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Under the heading of A Weelk's Work for Nothing,”
&c., late English papers record several instances in
which workmen have gencrously offered to assist their
employers in tiding over difficultics caused by stagna-
tion in trade, by working for them without pay for a
week or some other definite peried. At a time when
capital and labour are too frequently represented as
antagonistic to each other, this is a cheering sign that
more rational relations may prevail in the future. It
is quite clear that there is nothing in the nature of
things to prevent capitalists and labourers acting
together in a spirit of cordial co-operation.  Kach are
essential to the produ@ion of wealth even in those
forms in which the two clements of the industrial
system are combined in the same individual. VWages
are, in fact, only a medc of sharing profits duc to
capital and labour. The preportionate share of cach
is regulated by fixed economic laws, of which the law
of supply and demand is the most important, but is
itsclf dependent upon complex material, intellectual,
and moral conditions, afle@ting natural productive
powers, the standard of living, and the increase of
population. Too often the very compiexity of the
problem leads to cutting the Gordian knot by that
declaration of war Detween capitalists and labourers
Like
other wars, the effedts are usually disastrous to one or
Lioth of the combatants, and ncutrals, in the shape of
CONSUMETS, Evidently, an in-
dustrial war should never be entered upon except as a

which is known as a  lock cut,” or ¢ a strike.”

suffer in their turn,

last resource, and in any cvent the mere fact of enter-
ing upen it must arousc anti-social feelings, whose
It is in such
cases as these that moral considerations are involved,
and a1l conduct that tends to strengthen the mutual
sympathies of employers and employved, and to substi-
tute intelligent perception of the bearing of fadls and
principles upou interests only apparcntly conflicting,
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greally helps the sohution of that

effects may be widespread and lasting.

ereat social problem,
how to secure the largest possible share of wealth to
labour witheut injury to capital, or to that self-reliant
individualism without whiclh progress is impossible,

What socialists call * the equitable division of the
“ produdls of industry "—which they usually seck to
elle¢t by mequitable means, which would ultimately
result in there being no produdts worth dividing—we
firmly belicve will be brought about by physical and
moral causes, which these who look heneath the
surface of things may alrcady diseern.  These causcs
can only Decome cffedtive under a free indusirial
system, which is permitted to develop in accordance
with nataral law,  Tike all erganic growths, it may be
stimulated, but can hardly be interfered with by direct
action without danger. ¥From the very nature of the
case, the social evolution, largely depending as it does
upon modes of thought and fecling proper to cach

individual composing the community or the nation,
cannot be dealt with at all by the rough and clumsy
hand of legislation without injury to its delicate tissues.
Pesitive law can indeed say #o this, in many cases with
effect, but it cannot say ée this without stepping quite
beyond its sphere. This last is that of the spiritual
power—the power of public opinion forming rational
morality, and according its sanétion. It is the glory of
Christianity to have preserved this distinction when at
its best, it is its shame to have forgotten it when at its
worst. That it now wavers between the two is one
reason why modern Christianity has become so feeble
a force in the real world. It is true the Churches
cannot now as a rule call to their aid the secular arm,
but as a substitute they call for supernatural vengeance
upon unbelievers, and but for the goodness of heart
and hecad of the much denounced * natural man,”
would long since have converted that religion of Jesus
which had love for its central idea, into a religion of
hate.  Will the clergy ever have the courage to
abandon their ridiculous theology and join the man of
science in becoming the guides of the people, taking
for their speciality the moralisation of science itself by
applying it more directly to the service of humanity ?

At 2 recent meeting of the Wanganul Freethought
Association, cne of the members gawve an interesting
reading on the mythology and superstitions of the
Maoris, from a book published by ¢« The Saciety for
“the Diffusien of Useful Knowledge,” as long ago as
1837, In thg course of a discussion which followed, a
meiber who may be considered an expert in Native
matters, gave it as his deliberate opinion, {founded on
long experience, that the conversion of the Maoris to
Chnstianity was little better than a deluston, e
said therc mighs be such a thing as a Maor1 who had
entirely  ahandoned his old  superstitions for the
Christian creed, but he had never met with cne. 1lle
maintained that though a Native called himself a
Christian, and went regularly to Church or Chapel, and
no doubt belicved in the new faith, in a sense, while
all went smoothly, yet he invariably returned to his
old beliefs when scriously ill or in trouble. Then he
sent for his Priest, who is usually a doctor as well, and
placed mind and body in his hands. In short, he
repented and hecame converted to his ingrained beliefs
in precisely the same way in which Freethinkers used
te be ‘“converted,” when Freethought was in its
infancy, thus giving rise to the ordinary orthodox
myth, that I'reethinkers nearly always embrace Chris-
tianity on their death beds.  This and * the shocking
“death beds of infidels 7 are among the stock argu-
ments of orthodoxy, and the Maori “* Tohunga”
might very well retort it against Chrstianity. The
true explanation 1s simple cnough, regarded from the
pliysiological and psychological stand point. Real
belief, connected as it is with our adctive faculties,
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containg an emotional cluncnt \\lnch tends to become
organised in proportion to the time during which it has
influenced the complex growth of nerve clements.
The undefined but massive sensations and feelings,
which we call sentiments, can only be kept in due
subordination to fadt the senses and Intelledt
arc keen and active. As these fail, those revive.
When the rein breaks, the horse runs away with his
rider,

when

That, other things being equal, the oldest impressions
are the deepest, both in the race and i the individual,
is a fact so familiar that were it not so frequently
ignered when it might be inconvenient to recognise it,
we should not call attention to it,
1s well illustrated in cases of severe concussions of the
brain. Nothing 1s more common than to hear a man
who has recovered from such a shock to the nervous
system declare that he cannot recall any events that
happened a {ew minutes, hours, or even days, before
the accident that caused the concussion. He will say
—* T am told my horsc fcll at the last jump, but!
“ don’t recollect it, and have only a vague remem-
“ brance that I rode in the steeplechase, though I
“ remember all the past events of my life as well as
¢ ever,’” or perhaps he remembers the strong 1mpres-
sions produced by the act of falling, and forgets all
that were less strong.
and

Thiysically, this law

If an idea 1s a faint sen
if both are co-existent with definite organc
structures, nerveous and muscular, cte., as all experience
shows they are, it is casy to gencralise and explain such
phenomena, The new and {rail connections established
between the various nerve centres and scnse-organs
are easily injured or destreyed. The stronger and
older ones can resist a greater strain,  Thecarthquake
that throws down the brick wall built yesterday leaves
the Colisiwum standing as firmly as ever. The gale
that breaks the light telephone wires does not injure
the wires of the telegraph.,  Such considerations should
be a consolation to the carncst and  well-meaning
missionary, who, having succeeded in replacing one
superstition by another, perhaps Llames his own want
of zeal or ability for the backsliding of his flock In
times when belief is tested by adiion. Lci him take
heart and remember that cffedtive belicfs are mainly
organic, and that he cannot undo the work of ages {u
a few years, unless the forces of nature are on s side,
and he can clench his arguments by a diredt appe
experience,

sation,

1t
ITence he often succeeds in thalmnl.mg
a higher morality where his failure to substitule a new
Theology for an old one is conspicuous.

The English papers centain the news that a novel
strilke has taken place in Liurope. Tt scems that in
Bulgaria the National Assembly has refused to pass a
Bill giving a State guarantce for the stipends of the
clergy. Hence, the clergy have gone out on strike,
and reciuse to baptise inflants, perform the marriage
service, visit the sick, or bury the dead. It is ap-
palling to think of the frightful immorality of these
wretched people, suddenly deprived of the blessed
sacraments.  Surely the sclf-denying {ollowers of poor
Jesus must be inoseerct league with Satan, for he will
now reap a rich harvest {or rather oven-full) of unbap-
tised babics, to say nothing of the hardened eld sinners
who might, when dying, have I(‘p(‘ll[()(l if the ¢
had only given them half a chance.

[1”\‘

The ¢ New Zealand Methodist,” of May 3oth. laments
that the Christchurch ©* Pioncer Bicycle Club ™ decided
to start on a Sunday morning for a run to Akaroa, and
that the Canterbury Yeomanry Cavalry held a parade
in Hagley Park (also on a Sunday), and went through
a nwuber of evolutions before a crowd of spedlators,
The liberal-minded editor then warns the {riends of the
Sabbatl te be watchful, and reminds them that recently
a motion came before the House of Lords for opening
the British Muscum on a Sunday; how the voting was
64 for and 64 against ; and how this threatened dese-
cration of the Sabbath was only averted by the Lord
Chancellor declaring that, by the rules of the House,
the motion was lost.  Ilence, the readers of the * New

are urged te be more \“'Ltchfui,

¢ Zealand Mcethodist®
and strive that the “sandiity of the day of rest
preserved.

" le

That men at home should be found narrow-minded
enough te oppose the opening on a Sunday of muscums
and art galleiles, is to be deplored ;
(what we fondly belicved was a more enlightened
country) a representative church organ also advocates
the closing of these national and educational resorts,
it is only another proof of that narrow-mindedness and
dread of knowledge engendered by a ¢lose study of the
IToly Secriptures. We chalienge cditor
show In what way a man can be debased, or his soul
imperilled by examining the
treasures of bountiful

but when in this

the rev. to

wonderiul and varied
And, we sav, how
much betier to spend the Sunday in this way than to
Loose at the publichouse, or

nagure.

Le furced to listen to the

foolish old fables of the Old New Testamens, Of
course, the real sceret 1s, that when men or weornen
prefer science to miracle, the clorgy lose their power

and intluerce, and the moeney bags are ciuply.
’ .} =} P

Trom Coristchurch comes one of the

jokes we

Nost anusing
ve heard for a long e,
have heard for & long tim

Senate, Ui

The University
nat
v haek, beth

st omnch oppesiticn, bave insisted

the plays of Terence shall be vsed s o tus

by the male and female classes, We do not uphodd
the adhion of the Senite, ws we maineain thoe anviliing
which has o tendeney o debase the mind of o student

fit the joke les i this,
clergy uryed the Senate to

should be carcinlly excluded,
! n
plays,——the clergy who have

fthe
exclude the obnoxious

that a deputation r
s lried to introduce 1nto our state schools
a hook u)ntmnmg
of Terence 5 oliscenitices
more harmful to introduce it as the inspired record of
the actions and commands of God himsclf!

systenuticaliy

as vile passages as any i the plays

P

and what would make 1t the

A local clergyman advertises m the daily press that
(DY God willing, he will give a * Chemistry Linter-
“tainment "—and then follows a syllabus contamming
¢ The philesophers stone;"” *an cconomical wile;”

“£as5,000 worth of oid bones;” ete, cte. Now the
Hev, gentleman’s objedt must be to impart knowledge;
and surcty God s willing that knowledge should bLe
acquired by man; and 1f so he mst e willing that this
lecture should be given; and it seems fo us a poor
complimeut to him to express any doubt about the
matter. But perhaps the leétarer is afraid that his
Christian God may not wish the people to be selentih-
eally enlightened nvd may thiink +h
loo scrivus Lo Joke

at rold hoves ™
amd that (o

ave:

about ; make an
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for the
‘Take a care

“economical wife” is to make her think
morrow, and so break a Bible command,
Rev, sir, chenmcal science is a2 dangerous thing to teach
your flock, and may sct some of the young ones
thinking, and who knows {D.V. God willing} but what
vou and your audience may be blown to cternity by a

“ Chenueal experiment !

A correspondent sends us the following -—The

followieg Church notices appeared in a local print of
the 16th May:—¢« St. Patrick’s Church, Palmerston,
¢ Mass at 11 a.m.; Catechism at 3 pan.; Vespers and
“ Denediction at 7 pm. Preacher, Rev. Father
“Macnamara,” ¢ All Saint's Church, Palmerston,
“ 10 a.m., Conmunion Service and administration of

“the IHoly Eucharist; 11 a.m., BMorning Prayer: 7
“pan., Vespers.  Minister, Rev. 110 E. Copinger.”
With reference to the above, our correspondent says:
—¢ 1 am decidedly of Pat's opinion——if therce 1s any
difference, they are both alike.”

Wa learn en geed authority that
Nelson has written to friends in Eugland that four of

the Bishop of

the New Zealand Bishops are in favour of marnage
with a deccased wife's sister being made legal there as

1t 1s now with us.  Anothier of our DBishops has lately

denied that he has given instructions to the clergy

utder his coutrel to do anything to thwart the will of
FParliament 1 this matter. We trust the hint will be
taken by such of his colleagues as are still obstructive, |
Considenng the aclive ceclesiastical opposition made |
1

to the Bill for legalising marriage with a deceased

wife's sister, before it became law, a change has indecd
come o'cr the spirit of episcopal dieams.  The truth is,
the mest conservative of men cannot help being !
influencad by the hiberal spirit of the age.  They may -
qaadify or even denounce such abstract statemeunts of
sound prindiples as “ihe liberty of cach only limited
by the like lberty of all” but they gradually find
themselves acting upon them, Denying the generaliza-
tion they accept the parucuiar conclusion, and so old
prejudices gradually fail away and make 1t easier to
accept new truths,  This process goes on more rapidly
in 2 new country than in an old one, and perhaps we
may yet sce colonial opinion sensibly modifying English

Lelief and practice.  Hitherto the influcnce has been
altogether the other way, but we sce signs that a
reaction 1s setting o, We should be extremely sorry

to sce it go too far and produce i the colonies (as it

did in America, under the influcnce of old 1ajustice and
medern affected contenipt) any antagonism to British
We may, however, safely affirm

thought and fecling.
that if Englishmen ever come to be regarded in the
colonies as < Britishers " 1t will be chiefly their own
fault.

The question of charitable aid 15, we see from his
I xeellency's speech made at the opening of Parliament,
to be dealt with this scssion.  How far it can or ouglt
to be dealt with by legislation at all is more of an open
question than might at first sight be supposed.  The
duty of assisting the distressed secms so obvious a pary
ol practical moraiity, that 1t is af onee assumed to be
What
is everybody's duty is nobady's, it is argued, unless the
State compels its  performance. It
forgotten that in exercising (his compulsion the State |

imperative that the State should attend to it.

1s, however,

i whe have to give to those who have not,

may very casily cause morc evil than it attempts to
remedy.  In the first place, it must take from these
Now wha is

to say that in taking from the industrious and thrifty
to give to those who may be neither, it is really
lessening the sumof misery existing in the community ?
The State avowedly begins by doing evil, forcibly
taking from people that which is their own, in the hope
that good may follow, Oflen the good dees wef follow,
Too often the very gift is an evil. It is not charity at
all in the true sense of the term.  Instead of Dlessing
giver and receiver, it curses both in only too many
instances.  In the second place, State aid is apt to
dry up the very springs of charity itself. Pcople
compelled to give scon begin to regard the legal
obligation as the moral. In the
long run the poor and helpless get less than they
otherwise might,

the measure of

WWhat is worse, the undeserving get
As
usual, the State in attempting to do more than its duty
docs less, and prevents private persons from doing
theirs,

most assistance at the expense of the deserving.

