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distinction of nationality ; and a belligerent
who iscompelledtoabandon sick or wounded
to the enemy ought, as far as military
exigencies permit, to leave with them a
portionof his sanitarypersonnel andmaterial
to aidincaring for them.

After each engagement the belligerent in
possession of the field of battle should take
measures to search for the wounded and to
ensure the protection both of the wounded
and the dead against pillage and ill-treat-
ment, and should also see that a careful
examination of the bodies is made before
the dead are buried or cremated, and as
soon as possible send to the authorities of
their country or army the military marks
or tokens of identity found on the dead and
a list of the names of the sick and wounded
collected by him. Besides, the belligerents
ought to keep each other mutually informed
of any interments and transfers, as also of
admissions into hospitals and deaths among
the sick and wounded in their hands. They
should collect all the articles of personal
use, valuables, letters, etc., found on the
field of battle or left by thesick or wounded
whohave died inthesanitary establishments
or formations, in order that such articles
may be transmitted to the persons inter-
ested by the authorities of their country.

(2) Sanitary Establishments.
Movable sanitary formations, which are

intended to accompany armies in the field,
and the fixed establishments belonging to
the sanitary service, must be respected and
protected by the belligerents, but this pro-
tection ceases if they are used to commit
acts injurious to the enemy. The following
acts are not considered tobe of such anature
as to deprive a sanitary establishment of
protection :"

—
■

(1) That the personnel of the formation
or establishment is armed and that it uses
its arms for its own defence or for that of
its sick and wounded.

(2) That in default of armed hospital
attendants the formation or establishment
is guarded by an armed detachment or by
sentinels duly authorised.

(3) That arms or cartridges taken from

the wounded and not yet handed over to
the proper authority are found in the estab-
lishment.

(3) Personnel.
The personnel engaged in the collection,

transportation and treatment of the sick
and wounded, as also in the administration
of the sanitary formations and establish-
ments are protectedunder all circumstances.
If they fall into the hands of the enemy they
are not treated as prisoners of war. The
personnel of Voluntary Aid Societies, duly
recognised and authorised by their Govern-
ment, who are employed in the sanitary
formations and establishments of armies
is assimilated to the regular personnel,
provided that each State makes known to
the other, either in time of peace or at the
commencement of or during the course of
hostilities— but in any case before actually
employing them— the names of the Societies
which it has authorised under its responsi-
bility to render assistance to the regular
sanitary service of its armies.

A recognised Society of a neutral country
can only afford the assistance of its sanitary
personnel and formations to a belligerent
with theprevious consent of its own Govern-
ment and the authorisationof thebelligerent
concerned. The belligerent who has ac-
cepted such assistance is bound to notify
his enemy before making any use thereof.

(4) Material.
If movable sanitary formations, such as

ambulances, fall intothehands of theenemy,
they are allowed to retain their material.
Nevertheless, the competent military au-
thority shall have the right to use the
material for thecare of thesick andwounded.
The buildings and material of fixed estab-
lishments remain subject to the laws of war
but they may not be diverted from their
purpose so longas they are necessary for the
sick and wounded. Nevertheless, the com-
manders of troops in the field may dispose
of them in case of urgent military necessity,
provided they make previous arrangement
for the welfare of the sick and wounded who
are found there. The material of Voluntary
Aid Societies is considered private property.— The Hospital.
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