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MOSES AND TIE MAHDI.

At the present time when the civilised worll appears
to be standing on the brink of a mighty convulsion,
and nations watch with anxious and bated breath the
costly preparations now being made for a fierce and
sanguinary war between two professed Christian races,
on the one hand ; while upon the other we sce a not
less bloody conflict destroying life and treasure in the
name of civilization and of Ged, my mind naturally
turns to the consideration of the causes underlying all
this inhuman thirst for power. And the more I study
and examine the facts of history the stronger becomes
my conviction, that Monotheism and a belief in the
power of Jehovah, Jah, astaught Ly Moses, is the chief
root of all the evil.  Asthe stream first Aowed from the
East, so we sce it reiling back to the source from
whence it came.  Nor is the present the only time that
Yahvehistic ferocity has rolled its purple tide of death
and suffering, from West to East, Prom Palestine
through Greece and Rome the spirit of Judaism, more
or less modified by the teachings of Christ, and of Saul
of Tarsus, perineated the whole of Europe, caforcing
belief in the God of Istacl by persccution, imprisonment
and death ; until Peter the Hermit arose, like another
Moses, or a Mahdi, to stir up the spirit of fanaticism,
and in the namc of Jehovah to spread misery and
carnage through the land, and under the banners of the
Crusaders, so-called Christians from the \West, carricd
the game of blood into Asia. If the mind were not
overawed by the horror of the scenes recorded in
history, it would be most ludicrons to picture tiis Gaod
of Hosts, smiling, from his exaited throme, on the
mummeries performed by his creatures liere below,
Christian priests and prelates pray to him for victory.
and pompously conzecrate the banners of the Christin.
Army. At the same tine from dlosque and Minaret
the Mosiem prays for victory alse, and londly prociaims
his faith in Allah, the same God be it ebscrved whom
the Mahomedan believes the Jows and Chnstians have
dishonoured by not accepling  the mission of the
Arabian Prophet.  Thus  the world, swayed by
contending superstitions, scrambles on through the
stream of time, and the time-worn story of old repeats
itself, As Moses led the barbarous hordes of the
Jowish race against the unoffending wihes  and
peaceful vitlages of Syria, so the Mahdi to-day seeks ta
drive cut the “dogs of infidels” who have carried
death and misery mto hisland,  Should Great Britain
and,Russiz come to blows the same relirions farces will
be performed ; Anglican Bishops aund Patriarchs ol the
Russo-Greck Church will inveke Jelovah's aid and ask
his blessing.  There is good reason teo lor the opinion
that religious zcal has as much or more 13 do with
Russia’s thirst for dominion, as the lust for sceealar
power and the greed of gain, for a more pricseridden
country it is hard to concelve. Alas! ceporiones teache:
that the greed of gain Is generalivihe Alpha and Qe
of the motive power to man's ambition. Love ol
country may awaken the enthusinem of the voung andd
the love of God sustain his zeal in more mature v,
though glimpses of wealth, asthe reward of patriotiom,
may give additional lustre to the hopes of the vouthiul ;
the sordid desire for wealth crovwns the whole wind Dlots
all humantty.,  All this is donciu the zome of God o
“true religion.”  We tall of civilization, as thoueh it
were a fuct, while cvery phase of barbarisin sccks 1o
establish itself by the Jogic of the sword.  As every
man believes his own goose to be a swan so I may
presume every nation scts up its own, as the slandard
of civilization, as every Church proclaims fself the
only door to Heaven. As a truchorn Driton |
naturally beheve that Dritish civifization is hutter than
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Russian, German, or even French, and as oomatter of :

coeurse infiitely superio-to that of Northern Alfric:, as
it exists 1 Lgypt or the Sondan, and is exenplited Ty
the Mahdi or Osman Digma, though bad 1 heen Do i
Soudancse, I should probably think otherwise.  Thers
is an inherent conscrvatism in heman oolure: as
children and wealeminded people ebject to Liking
medicine to make them well, so we hned all sorts and
conditions of meu object to the introduction of relorms

