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“ Nsmodeus 7 discusses the tuth and utility  of
Spivitualizn al soine length i the @ New Zealand
CPimes of the 23rd ubtimo, e is candid enough to
admit that < ils ouwn friends are often its worst cncinies,
By their ill-judeed, injudicions advocacy, tntemperate
“ Jisputation, and contemptible credulousness,” but is

unconscious that he lays himself open to similar
charges. His arguments arce of the usual vague

Reason
[ntuitions are trust-
worthy, he declares, and wide-spread beliels are con-
clusive cvidence of fact, *«=if
“gpiritualism is a fraud and deccit, then are ancient
«“miracles (so termed) nere myths,”  No doubt; bat
truth.,  The Freethinker
laughs at < occultismy,” b which # Asmadens ™

charadter so common amonyg Spivitnalists,
must be kept within bounds.
maodern

matters  of

twe crrors do not make a
has
such faith, because he knows enough of the history of
opinion to be aware how easily the human mind be-
comes the slave of superstition. at the
question frow the historical and scientific point of
view, it is evident enough that spiritism is liftle more
than theology in a state of decay,  The old beliets are
rejected by the intellect, and the new do not at present
satisfy the emotions,

Looking

People have so leng been tauglit
that virtue will be supernaturaily rewarded that they
fee! themselves defranded when convineed that this is
a delusion.  As ¢« Asmodenus T puls 1t, < the leading
« principle of our advanced civilisation is the rights of
To
siqell o mason, or bricklayer, or earpentur, that rearing

¢ an,—he is to receive fair wages for ns labour,

¢ a beautiful edifice was sulficient recompense for the
«labour bestowed upen i, wotld be recelved with de-
“orision.  And so with every other occupation of life.
« And yet the highest occupation of all, the practice ot
“oyirtue, the exercise of charity, self-control—in short,
“the prepavation for the herealter, commands no
!

sorommuneration ! I se, creation is o fraud, a mistake,

scand the evelution of specics womockery, Gur progress,
“our science. entevelution o hizher phase of humanity
S phase so high, so sablithe. as 1o apvronch Jdeini-
“godhend- s all for nothing. Upon this part of the
“question 1 have no ssue with the ereeds of U day,
e byt an chicily concerned with those who take reasen
“for acuide, and, like Thonas of old; Telieve nothing
“ they cannot see and fecl,” This 1s an exquisitely
paive confussion of inability to grasp the very clements
of moral science as developed in modern times, Grant-
g the utility of the notion of personal rewards and
puiidshinweis o o ube Bic, in the carkier history of
our race, by which tiine was sained for socialinfluences
to produce altruistic sentiments whicl: have now he-
cowte hereditary to some extent, it s clear that just so
far as 4 man does tight, merdly for the hope of reward,
ie his chnradler mferior Lo that of the man whe acts
righuly without betng influcaced by any such mative.
In our day it is only the criminal classes who are
habitually influenced by cousiderations, which, trans-
forred Lo another world, Chrstians and Spivitualists

|
|
|

Arofess to be the only ones that can prevent them from
being as wicked as, au theiv showing, ¢ Materialists”
ought to by, but somchow are not.

“Snrely this idea of compensation,” says a writer in
the © Westminster Review,” “is one of the most ex-
“uisitely lndicrous that mankind has ever had,  Com-
“ peasation ! Ior what? For an act of sclf-denial 7 But
“avhat sell is it that you deny? Not the good self,
“certainly, for that is precisely what you dndu/ze. The
cogelf, denied, can be nothing but the vruTE—the
“oreedy, selfish, cruel heast—and this it is which
“ants to recover damages! The more you have
“within you of this brute, the more damages you
“elaim ! Tut the fact that you are not satisfied shows
“you to be undeserving. The greater you feel your
“sacrifice to be, the lower you stand in the scale,
“ Moicover, what £ind of compensation do you claim ?
“ Do you wanl to be better, or o be worse ? If better,
“you are clahming a repetition of the very acts by
“ which you represent yourself as damaged ! Logically,
“ the damages can only be awarded to the brute.  But
“in that case your petition bears a wrong address; if
¢ should be diredted, not to God, but to the Devil IV
The truth is that ithe charadler and conduct most con-
ducive to the happiness of the human race is often in
contlict with that of the individual, and the good boy
“ Tommy,” as in the recent apologue in ¢ Blackwood's
< AMavazine, too often ¢nds his career by “throwing
“(lust in people’s cyes " in order to gain both * praise
“and pudding.”  In the matter of dust-throwing, there
are no greater proficients than the churches as repre-
sented by their especial ¢« pillars.”