Such opinions, unpopular as they are, will, we
hope, not be lost sight of in discussing the question of
charitable aid.

There has been a “ rumpus ™ in Sydney amongst our
clerical brethren.  The burning question was—which
clergyman was to walk first from the Governor's
drawing-room into his dining-room at the Birthday
Dinner, and who was to sit nearcst the Governor?
The Anglican Bishop was to be afforded the pre-
cedence, and at this the Roman Archbishop, the Pres.
byterian Bishop, the Baptist Ihishop, &c., &ec., (they
arc ail ““ oversecrs,” and as much entitled to the name
Bisliop, as they are usually so-called), determined not

to go 1o the dinmer. Of course this was anti-
scriptural. The rule laid dewn in the “QOfficial”

ook 15 not in accordance with the Official Colonial
List (sce James 11, v. 2-3-4, and Matthew xx, v.
O-12, ¢f passim New Testament), However, 1t may
SCrVe  SOIme Why are clergymen
afforded precedence over laymen?

useful  purpose.
And why are
Earl
Kimberley dectded that no colonial bishop was entitled
to the title lord or lordship., He was only to be
called right reverend. Well, having got rid of lords
and lordships, nught not the Colonial Office go a step
further, and abelish all the nonsense about precedence ?

Lel it be alphabetical, if such a rule 1s required—that

bishops of any particular church recognised ?

is 1f the New Testament rule 15 to be departed from,
It shows what little hold the teachings of Christ has
on his avowed apostles and {ollowers when the question
of precedence was raised by clerical people, We believe
our Governor, however, settled the matter last birth-
day. Tleinvited no clergy to his state dinner—he did
not recognise them as officials. Lord Loftus might
copy IHis Excellency General Jervols.

We hope that the book of the veteran Freethinker,
Prof. I', W. Newman (¢ Christianity in its Cradle ™),
witl have a wide circulation,
bool of 1ts siz¢ how Paul made Christianity a worship
of Chiist,
opinions are dealt with shows that the Professor has
lost none of the old fire which burned in the @ Phases
wof Faith.”  Perhaps there 1s onc defect which we
think ivnore. The Professor has

It shows as well as any
The trenchant way in which some of Paul's
not

we o should
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15 al first trymg.

adopted a new stvle of speliing. iz not like the
‘Fonetik Nz '—Dbut the
There arc
“doctrin,

are te have a

reading
such  speilings
aoerthly,” it
change, 1t Is better that 1t shonkd be
more radical than what has been adoptod T this hook.
However, the
mteresting

o7

as  voerly,” ovirtuis,”

v fiay,” sooiv,” theven.” W

there are spots 1u el thie

spelling will not sadiy mar an
bock,
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structinve

When
determined

reemasons
(Jf

aw what this

Grand T.odge of Dinglish
the Grand Orient
whether its members
Tn
started ; and now we learn that
the United States several Grand Lodges
i the wake of the French
Several of the Grand Lodg‘cs of the United states
have decreed that belief in the DBible,
state, 18 not o necessary qf‘.a]h’icmion for a Alason.

the
not o
France, we doult

I'L‘CO“IUSL‘

meant.
Orient lodges were

NON-recogition Eoglmd, some Grand
are {ollowing

AMasonie  authorilles.

or In o nture
This, however, does not salisfy many 3lascns in the
States, and they demand cither that the Orient Ritaad
be followed, or else they will start Orient Lodges. H
has been 1‘0})1‘c5(::1tc<_1 that the demand
cognition Athesm. This ertrely  crroncous.
The request s that brothertood shall sean and mclude
the real brotherheood of hunmnity—that the

made 15 a re-
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lodee dour
and
oot be demanded, Shall a Mo
Society be unlimited by theological beliefs, or shall it
be narrow ard se@tarian > This Is the quustion, an
we have no doubl that mauny 4

shall be opencd to men of crecds, that the

Thelstic test shall s0nLC

Musors o Now Zoalnn.

would, were the opportunity efforded them, be ruady
to join the Orient Constitoltion,  Colonisis are noet

exclusive, and 1t s high time the Tnglish Gra
recognised this,

il Lodge

General Grant is getting better.  Harpor’s Woee
prints a picture of hum looking wan and i, Dunng
his illness hus physical health has given sone Christion
newspapers much concern. One
fact that General Grant did not scom anxion
lis soul, and it urged Christian people 1o pray tor the
General's salvation. The I of
cultured Frecthought journals inthe world - petinently
says :— The *Chrisuian Stitesuin tu think
' that General Grant too AT
“ e and that God,
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“roud cnoigh AV
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science conquers- sued has conquercd—and  weore
we to fully recognise the germ theory of discase,

and be  cleanly, fevers of all kinds would be as

often
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Then
OUr sewerage,
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Mr. II. Drummond attempted to unlise it in his
“ Material Law 1n the Spirttual World,”
got him a Professorship in the Free Church College,
in Edinburgh, but the dodtrine of LEvolution can enly
be made to fit orthodoxy by sacrificing onc or the
other. A writer in a late number of the *Contem-
porary Review’-—and an orthodox writer, too—has
exposed  Professor  Drummond's  pretentiousness,
ignorance, and unfairness. \We do not know if it was
wise from a TFreethought point of view that this has
been done, To have made orthodox people accept
the universality of law and of growth was a step in
advance. And though Prof. Drummond misrepresented
Evolution and its bearing on theological dogmas, yet
Evolution was made palatable. We are afraid that
the result of the eritique in the ¢ Contemporary ™ will
be to make orthodox people wary of Evolution, and
retard the dawn of the day of science.

Tis works

Spiritualists should read an article in the April
number of ¢ Mind," in ¢ Hallucinations,” by Mr. E.
Gurney. Let us quote a sentence or two:—“ The
“ only other group of phenemena that we need notice
is one that all writers since Baillarger scem to have
agreed to treat as a quite unique type. It 1s a class
of which frequent examples have been observed
among religious mystics and persons who believe
themselves to e dire¢t communication with
spiritual guides, Such persons describe a voice
which is yet soundless, which alters the ¢ language of
“the soul’ inside them, and which they hear by
means of a ¢ sixth sense,” and without any apparent
participation of the ear.  Owing to the absence of a
definable sensory quality, Baillarger distinguished
the class as psychic hallucinations, in opposition to
psycho-sensorial; and M. Binet himself is inclined
to ticat them as exceptional, and to grant them an
onigin from within., As one holds that that
is equally the origin of a large number of the un-
doubted psycho-sensorial hallucinations, I cannot
recognise this exception; and to me the class in
question is of interest, not as distinguished from the
psycho-sensorial family, but as a true specimen of

mn

£
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who

that genus, presecuting the sensorial clement reduced

to its very lowest terms.  These ¢ psychic ' halluct-
nations appear to me as the first stage of a graduated
series—the embryonic instance of the nvestiture of
an image or representation with o sensory or repre-
sentative character.,”  And so on.  One thing Spirit-

ualism has done has heen the drawing the attention of

L3

savants to the abnormal mental phenomeni which, in
the absence of fraud, are often present at seances, cte.
That these will be naturally explained in having arisen
from causes human and individual, and not ghostly,

angelic, or general, there 1s no deoubt.  All that 1s
required is patient and thorough investigation, Mr.

Gurney's paper shows how this is to be done.

George LEliot's Lite and Letters have been pub
lished in three volumes, edited by her husband, Mr.
Cross. The book 1s useful in showing us two things—
(1) part ol the inner life of George Eliot, and her likes
and dislikes, that could hardly be gleaned from her
works ; (2), and, more important, thit no work of hers
was produced without patient, toilsome work,  Alter
all, work Isthebest genius.  Before she wrote Romola
she read cverything she could get on Florence, Savona-
rola’s works, Montalembert's works of the West, ctc.

She desired to be able to picture Florence in the
middic ages, the centre of the life of the great
Savonarcla in his contests with the Papacy. So
before writing the Spanish Gipsy, she read much of
Spanish literature.  Genius is well, but patient work
is as necessary for a writer.

Is this also a wicked geuneration ? Mr. Grigg, the
ex-member for VWakanui, said that no State could
exist without God. He bemoaned that the Premier
was a Freethinker,  So little enthusiaam did his state-
ments evoke amongst his constituents that he resigned
his scat,  We are afraid Mr. Grigg found that the day
for blackening a political opponent by referring to his
religious views is past. Poor Mr. Grigg! Left to
fight with this wicked generation, and, finding the
arms of the devil teo long for him, cutting and running!
What a speétacle !

We have had a new oracle speaking in Wellington.
The occasion was the welcoming of Mr. Booth, the
apostle of Blue Ribbonism, There is no doubt the
Blue Ribbon people have lessened drunkenness, and
in so doing they have our warmest wishes for their
success. It appears, however, to them, that man is
50 constituted that unless he has the Gospel he will
take to alcohol-—some spirits he must worship, and
the choice is, * ours or the bottle.” We fail to see the
necessity. Some of the most pronounced teetotallers,
here as elsewhere, can abstain from alcohol without
the emotional equivalent of a Blue Ribboen meeting.
However, chacun a son gont, and if there are some of our
fellow cclonists that will get drunk if they do not
“ believe,” we prefer their believing to their indulgence
in alcohol. But at Mr. Booth’s meeting, Mr. Wake-
field, who has apparently become a Blue Ribbon man,
thought fit in his ignorance to state that the contrast
between Christianity and Paganism was scen in move.
ments like the Blue Ribbon movement, namely, in
philanthropic efforts for humanity., While thanking
Mr, Wakefeld for having at last become philanthropic
—we never were aware of his name being identified
with any even popular movement before—we must
point out that the majority of * Pagans” are pot
drunkards, hence Blue Ribbonism 1s not required
amongst them,
other

In India, in China, and in many

places, we have no drunkenness,
It is only 1 Christian countries where drunkenness
prevatls, and, to say, the colonles most
orthodox are the most drunken. New Zealand is the
least drunken of all the colonies, and it has had no aid
voted to churches, and 1t contains the largest number
of Freethinkers. The day, however, is past for any
silve ignorant men referring to Christianity as alone
being philanthropic.  One might as well call it the
beginner of strife | Where have been the most wars?
Where have most men been murdered ? In Christian

“heathen ™

strange

countries, TPhilanthropy docs not spring from Chris-
tianity. It springs from humanity, and Mr. Wakefield

had better study his subjedt before he again poses as a
Cliristian Blue Riblbon champion.

A new hall was opened on April 8th by the Camber-
well branch of the U.S.S., when Messrs Bradlaugh,
Holyoake, Moss, Standring, Robertson, Ramscy,
Truclove, dMrs. Desant and other nolable Sceularists
cccupled the platfort and spoke,
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aJas’Sm y Aotes.

Christianity like L\'Lr\«tlun" Llsa is fcdmrr the effects
of hard times. The ‘]’rcsbytcrlan, ;nﬂ lished
Otago, has survived for six years, but the rev, aditor
acknowledges that he 15 now “ busily engaged i the
labours of a committec appointed to hold a post wortem
examination.” The concern wants 500 new subsgeribers,
and surely Christianity can supply them and thus save
another death,

A correspondent of the *Woodville Examiner’
wonders ¢ 1f it cver struck any of the members of the
Chrstian Churchi that the best atmosphere to grow
Freethinkers in. and for them te remain so too, is to hve
in the midst of a crowd of mcounsistent Christians,”
“ Thereis,” he says, “an article called celomal gold,
and there is a hazy thing passing currcut, that may be
aptly termed colonial Christianity,”

The manner of keeping Sunday in Lendon has
greatly relaxed within recent years, Conunental travel
has incontestably done much to form public opinien in
the direction of favouring a less rigorous and less
austere mode of spen 111*(r that holy day. A dozen
years ago Sunday dinner particsw c1c almost unknown
in West £nd fanulies.  Now, on the contrary, fustive
banquets are given on that day i every fashionable

square. Garden perties, lawn tennis matches, and
outings on the Thames are familiar cvents on the

Metropolitan Sunday.

“Creeds were naturally colonraed by the times in
which they were formed.”  Such are the words by
which an Auckland divine would excuse the alierations,
or as he terms it, * progression ” 1 Christianity., The
fact is not new to us, but as the ** Bibie is a progressive
book, and may be said to generate the light in which
it 1s studied,” we look forw ard to further (‘hanf’ct 1t
is good, howu.-t:l, that Cliristians should know t} al the
religion, known as Christianity, vanes with the Limes,
or as the rev, gentleman puts 1t - In ruiation to sin,
the atoncment, and retribution, the thought of
Christendom has progressed.” The progression s goiny
on—sin looks less Dlack, the atoncuent more foolish,
and the retribution less hkely as cach year rolls by.

We have to acknowledge the receipt of =0 lettor
from the divisional war office,” which is volhing more
startling than an explanation as to * who gots all the
meney ' that the Salvation Army rises. The = Army ™
has two departments, a spiritual department and a
trade department. In the foner the receipls were
£4000, but this besides subseriptions wehules loans,
contributions to building funds, :md tracle receipts on
olld accourts, while e cxpenditure contains besides
travelling expenses, salaries and I'("‘f< tracde pryvinents
on old accounts— Jtems which should appeny properly
in the rade account. While the s mml Jeprrtment
has nu overdraft of  Fogn the IO
shows o hank baluec weooul
stock In hand of F537. of
assets and liabilites, bot judzing Dy the el thig
L1656 1s put Jown to purchases, and o fagu oo
piyments on accourl of bullding s, the army iy
accumulating properly.

Lrite
Lo, amd o bult
Thire is no state

E!l:l\‘

ent

Aiss C 1L Gordon Cumnng, e Lier recently
published worls, ¢ Lo the Flimalayes] says: -0 L have
often been assured by Hindoos, somerkable only for

their roguery, that they were Christiansg, heig witling
to eat any eat and diink a 1y fermented liquor we ik
to yive them,  The last elause1s a particularly panful
one, for whereas the world hns never produced @ move
soher race than the people of Indin, while obedivnt to
their own religious leaching, there s o doehbi that the
exaple of forelgners has done much to strengthen the
craving for drink,  Aun nglish clergyoa, \\]m worked
in India for 30 years, stated Nis conyietion (s reeands
the good and evil of forcizn intercourse), that for cvery
Hindoo converted to Claistinuily Iy nissionarics the
drimking practices of the Fnghish have made o thousand
drunkards.  Chunder Sen,  too, the greal native
reformer, has told us of the Ditter wwl of the Indian
widows and orphans, who cursethe Brinsh Government
for the Introduction of heensed arrak-toverns,”

[t 1s reported that Colouel Ingersoll is ubout to visit
Lurope,

The * Boston Investigator ' bas commenced its fifty-
it volunie, and asa Freethought journal, is still ong
of the best published.

