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Registration of Nurses at Home

There appears to be some misunder-
standing in regard to the duration of the
registration of a nurse, and in a receni
nursing paper we see that the General
Nursing Council of England and Wales
is to obtain legal opinion ‘‘as to whether
a nurse whose name has been removed
from the register because she hag not paid
her annual subseription can call herself &
registered nurse.”’

The argument that the payment of the
yearly registration fee is necessary for the
retention of a mnurse’s name upon the
register appears to us a most unjust and
shortsighted one. Surely once a nurse has
gqualified for registration by undergoing

the necessary training and passing the
preseribed examination she is a duly

qualified and registered member of the
profession of nursing.

It is provided in the various Acts o1
rules which have been passed in Great
Britain and in the Dominions that a
nurse’s name may be removed from the
register on account of an indictable of-
fence or misdemeanour or misconduet.

How, then, can the omission of the pay
ment of half-a-ecrown a year be an equal
cause of removal from the register? Sure-
ly, apart from the copy of the register,
which should be published annually, there
must be kept the main register in which
as they are accepted the applicants for
registration are entered and from which

A pleasant afternoon was spent at St.
Steven’s Sehoolroom, Marton, on Satur-
day, June 30th, when the committee and
friends of Nurse Corbett assembled to bid
her farewell. Nurse Corbett for the past
eight years has acted as distriet nurse for
Marton, and during these years has won
the confidence of all who have come in
contact with her. During the afternoon
the Mayor (Mr. Purnell) presented her,
on behalf of the committee and friends,
with a travelling-rug and a purse contain-
ing money. Nurse Corbett was also the

the annual register with corrected ad-
dresses, altered names by marriage, and,
under our New Zealand system, addi-
tional qualifications and experience and
appointments are added, is made up for
publication.

This is an alphabetical register, and
should be the working one for the infor-
mation of the publie; and from its pages
it is quite a fair thing that the name of a
nurse failing to pay her annual subserip-
tion should be left out. We do not think
that, under any Aet for the registration
of members of a recognised profession, the
names of those who have once been ac-
cepted as properly qualified are removed
for the trivial cause of non-payment of a
yearly fee. The reason should be of a
very grave character, otherwise there is
no distinetion hetween mere carelessness
and eriminality. On perusal of Part 1 of
the ruies under the Aect, we find under
“Fee for retention in Register’’ that the

word ‘‘published’’ register is used. and
we consider that the intention of the

framers of this rule is merely that the
nurse’s name may be removed from the
publication of that year but will remain
on the main register. A nurse onee regis-
tered should, therefore, unless removed
under Part V of the rules on account of
ronvietion of a felony, misdemeanour, or
other specified reasons, still be entitled to
call herself a registered nurse.

recipient of a posy and two bouqguets of
flowers from Mesdames Beckett, Harpur,
and F. Brice. Afternoon tea was dis-
pensed by the committee when the guests
had an opportunity of personally bidding
the departing guest bon voyage and fare-
well. Nurse Corbett left by the evening
train for Auckland, where she joined the
bhoat en route for Canada. The Rev. Kit-
cat briefly spoke of the excellent work
done by Nurse Corbett and welecomed her
suecessor, Nurse Shaw.
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