Under the heading of ¢ Lsoteric Losh,” the * Satur-
“dav Review " has an article dealing with some of the
nonsense which seems to have so much impressed
s Azmodens " and his likes, It says — Ior nearly
ten years people who Jo not conhine their reading to
‘novels have heand hings and rumours of a Thee-
sophistic Soclcty, of & wonder-working Inde-Slavouic-
“Amcrican Sibyl, and of the marvellous * Thibetan
cadepts” A wholly unreadable book, named ¢ Isis
<« Unveiled,” was published by some person or persons
interested i this movement. It scemod about cqually
composed ol * Zanoni and the < Strange Story, popular
“conceptions of astern wysticism, a dash of American
spiritualiziic twaddle, and other equaily valuable in-
oredients, with an immense stock of ignorance about
“the read nature of avcient religions. No one could
sataind ¢ Lsis Unveiled,” and afterwards shorter manuals
ol the latest phase of credulity were prt out nnder
“the names of * Occult Philesophy ™ and ¢ lisoteric
s Duddhism,”

i

It rocs on to say—* The evangelists
of ¢ Esoteric Puddlisim,” which isa mixture of Yankee
gush and shrewdness, with some misapplied tags of
“medern science, an cxhaustive ignorance of the



“history of religion, and seme miracle-mongering, have
“*no doubt about the continucd existence of scveral
“sorts of souls, some of them bogies.
“them close to that intelligeni bedy, the Psychical
“ Rescarch Society, IFor the patrons of psychical re-
“search BEsoteric Buddhism

This draws

has this charm—that it
“offers the greatest quantity of prodigies with the
“ slightest possible basis of evidence.” It scems that
the whole thing has been exposad by Mr. Arthur Lilhe,
in a pamphlet called © Koot Hoomi Unveiled ™ (1. \V.
Allen).  “ Asmodeus 7 should rcad it, when he nay
possibly understand why the people he calls *fools™
and “ blind,” ** malignunt aud stoncy-hearted,” are not
prepared to follow his fead. They know the country
too well.  The rank growth of the weeds of superstition
indicate the proximity of the old theological bogs. It
will take tinie to drain them, but the worlk will be done
at last.

The vitality of erroncous opinions, when associated
with sclf-intercst, is well illustrated by the manner in
which Y protection ™ 1s growing into public fuvour.
¢ Hansard ’ supplies evidence that too many members of
both Housesareprofoundly ignorautofthevery elements
of economic science, which s perhaps not to be won-
dered at when it s remembered how small a portion
of the public has as yet grasped the ldea that political
action has any counection with scientific knowledge at
all,  Implicifly, no doubt, the fact is recognised that,
te secure good resuits, sound knowledge 1s required,
but few people scem to realise that any knowledge
bearing on the political life of a people, 1s, or may he,
organised into o body of reasoned truth,  In polities
almoest any fallacy will mpose upon oven intelligont
men if it appears to jump with their wishes, and the
more iHlogical an argnment s the more 109 tells 7 i an
cledlion or i a division.

As NMr. Herbert Spencer has pointed out, cven owr
with

1Te
says i —** It s, indeed, marvellous how readily we let

language has Leen meulded  In accordance

ceconomic ndeas which are palpably  allacious.

“oursclves be deceived by words and phrases which
Seugoest one aspect of the facls while leaving the
“opposite aspect unsnggested. A good illustration of
*this, and one germane to the inuuedinte question, 1s
“seen i the use of the words ' protection ™ and ¢ pro-
Sotectiontst T by the antagonists of free-trade, and in
“he tactt admission of ity propricty by free-traders,
“AWhile the one party has habitually ignored, te other
soparty has Labitnadly finled to emplasise the trath,
IS

“that this so-called protection always involves aggr
“sion; and that the nane aggressionst onght to be
“ substituted for the name protedtionist. Tor nothing
“ean be more cerloin thas that ) Lo mantaim As
“profit, B s forbidden to buy of €, or is lined to the
“extent of the duty 1f e buys of €, 101y arures
“upon that .\ may be ‘protedted.  Nay, <agures-
“rgionist s a Litle doubly more applicable to the anti-
“free-traders than s title “pro-
@ teclionist,” since, that one producer may gain, ten
“consumers are lecced.”