“Verax " writes us stating that he has a large
number of Frecthought papers Tand journals which may
be of use to small ¥ iu,th(m”ht Socicties.  These he s
willing to send free on receipt of suflicient stamps to
cover postage.  As cach paper will only require a
halfpenny stamyp, smadl societics may, by sending 2
shilling or two in stamps secure a large number of
English, American, and Colonial Freethought journals,
The stamps can be sent to us, and we will sce that the
papers are forwarded.  Each bundle will be as-
soried,

Under the new Police Offences Adt, a man at West.
port was recently charged with working at his calling
on Sunday. The offeace consisted in hauling some
logs fram the river Lank which the inecreasing tide
threatened to carry ont to sca mnd transport to parts
unknown without any bill of lading beig

nade out.
The Magistrale dismussed the case. This is usually
the course adopted by sensible Magistrates when
having to deal with nformations lad under this

enlightened piece of legislature.

The Rev, C Waorboys has been lecturing in Auclland

on “Iath and Freethought ™ and on +f Christinn
Freethought” Tu the first lecture he stated that
Christianity “recognised  the requirements of the

future as well as of the pr(:sm:-t existence,” and that
“secularisim does nothing for us that Cl nﬁtmmt) does
not, and 1s essentially wanting in t] T OTealest necess:-
tics of our beng” In his “sccond lecture the rev,
gentlemen is reported as having stated that A man
may belivve what he pleases about the inhabitants of
the planet Jupiter, but not about the inhabitants of
Louvdon. There facts comes in and Emit the freedom
of ns thought.”  This is exzetly the position Free-
thinlers take up as to the “requivements of the futare.”
Christi;:ns may believe what they please, but when

Bey talle of = London ™ we know as much as they do.
\\ ith rezard to our U oreatest necessities T Secularists
bold that they have the sare right to thelr opimions on
this point as Christians, and if Scenlarism bo correct
then the o 1z that deLllull‘ to this world form cur
sogrentest neeessilics.

In Lis sccond tecivre the Rev. Mr Worliovs took for

Lis tont = Prove all things” but judeine by the short
veport we hnve seen he =cems to have followed the
usial  conrse of assuming all things. There are,
according 1o h HE the “inets 7 et man s religl
mstinets, 1he Sl of uman consclousness, the oot
Ll wihat 1 pn, oy fa ]1(1 God mwost Le amd the
fuet of » Chr iy itsell” Proof doos oot scom o
have heen @iven of Hn-sn- reliious 1astinets, boat it

appears thaton this point as long as the most L:.r%’l"(ﬂll&
v on the varin have a fenr of evil k[:lllk% or i helict

s v, they are put down s reiglons, The people
whie o to sivages for proof of a uiversal heliof | m i
Sond 7 do ot as a0 rule, care whether the beliet s
really oo god or o devit anything savouring of the
supernitaral does. The * fact” of human conseious-
ness 18 proven s neat way == 1 know T am, that
Lary a poerson, hoave o mnud, aed a0 moral natare.
Wi |y Pather, God, must by but e ahighe
sense, mnl free from evill™ The first sentence deals
with what the Jectnrer = knows,” the sceond with what,
i lis opinion, st be o systenn of Yproving all
thices, which will not convert many who have wo be
convincud as to the re '11‘1\' of God. Then we have the
faet of Christlanity, of which the fecturer says, not all
the sv-callod Freothonght people i the world can
prove it s not the “power of God unto salvation,
while thousands of Christinns say it 1, and their hves
prove o hcave,
the Bving Chstians ciomot be aceepted as evidence
Hoit means salvation from Jmmoeraity, wir de not need
o deny i, but we ene prove on the other hand that it
1s noel the only of salvation, as the lives of
Sceularists cui prove,

s clurnal hic

Ir f\(L‘l'\.'(iJL.\Hi'l

IERTENN
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As will be scen by an advertisement on the back
page, the ladies of the Dunedin I'recthought Associa
tion are {0 hold a bazawr during October next, i aid
of the Lyceum Dubding Iund. The assislance of
Frecthought friends throughout the colony is asked, aud
we  feel sure that this will be readily granted by
Lrecthimkers on whont the wouk of assisling our causc
has just demauds,

The canse of Irecthought is progressing on the
West Coast of the North Esland, and Iately we have
heard of the founding of a Lycecwm at [Palmerston

Norvih. One of the local papers, referring 1o the first
necting,  states  that :— The  resolution  that the
platform should be one of the widest, literally, was

cordially recetved and confivmed, Al denominations
arcwelcomed, and free nceess to the platform permitted.”
A committice was clected to arrange with relerenice to
saitable rooms in which to hold the weekly Lyecum
nestings.

Our “ Appeal to Trecthinkers ™ last month has
resulted in our receiving a number of sugeestions. One
corresponpent at Negaire suggests that we shoudd say
how many snbscribers we require to pay exponscs ;
uul that the associntions should order 3, 4, 6, ot 12 2

month for sale to thelr members who may not be
subscribers; our friend also offers Lo take two extra
coples monthly, an excellent fdea. With reeard to
his first suggestion we  require  about 250 wore

subscribirs 1o pay cost of paper and printing, and
armong all the associations it should not he difficult to
raise these, A Gisborne friend has done what he
could by secuting 1o subscribers, and [or this we thank
hit, Others can do mueh by dropping a word here
and there or lending their back numbers in guarters
where there s a tendeney for Freethonghe literature.

CTHE RATIONALISTY
The first number of this paper comes 1o hand just as
we o to press. [t contas alirge quantity of reading
matter, nearly the whole of which is ariginal, The
editor thinks there is work coough for it to do as a
weckly Irecthought  journal, and he lays down a
platform whicii promises pretty extensive work on the
part of his journal. A full veport s wiven of a lecture
Ly Mr. Co Dright. There are a aurher of original
notes under the title of - Mived Spice,” followed 1))
Notes on Father Toambert’s book, aoriticism of <« Cls
article 1w the Review on Professional Lecturers, Palpit
Skoetches, corrcqpoudcncc, Kc. The most of the
articles readable, but we notice a lamentable
tendeney to vulgarity, and o decided want of tone
some of the items,  We should like our younger brother
to bu successful i his carveer, but core muast e taken
to the matter admitted, and the stvle adopted.
Vulganty and liceuse are not PFrecthought by a long
way, ad their use tends to hart the movenment,

arc

s

Aroguess.

AMASTIUR

l()\

The Scerctary of the Masterton Association writes
as under for the past montlh - —

S, -Lagain send youn ashort report of our proceedings to date.
We are holding our rognlar Senday evening mectings still in the
Theatre Roval, and the nizbtly attenidance s fairly Increasing, We
are quictly but fraly bettering our position. i

Wo have started o subs ription list i aid of bullding a Tycecunt,
and have atready received /56, which is a fact that shows the
Libewid spivit there 1s below the surface.

Lhace otk Bloe Pencil © for viiows American papers
which Lave furnished vs with a number of good readings,

Asking you to uxeuse brevity, owing 1o lac l\ ol time, t o, &,

=, Dacow.

AND

PALMERSTGN  NO H'I‘Ii l Y ORTAL
LIPELLALRY [NSTITUTI.

We are mudebted to our Palimerslon covrespordent for

the fullowing details w2 the establislinent of o Lyceum aud
baterary Tnstitate in that town ; - -

_'l'lli.a istitution dias heen established under miost Fvorable aus-

proes. A leeture was deliverod on the 3lst May by Mre 1L I

Walten, tnthe Town Hall, Palierston N, te a Large and attentive

andience, the subject being, © Jesus and the ftospels.”  The pr e
Luninary step was then taken to establish o Lycenm, The mentbers
roll ab the present thae Is over 50, with @ numerons fullowing os
veb unsianed. The inwegural address, together with a lecture on
e God of the Bible,” wes delivered by Meo T2 R Wallon, on
Sunday, the Mth tust. The Lyccum was well filled by o most ap-
preciative amdience. At the cenclusion, several pevsons sizned the
roll of nrembership. The objects of the Association are—the at-
tainment awd promulsation of knowlelze, as the best moaus of pro-
moting the welfare of mankind.,  The platform is te be ene of the
whlest Iiberality, A vonvenient room has been engaced for Sunday
purposes, capable of seating 200 persons eomfortably.  Arvrange-
ments have also been made with the ¢ Manawatn Times” to keep
the ubjects anl mectings of the Association before the pullic in
every Iswne, The impression alveady made has cansed ashalinie
amemgst the dey bones of the orthodesy. The clergy have alvealdy
denowneed this innovation of “Saten’” in no wmeawmred  terms.
Thers is veason for thele madness, for an avernge of 200, 1 prust,
will be iwlneed te spend their Sunday evenings in bistening to
Seommon =ense T and Freasoi,” instead of the threadbave and inis-
leading orthodoviend twaddle. T send you a copy of the @ Mana-
wata Times” of the 16ih inst,, with a brief reenind of the last
lectuve in it

1 {orvot to mention that arvangements are cowpleted, enabling us
Lo have music at intervals <during each evering.  An jovitation is
also to Le sent to each of the cleroeymen, duviting them to ozenpy
the platform at any fine they think fit. A hearty weleome and the
ulwost conrtesy will he accorded to them,

W shall T glad of a visit from svine of owr Wanganul friends
when passing this way.

Lam, &e.,

June {7, “Lrcur ! More Licort 2
WAVERLEY.
We have to thank Me 1L F. Mason for the following
items -—

I have nething of importance to chronicle this month. The
propayamnda 15 still geing on and has taken a firm hokll in this
district. It is possible now to talk absut resthonghs, its aims,
and mspivations, withoub causing your hearers to froth at the
munth, as if they el an attack of the rabies. This makes thines
wmore comfortable for us, and, I hope, also for the orthudox. We
Liope to recommence owr mectings en Sunday evenings shortly, an d
are trying to mike arrangements for o move attractive progranne
than we have had hitherto. I am infermed, on good anthovity
that the cause has some statneh supporters in Pagea, nud that there
is every probability of an Assoclution being Formed there at no
distant date.  We have received Judwee Williams's book, mud feel
certamn 16 will be of immensce service in spreading the propaganda.

Yours fraternally,
11 170 Masox.

INTTELTON SECULAR ASSOCLIATION.

Mr.o W, T Barues, Secvetary of the above Association,
seuds his veport for the last two months, as follows:—

S, —As onr meetings had been so poorly attended I omitted to
sond o report last month —I am happy to be able te inforia vou
that Mr. Rae, late Viee President of the Christcharch Freethoaght
Association. has become a resident of Lyttelton, and has accepted
the Prestdency of our Asseciation. During the past month our
Sunday cvenings have been cceupied  as follows,  May 31st,
Rewdings by members, Juns zth, Commentary i')ﬂ. The lite of

Preid”  Juee ngth, Lecture, *The Lvolation of Trecthoazghe,”
Alr Rae June 2ist, Readings &, by members, l have to thank
“DhIne Pencil™ for a packet of © Truthseekers”  We are still

plodding along in a quiet mauner, but unfortunately we have no
mnsic thatdrawssuchlargecongregations astothechurches, 1 am ot
opinion that il we hud sufficient funds to parchase an instrmment
(i harmoniun would be better than nothing), we should have a
much farger atlendance at oar mueekings,
Yours, &,
\WiLnias T Barxes, Sceretary.

Lytlelion, Juue 2zmd, 183,

WANGANUL IF I\I,LTII()U(;II T ~\beCI VTION.

The Sceretary sends the following report for the
month of May

Alay 1otbh, Mr. Phavazyi gave an infcresting discourse on Iather
Lambert's * Notes on Ingersoll.”  The lecturer was of opinion that
IFather Lambert hawl not met Ingersell's argoments, but had
quoted certam passages and felt ont what would tell azainst him.
ITe selmitted] that the Rev, Father was able and ingenious. and ais
stvle was calculated to Tmpress those who were already of his vwa
opinivm.

\h\ r7th. Alv. Ilollow gave a sketch of G R, Sims’ life and
works, also several selections from his work on the lives and homes
of Liu: poor of London,

May 2gth, Mo Rawson lectnved on The
C Over Pepulation and Co-uperation,” in reply to a letter from o
Theist, The lecturer maintained that Co-operation wonld improve
the condition of the working popalation,  Oun the sabject of Over
Population he was of opinion that 1t is wrong o bring ehildren into
the world (o be Lrought up in misery, and that there is no donbt
but that the opinion of Malthas woeuld be valned mere and more
as kuowledge 1nercased.

v

1o of London,

S. MaxsoN, Secrelary.
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WELLINGTON SECULAR SOCILTY.

The following is Mr. Tyrcll's report for the month
of Junc:

Sir,—Since my last report we have had twe lectures by Mr
Lllis, the President of the Psychological Seciety of \JL\V Zealand.
The first was on  Natural Men and Natural Wemen,” and the
other - The Religion of the Future.” Both of these lectures were
well received, and attended by good andiences. My, Lllis is a
rising lecturer, and will no deubt make a name fur himself,

Last Sunday, the 14th, dr. Grey, one of onr members, read a
lecture delivered by W. M, Pengelly, Esq., the great Archiologist
of England {on the Antiquity of AMan), and Mr. I Morriy gave
us the secrets of acquiring Ventriloquism, showing that it is not
a gitt, but that all can do it, with a little practice,

XCS’:Elday we had a Musical programme. I should have stated
in my last communication that we had our first fum.nl one of the
members of our Society, a good and kindly fellow, 1“11‘ o departed
this life, He was fo]lo\\ed to the grave by nearly all the members
of the Society, and a very fmpressive burial service was read over
him by Mz, ], Peyman.

Iam &c.,
June 22nd, 1883,

CANTERDBURY

W. TyrELL, Secretary,

FREETHOUGIHT ASSO-
CIATIONXN,

Mr. ¥, C. Hall supplies the following notes for the
months of May and June :—

Since my last report in your columns the following services
have been held at the German Church rented by the Freethinkers,
Subjects :—aApril 26, * Life's Purposes,” by Mr. J. Parker; May 3,
A Reply to Bishop Barry on the Bible 1 Schocls Qucst:ml"' by
Mr. Thomas Willlams; May 10, '* Ingersoll's Query—' What 1s
Blasphemy ?” May 17, " Correspondence with Rev. Crewes on
Science and Genesis,” by Mr. Morell ; May =z, Chureh Custom
v, Bible Doctrine,” from ' Boston Index’; May 13, Dr. York gave
his lecture ©* 8cience and Religion " to a very Iarge audience at the
Oddfellows Hall, which was a success in every point of view.

The committee agreed to take 30 extra copies of the Review
per month, to be seld at the door.

1 have just received a letter from [3Mr. Isaac Selby, who savs he
isstudying, and that he will resume his lecturing at the beginning
of the summer.

Hearing such good accounts of Miss T. B. Chapman {from
Dunedin, I wrote last week inviting her to Christchurch.

