THE TFREETIIOUGHT REVIEW,

NOTES FIROM AUCKLAND.

{FEOM A CORRESPONDENT.)

Auckland is to have its Musenn opened on Sunday ab
last, and it is the last city in the colony to come to that
decisiom. Yot the IIu'rnLnln af Anelland ars as wnloaanes
seeking acommunity as there s in these slands, but they
nides great profession of what passes as plety while owning
very little of the gonnine apticte, Tu Septewber o reyui-
sition was preseited to the Counedl fa cliarge of the musewn,
reitesting that 16 should he opened on Swelays. Severul
Christian seets regivded snele a0 proposition as hervetieal,
and, with that intolernnee which has for centuries been
synonymous with Cheistianity, they zot up petitions to keep
the muscwin shut, These petitioners were of the Daptist,
Methodist, and Preshvterinn type. They were not joined
by the Boman Catholic wsd Anglican Churches,  OUn the
contrary, it is now said that Bishop Cowie, of the Angliean
Chureh, has long been in favour of opening. The puri-
tanieal observance of Sunday is o modern phuse of Chris-
tinnity not three centuries old, Tt is wlso n loeal phase,
manifested eliclly in England wnd Scotland, Tt utterly
vepudiated on the Continent of Furope. 1t hag been im-
ported heve us other Lhowe matters have, and though sowe-
what diluted to what it s in the pavent country, is
nevertheless the backbone of what o large proportiown of the
population consider genuine Christinuity.  This opinien is
held i detianes of cavly Chelsttan tradition, for 7 Noew
Testament narrative possesses o grain of trngh, desus was o
most violent oppouent of Sabbatarianism,  Yet these Sab-
batarians, i the most fulsome msomer, profoss (o Le the close
followers of this sane Jesus,  The infatwdion of these
sectaries s due, fipst, to their ingrained egotisi—they are
confident that nonc wean g0 well as they do; second, Lo
their passion for domination.  Fxeept liberty io themselves
they have no other coneeption of liberty, nov have they any
dizposition towneds it Mo hing over suell minds to the
side of Tibevty, vow st tonch them thivongh their pockets
anel interests, then they ay e hrought over to be pro-
fossed supporters, That the Aackbusl Musewn is Lo he
opened onSunday is due to o fortunnte cleaee, Poenniarily,
the Museum Fhe vevenue  wis
derived i 1!:1[‘1 fromy suheeribers of 71 onel per atinuin,

L Lecr ernharassed,
A arge vaority of these aabseribers have Teens for vens
in favour of opening, b the wdnevity threstened ek if
towere openell they wonld discentivue their subseripiions,
The Connetl quailod before the imtimidation of this tiinority
and deferred indetbritely the aetion they would st
willingly have tuken. However pelief enwe, aned troun s
most unlikely source.  OUver noyene ago an old man muned
Costlev died, e lived w it e were poor. Anold elothes-
nan would not Tiave given nove than ten shillings tor hiy
wardrobe, but he died legally worth about £100,000, un-
cirned nerement o ety property T hiad bought away baek
trom the vear 13400 The budle of this howe sum he appor
tioned by will sinongst seven public institutions. The
share whicl fell to the Museum was about L1200t This
relieved that institution frovy all emburassnient, made 1t
independent of the bigoted governing minovity  of the
Tustitate, and now the public will be able to mter it on
Sundiys, With the new lights that Tonve Tately heen shed
around on the oud question, M Costley™s very diberal aet
ey be viewed feon a versy ditferent stand point to wind
oworthd haeve bevrs viewed 0 e From  that
T W hl.‘llh] ]n':'lnt. _\]['_ ('i:.illr,"\' in ln'-llll';lllling lli:-; l‘”’f”'”.\-
to Institations designed Tor the heneliv of e conununity
Al verely o aet of Justice. The imerease e e value of
his property was due entirely (o the nuembers amd enter-
prise of the connnunit; [T may

Ve YS i,

and nol his exertions,
have acknowledged (s facl—may have been o disciple of
the Flenry George schooly and, fuliowing up his conviciions
to theie practival endd, have vesolved honestly to reton to
the compnity that herement which the conmumunioy Tl
variil,

It 35 nob e unearmust opiaton that Governanends ae
backward T veforios and fuprovemuonts, but in this instanee
that opinion is nol borne outs for the Government yous
aga posed this condition or Gie Counedl of the Muscun,
sthat e skould he apened on Sundays as soow as the othep
Museuins were so opened.” hut the Couneil Lave for yoars
heetn Luyeotted by the itliberad, aud v doubit in their own
cstitaalion, plous winority of the wmembers of the Tnstitate,
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GLEANINGS.

