THIE

and philosophic Jesus said, ©Woe unto you that laugh

“now, for ye shall mourn and weep,” re, laugh and be
decnnied

A Dbiographical notice of a very religions family,
quoted by a very religions contemporary, states dad
“Aor five generations the family had heen possessed of
Csterling qualities of head and heart, and that during
“1{hat time there had not been in it a prodigal nor an
It o1s better

¢ 1han keeping houses or lands to keep holding an to

“infidel,” Then follows the moral :—

“ such precious legacy of faith and worth.”  Passing
over with a smile the usual goody, truthful, regardicss
of police records, coupling of prodical and fufide!, we
cannot but shudder at the intelledlual and moral state
of this family, which for five generations produced not
a single doubter. Think of it

nien and women thonght David, Jacob, and Noih

For five gencrations
were holy men, and held up their vnsullied lives as fit
And then, no doubt,
insteardd of holding an 1o houses and lands, they made
over the precious fegacy to the Church (or why the
and that iz, that
owing to the progress of Trecthionght, the next fve

examples for children to follow.

moral 21, There 1s one thing certain,

generations will not be so barren of :1‘111(1u15.

The an instance
of the

ship has

CNew Zealand Methodist © gives as
power of special prayer, that for
annually left Tongland for the

in the arctlic rewions, without the loss of a

I20 VEArs il
“Aloravian
“ Alission,”
single
We

traves,

ship or passenger by storm, fceberg, or wreck.

wonder which the rev. cditor prefers when he

a vessel weli pravad for and poorly officered,

or the reverse. We krnow which we prefer. Now,

hat ungoedly Cunerd Company, after thousands of

trips b alimost racchurse specd across the Atlantic,
also bonst that they have not lost o single ship, Dt
thon they pay highly the Luest
as purhaps the Moravian

take coad cove to for

comnatders obtamahic!

mission does.and so v keep thelr powder dry” D,

AMr. Bev, Iiditor, is not this statement ratber rash?

Suppesc 1ext yeir proper procautions are not taken,
Won't the heathen laugh! Lt
God under an

and a vessel iy lost,
secms Lo us that vou have placed vour

iation, and il o vessel ser shoubd cowe to

Or Passong
grief, that vou will be Lixe the

Alrican, 1

quite Jlstilied, pour

nospweshing up your idol

This naturally leads us into the question of Insurance
— and we wonder i this » Moravian Mission U insure
and, whether the msuwrance com-
panies make any reduction
We have often thoueht it lacking
e faith far the seets to insure thor churehes, for suvely

their vessels, if so,

in premium owing to the

“apectal prayors

God can ook after his own. Tlowever, by o lade re-
tirn we see that deringe Tast vear over four hundred
churches i the l nited Kingdom  were struck Dby

helitniog, This surely nmust bhe because Crod, amongst
the numerons seets of America, is sorewhat perplexed

to know &ils own; unless it s Lo reprove those unfaith-

ful servants whe have crected lightuing conductors on

the house of God 1tsclf.

The same paper also vives o graphie description of

the vreat fear in an Iedian vitlage darving a Ianar
clipse how, with the blowing of horns, sonnding of

congs, ete. (like the concert before the walls of Jericho),
the inhabitants cadeavour so to frighten the mooun ag
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to prevent her from swallowing the carth, or, having
swiallowed i, to compel her to disgorge it without

3P B B T A Y
adidy, 400 WTIWED Wt

w\..-Ln I o

arsi a4y, ai ey
always scem to succeed, so the Hindoos go back to
their homes perfectly satisfied that they have rendered

1 srg e atan wsia
Cil Maruddy vl

distingulstied sarvice to (e whole hunnon tece, Just

sol- enlightened Methodists, but poor heathen Hindoos!
Now the poor IHindoos have some foundation for their
simple faith, for a lunar cclipse always does pass away;
but how abount these Christian prayers, for rain, for
unless the wind is from
or for the conversion of Freethinkers,
which are alse of no avail,
to

hiysteria,

mstance, that are of no avail,
the right quarter;
unless Frecthinkers first
agree subordinate ther to

reison religious

A truly faithful Christian, not understanding the
spirit of the nineteenth century, has requested Bishop
Moorhouse, of Melbourne, to pray to the Almighty
God to strike with sterility the rabbits of Victoria, and
so abate the rabbit nuisance, A few years ago this
would have been leoked upon as a most natural re-
nuest, but now, owing to the spread of Freethought, it
s vidiculed from one end of the coleny to the other.
We fail to see why, for surely the God who removed
thwe stertlity Abraham’s Sarah could, and should,
nupose steriity on the rabbits—for no one can deny
that this would be a great blessing to man, whercas
the propagation of the Israclites (if yvou can believe
the Iibie records) was one of the most damnable curses
of ancient times : for,

of

not content with murdering and

rapeing nations, this

the swrounding
of * God’s own people ™ actually presumed to
cruciiy and put to death the creator of this vast and
wicomprehensible universe.

insignificant
handiul

he Ttev, AMr. AWhitehouse {Anglican) gave a lecture
in Wanganui en Frecthought, and we were scarcely
though rather disappointed, to find that it
contaied about as much argument and unproved as-

surprised,
sertions as the usual run of sermons. We were told
that the Church need not fear Freethought, and that to
that arc false.
We take the rev, gentleman at his worid, and say that

shun enguiry shows its foundations
the Church has, and does, shun enquiry, and therefore
Need we mention the
(Galileo, Dacon, Vesalius,

amd Darwin ?-—and further ask, swhat is the

its foundations must be false,
names of Hypatia,
Colenso,

Diruno,

present attitude of the Churell respecting evolution

and geology ?

Of course the French Revolution was dragged in,
for we never yet heard a lecture on Ireethought with-
out this beiny instanced as a case of the excesses com-
nitted by o people when they have thrown over all
buticf 1 a God —totally 1gnoring the historic fact that

these were the natural results of centuries of degrada-

tion and outrage, committed on the people by a
tyrannical government and a corrupt aristocracy.  And

it was allied
Can it be wondered at that when
the inevitable conflict came (a conflict forcseen and
forcicid by the prophet Vollaire), that the degraded

to the shawe of the Christian Church,
with the tyrants!

people could not diseriminate between the Church and

Nol

largely responsible for these excesses, and truly reaped

the tyrant ? And we say that that Church was

wlhiere i had sown' !