At our hall on Sunday a volunteer up from Timaru told me that
Fred Crook pleased the Libeorals of that town very much, Why
don’t they start an associativn there ?

I don't know how the Dissenters here get over
women shall ant speak in their churches,
Leavitt the use of their pulpit,

In answer to querics from other secretaries as to lLow
Lyceum is conducted, T may say that there s a lady su
tendent and a lady at the piano, that the girls division
by females and the boys’ by males. There is reading, si:
marching. A motto s given out from the © Guide ' om
be said from memory the next. The pupils velunteer
prexis or to sing solos. They have cach a tickel fur
motto and a third if they recite ur sing asvlo, When a pu
six tickets they are exci mn”ul for o penty postage stamp, wi
stuck on a form and when that is fillad Ly ta Cl\L
taken with a Post Oflice Navings Dook w the
shilling is eatered i the bool and arother form
children had got tired of picture cards,

that
allow MMis.

the fact
and vet

our

amd appear to ’i‘WlWl‘("“"‘ C

this idea better than I, when a boy, lnui giving up uy Sanday
penny for the missionary box,

I consider Lycoums as most important for Hiling the ranis of
our associations with bona-tide Preethinkers, and even now the
pulpits do a great deal of gomnd to the cause by 2 owith
their schoclmates at the day schoal, Infet the words cthinker
and * Freethought,” which three yeass apo wore s elv ever
heard by adults are now in the day Sa;ll‘uv.f;‘ s iy i ther

mouths as household words,”

Christchurch, May 26, i385

Om sunday, the 71h \Ilss l L. Chapman, of Dunedin, lactured
at the Theatre Royal, Cbum(,hu.ch, on " Huw | left the Catitolic
Church.” Over £30 was taken at the Jdoor.

The next Sunday, the 14t that talented lndy lectured on o The
Popes of Rome " to a larger and move intinential audience,

Miss Chapman receiv ed‘ after all expenses were paid, about f43
fur two lectures, which fact proves that Miss Chapman is and will
become a great power to the Freethought platform.

F.C.lIan,

Christchurch, June 2o, 1883,

MELBOURNE.
We have to thank our Mclbourne Corl‘rw;pondullt,
Mr. D. AL Andrade, for the following report -

One of the most interesting events of the past month has heen
the Police Uonrt proceedingys arising ont of the antics of the Rev,
Mr. Dowie and his disciples,  They paradel the steeets of Fitoroy
in resolute detiunce of o loeal bye-law, which strictly forlids any
stich processions without special periission, aud were acenrdingly
fined or imprisoned.  Public opluion is much divided over the
merits of Mr. Dowie’s action ; some condenuing him for defyvine
the laws of the land 3 and others applawding him for <o doing, ax
they consider this partivular byclow to be an iufringenent upon

the religicns rights of the subjert, and one which needs breaking 2

crutse its lL[JL‘L] Dowie waintaing that he shuild obey the Taws o
“od " before those of nwen, but his Christinn malers {possibly
inflnenced slightly by Atheism} think otherwise-—hence hiy four
weeks' imprisonment, which has just ended, he having  heen
liberated on Tlursday last,

The Aelbourne Preshyterian Assembly appear to he coming to
their senses ; one of their number, the Rev, . Welr, remarked at
a recent sitting, that seme penple appeared to think that heresy-
lmnting  was one of the main fonctivas of the Chwrel, He
apparently thinks so too, for he reconunends them to refrain frum
this foolish practice in the future, and questions thele wisdom in
Ol‘mting out the Kev, Charles Strong (the best man of the lot by

fur)

The pestal anthorities have .1111111u1 to the Government  for
permission to prevent The Libers At woing throngh the post as o
newspaper.  They 11:1\@ Lnwever, buen Lo T i their coitemptilile
uifort, their application baving heenveinsed. They will, therefore,
Iave the mortiteation of continning tc) convey the laper, as they
Lave done for the past 12 wnnths, < The Libertor® having st
entered upon the sceowl year of its existence, the anuiversary
its birth was celebrated on the Tst instaunt, .'lt the Seeular Hull
Alellisurne, by o grand snpper, at which about 100 persons were
present. It was e decbled sueeess inoevery respect,

M Symes” suday evening letures ot the Hadl of Selenee for
the past month have been as follows ;- Men ool Monkess: 2
Comparison and a Contrast ;7 Noolt's (i

l‘ .H()E] il

Absurdity ;" ¢ The Queen’s Bivthday : By What hl-fln_ Dacs ‘:lm
Feiun ¥ " The Gads, Crealds, awl Morvals of our Seavdinavian
Forefathers ;7 and ' Mind in the Lower Animals,” 1o his lectine

on “The Queen'’s Bivthday, &e.' {a summary of which appenred {n
the Liberator) Mr. Symes sketehod the bistory of the Diritish
monarchy as far back as Henry VITL, and showel that from that
time to the preseant the choive of Engand’s riders Lus not been
dictated by some peaceful and mutually aceepted vile 5 but thas

the richt {or rather the wrong) to rule lLas always Leen an
uncertainty, —foree, in the forms ol eunning,  swindling, awd

blogdshied, settling the question i each instanee, He guestioual
the nlfhtof A solitar vindivilual s=saming aruling power nver utlhors,
and advounted repablianisn i it grewd, My =yies is 1o short Iy
=it Syduney wnl Adeladile,
Tac Wednesday  evoning deliates
wars Synies aned Donovan o ene oo
of =ate Fdueation, in wilch they
cromwl as in their recent

Bave bheen heldoas usual,
indoon disenssing the merits
went over ntels the sane
newspaper costtovery, to owhich
referred inomy ast letter. Onanothier cecasinn the Powie cise was
detated. Tlhis provald a vory warnt disenssion, there being as wach
difference of opinion in the Sceuwlr body as auwengst the general
public, and Mr. Symes, who changi fomed Prowie inhis action, Lad

vlenty of opposition to et with, dat Jie Ll uo liliculty in
maivtuining {so it appearad to el hiz impre iy positin.,
The Sanday aftereoon lectires on the Vare onk have ecn
delivered as usual, the spedl Lieing Messis 10T IPull ]1
ae Millar, and U0 P Uplion, The sulije ts were no
doone, Dy the ntter cestienan, was ouloa pe
el encitlod W hat ~oeial Olassed Owee to lach Otlhe 1%
wits o resirate of Mro o Summers” exscllent little book of the swne

uitnie, published reeently by AMe
Thenew rudes of the AL

The veport of the Seoular

completed its second lalf-y

Trabner, of Lomdon.
have heen drava wp aod adopted,
Sanday Nelool, '.\'iuuh just

IR

RS ETNINEEN

The Evleetls Aswociation of 't delil their wsanl monthly
nwesing on the $th fustant, whoe My Tanwes Donovies Jellverad o
dusospee houpon  Prisen Fthivs ™ Inowhieh he combattul

ted iy M
] ton frllowed,
The W Wolzan's Suiln
execedingly guict for some tne
s the By, CGenrgue Walt (Linitaviun) prsiling, The
s were hopelul of ultinu iy il stroneny wlvoeat el
the fmonpation of wonwnds p:"l‘li.‘llllunl:lt‘y alﬁhumg by to 0t i
ladics for legislative work,
The Unitoians continue  to Lkeep Ml
coritenment eou ny Av. JTestice Willkuos
sub=iededs wel alvencdly they fave plumel i
pulun pall The new ventuee i to beoontide D s Modern Thought,”
and 1t s to be published monthly at the ioldest peive of 54, Te
st e s towppear oo duly st Flhe lstof conteibutors 1s a
coval onvy awd Usee tiad Uiey auticipate the wblition of the e
of the lHen, lmlu vttt The Unitavians are alse Gilivently
Tooking to their bubilings They lnwe deculed focoustruct 3 onews
chnreln, ab a cost of sbowt £3000, and @ colloetion s heen stiartel
for the purpose, apwands of L#UU heine contribated ab e neetd:
at which the new builling w Thesvdney Unitariinga
are shortly to lose the sory oo, wlio fis =0 alily

Busalen at the previvus meeting ; a

N

dety, win have hoo

hell woprblie e tiny Lt

ailve, T
Benls Tt ot vel.
publiatior ol g

e

vil

thn

1t

represented them for some thae past Le retiens to Boclowl i
August next. A suecesser s been appasinted s uud the expenses
of his pussage out, and improvenicnts to the chiney e

neeessitated the raising of about
ditfieulty in obtaining,

De, Taylor the well-known elitoe of P Ssjenee o Iis
arrived from Bagland o a leburing toaee e Toctiaedat Aalefakds
with great swevess nnd then provesdobto Mellowre, whers e Los
stacted i series of <% le tuves, the fivst of whivh was deliversl on
Mondiy lust a0 crowdel .unl appreciative windionee, e s o
domb volee, wnoaldel l\l]\, arul LM.HW‘I\ lernele of e pressing Limes [lt
Bt ppn Jaoe lnereere, el Bis visiy promises G be s e, 1
opieiing lecture wis enditlal 9 Phe AW orld Before Man,” in \\-hi. h
e sketehol the Ristory of the worllls infiowey, as revealel iy
conlozy, e does ot el to anthnatal 34 Sy peaple,”
sl lor Sin el denoranes of the weead stdy cokstantly lidoea
their eyes, bab nnseen by then thonehe e worhl was Larned ant
Tihoo o pieve sl new furuitere, veady wade wml nwusht into use ot

Lo, whicde they will have un

s,
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uotice.”  And later on he told his heavers that
notwithstanding the great truths vevealed in the awe-Inspiring
pages of gealogy they were still in the swadidling clothes ol
superstition, which, in the course of tine, wounld be swept ALy
before the nnpmHh Mle truths which surronnded them on all gides.”
Unfortunately he panders slightly to popular prejudices, as for
instance when he says that ¢ thronghout his carcer he had kept in
view the one fact that the first command on reeord was * Let tlun.
be light,” and new the light which had heen darkened by the lapse
of many sges was being gradually and surely evolved by the
teachings of gealogy” Al after putting sueh a forcign
consteuction on this biblical quotation Le proveeds to narrate the
suientific explaration of the world’s growth so opposed {o the story
narvated in the absurd old volwme from which he mades it appear
he is gaided. Apart from this fault {the necessary accompaniment
of papularvity) the lecture was a first-class one. A future leeture
annnunced iy entitled “The Ragacity and Morality of Plants;”
thiy, as you are deubtless aware, is also the title of his reeent and
most popular book.

T daresay T have oxhausted your patience and yonr “spacc or I
might tell you particulars of the Temperance Hospital, the Gordin
J\hmmmi the Salvation Avmy meeting at the Town Hall {for
won-attendance ab which one leading M3 sent apologics), the
vase of the little girl lost for & memih in the bush, and whose
kuowledge of herbs helped her to sustain life when the indifference
of the God, in whom she believed, would have left her to starve In
the colil—these, and similar items, 1 ean merely allude to,

The Ballavat hranch of the A 8 AL continue their regular course
of lectures, and with such success that the local Press are striving
to induce the police to stop their meetings, At Sandhuvst, Mr.
Symes has delivered two lectuves, nutlmw farther, 1 un:lcrst:uu],
having been dime at present,

In Sydney, Mr, Thomas Walker eontinues his eourse of lectnres,
and Mro Geralil Massev has delivered a few lectures under the
ausplees of the Menday Platform Assoclation,

T reference to the recent Malthusian proseention, Mr. Walker
np[n lied to have a case stated for argument in the Supreme Conrt

he applivation was granted 5 the case is to coms oll alout th(,
!u winning of August, A Defence ¥and has heen started to assist
M Walker ire s str ugule, upwurds of £30 having heen collected

The Asociation of Newenstle s vetting on very well; the
Sunday marning debates, Sunday evening lectures, and 'l‘hursday
evening socials, all meeting with the snecess they deserve.

Davin A, Axprane

south Varea, Melbonrene, June 10, 1885,
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T CORBESPUNDENTS,

sesarne - We regret that, owlng to exhioime pressuve on our
spaee, we are unable to publishe your very futeresting ledter $11 next
e, When we shadl hope to Tuve heand frether from you.

COvne T CAshbarton) - Yo will fee that aseare has been made.
W shall bo plessed to recelve your prollered assistance.

S laeden Bhots' 7 el Aenostie’™s ™ contrihmtions have
leld over ot aeeount of wand of spuaee.

heen

RECE]

A pamphlet eatitled © The Question Settled 3 or, Belision rrrsns
Nupeestition.”  Ohwing to press of nuatter we are unable 1o review
it thiwontly, hul hope to do so i our next issue,

CRadionalisl,” CSydoey Daily Telearapl,’  Manawatu Thues,’
Cleilling Star,” tPaten Ml lovestigator,” * Liberator,” *National
Retormer,” *Frecthinker,”  *Trathseeker,” * NVZ, Preshyterian,”
N7 Methwdist

W hive veceivind eopies of the Toeal papars eontaining reports of
thie able lectures deliverad by Mro Walton at Feilding and Ualners-
ton. Want of space alune prevents owrasing thenn.

