8 THE FREETHOUGIHT REVIEW.

PROFESSIONAL LECTURERS.

The value of professional lecturers to the Frectheught
causec is worthy of consideration. A genteman
acquainted with the condition of thouglt on the
Continent of Europe, particularly in the German
portion of it, informs me that Frecthought—thought at
variance with Christian dogma—is more prevalent
there than with us, yet nolecturers propagate it. Therc
are, however, schools and magazines in which science
is taught, and thus a real, though ncither nominal, nor
ostensible, war is carried on against Christian dogma.
However, the tacts that in Britain and its colonies and
amongst our Amcrican cousins there are lecturers and
periodicals and associations unmistakeably directed
against Christian dogma must be accepted as proof that
this direclness of treatment is the treatment most
acceptable to  English - speaking people.  In tins
treatment printed matter 1s very serviceable to the
studious and reading public, but a large portion of the
public read liitie besides the news in the daily papers,
and are entirely indebted to the Irecthaught lecturer
for what ideas of the principles, positions, and theorics
of Freethought they obtain. The lecturer is the
awakener, the revivalist, the missionary, who pricks
curiosity, excites doubt, stimulates enquiry, rescarch,
and stndy, and is simply indispensable in the
disscmination amongst the uwurcading population of
views of whatever kind,  But there is no numnxed
good. The lecturer, if a professional lecturer, 1s also a
paid one ; here the defilement enters, and the purity of
his thoughts henceforth incurs the risk of adulteration
with personal congiderations. Ile lectures for money
and it is almost impossibie [or him to escape from the
desire to speak to please those who pay the moncy—to
speak so as to draw a good house—to speak up to the
educated or down to the uneducated according as he
thinks the onc or the other preponderates m his
audicnce—to coincide with the batenahst and yet
sympathise with the Spirttualist—to round down on
the Old Testament and pat that softest Christian
 fad,” of which the peaple are not yet nanscated, the
Jesusofthe New.  This agrecable kind of dissimulation
is by no means confined to pald lecturers: other and
unpaid speakers are often, from a desire to place
themselves in a  harmenieus  relation with then
audiences, tempted to dissemble, l)ul‘ to the lecturer
being paid, is an additioual temptation. To many,
thinking is a labour and a wouble.  Delicl and

obedience is all that has hitherto been asked of

them.  Already fully occupied with the other dutices of
iife, thinking, except o relation 1o these dutics, seems
to throw a superadded task, and what 1s specially 1o be
deplored, it seems also Lo them an anrequiting onc, A
lecturer suils these people st as o parson probably
before suited them. e does the thinking and they
passively accept his thinkings.  From alarge portion
of socicty as now conditioned nothing wiore than s
could be expected, but, if the I reethought movemeni
docs nol aim ot somethiny more, 1 owill merely

accomplish o change of doxmas, and o cliange of &

parsons, ad the actual intelligence of the people will
Le Littie alfected. That which is ot supreme uuportuice
is to gel the people to rvead for thumsclves, think lor
themselves,  essay  aud  discuss  tihemsclves, f
Freethought views are nol grounded and vooted 1 the
minds of the people in this manner there 1s no seeurily
for this performance, A coutinued dependence on
lecturers by indulging natural mdolence stands i the
way of the peonle by their own f:_ffort?, cducating
themsclves i the philosophy and literature of the
cause. Mr. G. J. Holyonke, impressing the usclulness
of literary essaying, rcmzn‘]{cd,_ that no one is certam
he understands a subject until he attempis Lo make
another understand it, when he may chance to find he
docs not quite understand it himself and will require w
give it further study. Any onc whao has taden the
trout:le carefully to read ap, le.](l think over, and write
an cssay on any given subject receives ‘[mm the
cxercise more intellectual benefit than he 15 able to
convey to any of his audicnee by reading Ins cssay.
1le puts before them bis inished structure, but he only

