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Rules Relating to the Appointment of District Nurses
Undersection 33 (2) of

"
TheHospitals and

Charitable Institutions Act,1909/' "a Board
may .... from time to time appoint
such district nurses as it thinks fit for the
purpose of attending sick persons elsewhere
than m an institution."

1. On receipt of an application from the
settlers of a district, a Board may appoint
a trained nurse to perform such duties with
regard to the attendance and nursing of the
sick m that district as shall be determined
by the Board.

2. Inno case shall a Board refuse to grant
such a petition when it is accompanied by
a statement that the settlers of the district
are prepared to guarantee a sum of not less
than half the salary and expenses of the
nurse to be appointed.

3. The district nurse shall be a fully
trained and certificated general nurse and
midwife.

4. She shall reside at a place convenient
end central for her work.

5. She shall work under the doctor ap-
pointed by the Board, and other doctors
practising m her district.

6. She shall visit all cases of sickness m
her district where her services may be re-
quired. She shall decide as soon as possible
whether or not the services of a medical
practitioner are needed, and shall advise the
head of the household accordingly. Insuch
cases she shall advise the head of the house-
hold to callm theservices of theusual family
medical attendant, and be specially careful
not to exercise her influence m favour of any
particular medical man or medical men.

7. She shall faithfully carry out the in-
structions of the medical practitioner, and
shall from time to time advise him as to the
condition of the patient.

8. Except mcases ofemergency,nopatient
shall have anexclusive claim on her services.
She shall carry out her duties by periodical
visits. In those cases where continual
nursing attendance is necessary she must
report the circumstances to the Board, with
a view to getting additional nursing assis-
tance.

9. She may, if convenient, and if not re-
quired at more than one case, stay at her
patient's house, it being understood that

from such house she may attend any other
case needing her.

10. Persons engaging her must understand
that they must make reasonable provision
for her comfort, and must not expect her to
undertake the care of the whole family, or
the ordinary work of the house.

11. In case of emergency, and when the
nurse sees that provision for this work can-
not otherwise be made, she may obtain, if
available, the help of some recipient of
charitable relief m that particular part of
the district.

12. She may, with the approval of the
Board, m remote country districts act as
a midwife at confinements, adhering to the"

Rules for Guidance of Midwives
"mregard

to sending for medical aid.
13. She may, if so desired by a medical

practitioner engaged for a maternity case,
give general instructions to the expecting
patient, and supervise the work of the un-
qualified nurse, ifsuch anone is left mcharge
of the case.

14. She shall m all medical and surgical
cases, except very slight and temporary
ailments, obtain the advice of a medical
man.

15. She may for certain chronic cases
among the poor— -such as rheumatism,
chronic bronchitis, asthma— -distribute
remedies prescribed by the medical practi-
tioner appointed by the Board.

16. She shall be provided by the Board
with all that is necessary for her work, and
such stock of drugs and appliances as may
be deemed necessary by the medical officer
of the Board. She shall keep an inventory
and strict account of their use.

17. She shall keep books with details as
to the names, addresses, and ages of the
patients attended ; thenature of their mala-
dies ; the number of visits ; the dates and
results of treatment ; and their ability or
otherwise to pay for such. A copy of this
book shall be sent to the Board, with a
general report of her work each month.

18. She shall collect fee^ from her patients
according to a scale drawn up by the Board,
and shall report the circumstances .of any
case m which she considers a fee should not
be exacted.
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