VI,

SREVIEW FUNDS
W have (o acknowledge with thanks the receiptof 1 from
©Agnestic,” Greymouddl,
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CARE SUNDAY SCITOOLS UNNECESSARY
LEXCEDPT AS SECTARIAN AGENTS?™
The process of social organisation ccems to have

been a process of evolution, and if we Iny hold of the
chain and rm the links back we come to the stage

when every human pair was the nucleus of a coming
socin] body—the domestic hearth with its teil and care,
its love, its teaching discipline and government, the
primal social oreanisation.  There were no universitics
then, ne teclhinieal schools, no national schools, no
boavd schools, no church schools, and wo Sunday
schools,  The family hut or howvel was the schoeol
edifice, and the human pair school board and teachers,
In the early history of these educational institutions,
tiie mstruftion was not literary but technical. The
mother taught the girls to cook and bake, and wash
and nurse, and thc use of herbs as medlcmt the
father taught the boys to fish and hunt and CultI\-atc,
and also how to make and use arms of offence and
defence. Bye and bye seers and prophets appeared,
who spoke of God and taught the people moral duties ;
these afterwards became the Church, There came
also itinerant minstrels and poets—there came the
litcrary and musicai professions. But it was the
adult minds that were addressed, the children might
form portion of the auditory, but there is no reason for
supposing that the nstruction of the children was
taken out of the hands of the parents by either the
scer or minstrel; though we may be certain that the
superstitions and legendary history taught by seer and
minstrel, werce re-taught by father and mother to their
children.  We are aware that learning of a certain
class recived some sort of shelter in the monastic
institntions of the middle ages. and a few, but very few
of the ruling class participated in that learning ; but,
I think, we have no evidence that any schools wure
cstablished for the common people before the Protes-
tant Reformation, nor did they become gencral until a

very long time after that.  The influence of the
Church—Catholic,  Anglican, or Presbyterian—in

common scheols, has until very lately, out-weighed all
other influences; but secular teaching has for at least
a century been assuming larger proportions in the
teaching of the commen schiools, and cousequently
displicing church teaching. A fear of the consequences
of this vrowing ascendancy of secular teaching, must
have heen, | think, the cause which led between fifty
and ginty years agoe to the cstablishment of Sunday
Schools.  Teaching 1 common  schools has  been
wetting more secularised since even then; and though
rehigion Is i lew cases totally C\Clllkll_(!. from the
pmph\ s schools, yvet 1t is taught tn such a perfunctory
manner as to be without vitality, cither good or ill.
We in this colony, enjoy as pure, pulnpb the purest
system of secular education enjoyed by any English
spe aking people. There is a grand cneness in 1t in
that it 13 undenominational, and its tendency 1s to
Lring up the children of these 1slands as the children of
one people. The noble and commanding feature in it
is national unity, and unity 13 strength, I hope de-
nominational pletters will never succeed in their
insidious attenipts to break up and dismember it. Tt
is true that the reading books of our national scheols
are uot so free from theological 1deas and I3iblical
references as a purely secular taste would wish, but they
are a8 pure, probably as auy school reading books are,
I doubt if there are any school reading books 1o be
obtainud thoroughly free from religions ideas and
allusions. Lo the teaching of the linglish language,
pennanship, and the art of caleulation v our schools,
the ulmost purity 1s attempted, and the rudiments of
the sciences arc communicated, as taught by the most
accredited scientists, The teachers of these schools
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have to pass through an extensive and careful curicu-
Ium of study, and after that graduate at Training
Colleges ; in fact, no pains are sparad to make themn
efficient leachers. The schouls wie open Give diavs o
the week, five hours per day, holidays excopted. They
are open to every boy awd girl from .“1\'(' to [ifteen
yvears of age, and they are Lree and without chige.
With these obvions qualifications and privileges there
cannot be a doubt that our national schenls ofivr very
large facilitics for the children of these islands aequiring
a uscful, scientific, and almest purely sceulur education.
These facts are sufficient to establish iy position that
Sunday Schools are on public gronmls unnecessary ;
but, lest some should not have been couvineed, I shall
go on further to prove that Sunday Schools are
injuriaus, and surcly what is injurious s nnnccessary.
There has been some attention drawn lately to over
teaching at our national schools, and instances hove
been quoted of mental injury having heen suffored by
pupils from this “cramming.”  Now, when weconsider
that the pupils have to devote twenty-five hours pov
week to attendance at school, and from six to ten hours
at home in the study of home lessons, it 1s quite
probable that many of the little people have got enough
to do, and that their growing minds are subjedied to
quite sufficient strain. I think there is Hule doubt they
iook forward with the same feeling and joy and relief
to Saturday coming and Sunday coming, as they do to
their Christmas and Easter Tolidiys. Dt Sumday
School advocates step out and say to the children
“ you shall not have the ‘31111(14) holiday, we want v ou
for two hours on that day,” and it one or one wid o
half hours is added to the two hours for going and
returning, we may call it half a day. It wouid appear
that there is not the least companction feh in m‘i:l:ii”"
the children of the half of one of their weckly
So far from that, Sunday School achers eng
”enLrally very iu hted ideas ef the great service th
think they are rendering socicty, and espectally th
children they attempt o teach ; and they think th
socicty owes them a considerable amount of yratitude
but, were the Government of the colony to order
the common schools should Le opencd for haif a davon
bdhlld:l}% what an outery there would boe LLI)O
cramming the children and (1(‘~.t1f}\111<f1 welr Saturdny
hollda\, and where 1z the difference 1f the sune t
is done by Sunday School teachers on Sundays
children may not grumble,

aliedn V.

..H.
The
You may conx and ucl:ui;;

them with ribbens and rosciies, and  sashes, and
hand-clappings, and wmusic, but you e (h')mcf Hu‘
clildren wrong all the same, and Hu) would he Lottor

out in the fields clim] hing fv'lcw chasing bhutte
and robbing bird's nests. Everyono who has leared
anything l\.uo\\s that learming s work—that school s
work to the children as well as the teachuors,
much work as sawing and driving nails
carpenter, or carrying a hod to o 1211)(’)11‘\‘1‘
would carpenter or labourer like if ciaph
say, I shall want you to

e,

[1is s
s oo
Ared how
OYEers were 10
worlt o cou p‘.\- or thiee noars
every Sunday.  We would soon huar somctineg of
striking. Why then should we nnpose on chihibe
what we should not like imposed on curselves. Thoere
1sasaying, “the better the day the better thedesd, bt
does net held about Sunday Schools, or Sunday Scliool
teaching, for these, from thé Anglican Sunda v school 1o
the Progressive I veenn, are d((ld((“\ inforior to the
Nallonal Schools and National cdueation.  How do L
know? 1 have pointed out that the teachers i our
National Schoels have to submit to aconrse of traiming
and examination hefore they ave permittod to tenehy;

this is a guarantee of qualiication.  but Sunday
School teachers have not to submit to oy such
training or scrutiny, and  conscguently Lave 1o

guarantee of qu dification. Therefore there nst he
Sunday bchool teachers who are nuqualified Lo teach.
Children, at least those any way advanced inostady,
and who attend the National Schools, will scon fhd
out the ungualificd teachors and Jangh o thelr bad
Enghsh and fulty pronounct lation ; hat those children
who arc not advanced wiil have their cducs o spofied
by getting one kind of Tiaglish in the week dov selion!]
and another i the Sunday Lo Clhionesi
Sunday School this defect 1s semewhat concealed and

Selionl,

compensated-—concealed from the want of direct
comparison. because the subjects treated in the week
iy s(lm()l are not ch':ltu] in lh 1t ‘Mm(.d\ school
ktLl \l ll]L\ll_.“L L \\,lL\ll IJ) Ll'\;llLlll
that other class of subjects -Crad, Devil, Uell, Heaven,
Jusus, &co Inoa Sceular Slll(h) HLh(JOl t s defect
cainot be (Wit Lrl}L,L‘L, O 1s :L.l} ‘\llllJL,\,k
to divert attention from 1t. The Scaudar Sunday
School deals with (e same subjects as our National
Scenlar day school, hat it can ondy deal with them i
ai inferior maenver because the teachers have not hoen
tramed to the work,  Sunday Schools ave tine things

1 S
Lt nes

J."\

thici. cNCILInY

for gueting the chililren out of our winv, So sav the
parents of this geveration, They sav the same things

abont the day sclools. 1t wonll seom they never want
to see their childven atall, week dovs nor Sundavs, The
tme was o when parents were glind of therr children.,
wore happy to see them ronnd them, and distressed
their absence was prolonged  an howr beyond  the
cxpected time, Clildren are actuadly now esteemed by
miny of both sexes o nuisanee, and those who bevrot
them try all sehemes to palm the care of thom over
upon any justitietion oy any ndividaal at themselves,
The e was whon any married woman was proud of

beng 1 an mteresting conditinn, now  mnny o are
ashamed of being seen so. AMany of the children bhorn

Aow-a-dnvs never know that fived of homan joys, a
mother’'s bosont to suck aud caress and e o, No.
Instead of dravwig th sustenance from the warm

iheir
of
A

sy

and livinge fountain of
with o vlass bottle
Indin-rablber to L

boing they are presented
cow s el piece of
: Nursing, 1 cons=tiored,
srroils the gracelud rvoob Ui beiie outime, sl
what does ane mother know bui ni
Lo make other comguesis b

il

1Lis

shie

L

ahdes tho oo

Lowonder at the L‘.:N‘.Lfl““ ool s very
cistoim of rearing our cobdren on cows’, i

L, midih will resuit altmately sn the dovelopment
ol hovie fl;t:'[u‘i(.l'isiics in the contnge oencralions.

T my e imstead of o chalitren ot o
Sweday Sehool tenchers on Samdoy, toadt “ust the
iy we should gather tieny vroweud onr hrees. We e
free on that day from the dirt and tail of abonr, or the
care amd Jdest oof bhusiness, there
Jie ionse, no seh . uml I

AL don our Tl ot

oy
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s nocleannee an m
cons for the chiling
i fact oar

0oL or

11”%‘[

IS HERRY

v AWVe showld sny fhe oh "lU ren anml not oo
school. Thoev have plenty of that darme the wedk,
They shall coont andenioy t:n,-:‘.]tav]\u-:. mthe coutirg.,
at the rascwng on the wates, o on L =hore, Al
who shall loole alter ther, Whv aurselves. Ther are
denrery 1o ws than Lo anvone  cose, \\'l' Koy Lot

Hhke to see thent codoy thenrwives, and i it
too attend Lo thom b 1S ours
Yes that s o purpose which

SunglsoseT

Vi Althiouzn alinsions o leadine

L]:um cieal wlens are found mrernaxe 1 winh sonce of

L teding ](‘;a-m watter of our Natonoa! schoods

cinnot e sand that relirious buth ofany Kind st whu
fore, U Deciine necess: S i

Schools wheren
Licageht their relirions faths g

stiould Tueve
woual he
HIHME
Schoals wlso. Dut the nead that relicious scels have
for Sunday Schools s not expertenced by Seealarias,
Iherr chindren, 18 they attend the Nanonal schools

thee
aed Secularisis
the religions secis and wy wo baibld vp Suoday

Sundiy VoL

arc
Duing tavchs Secolnrisin Dve davs o the weels, swinile
the chtliren of vehoous socts ave o e taughi
the Nations! sehcos ther rohigions weets during nny
of these fve dovs, S, eothere s neal for
Sarndiay Sehoods for the elnldven of velyZions seets there
1= 1o peed for thens for the ehildsen of Sceularists.

The whole slucationnl estitizhment of the country s
encaged teaching the children Seculavism, and for
sl privile socielics o atlempl to douand do badly,
what our edaeatioaal svstert s doing so well, s fonlish,
Itowill be whmttted thal ro cionesy 1"&-L‘.11|11‘.\'u‘ \\1]1
seind fas e slron o O Sehoul, bat i
is st there are recthinhors o hu are soodidlerent s

R L 1
Sbamlblit ciihey

Lo seted Creiv eleldren to ooy Stnday School handy (o
ced tner ant ool e w1 l‘lt‘ i 1):\1:‘11[5; are el
crent Frecshnd Coca e e G TenL pate s
Natore s g ‘111 I"-u thean 1.n| ‘li'lllllLH bt they
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do not seem to consider that they ought to excrcise
care over theun, They do not value Sunday as a
holiday te be enjoyed with their childeen, hut as
ihey can better enjoy without theni.

one
Lor I'recthinkers
of this class, it is perhaps as well that there are
Christian Sunday School teachers to take charge of
thuse children when they are young, and Christian
nimsters to take further charge of them when they
grow up. A belief in hell is a good moral restramnt
upon some people, and may be of service to the
chuldren of such Frecthinkers. The decadence of
parental interest in the famuly and the lethargy which
has crept over the excrtion of parental influence, seems
to me, an alarming feature 1 our civilisation—one
which points to a dissolution altogether of private
homes and private familics, and the introdudtion of a
systemn when government institutions or other large
mstitutions shall conduct all social affairs, and as a
couscquence the area of individual liberty influence
and taste be very much narrowed.

It is only then as sedlarian agents that Sunday
Schoels are neceessary, and the more zealously and
efficiently they are worked, the more harm they inflict
on general socicty.  We all knew the pharisaical
pride, the dissension, the intolerance, and the hatred,
which Sectarianism has formented in socicty, and what
15 the reeding seminary of Sectarianism?  Sunday
Schools, Refotm and philanthropy have met with no
greater enemy  than bcuarumsm, and  oppressive
governinents have never found a better friend. \While
a people are divided into sedis it is very difficult to
benefit theny, but i is easy then to plunder themn
The ambitien of noble minds is o reach an altitude
above sedts —to overlook sedtarian differences, to show
their  hollowness, their Immateriality and explode
them; to do anvthing but foster and perpetuate them.
All sedts and sedtaries occupy a low plane of thought,
but it {s @ het and sultry one—deficiency of thonght is
compensated by the presence of abundant inconsiderate
zealo  Dat when we consider that each of these
sectaries believes, and hotly, that his is the only path
tn happiness and salvation, we can at least give them
eredit for carnestness; pity and excuse them.  They
have cven claims to be considered philanthrophists,
sceing thew mtentions are to siave according to ther
own crwde ideas.  Scecularist Sunday Schools have no
such plausible position, Secularists have only one
dogma, and that is, freedom for the expression of
thought; and altl muwh many cannect with a good grace
concede practical frecdom of thought, yet fow intelli
gent nien would deny that freadom. 17 reedom for the
cxpression of thought has so far won its way, that it is
cven fashionable to admit that it is a corredt principle,
though many are dubions abawt the practice of it
This is the only, and the distinguishing Sccularistic
dogma, and sceing it is so generally admitted, that i is
even ceasing to be a distinguishing dogma, there is
certainly no need to establish Sunday Schools to teach
Indecd 1t is a subject rather sbove the capacitics
of children.  Truthfulness, industry, ovder, and kind-
ness, are matters which it is of the ulimost importance
should  be mnpressed on children, but these are
inseparably interwoven with the discipline of our
common schools and practically caught there; and L
have shown that the Lnglish language, the arts of
writing and calculation, and 1'ud'|11u]t;u"yqciumc‘ are
also t: Lurrht there, and taught more efficiently than they
can be cither in a Christian or Sceular Sunday School.
Lf what 1 have urged is impregnable against criticisu,
what can be said of the Secular Sunday Schoel but
that it 1s a business without a capital, 2 school without
A curviculun, and o fidtitious  cause upon which
enthusiasmn 1s wasted.  The chilitren are already away
from their parents (ive days in the week, and the sixth
is oue of honsckeeping preparation and bustle. Toeave
them in the hands of their natural and responsible
guardians on the seventh—-on Sunday. Why %tq) in
and by mterference weiken the te ol syiopathy, of
mutual love and dependence, between  parent il
child? Rather ecncourage and strengthen it, and knit
it more closely together, Do not qupcr%ulc the parents
as counciliors of s v children and leave them only the
meniat duties of leeding and washing then, Do not

b
LLa

remove i single stone
sacred edifice Jiom(,,

or a grain of cement from that
Ral]wr repair and strengthen

ity wld to its influencees and protedl it from decay.
ROBERT BURRS.

TRear high thy black majestic hills,

Thy sheltered valleys proudly spread ;
Awd, Scotia, pour thy thousand riils

And wave thy heaths with blossoms red.

o he, the sweaetest bard, is dead
That ever breathed the socthing strain.