sl

the  cuphemisiic

An attentive cousideration of this pussage mighr
have prevented Admiral Scolt, who recently gave a
lecture i the Colonial Muscum on “ The Developineat
“oof the Industrial Resources of New Zealand,” lrom
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recommending that they should be bolstered up by the
adoption of a protedtive policy, of which there is
already a great dealtoo much in our tariff,  How com-
pelling the consnumer i pay the producer more than he
i would Trave to pay the bmporter ander a free-trade

system conld “annaintain the quality of the

souds and
“Leep down prices,” as he asserted, does not appoir,
and the proposition reduced to its clenients s really &
contradiflion in terms,

Admiral Scott, who was introduced by 1Tis Fxeel-
leney the Governor (who presided at the mecting
above referred to), “as an eld friend of his,” iy pro-
bably a clever aud well-informed man,

On many suly-
jegts heds perhaps an excellent authority, but it is a
pity no member of the New Zealand Institute who
was present at the meeting had the courage to point
out that his assertion that *the gloomy state of
“ Lngland's trade was a conscquence of her free-trade
“policy,” was cutively crroneous. .\ gentleman who
quoted from Al ought o have known that, e e,
crgp proprey foc is the most vulgar forn of the fallacy of
generabisation, where causation is inferred from casual
conjunction, United

Saates aml Canacda, whose prosperity he attributed to

Smibuly i the case of the

protection, entively ignorivg all those causes, such as
vast unocenpiad terrilories, a constant stream of tni-
migration internal nudnsweial freedom, &e., &,
which Progress wealth

, wreat
Lnsure n i ospite of the

aggression ” of sedtions of the connuunity upon the

rest. TEmight as woell be said that the causc of the
wealth of Londen is the nowher

MWath regarvd o the Siates,

of thieves 1t contains,
My Mongredics has Pt
the subjuect I a conercte furn in his - Western Fariner
cof Ameviea,” whoere he cstnates ihat the American
frmers are taxed qoo mullion dollars every vear in
Lo the
manntacinrers o In anid

cCommeree 7 he proves conclasively that while Bne-
il-.\'

srder fortines of tiie PFastern Siates

s

s o Free-Tride ILnglish

L] hias benehinted coormronshy by free-trade i wood

thnes, countries where an ©acgressive policy ” has
been i vewie lave swtlered ovenn sore Ui Bagland
b Gowess T i what nught be expected, for any
mfringement of nataral hberty i sure (o produce evil

t ovaried forne.

The Revo A Faneonrt (A eebeany preachied vecently
I Wanganuai on the growth of the Frecthougit meve.
meet, and strongly arged his hearers 1o catry ot Uie
doghrive of Christianizy in hoth letier anid

H

spivit, Lor

the hencht of somie of our Chiristin ricnds who donet

Lnow ther Eable as woll as ey shonld, we wiil give
then obie text to start wiih - Jumes Vo gt and part

ol psthoverse s v Is any sick among vonn et him call

clor e chders of the Church, aed ot them Prey over

Clum, anotting i with ol i the aome of the Lo,
ccandd the prasver ol fadth shall save Uie sick, wed the
s Leord shall raise him up,”
semding the Truc. vou might mewr a
cruminal prosceution for neglect, 15 recently happened

Now this s cloar,—1o
for doctor.,

m ungland, where, inoo Chelstin Loud, o Christian
o magistrate fined a0 Christian s for erving out in
! the tetter and spirlt this text of the Christian DBible,
L anad therely losing his ¢hillh !

. . . 1
wrntare, yoin would

.
give to Treethinkers o sceond edition of

! otie ot the
grimest of Jokes they have hued for spme Ume s and 1 1t

shoald canse then (o laugl, vou have vour rowand (o

contempiating thelr punishent, {or has not the gentle



THIE

and philosophic Jesus said, ©Woe unto you that laugh

“now, for ye shall mourn and weep,” re, laugh and be
decnnied

A Dbiographical notice of a very religions family,
quoted by a very religions contemporary, states dad
“Aor five generations the family had heen possessed of
Csterling qualities of head and heart, and that during
“1{hat time there had not been in it a prodigal nor an
It o1s better

¢ 1han keeping houses or lands to keep holding an to

“infidel,” Then follows the moral :—

“ such precious legacy of faith and worth.”  Passing
over with a smile the usual goody, truthful, regardicss
of police records, coupling of prodical and fufide!, we
cannot but shudder at the intelledlual and moral state
of this family, which for five generations produced not
a single doubter. Think of it

nien and women thonght David, Jacob, and Noih

For five gencrations
were holy men, and held up their vnsullied lives as fit
And then, no doubt,
insteardd of holding an 1o houses and lands, they made
over the precious fegacy to the Church (or why the
and that iz, that
owing to the progress of Trecthionght, the next fve

examples for children to follow.

moral 21, There 1s one thing certain,

generations will not be so barren of :1‘111(1u15.