¢ Navionan RErorMenr’
Theve ware seven Freethonght Associations in Canads,
Mea Bosant’s

sunanlig

“ Atheistic Platforn " sees o have taken
with the publie, the sales being very large,

A Bradlaugh is glad o learn that Mr, Stout has heen
re-cleeted  President of the Dunedin Frecthought  As-
soctition,

Newdigate NL:\\'(ngﬂEU i5 begging for money to pay his
law costs, and all the Tory leaders have signed lis begging
petition,

Fifty new members joined the National Heeular Society
in one week, and four new branches were being formed at
the sone time,

In the first division of the advaneed stages at South
Nensington, four of the five eandidates from the Iall of
Science Schicols who qualified were women,

In consepnence of the death of Al Goflin, the illness of
AL Rothmaler, and the state of things in Brussels, the next
Intermational Freethought Conference will be held in Ant-
woery in 1883,

The Diderot Centenary Committec, after obtaining the
authorisation of the Fronch Government to innugurate the
Diderot statue, invited My, Dreadlangh and Mrs, Besant to
attend,  Work, however, prevented their aceeptance.

The Hall of Seience Nchools are maintaining their high
reputation,  Of twenty-six sent to the South Kensington
exauninations all passed. They won't need uny more of Sir
Henry Tyler’s advertisenents in the House of Commons.

The * Chureh Reformer” has discovered that * the present
oeith (of wdlogiance) is woie-Christion, if wot antl-Christinr,”
and wses Aadeolm MeColl's avgument to show that the vith
wis altered from “on the truth faith of a Clwvistiun, so Lielp
me God 7 to admit men who deny the Christian faith,

T a late number of the < Reformaer” is an acknowledg-
ment of subseriptions received fromn Nelsen, N.Z. The
stubseribers, in s note, subl—" On bhehalf of ourselves anid
the other subseribers, we tender you the hiand of fellowship
ind syiopaihy, and truss that the day is not far distant
when your indomitable cournge and splendid skill will pre-
vadl for the complete discomtiture of youwr onemivs”  Such
messages from this far-off Lad show that even here the
fight for constitutional vight is eagerly watehoed,

A M oSt Clade chadlenged My, Lradlangh to & debale
on the moral or constitutional right of the Honse of Lonly
to deluy passing one half’ of a Refornt Bill until # its con-
cealed halt was betore the wation and the House”  Jle adse
mwned forfeits which were to e paid for deviations from
fcts Immoral argmments, fallacies, or amidignities during
the defates Mr. Bradlaugh vepliod that he was of epinion
that the Lovds had repeatedly ueted misclievonsly sinee
1760, and also in the Franchise matter. e aceepted the
challenge, but asked for a banke’s veferenee, and two
surcties for the amount of fines  The forfeity to be divided
Letween the Fondon Mospital and the Musonie  Tovs'
Sehool, M, St Clair condd o et She conditions,

REevLar Review!

There is a0 Frecthought jonenal I Spain,

Sl Tromuda

Lt s calliad

Salwdin (Stewart LRuss) Jus challenged the Rev, Canon
Richmowd, of Carlisle, to a debate in the columns of that
[llLl)U]‘.

The above-mentioned clevie, speaking of Mr, €. Watts,
sabd ot hie ought to he et somehuw or other,” and that
“pevhaps it was not wise to meet hin on the platform ;
but fremust be met, and Tis followers must be met”  As
the Rev, Canon objeets 1o the platfonn, Saladin othos the
CReview T ool

Cordiad Manning told ihe last Temperanee Congress
thart Clivistions * ave the only menon carth whe are stained
and shamaed by the manufietire and consumption off strong
drink. Indian, Qriental, and Chinese were bound by teir
religion not to take it and they enly broke through ke
rule where the Christian name had spread.”