A marble bust of the illustricus Ayrshire ploughman
now occupics o niche in the Temple of Fame at West-
minster Abbey.  Severul eminent men of letters were
present at the recent unveiling of the wemorial, and ex-
cellent speeches were delivered on the occasion by Lovd
Llosebery, the Dean of Westminster, and others. The
former was the perfection of cultured eloguence, as he
generally ig, but 1t 15 deeply a matter for vegret that Lhe
Lutter should Liuve so marved an otherwise graceful speech
by reference to Burns as “a prodigal son of the chureh.”
It is gratifying to note, however, that admiration for the
genius of the Scottish bard has not been confined to the
respectabilities of orthodoxy. Sunday evening, the 25th
of Junuwary, being the amniversury of the birthday of
Robert Burns, several representative spiritualists of London
conducted o 1eligious service derived wholly from the
works of the poet.  The hymn sung was ¢ A Prayer in the
Trospect of Death,” the latter portion of “The Cottar's
Suturday Night " was read as a lesson, and a lecture on
“ Spiritual Lessons from Burns’ Poems” appears to have
coneluded a most agreeable neeting.

Probably no other writer has done so much to destroy
the blighting and withering Calvinism of Scottish theology
as Robert Barns, The first of his poetic offsprings which
saw the light was his “Tloly Fain.”” This he deseribes as
a burlesque lamentation on a guarrel between two reverend
Calvinists, and certainly they are so exccedingly well
satirized that we can readily understand that the poem was
reccived with “roars of applause”  DBut what gave the
Livk the most alarin was @ Holy Willie's Prayer.”  This
cansed the greatest flory imaginable, and the *rigidly
rightcous ™ soon held “several meetings to look over their
spivitual artillery, if haply any of it might be pointed
against profane rhymers.”  Perhaps in this must be
rechoned to exist Bobert Burns' prodigality ! The Dean
of Westminster candidly admitted thut hypeerisy exists in
every church, and that this the poet most keenly sativized.
But that Burns had also a deep-rooted antipathy to all
priest-craft awd superstition, the Dean entirely omitted to
nention.  For who can doubt the verdict were the orthe-
doxy of the author of *“Tam o Shanter ” decided by an
appeal tothe thirty-nine avticles of the Chureh of England ?
Truly, “a prodigal son of the Church” he would he,
this “simple bard, rough at the vustic plough”  # Auld
Hornie, Satan, Niek' cr Cleotie ” had no rveal or personal
existeitee in Durns’ ereeds * Wheree'r that place 1s priests
e’ hell 7 eareried 110 fears with Inm; and as to a belief in
the doctrine of fotal humuan depravity we lnow that he
has written that “gloemy sectaries have branded our
nature by the principle of universal selfishness, the prone-
ness to ovil they have given us—still the detestation in
which inhumanity to the distressed, or insolence to the
fallen, are lield by all mankind, shows that they arc not
natives of the human heart.” And in Burns’ correspondence
we probably get a deeper and u truer insight of his religious
and cmotional nature than anywhere else, and leurn Low
carnestly  he  had endeavoured to solve ihose problems
“whicl schoold men™ have tried to anriddle and left as
mysterics still.  With Durns religion was w very simple
buasiness indeed, and it could hardly be possible to find the
Utifitarian doctrine of morality more neatly worded than
by him,  Writing to the © Hdinbureh Courant,” © Whatever
militates the woes, or increnses the ]mppm('hs nf othiers, this
is my ertterion of goodness ; and whatever injures socivty
ab large, or any budividual in it this 1s my weasvre of
iniquity.” Tt thiereupon seems of little mowent what one’s
speenlative opinions e, providing this rule of life is duly
vecaguised.  “ Prodigality o o Churel” ¢an then be of no
CONECYUEnCL.
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It must be remarked, lLiowever, to the honour of the
Dean of Westminster, that, in paying a tribute of praise to
the memory of the poet, the weakness of the man was most
tonchingly and dolicately alluded ta. Burns was brave
and singularly compassionate withal, and the proverb was
in nowise forgetten that of the dead we should suy nanght
but good. To the poor rustic bard, born in poverty and
obscurity, let us then say—all that is immortal of thee still
lives, and “ May the twf lie lightly on your bones! and
may you now enjoy that solice and rest which this world

geldom gives to the Leart, tuned to all the feelings of poesy
and love 17

Frer Laxce

Correspondence.

HEXRY GEORGE.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ‘FREETHOUGHT REVIEW,

81r,—Having been a constant reader of your paper since its
commencement, and agreeing with the general policy you have
pursued, it is with much regret that I have to complain about what
I consider your very unfair treatment of Henry George, A man
who sets himself honestly and sincerely to work to devise a means
of improving the conditicn of his suffering fellow-creatures merits
the respect and esteem of every right thinking man, and deserves
even fromn Lis opponents something better than misrepresentation
and abuse. T think it is hardly necessary to remiud you that abuse
is not argument, nor superciliousness wisdom, although they may
pass for such among those whoe will not or cannot think for
thewnselves.  In the last two or three numbers of your paper, you
devote two or three paragraphs to Henry George and his remarkable
book, but you appear to have such a superficial acquaintance with
the book you attempt to criticize, that Iam compelled to think you
have not read it, or, if yon have, have utterly failed to grasp the
author’s meaning, On the theory that you have read the book, I
canuot conceive how you could endorse sach a palpable absurdity
as this :—*“ It iz o mere quibble to diseriminate betwesn property.
W hat does it matter what my thousand pound's worth consists of,
50 long as 1 am satisfied with the kind of cstate, whether it bea
diamend ring vr a hundred-acre farm?’ How utterly selfish must
be the man whe could express such a sentiment ! That is identically
the way in which the slave-trader used to arguc! “*What does it
matter what my thousand pound's worth consists of so long as [ am
satisfled with the kind of estate, whether it be a diamend ring or
its equivalent in Awman flesh and bloed ”” The chief consideration
with men of this stamp s, whether they acquired their estates by
fair means or foul. Now that depends entirely on the interpretation
put upon the words “ fair and foul,” There arc many men who
consider anything fair that is lawfol, and, if it was still lawful to
trade in human flesh and bloed, would, with the utmoest self-
complacency, barter away the lives and liberties of their fellow-men,
in the comforting assurance that they were engaged in a perfectly
honorable and legitimate buginess. According to the peculiar
reasoning of the foregeing quetation, it isa “mere guibble to
distinguish between property!” Is it possible that the wwriter
canuot perceive the distinetion between an element of nature—a
thing that always has existed and always will exist—quite
irrespective of and independant of man—and a thing that is the
direct result of human labour? Is it to be wondered at that a man
who cannot distinguish this difference should not be able to perceive
the injustice of private ownership in land! I am not very much
surprised that Mr. Arthur Clayden, from whose speech you quoted,
should express himself n this faghion.  Peeple do not naturally go
to “ Royal Colonial Institutes” in scarch of liberal sentiments, but

what surprizes me is, that a paper professing to hold advanced and |

liberal views should be willing to endorse such palpably illogical
nonsense, Lo apply such epithets as “ fanatic” and ** George the
Fifth " &e., to such a man as Henry George is o very sorry answer
to his argunents, People who have read and studied hia writings
for themselves, will pay very little attention to stuff like this, [f
anytbing were wanting to convince me of the utter impreguability
of Henry George's position, it is the fact that his opponenta have
nothing hetter with which to meet his arguments than ridicule and
abuse. You speak of '‘ Progress and Poverty” as an extremely
fallacious hook, that its author is dangerous to the rights of property,
that he strikes at the foundations of society, and that he proposes a
scheme of land robbery.  Will you bo good enough to show wherein
the fallacy of ** Progress amd Poverty ” consists? and what you
mean by the rights of property as applied to land? Are you quite
sure that yow are not striking at what the great majority of people
call the foundations of scciety? Are you prepared to prove that
Henry George proposes a seheme for land rebbery?
that it is not a schemo of land restitution 7 You complain that his
propesals are vevolutionary, and that o introdnee  them
would Dbeo like cutting a man's head off to cure the tooth-
ache. The simile is not a bad one, bhut it iy capable of
more than one application, Those who advoente the con-
tinuances of private ownership in land would eut the man's head
off in order to save the tooth, hut the nist sensible thing to do
with a troublescme teoth is to pull it out, and that is what Henry
Gieorge proposes to do with private ownership in land. You do
not like the idea of Confiscation 7 Are you not a trifle inconsistent ?
T think you will adimit that in all countries where private owner-
ship in land exists, the land has heen acyuired by Conuest ¥ Now
as Conguest 1s Confiscation, and Confiscation robbery, it conse-

Arg you sure

quently follows that the original titles to such lands werce obtained
by theft.  If Coutiscation i3 wrong now, was it right then ? and if it
was right then, is it not equally right now ?  If those who did not
own the Iand then were justilied in taking it by force, have not
those who do not own it now an equal right to take it in the same
manner ! 1 think it is Herbert Spencer who asks ' at what rate
per year does wrong become right ?” Terhaps you could angwer
the question. In another paragraph you refer to a speech addressed
to the electors of Finsbury by Mr., Bradlaugh, in which he is
reported to have said that “ the land never belonged to the people,
and so could not be restored to them.” This you supplement by
sa.ying_ “This in direct opposition to the views of ' George the
Fifth” which are said to be gaining ground amongst certain classes.
Passing over the rather coarse insinuation contained in the nick-
name ‘' Gleorge the Fifth,” I have only to say that if Mr,
Bradlaugh has been correctly reported (which I very much doubt)
he has committed himself to an expression which is in dircct
opposition to the views of every sane man as well as Henry George.
What does Mr, Bradlaugh mean by the land never baving belonged
to the people? 1 suppose the first inhabitants of the earth were
not people? In the name of vommon sense what were they? Or
perhaps Mr. Bradlaugh has an idea that at some very remete period
this earth was inhabited by a race of people who became deeply in-
debted {o the inhabitants of some of the other planets, who having
a “*bill of sale” over the earth, svicted the original tenants, and
put the bailiffs in for the purpose of levying ** black mail " upon its
next inhabitants, when, eventually, the people appeared, they were
surprised to find semebody already in *f possession " to whom it
was necessary to pay tributc for the priviledge of heing allowed to
live. This, or something like it, may be ** Bradluffian ” reasoning,
but much a3 I admire Mr, Bradlaugh on yuestions he docs know
something about, I prefer, in this matter, the opinions of one Henry
George to a huadred Charles Bradlaughs. Notwithstanding that
he is systematically abused, misrepresented and ridiculed by a
certain class of political thinkers, when the history of Tolitical
Eeonomy comes to be written it will contain no brighter name or
oug that will command sincerer veneration and esteem, than that of
Henry George.
Iam, &c.,
Jas. RopxnrTsox,

Timaru, June 19th, 1883,

THE FREETHINKER,
TO THE ERITOR OF THE ' FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.'

Sir,—Opinions differ, as you say, on the best method of fighting
for Freethought, and in a par in your issue of June last you express
regret at the course pursued by Mr. Foote in his adoption of
picterial caricature as a means of warfare. 1 beg respectfully to
differ from your view, I think Mr. Foote is on the right warpath,
and, provided the caricatures are cleverly executed, there can be
no doubt about their effect. The finest writing and the purest
logic will fail to touch men of the Father Lambert stamp, buta
picture 1s more than the most outragecus bigot can stand, and the
most galling thought to those whose interest it is to propagate
superstition is the fact that the said picture may be seen by some
young persen possibly a pupil attending the school of unreason-—
and the impression, once made, can mever be totally effaced.
One glance at a good caricature will, 1 believe, convey more
meaning than volumes cf the most philosophic writing. Consider,
sir, the power and success of some of those journals which make it
their business to caricature the follies {political and social) of man-
kind. Why should not the superstitions of mankind be treated in
the same way? Consider how many there are who cannot read,
but whe can understand a picture. Also the large number who
have no desire to read, but will leck at a pieture,—but let the
pictures be good,
Yours, &c.,

1. Lamsic,
Ashburton, Canterbury.

— ——

Aehietus.

The Uillers of the Clawrch, or the Gospels and Councils : Ty

Julian, W, Stewart and Co., Farringdon-street,

E.C., London.

The writer, In a trenchant eriticism, deals with the
wholly gratuitous assumption, that Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John wreote the Gospels attributed to them.
Quoting  from  the DBible, and the writings of the
* Fathers,” he shews how conflicting and contradictory
is the testimony as to the identity even of the three
first, and of the language the original manuscripts
were written in, The ecclesiastic history of the lives
of the four Evangelists, subsequent to their presumed
Bible exit, would be amusing were it not so
contemptible. And when St. Jerome, and Tertullian
tell a cock and bull story of how St. Johmn sang sweetly,
when standing in a cauldren of boiling oil surroundcd
by flames, one cannot but agree with the writer that
little dependence can be placed on these v Pillars of
the Church.,”  In dealing with the internal evidence of
the Gospels the writer shows (as Strauss has pointed
out) the mmmense difference between the doctrine of
the Synoptic Gospels, and the later production ascribed
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to John. ‘This is thie mare noticcztlrh- in Matthow, for
“onc thing 1s most striking, and that is this: that the
Gospel of Alatthew, ciammed to be the first in order of
ting, and sid to have been writien Iy an apostle, so
completely ienores the divinity of Jesus that it s called
uuiversally the Semazic or Unspinituad Gespel ;5 showing
to demonstration that the divinity of jesus was a sub-
scquent development, and was oo part of the creed of
the Apostle Aatthew.”  “Thcse synoplic writings, he
thinks, consist of several Drochures, written al dilferent
times by diflerent authors, And that the menstroos
absurdity of Lracing the descent of Joseph from David
and Adam (i Jesus was the son of the [Holy Gliost)
was probablv mtrodaced into Mathew and Luke afvor
the Arian controversy =prav up in the gth contur g
and s oubject was to prove that Jesus was re dly «
“gon of man.”  Quoting from the ehapter on Like -
Lither, thercfore, Jmus was not the Messiah, not
being of the lime of David; or he was not the Son of
God, being the son of Joseph, the enrpenter, who was
of the line of David, and an of=price of Adam.  The
Trntarians would not ¢ive up the Messiadizhip of
Jesus, and, therefore, allowed the third chapler to
stand ; but, 1 order to carr_\' their point, they folsiod
i the story about s lIoly Ghost coming upon
Mary, and the Power of the [Tivhost mu\w[u\\w“
her. This sort of bivih 18 common to all nations and
all mythologice. Tiercules had a gold for his father
and @ woman for his motlier @ so had Romulus and
Remus, There are hali a scorc similar examples
Chincse history, Porstan history, and Indian history.