is cognisant of the details which he has manipulated |

composing that structure, and which will make {le
subject ever afler familiar to him. So far then as
professional lecturers arouse atiention and clectrify
andiences they are a benefit, bot so far as they take the
place of permanent teachers and disineline the people
trom the nore unportaut work of teaching themsclves,
they are an injury; and where they cease to e
itinerant, and become localised and permanent teachers,
they become pastors of seets, whose mental characters
become [ashionad alter the mental idiosyneracies of the
pastors.  Freethought sketebes fav beyond snch piginy
ealisations, beyond even Frecethought sects, beyoud
sects of nny laud, Tts aun s 2 broad, thorough,
rational, personal educatien. Such an cdueation can
ouly be elfected by the people thamselves, and by cach
for himself, While therelore no one should neglect
mstruction  which may be obtained by listening Lo
professional lecturers, still less onght he Lo neglect the
cultivation of his own mentahity, by rending, by study,
by writing essays and lectures and by meering together
and discussing.  Without the last -mecting together
and discussing —there 1s little ncentive io, or benefit
from, the other. Whaether due to onr mental vanny,
or to a desire to benelit our fellows, or Lo beth, 1t is a
fact, that fuw will give a subject thorough study unless
they have an opportunity  of communicating to others
in an assembly or throogh the Press the results of thar
study; and  thurefore,  whatever  reduces these
tduerments to stidy necessarily reduces study, and
wiakes man the less a thinking, reasoning, scif-judging
creature.
C.
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TS FRERETHINKERS,
The sueeessfal enerviig enof o Freethought paper, inoa small
woleny like New Zealand, is a0 matter of conslderalile ditienlty,
Weve it aot for the persoverance o the publisher, the Hioview,
although it has been faily well supported, wonld have fallen
througly, and Iatterly vartows means have been supcested by frionds
of the ense Ty which the paper may e made at least self-sapporting.
e Frrerooconr Review onght et 1o be allowend to Inpse, but
those whe favowr the eonae st give s the asststaney regquiral to
wainladn b properly. One friend has suggested that the vartous
soctetios i Lhe eolony, the groater mmmber of which owe their
cutatenec, we belleve, e the Review, shonld docate simall sumns
from time to fine, as they may e able to atlhrd, Tor she puhlication
ol the Beview, This Wdee iz, we thiok, with all dhae snbandszlon 1o
v reders anmel feteneds, a0 very Jaie ones I s obviowsly unfair
timt those to whon the production of the paper s wndertaken ason
Tubowr of Inve sionld have to benr the whole harden,  Profit 1s not
Tooked for,  Sobag as the papey sopports dtself we are satistied,
There are other meaus by which our fricnds can help ux, those whe
e allord 1t and thoese who are not members of any loval association
could, by siall donations {which woenblall he v knowledged through
the paper} belp s to spread the Review where at p)'(;aént it is not,
kuown.  Subseribers can try to indice others to take the paper,
awl socictios can do much o help wse We are always pleasal to
recvive their reports, andinreburn they shonbl assist us by pushing
the journal.  Addvertising is sand to be the sveret of suveess, yet we
Ao not et anything ke a fair show o this way,  Cliristian papers
are exceptionally well supported by advertisoments, anld surcly
Secularists ean do the smne for o paper specially devoted to theor,
In conchuling this short appeal we do so with the assuranee shat in
the futere, as in the past. no ellorts shall he spared by us in making
the Freerinovenr ReEview raudable and well worthy of the support
of all Frecthinkers in the culony.

Gosevron - While we agree with e sentimend oxpressil, the
verses e hoandly np o the standard whieh we require. We
trust that you will make furtherefforts in the line of showing the
inconstzbencies of many of the tenets of Christian belicl. )

Morveren, We remnet Raving to hold over ¢ Random Shots”
but will endeavour to get thencin uext month. Woudd He ghul
tu hear from you vueasionally.



