul
combination, autitul pewter and
enamel work, basket waork, fascinat-
ing lingerie, flowers of ninon and
gold, water colour sketches and lea-
ther work were exhibited. A large
number of members was preseat. and
several tea partivs were given,
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HE officers of H.ALS. “Labur-

nuit and members of the Wil-
Hamson Company, who were playing
in Dunedin at the thme, were present
at the cabaret at the Savay one
urdav evening lately, A very gay
and enjovable cvening was spent. BBy
otsaide Duncdin has, until ladely,
heen regarded as rather a “deur”
city, but really she daes seem tahave
her full share of gajeties. Tt s quite
passible that the case with which the
Scoteh adjective enmbines with the
pame. making “Dour Duoedin” s
responsible for the hase fabrication.
Tn much the same mamer, Welling-
torr s referred to as “Windy Wel-
lington.”  Reallv, it is rather hard
tn hear, in spite of Shakespearce's
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comiorting  observation.  Wellington
residents candidly  admit that  some-
times 1 really s windy in Welling-
ton: hat they do not like the capital
city to he ntroduced to strangers and
forever held ap as the only windy
place in Maoriland,  They arc prone
to mention a certain town in Tara-
nakl, where, when the “Mountain”™
wind is hlowing, it 15 almost impos-
sible to retain one’s footing  upon
Mother Ifarth:; and where, not s0
many vears ago, a large twe-storied
building was actually blown down,
and later, during another blow, the
top of a van was carried off by the
wind and deposited in a wood and

trouble to pretend to be  drieadly,
but with hair-raising mutterings and
bellowimegs, pawed the turi with an
mnpatient  foot, paw, or hoeof, what-
ever a bull cails s pedal extremi-
ties, wd executed various other stunts
that cansed  the reverend  gentiemen
to decide that diseretion was much
the better part of valour,  Frenziedly
they  glanced about for a place ol
safety: a handy tree held out friendly
arms, and two of the agitated par-
sons  swanued nimbly up ity trunk.
The third, being ol generous propor-
tions, alas, could not follow the
example of his reverend brethren, and
thie bull, by this time being thorough-
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Mrs., Stanton Huarcourt, of 11 cllingion, a former President

of the Ploneer Club,
asil fo Eaglomd,

coal  yard  several  blocks  away!
Iherclore 1o eall Wellington  the
only wnudy place in Maoriland s

syrely an injustice, and to speak of
“Dogr Dunedin®™ is g similar one, 11
we really ave going to he unjust,
what  ahout  “Amorous  Auckland.”
"Naughty  New  Plymouth,  “Credu-
lous Christchurch.”  “Toley Tnvercar-
il Wicked Westport,” ete. e ?
(8] 8] ) ]

II" the histeric Aunals of the Chureh

are Lo be helieved,  priests and
bulls: m the  past were not enly
cloely  assoctated,  bhut were  upon

terms of  friendly  intimacgy, as it
were. But “the old order changeth
and giveth plce unto the new.” as o
recent occurrence in Otago  proves.
It appears ihat three gentlemen of
“the Cloth™ arranged a0 picnie for
their Pock at oa holiday resort in
Otage. Coemplicentliy viewing the in-
nocent gambols of the children, their
atlention wis caugiit by the threaten-
mg attitude of a hull in a neighbour-
ing paddack! With  commendable
diseretion they kept  their flock i
icnorance of  the proximity ot the
fearsome beast, and sought a near-hy
dairyman, told him of ther fears,
and obtained  Bis permission tn asce
his secluded orchard for the children's
pienic.

Considerably  relieved,  the  three
pastors were about to set off to con-
duct the children to the new  fold
when they saw auother hull i the
orchard!  This hull <id not even

Mrse, Harconrt leaves shovily on o«

Iy roused.
clerie, who

the  mmiortunate
him  with miar-

dodgecd
veltous agility and seeeir foire. Tt
was o gamy of hide-and-seck between

the drate bull and the clergyman.
reverend  brothers, between words of
cncowragement  dropped  Trom their
lﬂilcu ol safety above to therr stricken
comrade beneath, shouted hustily for
help, Their eries brought the dairy-
man hrricdly haclk e chased
Taurus awav, andl the {wo clergyonn
descended Trom the tree, s sympathised
with their panting brother, and with
as much digmity as they could sum-
mon at such short natice, went on
their way to the children,