LhL

Lverybody  knows about  Odin, jn Scandinavian
shistory’; Minos, in Cretan “lustory’; Manés, son of

Quranos, founder of the Lvdinn copire; and hundreds
of other examples will occur to cvery reader with even
a superiicial koowledge of history and myvihologys
so that a demigod was no startling novelty 2,000
vears ago.  Even Aexander the Great disclaimed
Philip for Ins father, and  stoutly  insisted  that
he was o fholy thing hegotien by Jupiter Ammon,
whose power overshadowed his mother Olymipias.”
In Jolm he says it 1s no lenger ¢ the Man Christ Jesus,”

bur a divine being that is presented to us—tho
mysterious Logos, ¢ To understand the first three
Gospels nothing is  required but to read  them.
To understand  the fourth  Guospel  ecclesiastical

history must be mastered, and we must be funiliar
with Gunosticism and Platonism. It is ne lonver the
simple biography ()f(LJ{,"\\-' preaching tothe Jews, but of
a hicrophant uttering myvsteries hard 1o be undarstood
—mysteries of the pre-existent stade of the earnate
Lowos ; mysteries about the Hoiy Ghost, both teacher
and comforier; mysteries about cating the fesh and
drinking the blood of the incarnale Loges; mvs-
teries  about the ity of  the  umity and  the
onvress of the ithree persons of the divine tnad.
That from imternal evidevce, and from the fact thal
Papiaz. adriend ol [1'olvearp, who dived in Asia Minor,
LN lliLu ahlizently about John, was wnorant thid
h:-a‘ Dl wrniten anyvthing 1oy be conchuded
t:'lillul.l]l_' Sourth (‘(]‘L)(l Wi Nl puned Ih
of the seeond century. ot feast tooyvenss after the death
ol Jolin the Apostie. In ihe Appendix is shewn how
Chirstinnity s based on Councils, and not on ihe
Scriptures.  Fow these Councils contradicted, and
anathomatised cach  other; how  the Council of
Loodices, aob, 3000 excluded the apocryphal wrilings
frome the canontcal scriptures 1 and the Connal of
Carthage, oo, 37 admitted them, The Chuarely of Rome
siding with the latter, and the Church ni‘ C:‘ﬂ"l'md with
the former. So o with the Arvian two
Councils condemned Aras as a dlun{uoua hc,lctic,
amd fonr mainwined he was quite righte ©In Sog
the Council of Aix-la-Chapetle condemned the Greek
Church of shocking heresy—heresy too foul to be
burnt and purged away by the puntyimg fives of purga-
tory, and 1t ouly to be submerged in the tenth pit of
Madébolgl, where Judas Iscuariot and Lueier, Pou-
phar's wie and the Greek Sinon, weep loaden toars
world witheut end. What was the deactly, unpardoen-
able sin of the Greek Chureh 20 Stply tns = it refused
fo give eredit to a recent forgery mtroduced surr -
tlLlUleIy into the creed by a king of Spain. The

L lmlL LHEJ Llu‘\(

1

/"t’f!‘s‘/ v

Woestern Church wanted 1o prove the Trinity, so it
shily foisted into the creed the duplex word flio-gue
{and the Son), [ belicve in the Haly Ghost .. ...

procecding  from the ather [ fidio-gie, and  the
Sonl. We  will not have i, said the Greek
Church; it is not in the bond. You must have it,
says the  Western Chorelv; aud, if it s not in
the ereed, it ought to be there, \We won't have it, say
the Grecks. You shall have it. sav  the Romans.

Scissors, knives
and the Greek Church separated,
shonting, “No interpolation ! while the Western
Church huzzacd, fle-qee fot cver! And the two
Churches hiave been cat and dog cver since.  Now,

Seissors, says she s knives says he
selssors, knives ;

this f‘r"-"?'r’—f/ff[' was folsted into the creed by Recared,
Ning ol the Spanish Visigoths, in the Council of

loh_do. m

7 5. Charlemagne made a law that any
who reje

st thu words rom thic creed ¢ saftus esse won
Leo LU, the infallible pope (717-541), sand the
vords were not 1in the cerecd, and shoubd net be there,
tf his voice was of any 'Lml rmL\ The Council of
Toludo satd /,.in giee, o1 no sadvation ) the Council of
Aele-Chapdle voted  for f7egee ;. Recared,  the

iwoth and Charlemasne the Emperor vowd for
/’:m» w. The Greck (_'Zhurv'n cricd no fligael Pope
Feo T erted, No piioge ! ;md ancicnt creeds, up to
the year 570, cuied, \uf.u gue  Three against four;
s the Sieiomgerey carried 105 and ot is (o the present
dav in *hc- LLmn and 15 ]_‘_:Nn]l creed. The Holv Ghost
“procesds from the Father and the Son 7 bécause a
Gothic l\; i reiing i Span bad the awdacity to
make the it rpolation, and Charlemague had the arm
of strengih to hsist that whoev or refused to accept the
forgery could not e saved.” \We cannot in a short
review do anything like justice to this admirable
pampiict, butw ould :,uor‘fl} rccommend our readers to
obtain it.

FREETHOUGHT IN ‘;\MERIC;\.

Charles Dickens, for a time, gave great offence to
many people in America by his © Amcrican Notes,”
and Dy sone of the scenes in “ Martin Chuzzlowit.’
J)ic;{an% however, was too magnanimoeus not to recog-
nise the rule thal the next best thing to being mf’ilhbl{,
15 to confess a mistake when vou “make one. On a
stbsequent visit to the United States, therefore, * the
master of all the great Tnglish hamourists ' confesse:d
that hie had frequentdy erred in his @ Notes,” but it all
had happencd throngh a superficial acquaintance with
the American people. And of the characters painted
m  Martn Chizzlewit,” an American lady, Nate Field,
wrote that she would as soon think of objedting to any
discovery 1n natural history as to deay the existence
of Llijah Pogram, Jeficrson Lrick, Colonel Diver, Mrs.
Homng, and Migs Codger.  But since the days of
Dickens, of courss, we arce all better '1cqnmut(,d
divedtly and 111rhud o with our Anerican cousins and
we have ceased ol n'f-h at what we call many of their
conceits and foibles.  An Lnglish ¢« 3y Lord” has
hecome quite a common place mortal In the sticets of
New York ; a trip across the  herring pond ™ is little
more thougit of than a trip to Paris ; and for a literary
or other celebrity who has visited Amm.ca to at once
disburden himself of his “ impressions” on reaching
llome, 15 considered quite the proper thing to do.
Some of these are ve ry amusing sonie arc very foolish,
wul many teo fmqm,nll} Lllsp ay that the writer hasg
ltadd more time on his hands than brains in his head.
just the oliwr day it was a prominent mewmber of the

Diritish Association, writing  to  the ¢ Unitarian
Inquirer,” that he thought that in America Free-
thought to many meant free living ; and imme-
diately dollowing it we  have the opinion of a
poct, M, I\U[JCLL Buchanan, who nveighs 1 even
more strongly expressed language than thlb. In an
ecssay cndided o8 Lu_Ll)Ll"htlll \Il](IlL.’l, he speaks of

It as e nation i which Lhc artistic sensc isalmost dead,
which is practically without a literature, which is 1m-
paticnt ob all sandtions, and mdillerent to all religions,
which is corrapt frem the highest pinnacle of its public
lite down to the lowest depths ol its primadism, which ig
at once thi-skinned under criticism, and aggressive Lo
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criticise; which worships material forces in every
shape and form, which :lespises coqwntioml condi-
tions, yet is slavish to ignoble {ashions, and which
takes recklessly at second hand any old or new clothes
philosophy that may be imported from Europe, yet,
while wearing the raiment openly, mocks and ridicules
the civilisation that wove the [abric.” )
It is a very trite ohservation that, of all the specics

of travel, that which has for its object the judgment of |

the morals, manners and institutions of a country 18
the most liable to error : Who has not read of M.
Petion, who was sent over trom Trance to acquire a
knowledge of English criminal law, and who 1s said to
have declared himsclf thoroughly informed upon the
subject after remaining precisely two - and - thirty
minutes in the old Bailey? Whether or not Mr.
Robert Buchanan is an cqually valuable authority
upon the people and institutions of Awerica, 1 am not
prepared to say, speaking from perscnal _]\'now!cc g
but one cannot fail te be Impressed with the one-
sidedness, if not something worse, of the foregoing
quotation ; and one cannot but hope, too, that Mr,
Buchanan's genius is as great as a poct as it appears
to be that of a peevish critic. Why, 1t may be once
again asked, do opponents to Freethought always
bracket it with everything that is objectionable and
viclous? Where is the justification? In the points
alluded to by Mr. Buchanan, where is the identity
between the lack of a national literature aud
Freethought; Dbetween  church-going  and mO_rill
sanctions ; between political corruplion  and  the
freest and fullest investigation upon all subjects;
between secking to improve our condition by selenlific
means and the so-calied worship of material forces;
and as to the okl clothes philosophy—perhaps Mr.
Buchanan would make a bLetier « professor of things in
general ” than even poor foggy-headed Herr Tenfals-
droch!  Who does not Lkoow that, in cvery
period 1 the history  of English lhiterature, the
pens of Freethinkers have adorned it most, and
also the literatures of most nations? and that
Frecthinkers generally have been the most un-
compromising focs to any abuse? Mr. Buchanan,
poet and critic, when next you go to Christchurch,
carefully scan the iadies’ bonnets, and you may thercin
read a most powerful moral, which was used to ad-
vantage by even a greater poetical genius than your-
self.

I'rRee Laxce,

Al Diculafait, in a paper presented o the Paris
Acadey of Sciences, states that ll}g Lquisctacen:, zm_d
other typical plants of the carboniferous age, conLain
a much larger per centage of salphur than ihosc of the
present time; a fadt which he thinks affords an
cxplanation of the presence of sulphur and sulphate of
lime in coal, and indicates the plants from which it
was formed.

Ancther electric launch has been tried with success
on the Thames,—the objedt being 1o prove its suitability
for police service,—the ordi_n:n'y stomun Ijumch, Or TOW
boat giving too plain an evidence of their approach to
make them valuable for detedtive work,  The power
can be utilised in the production of a brilliant light,
which will scarch the waters for many yards ahead,

The recent earthquake calamities i Spain have
drawn considerable atlention to the question of strength
and suitability of buldings in countries suljuét o
carthquakes. DMy, Lrunton, C.E., who has had large

st

experience in building lighthouses on the coast of

Japan, states that it is a mistake o credt buildings of
lightness, and consequent loss of strength, and lhj'lL
in the great carthquake of Naples, 1457, the best built
and heaviest niasonvy houses escaped lll]l_!lJlll'L‘(].‘ 'J‘J_u;
Campanile of Alena, a square tower mucty !u(:_t m
height, and twenty two leel synare at the base, rentinedd
ercct, wilhout a single fissure, while the buildings
around were levelled with the ground.

It scems to be a fact beyond dispute that the average
amount of rain recorded in London is considerably
above what it used to be. The average for London
used to be put down at 24 inches; it is now just about
25, Whether this is due to greater accuracy of
observation, or is really an increase, we cannot say.
The rainfall for the whole kingdom is now reckoned to
be over 36 inches.

The Russian Government has ordered from a Paris
balleon factory two clongated silk balloons, in order to
experiment on  their direction by electricity. The
Italian Government has also ordered two silk halloons,
equipped with telephonces, ete., for captive ascents.

The daily receipt and delivery of about 20,000,000
bushels of grain in one city alone, like Chicaye, has
called into operation a charadler of mvention singu-
latly adapted to the object in view, wherein the grain
is treated pretty much as a fluid, and capable of heing
received and discharved in a similar manner,  In this
way the grain is pumped up and moved along in any
direction, from the place of deposit or receipt to the
point of delivery, through spouls, shoots, and orifices,
by means of drag-belting and other appliances, and in
tronghs termed conveyors, the latter heing sometimes
used at distances varying from 200 to 300 feet from the
main clevator building.

Emery is a mixture of corundum and oxide of iron:
corundum itselfl is  alumina, with a little silica.
Sapphire and ruby are corundum in its purest form,
slightly tinged with iron oxide. In a less pure state,
corundum is found In many places, and is ihen
valuable only for commercial purposes. The emery
beds of wost importance are those situated in Turkey
and Asia Minor. The material takes its name lrom
Cape Emeri, a promontory in the Isie of Maxos, where
there are considerable deposits,

ey Zealand Aominiscences.

RECOLLECTIONS OF KOWHAI NGUTU
KARA.

LY IIIMSELF,

[ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.]
{Concluded,)

I think that the Roman Catholic wizards would
all have been makunued (bewitehed to death,) in
spite of priests and tohunsus, by the lwo other
hapus (familics) of this tribe of wizards lind it
not been Jor the intense hate horn by the first two
hapus agamst cach other; he jealousy of these neero-
mancers burnt so lereely. Later on, these laws were
added to. We were Lo repulse all pakeba settlers and
scitfement in our country. Uit we had net, as a race,
hecome so influated as to Hsien to all they told us (o
do, as they appenrad to wish to interfere with our tribal
Laws, which soited us, iF they Gl not suit them,  Be
sicdes, as L sand Defore, somie amongst these missionarios
el thrown asude reserve, and had commenced buying
land, and so the clements of discord were sown amongst
us, ad some of the obder men quivered Iike a spear that
s shaken Dy an angry man. 1 remember hearing
that oue season o native of our village who had been
creatul ateacher of the new witcherall, broke our law
with a betrothed marden, and then teck shelter with
s chief wizard missionary.  The tribe settled 1o ask
for him, fully expedting that as he had broken their
own conmmandments about taking other people’s coods,
to say nothing abeut his having broke our laws oo,
that no dificulty would present itsell.  But this wizard
misstonary (and a very dgnorant man he afterwards
proved 1o bej would not give the transgressor up to he
prnishod, wud spoke to ws of o woman who had sinned,
and was gomg to be stened to death.  That settled
the question, and they drageed the 3Maori who had
comniitied the wroug to the clear place in the middle
of the village, where he was speared throngh and
through by the youny chicf to whom the younyg woman




THE

FREETIHOUGHT

REVIEW. N

had been betrothed ; but had this Maori tcacher of
new lacantations been a chiel, or a brave man, he
would have known how to meet lus antagonists amd
have warded eff the blows aimed at him; then the
tribe very likely would have interfered to save him.
As it was, all the kainka tanga (science) was en one
side, and he fell ignominiously, ns a woman falls,
without defence worth cailling such.  As the man who
now lay dead from the spear wounds was of our tribe, we
prepared to place him i the fork of the purird tree in cur
Waihi tapu (sacred place,) but the missionary begged
us so prettily to let him have the body and bury him i a
hole e would dig for him that at last cur chief consented.
« Tt will be somcthing new togazeupon,” said he; soa
hole was dug in the ground, then the dead man was
putin a leug bLox, which was nailed down to prevent
him getting out, as we thought; then the missiotary
put the box in the hole. wrote a diredlion, as we
supposcd, on it, and covered bhim up after performing
an incantation, and told us all he had gone to heaven;
but none of cur people belicved in this, because the
worms had him.  Years afterwards our tribe laughed
grimuly when they found  out that this missionary
wizard had written home to his tribe and had related
in a letter of lamentation that o dear Christian native
had been siain by the heathen savages and cannibals
becanse he chose Christianity instead of the Taucaha
gods; but this man moght have followed Christianite
as long as he liked if e had not {ollowed the betrothed
maidens too, and broken the law of the tribal trust, 1
have more to say on this writing and sending of
untruthful letters hone before [ close < Our lHistory:”
and besides this they had no right to depict us in the
false colours they painted usin.  They were our guests,
and we treated them very well indeed, far better than
they deserved, but they abused us to get themselves a
big nawe, and get our lands into their hands, It was
very unfair, very much so indeed, and all helped to fill
the spring that afterwards ran over its confines and
spread with a deluge of war and bloodshed.