The an instance
of the

ship has

CNew Zealand Methodist © gives as
power of special prayer, that for
annually left Tongland for the

in the arctlic rewions, without the loss of a

I20 VEArs il
“Aloravian
“ Alission,”
single
We

traves,

ship or passenger by storm, fceberg, or wreck.

wonder which the rev. cditor prefers when he

a vessel weli pravad for and poorly officered,

or the reverse. We krnow which we prefer. Now,

hat ungoedly Cunerd Company, after thousands of

trips b alimost racchurse specd across the Atlantic,
also bonst that they have not lost o single ship, Dt
thon they pay highly the Luest
as purhaps the Moravian

take coad cove to for

comnatders obtamahic!

mission does.and so v keep thelr powder dry” D,

AMr. Bev, Iiditor, is not this statement ratber rash?

Suppesc 1ext yeir proper procautions are not taken,
Won't the heathen laugh! Lt
God under an

and a vessel iy lost,
secms Lo us that vou have placed vour

iation, and il o vessel ser shoubd cowe to

Or Passong
grief, that vou will be Lixe the

Alrican, 1

quite Jlstilied, pour

nospweshing up your idol

This naturally leads us into the question of Insurance
— and we wonder i this » Moravian Mission U insure
and, whether the msuwrance com-
panies make any reduction
We have often thoueht it lacking
e faith far the seets to insure thor churehes, for suvely

their vessels, if so,

in premium owing to the

“apectal prayors

God can ook after his own. Tlowever, by o lade re-
tirn we see that deringe Tast vear over four hundred
churches i the l nited Kingdom  were struck Dby

helitniog, This surely nmust bhe because Crod, amongst
the numerons seets of America, is sorewhat perplexed

to know &ils own; unless it s Lo reprove those unfaith-

ful servants whe have crected lightuing conductors on

the house of God 1tsclf.

The same paper also vives o graphie description of

the vreat fear in an Iedian vitlage darving a Ianar
clipse how, with the blowing of horns, sonnding of

congs, ete. (like the concert before the walls of Jericho),
the inhabitants cadeavour so to frighten the mooun ag

FREETIHOUGHT REVIEW, 3

to prevent her from swallowing the carth, or, having
swiallowed i, to compel her to disgorge it without

3P B B T A Y
adidy, 400 WTIWED Wt

w\..-Ln I o

arsi a4y, ai ey
always scem to succeed, so the Hindoos go back to
their homes perfectly satisfied that they have rendered

1 srg e atan wsia
Cil Maruddy vl

distingulstied sarvice to (e whole hunnon tece, Just

sol- enlightened Methodists, but poor heathen Hindoos!
Now the poor IHindoos have some foundation for their
simple faith, for a lunar cclipse always does pass away;
but how abount these Christian prayers, for rain, for
unless the wind is from
or for the conversion of Freethinkers,
which are alse of no avail,
to

hiysteria,

mstance, that are of no avail,
the right quarter;
unless Frecthinkers first
agree subordinate ther to

reison religious

A truly faithful Christian, not understanding the
spirit of the nineteenth century, has requested Bishop
Moorhouse, of Melbourne, to pray to the Almighty
God to strike with sterility the rabbits of Victoria, and
so abate the rabbit nuisance, A few years ago this
would have been leoked upon as a most natural re-
nuest, but now, owing to the spread of Freethought, it
s vidiculed from one end of the coleny to the other.
We fail to see why, for surely the God who removed
thwe stertlity Abraham’s Sarah could, and should,
nupose steriity on the rabbits—for no one can deny
that this would be a great blessing to man, whercas
the propagation of the Israclites (if yvou can believe
the Iibie records) was one of the most damnable curses
of ancient times : for,

of

not content with murdering and

rapeing nations, this

the swrounding
of * God’s own people ™ actually presumed to
cruciiy and put to death the creator of this vast and
wicomprehensible universe.

insignificant
handiul

he Ttev, AMr. AWhitehouse {Anglican) gave a lecture
in Wanganui en Frecthought, and we were scarcely
though rather disappointed, to find that it
contaied about as much argument and unproved as-

surprised,
sertions as the usual run of sermons. We were told
that the Church need not fear Freethought, and that to
that arc false.
We take the rev, gentleman at his worid, and say that

shun enguiry shows its foundations
the Church has, and does, shun enquiry, and therefore
Need we mention the
(Galileo, Dacon, Vesalius,

amd Darwin ?-—and further ask, swhat is the

its foundations must be false,
names of Hypatia,
Colenso,

Diruno,

present attitude of the Churell respecting evolution

and geology ?