o

to make {hem better. I, asa Frecthinker, am opposed
to Christianity.  As a Protestant, I was opposcd to
Popery—and were I o Homan Catholic, T should be
opposad to Mahomedanisn.  The Moslem hates us all,
and in the blind delirium of fanatic zeal secks {o assert
the sovereignity ol his God and his Prophet Ly an
appenl to arms. T am free to confess that [ have scen
the day when a touch of  Guld Donnybrook,”"—a wee
taste of a scrummage, afforded me infinite delight, but
the experience of age and the teachings of philesophy
make me the advecate of peace—but net “at any
price.,” I abhor bloodshed, and look upon war as an
unmitigated evil; but 1alse hold that there is a greater
evil—slavery. Not only that of the body, but that
of the mind. Hence the justification of war, as
tepelling foree by force. Thus we see that all the
various believers in jehovaly, from Moscs to the Mahdi,
and ail the dupes o the various mysteries that have
athered round the name of the Ged of Tsracl, have
from wtme 1o vme struggled for  the mastery.
Protestaniisny as it cxists n Great Dritain, in these
colonivs, and n Awerica, is, from my point of view,
the  least objectionable of Yahivehistic ereods, s
foundation stone is v the vight of private judgmcenot,”
and that has become the Eeystone of the aveh of liberty.
The dedes and Persians carried the children of judah
captive, and saved the world from Mosaic jgnorarce
and mental bondage, | need ot dsell upen the
change wrovght by Greek philosophy—-2Aalomet's
fory zeal or Roman despotism, which last. by its own
arbitrary power, produced the Schizms from which
modern Protestinisie hos sprung. They enck: T
played thelr part inthe worlil's Listory—and to-day the
Jastification of Great Dimtain's warlile attitade 1s to he
fownd in the necessity of Protestant iheralisn: stemning
the avaressive conservatizm of ohicr superstitions, W
cannot Love things as we wisl, we nnst perloree
accept thuem as they are, Tral by hattle appears to
be e ordeal  througlh which  civilization musl
mevitably pase, whelher disturbed by o Czar, o Moses,
or a Malids,
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S A TAITHILESS WORLDY
[in o reeent mimber of the » Contemporary Review,
Miss Frances Power Cobbe contribiios an mileresting
avticle under the above lieadine, This cstimable Indy
awnd accenphished writer vssays a conclusive answer o
Mruo Justice Steplen’s oplvion that we can ot on very

well widhowt whao s termed velvion, aed that il
raaters ot wheths rthers s or 5 oot o God or 2 lnture
“iat boooconen it the s Nipeteonth
(i iz bl Al liwver expressad

waoef e nd dQiy so pleasaniiy as o load s e
ﬂlli\[)ll‘:' 4
It .
Yo e avery good world, reiarked
s af e wwald only List, Lowve,
fricidship, ambitlon, science, lterature, polities, cou-
merce,  professions, trades, sud a thoasand other
maiters, will o coually well, as far as T can sec,
whether there 1s or s not a God or a future state.”
To this Miss Cobbe shrinks hack in trepidation and
distay, and valued friond to liberat religions thousht
thougls this lady Is, 11 is evident that she lacks ontire
faith in humen nature to atiam cvery tequisite for
hueian progress and welfare, Advocates of © reveront
frecthonght ™ tomtfy thomselves with Fueid picures of
“an orphan vorld withont the conscloustess of God,”
and leave cverything realinable on tis nethier carth 1o
wander i ddreemland ar their own sweel will,  In
eritesing M. fustivce Stephens, it s very commendalile

wowho woald chnose o
willl ore sores than siolig

that Miss Coble shoull Do By dutinmy hor worde,
o M Colhe. - reliclon " menny definite il inoa

Jwving avd rizhteons Gody and, as o corollary, in the
swyival of the huma zond after death, Froy 1bis
definition, thevcfore, 10 is evident that saeerdotal T s
il theological neorality have not yot been diseardod
Ly e devout author of » Religious Duty ;7
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