Well, we welcomed the first devit tribe, and each
chicf and head of a hapu {family), exerted himself to
cbtain a pakeha; wives were given them to induce
them to seitle down and live with us, and be “our
pakchas.” It is true that some of them, as we lock
back now, were rough, and we found that many of
them had from motives of policy, left their own tribe
without saying *hckona” {good bye), but it wazs no
use writing other people’s names on bits of paper n

our country, as nothing could be got by it, and there
was nothing worth stealing they could earry away,
We think they were good men the moest of them; they
workaed hard, and their wives bore them lots of children

for our tribe, and tuey treated their wives well as a
o

rule.  Oulv one man, a whaler, heat his wifc on one
occasion for nething; but when her relatives heard of
this they belabored him g0 soundly with stiicks that he
was 1 for somce time; his wife alterwards told us that
be hued been drinlang sonme walpive (stinking water).
We atterwards found out what this waipiro was, but
did not dnck it for many yvears. These pakehas of
ours latghed at the missionury wizards and would not
attend ther incantations, but the missionaries repaid
this with hate. Nevertheless, we preferred our devil
pakchas to the missionaries as a rule.  Thus we lived
on until other pakehas came, whe were an improvement
on the first ones, as we thought, and who brought thelr
pakeha wives and children with them, We were glad
to sce this; but those of the miissionary uccromancers,
who had behaved improperly with cur women, told us
not to have any intercowrse with these new arrivals,
but we suspected the reason of this advice, so at once
tricd to be more friendiy. At last it ail came out, and
two rangatira pakehas made cnquiries, and discovered
that one of these wizards had been shaping his course
like David and Selomon, and had over thirty concuhings,
There was no nustake about 1t, and these pakehas told
us that this was wrong of this bad wizard, and they
wrote Home, and so did we, to the ribe of Wesleyans,
and they wvery properly expelled this wizard, and
passad a Low that hewasto perform nomore meantations,
I will give no more inslanees of conndadd suely as T have
related, and only have written this as o wazing Lo

show that it is not wise for good men, such as many of
the ﬁrs;}' missionarics were, to nix with cvil doers and
]1}-'_1)0&'1135. And T don't wish to fill this, * Qur
Plistory,” by writing unpleasant things that had better
be forgotten, but ail this helped to change our feeling
for the palkeha inte one of bitterness, that evcntual};
made us go Lo war with them,

GROWTH OF SECULARISM.

1The following, from the New York Heraid, is a brief
" Growth of Secula st an oot Jjoaavage on the
‘ : ses which have led to
it —

Locking over the American Protestant world, it is
noticed that it is divided into two uneven, unequal parts.
One part is called sceular and the other sacred. It is
‘iotmed,‘ also_, that this was not alwaysthe case, and that
Secularism is, by a great deal the larger half.  Going to
those religious bodies that represent from a certain
stand-point what might be called the least progressive—
the ritualists, the loly church, the Catholic bedies of the
world ; that is, those who represent more nearly the
part that least conform to the present order of things,
the number of sacred tunes, occasions, hooks, acﬁd
persons—arce very much larger than in the ordinary
Protestant world.  Going to those who call themselves
Liberals or Rehgionists, or still farther to those who
announrce that they are merely Secularists, it 1s found
that the number of sacred things i3 constantly
diminishing, until at last the Secularists proclaim that
}l}e}' hoid nothing longer, in this peculiar sense, sacred.
I'l:e Secularists have established this in England as a
kind of religion. . . ., °

If God is everywhere, and in all things equally, why
then, everything will either be sacred or will be secular
whichevur ove chooses to call it As knowledge of
science becomes more diffused, the domain of what is
cailed the secular is perpetually growing larger,
Science is continually gaining some new province of the
sacred, and annexing 1t to the secular of the worldly.
The sacred things of the world are arbitrary things—
those induependent of the supposed external power, not
inherent in the nature of things and connected with such
events as the miracle, and the supernatural, and the
mystericus.  The progress of science means simply a
perpetual widening of the domain of the common, and
bringing more and more the universe within the limits
ol recognized order and law,  [tis narrowing the limits
of the mysterious, the unknown, and the arbitrary, and
teaching  that things which where supposed to be
arbitrary and superuatural are purely natural. ., .

As ihustrating this point, Kepler contended that an
angel in each star directed its movements, and
Anaxagoras proclaimed that the sun was not God, but
a balt of fire, e was only saved by the efforts of
Pericles, who was then one of the greatest men in
Athiens, and was banished by thehorror-stricken citizens.
Newlon first disthroned God as ruling the stars by the
discovery of the tact of gravitation, He was the most
daring antagonist of the Almighty which the world up
to the present time has ever seen.  Since that day the
process has been going on.  The old superstitions are
fading away, and earthquakes and all those things are
now seen to be natural, and can be accounted for in a
perfectly natural way. The process will continue just
so far as human investigation can reach, ., . .

Almost every intelligent man in the modern world
believes in the theory that that which is mysterious
and uncommon is natural, and can be explained as
natural : andthings are only mysterious when unknown.
These things being so, man is face to face with the
question, What is to become of religion ? s it to die
out? ls the sacred to pass away entirely from the
world and become sccular 7 The process is going on,
uot only in regard to natural things, but people are un-
willing to helieve there 1s inherent, essential sacredness
i any place. They no Jonger regard any onc action as
essentially sacred.  Thousands of the most intelligent
and best people of the modern world are believing that
all things can be accounted for and explained as purcly
natural,
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BOOKSELLER, STATIONER,

GENERAL PRINTEL,

CHROMO-LITHOGRATPHER, &c.,
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T

received,

AVENUE,

AB much pleasurc in calling attention to the following stock of Pamphlets, &e., just
which  will be sold at the prices marked.

WANGANTUTI,

Any bouk roguived, not

in stock, will be promptly procured by direct mail from London, aud supplicd to any part

of the Colony at ordinary prices.

5 D
Lambert's Reply to Ingersoll 10
Judge Williams' new w Ollx—R(,llélOll.
Without Superstition 4 0
(or, by p(nst) 4 4
Discussion between Symes aud Rev,
. M. Berry-—Is it Rational to
Believe that Jesus Rose from
the Dead by post) O S
And—1sit Rational to Believe
in God ... .{bypost) O S
Debate—What does Christian Thelsmy
Teach ? . 0 9
God, Man, and the Blblc, by Brad-
la.ugh 0 49
Dlscussmn——Coopm and Bmd]augh o9
Debate—Has, or is Man a Soul ? 1 3
Christianity in Relation to Free-
thought—reply to the Bishop
of Peterborough o 9
Secularism—Dchate, Bradl'mrrh and
others 1 3
Debate—Is it Reasonalle to W uuhlp
God ? 3
Bradlaugh's P'uhamcnt'uy htruwrle §]
Anthmpology {Bradlaugh)... G

When were our Gospels W Ilttcn, b;
Bradlaugh ... .
Has Man a Soul? (Br'\(flau'rh)

A Plea for Atheism
Is there a (God ? "
Who was Jesus Christ? |
What did Jesus Teach?
The Atonement
New Lifeof David
New Life of Jacoly
New Life of Ahvaham
New Life of Moses
New Life of Jonah
Twelve Apostles
Were Adam and

1

1L LT L IO WIS NG e W

X
Eve our First

—o o Cceoootcooooocoo (=R

Farents ? {Bradlaugh) 2

A Few Words abont the Devil o 2

Heresy —Its Utility & Morality 0
Laws Relating to Blasphemny and

Heresy (Bradla.ufrh) 09
Marriage, as it was and should T

(Mrg, Besant} 1 6

5 D
““An Agnostic’s DProgress, from the

Known to the Unknown G 6
T.aw of P(;pu]q,t]()ll (Mrs. Be ‘:dllt) 00
Jesus of the Cospels—Debate 13
{hristian Progress e 0 3
God's Views on Marriage . 0
Gospel of Atheism » 03
Clristian Creed » 0 4
Is the Bible Indictable ? . 0 3
Biblical Biology . 0 2
What is the Usc of Prayer? - 6 2
The Myth of the Resurreetion o, (Y
Why should Athcists be Pers

secuted ? e 0 2
True Basis of Morality . 0 3
Auguste Cowmte ' (L]
tiiordano Bruno " D 2
Twelve Lectures—Drawdlaugl, Dusant,

Aveling, and others.. 1 3
Six Lectures—Dradlaueh, Bos: nt, &.,. 0 9
Nelence anill Nee ul.ul\m {(Aveling} 003
teligion of Seicnce ' o 2
God Des-—Nature Remalus . 0 2
The Wickeduess of Ciod “ ¢ 2
Sermon on the Mouut o 0 2
O Superstition ' 4 2
Creed of an Atheist o o2
Mind Considered as 2 Bodily I um.tmn

(Alice Dradlavgeh) 0 2
City Missionaties and Vions Frauds., 0z
Holy Seriptures Analysad (Cooper) ... 09
Fluman Liberty {Ingersolly o 2
How Man makes Gaods N 02
Law, not Gind " n 2
Take a Road of YVour Gwn 1 [V
Saviours of the Worlld " [T
What must we do to be Saved—

parts 1L and 2 - 0
Divine Viviscetion . [V
Which Way ? 'y 4 2
The Ghosts—parts 1 amd 2 'y 0
spuit of the Age ' 0 =2
The Christian hcllg__,mn - 0 =2
IHuman Liberty—parts Tand 2, 0 1
Is all of the Bible Inspired—

parts 1 and 2 ’a 0 4
Mistakes of Moses s o 2
Paine’s Age of Leason Is3d and 0 9

=" Ifa parccl of one dozen 24 pamphlets are ordored, the price is 1s G
Liberal discount for large parecls.

postage, 1s Sd.
Stmyp‘s can he scut in p'L_\,mulL

JAMES THAIN & CO.,
RON & HARDWARLE MERCHANTS,

ImponrTERs 0F—
American Goods, Agricultura, Implements;
Brushware, Lampware, Paints, Oils, &e.

Licensed Dealers under Arms Act.
VECTORIA AVENUE,

Tavro Quay, axvp Sr. Hiwk Stnerr,
WANGANUL
JAMES  LAIRD,
WIHOLESALE  AND  RETATL SERLSMAN,
Taupo Quay, Wanganul.

All seeds carefully packed and forwarded
first opportunity. Price Lists sent free, and
every information en application.

4. MANSON,

( }ENERA L STOREXKEEPLL,
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WwWa N G A N U I,
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. \1( L1501 & Ca.,

O LNERAL MERCIIANTS,
X

WINTON.
ighest Prices given for Crain wud Dalry
Croduer.
Agents for the National Insuwrance Co
New Zealand,
GLEORGE CALMAN,
N ROCER AND GENFRAL
SION  DEALER.
Boot and Shoe Imperter,
VICTORIA AVENTUIL,
\'\ anganui.

. of

PROVE

W wl‘,
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1B \1‘[[]\(4 ROOAIS.
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Agent for Tie Frerrnovenr Review,
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DUNEDIN FREETHOUGHT
TION.

—

ASSOCIA-

BAZAAR VIESTIVAL,
ITE Ladies of t]m l)ullulm Frecthonpht
Association intend holding » Bazaar
FFestivel in the Lycenm Hall, Dumuedin,
during October next, the 1)1‘0(:(:(:(15 of whiuh
will be devotel to the Lycenm DBuilding
Irund.

The kindly assistance of friends of the
Freethought movement is vespectfully soli-
cited for thL above object, and contributions
of cither moncy or work cxhibity will e
grateinlly received by
MES FOHN LOGAXN, 1’1'Csidvnt) Ladies
Connmit-

tee.

MRS, WM, FARNI, bu:lehlyj

NEW RTOCK (')h lI])I LAL \\'01‘1\‘3

HAVE 1or(1\o[1 f}nm London a fresh
. stock of Standurd Liberal and Sceptical
Works,  Also, o new work by Max Nordan
{Cenventional Lies of onr ( ivilisation), price
ds; and a large stock of Pamphlets by

CAveling, Bcsmt Bradlaugh, Denton, Foote,
¢ Ingersoll, &, &,

from s A per doz. up-
Necular ’Hmnty s racts for distri-
bution, Sl per 100,

wards,

Tigpection invited.  Lists on Application,

Postage,
20 on the shilling,
AL CAMPRELL, BOOKSELLRR,

Cueen =4, Ancklaned.

EIBHRATOR,

WEEKLY Radical and Frecthought

Paper,  Tdited by Joseph Symes,
Prive 3, Weekly, Post free
to any part of SAustealasia, 3s G per guarter,

T

prepaid. 1O Orders made payalble to Wil
liam C. Audrade, 120 Swanson St Ml
bourne.

AGENTS FoLk NEW ZEALAYD ;

Auvckland

- AL Camplel, Queen Strect
Cliristchurch ..

Mrs, Tzett, 172 Colonbo St.

L. Billelill, 172 High St.

Braithwaite, High Strock
. WL I Perkins, Mawhera

(huay

- WO HL West, Thidge Strect

. Uapt. Macneill, Free-

thought Assoviation

. T, Colling

..‘\ b w |]|1-. C'l\ton Blilngs,

P Wilson, L) coum Bockstall

Ureymouth

Nelson
I'icton

TOST FRER ON APPLICATION.
C ATALOGLE of Books just published,
embracing General, Usefnl, Seientifie,
Religious, Rationalist o, and .""pilitllﬂ]i(-itiu
Literature.
BDRAITHWAITE,

BOOKSELLIR,

JOSKELDL N

DUNEDIN,

OOKS on Freethought, Spiritualisim,
N Mesmerism, I’}ncnnl:)'q, I'hysiolovy,
Hydvopathy, (lnmnnmt 1y, Sodal Sclence,
andd advanced Iiterature generally, imported
and on sale by

W. . TERRY,
¢ Harbinger of Light ® (ffice, 84 Lusscl] 8¢,
MELBOURNT,
Send for Cataloymes,

GEORGL FLYGER,
FJTAILOI{, CLOTHIER, & OUTFI'ITLL,

VICTORIA AVENTE, WANGANTI,

Suits (of guod material) made to order at the
Fowest price,

=7 FIT GUARANTERD.

Priuted nud published by the Proprictor, A, 12, Willis,
af Wi Coston Priniae VY arks, Victoria Avenue
3

WWangnug, New Zeal Lm] !nh I, 1882,
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