I find mysell wonidering 10 the at-
tacking holl, actoated by a spirit of
tschicl, was the same one that the
clevies had seen earlier in the  day,
and T fear the three reverend gentle-
men were much tos Rareied ta com-
pare the two, if two there were,
I'I' seenis that the new  {elephone

ATTANCCNICNis are oing (o cause
come tronble hetween the powers that
be and the pabiic. Gne cannot help
notieing that wiherever Mr. Marknuan
went, hy some means or other, he
soothed  the savage breasts of irate
telenlone subscribers. Ty the midst of
wild and murderons threats he arvived
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wel we heard no more, Dut o this
pracemaker caimoet he inoall plices
at once: and in Tlawke's Bay, a

country gentfeman has been reduced
to almoest  specchless wrath by the
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receipt of the first menthly demand
for prvment for his ‘phone. He used
the only threat any of us bave power
to use, namely, to cut the telephone
outl  I3ut, N our  saner  monments,
we all realise that to do this will be
periloasly hke cutting off our noses
to spite our faces, and it looks as
1 we shall have to submit with what
grace we can to mcreased telephone
charges, and monthly, instead of hali-
vearly  payments. You  see, hali-
vearly ones gave us time fo save up.
I doubt 11 the Department gave this
fact the consideration it unqguestion-
ably deserves. However, we are as-
sure:dl by visitors {rom other coun-
trivs that the charges for telephones
m Maoriland are the cheapest m the
world; whether they will continue tn
beunder the new regulations, we can-
not sav. owing  to the ahsence on
Ioliday leave ol our Head Clairvoy-
ant.
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ELLINGTONTANS are Dbegin-

ning o question 1 Ounakes”™ are
pussessed of at least two senses, those
ol hearing and of mischief. It was
cortainly a concidence that M. Field,
an astronomer ol note, whe has re-
cently given o series o! leciures upon
salar maiters in Wellington,  should
mmennce that he considered Welling-
tonn would be fairly safe {from carth-
quakes for some  considerable  time,
and then for a ‘quake to visit Wel-
lington un the following night actu-
allyv durin~ his lecture.  Then quite
a sharp one occursed on the follow-
ing Sunday cvening.

I am reminded of the old Maori
boliel: That the God of carthquakes
was @ spirit dmprisoned  within the

carth, and that ‘quakes were the re-
sult of bis trnings and  twistings.
Did that Maori god hear Mr Tield's
assurances ol safely and  straoght-
way procecd Lo show him, and inci-
dentadly us, either that he was mis-
taken or that he had been grossly
misled>  On ahe iollowing day, Dr.
Adams, the Government Seismologist.
possibly  with the lamlable  mtention
of cheerimg the nervous, stated that
during the ‘quake the carth was “Go-
ing  West!™  DPerhaps  the  learned
gentloman is resigned to 1t but we
canuot truthfuily say that so sinister
a proueamceiient causes us anyihing
higher than a fecling of acute dis-
e for we cannol vise 1o thaose
i hefohts of philosapbic calm. It
will prohably take mother ‘quake to

shake us back to our vsual attitude
al mdifference.
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IS unusoal wlea of the late M.
Teter Mitchell, of New  South

Wales, 1o devote o large portion of
his estate 1o the =clection and main-
tenanee of  what may he ecalled Ter-
fect Women, has caused mueh inter-
est in Maoriland.  The sclection is
to be settled] by competition. Sarely
this is the first time m the history
of the world that anvene has trou-
Bled 1o make it worth while, moa
material sense for healthy, moral and
heawtiful women to continue  being
healthy, moral and  beantiful. Alr,
Mitchell savs in his will that “though
«ifts for the benefit of the weak, the
failing and the sick are highly praise-
worthy, et vet move lasting goo'l
1s to be effected by providing means
to cneournge and  help the capable,
healthy and strong to develop and
hring to iruition theiv natural advan-
taees, vle”

Th wonderial  bhomest seens to
nark a new era in the development
of woman, Your see it s the Justing
aeced of the vace that Mr, Mitchell
as considored, and that s an attri-
hute that few of us are capable of
cither scemeg or providing fer.  Un-
fortunately  for Maaoriland, entrants
for this competition must he Fona fide
residents of - Agstralia. Heowever,
perhaps some wealthy New Zealander
will come 1o the rescue of this coun-
trv by making a similar bequest to
the women of New Zealand.

Yours, Maranra.



