“history of religion, and seme miracle-mongering, have
“*no doubt about the continucd existence of scveral
“sorts of souls, some of them bogies.
“them close to that intelligeni bedy, the Psychical
“ Rescarch Society, IFor the patrons of psychical re-
“search BEsoteric Buddhism

This draws

has this charm—that it
“offers the greatest quantity of prodigies with the
“ slightest possible basis of evidence.” It scems that
the whole thing has been exposad by Mr. Arthur Lilhe,
in a pamphlet called © Koot Hoomi Unveiled ™ (1. \V.
Allen).  “ Asmodeus 7 should rcad it, when he nay
possibly understand why the people he calls *fools™
and “ blind,” ** malignunt aud stoncy-hearted,” are not
prepared to follow his fead. They know the country
too well.  The rank growth of the weeds of superstition
indicate the proximity of the old theological bogs. It
will take tinie to drain them, but the worlk will be done
at last.

The vitality of erroncous opinions, when associated
with sclf-intercst, is well illustrated by the manner in
which Y protection ™ 1s growing into public fuvour.
¢ Hansard ’ supplies evidence that too many members of
both Housesareprofoundly ignorautofthevery elements
of economic science, which s perhaps not to be won-
dered at when it s remembered how small a portion
of the public has as yet grasped the ldea that political
action has any counection with scientific knowledge at
all,  Implicifly, no doubt, the fact is recognised that,
te secure good resuits, sound knowledge 1s required,
but few people scem to realise that any knowledge
bearing on the political life of a people, 1s, or may he,
organised into o body of reasoned truth,  In polities
almoest any fallacy will mpose upon oven intelligont
men if it appears to jump with their wishes, and the
more iHlogical an argnment s the more 109 tells 7 i an
cledlion or i a division.

As NMr. Herbert Spencer has pointed out, cven owr
with

1Te
says i —** It s, indeed, marvellous how readily we let

language has Leen meulded  In accordance

ceconomic ndeas which are palpably  allacious.

“oursclves be deceived by words and phrases which
Seugoest one aspect of the facls while leaving the
“opposite aspect unsnggested. A good illustration of
*this, and one germane to the inuuedinte question, 1s
“seen i the use of the words ' protection ™ and ¢ pro-
Sotectiontst T by the antagonists of free-trade, and in
“he tactt admission of ity propricty by free-traders,
“AWhile the one party has habitually ignored, te other
soparty has Labitnadly finled to emplasise the trath,
IS

“that this so-called protection always involves aggr
“sion; and that the nane aggressionst onght to be
“ substituted for the name protedtionist. Tor nothing
“ean be more cerloin thas that ) Lo mantaim As
“profit, B s forbidden to buy of €, or is lined to the
“extent of the duty 1f e buys of €, 101y arures
“upon that .\ may be ‘protedted.  Nay, <agures-
“rgionist s a Litle doubly more applicable to the anti-
“free-traders than s title “pro-
@ teclionist,” since, that one producer may gain, ten
“consumers are lecced.”

sl

the  cuphemisiic

An attentive cousideration of this pussage mighr
have prevented Admiral Scolt, who recently gave a
lecture i the Colonial Muscum on “ The Developineat
“oof the Industrial Resources of New Zealand,” lrom
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recommending that they should be bolstered up by the
adoption of a protedtive policy, of which there is
already a great dealtoo much in our tariff,  How com-
pelling the consnumer i pay the producer more than he
i would Trave to pay the bmporter ander a free-trade

system conld “annaintain the quality of the

souds and
“Leep down prices,” as he asserted, does not appoir,
and the proposition reduced to its clenients s really &
contradiflion in terms,

Admiral Scott, who was introduced by 1Tis Fxeel-
leney the Governor (who presided at the mecting
above referred to), “as an eld friend of his,” iy pro-
bably a clever aud well-informed man,

On many suly-
jegts heds perhaps an excellent authority, but it is a
pity no member of the New Zealand Institute who
was present at the meeting had the courage to point
out that his assertion that *the gloomy state of
“ Lngland's trade was a conscquence of her free-trade
“policy,” was cutively crroneous. .\ gentleman who
quoted from Al ought o have known that, e e,
crgp proprey foc is the most vulgar forn of the fallacy of
generabisation, where causation is inferred from casual
conjunction, United

Saates aml Canacda, whose prosperity he attributed to

Smibuly i the case of the

protection, entively ignorivg all those causes, such as
vast unocenpiad terrilories, a constant stream of tni-
migration internal nudnsweial freedom, &e., &,
which Progress wealth

, wreat
Lnsure n i ospite of the

aggression ” of sedtions of the connuunity upon the

rest. TEmight as woell be said that the causc of the
wealth of Londen is the nowher

MWath regarvd o the Siates,

of thieves 1t contains,
My Mongredics has Pt
the subjuect I a conercte furn in his - Western Fariner
cof Ameviea,” whoere he cstnates ihat the American
frmers are taxed qoo mullion dollars every vear in
Lo the
manntacinrers o In anid

cCommeree 7 he proves conclasively that while Bne-
il-.\'

srder fortines of tiie PFastern Siates

s

s o Free-Tride ILnglish

L] hias benehinted coormronshy by free-trade i wood

thnes, countries where an ©acgressive policy ” has
been i vewie lave swtlered ovenn sore Ui Bagland
b Gowess T i what nught be expected, for any
mfringement of nataral hberty i sure (o produce evil

t ovaried forne.

The Revo A Faneonrt (A eebeany preachied vecently
I Wanganuai on the growth of the Frecthougit meve.
meet, and strongly arged his hearers 1o catry ot Uie
doghrive of Christianizy in hoth letier anid

H

spivit, Lor

the hencht of somie of our Chiristin ricnds who donet

Lnow ther Eable as woll as ey shonld, we wiil give
then obie text to start wiih - Jumes Vo gt and part

ol psthoverse s v Is any sick among vonn et him call

clor e chders of the Church, aed ot them Prey over

Clum, anotting i with ol i the aome of the Lo,
ccandd the prasver ol fadth shall save Uie sick, wed the
s Leord shall raise him up,”
semding the Truc. vou might mewr a
cruminal prosceution for neglect, 15 recently happened

Now this s cloar,—1o
for doctor.,

m ungland, where, inoo Chelstin Loud, o Christian
o magistrate fined a0 Christian s for erving out in
! the tetter and spirlt this text of the Christian DBible,
L anad therely losing his ¢hillh !

. . . 1
wrntare, yoin would

.
give to Treethinkers o sceond edition of

! otie ot the
grimest of Jokes they have hued for spme Ume s and 1 1t

shoald canse then (o laugl, vou have vour rowand (o

contempiating thelr punishent, {or has not the gentle