Of course the French Revolution was dragged in,
for we never yet heard a lecture on Ireethought with-
out this beiny instanced as a case of the excesses com-
nitted by o people when they have thrown over all
buticf 1 a God —totally 1gnoring the historic fact that

these were the natural results of centuries of degrada-

tion and outrage, committed on the people by a
tyrannical government and a corrupt aristocracy.  And

it was allied
Can it be wondered at that when
the inevitable conflict came (a conflict forcseen and
forcicid by the prophet Vollaire), that the degraded

to the shawe of the Christian Church,
with the tyrants!

people could not diseriminate between the Church and

Nol

largely responsible for these excesses, and truly reaped

the tyrant ? And we say that that Church was

wlhiere i had sown' !
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Again, the rev. gentleman brought forward the Old
charge that Treethought destroys without building up,
before it could meet with hig neceptance, i
sonething
Cliristianity.

and, nmusl

faith of
recthonght had

S P
Wiy, 1L WE

ofter the

that

better than

L'.\'cn L;uppoc;ix g

Inspiring

e e
wchowWe W

fav-m
(v
believe that Christianity s founded on superstition,
that it is injurious to the moral and intelledtual im-
provement of the human race—why should we be
called upon to build something in its place?  And we
retort by asking the Church what it gave in place of
the grand old philosephy and sciences of Greece and
Rome 7 The page of history answers that it gave us
the flames of the Alexandrian library, and the heavy
blackness of the dark apes, whea to nvestigate the
mysteries of nature waus to be charged with magie, and
to doubt was to be burned at the stake.

After charging Trecthinkers with picking out pas-
sages from the DBible away from their context and
criticising them, the lecturer gave, as the testimeny of
Thomas 1Paine, that the I3ible was the best of all books
If this is not picking out a passagc away from iis
text, we do not know what it is.  Can anyone in his
scnses (unless he 1s trying to throw dast 1 the eyes of
his Christian andicnee), who has read # Paine's Age of
“ Ieason,” bring him forward as a testimony o e
truth of the Bible ? It only bears out cur contention
that the day will come when the Dolst, Tatne, will be
claimed as orthodox Ly Christian Chareli—-but,
until this ledture, we had no idea that the tine was 2o
near.

2 COl11-

the

Then we Lad the assertion that os science tenchios
that truth aloue can live, that Christianity
lives ?—totally ignoring the older and more numerous

how 1s 1t

faith of Duddhism, Confucionism, cte. Mo 0 e
asgsertion that the Christian winister holds oul o hope
beyoud the grave, tolally ignoring the text aboutl
“ Lroad 1s theway,” vie. And how about election, and

pre-destination, which has driven many
ness and despair ?

& han te nwd-

In the ignoring of hell fve, and fn guictly keeping &
the background, or altempting to cxplain away
curses uttered by Jesus, the leciurer only
advance by Frecthought vven
itself, Dy all mcans let the Chareh ot u! e
barbarous belicl o Bell, bat we will pat Qo Towieal
question—if vo Lell, why o Savioar, for what are we o
be saved o 2 Of wne thing we
that the progress ol Trecthoughe

e
“. . l

showed the
the Churel
Crow

made 1

e Curlin
is derenstrated by
the fact that if this leclure even had Deen delivercd
thirty years ago, the rev.
deprived of Lis Hving,

Aassing Lotes.

'lhr* quo\'. by prpagraplids Laleen frona Uniliolic esehange
“0f the In:‘ thousanl sudents o Bofeinw, saiyvs i
Etadiont, —supposing  the Catholic Universite o be en-
tirely theistic,—weean count 1wo thousin wthoists,” Then
this colleae journal proceeds 4o ;qqn]:uul l]n- s‘Itn-ll:mi '111(1
points how these two thonsand youny
throughow ottty to spreind Ui 11:11\()11
Queh is the infornad work now going onin Belabmn,™  The
Yinferad” werk now going on 11\5 borne fraits, which wlan
compared with the “in fernal” worde wnder e priestly rule
Justify even a college journal < in applanding the situation.”

vary

gentleman weould have been

Lhie ;Y ut!]clsm.

REVIEW.

My, George Chainey, who was eonverted from Methodism
to L7 mt.\ul.mlam some yeus aco, and aftorwards from Unt-

twrinnism to ¥ luversollist,”  announsees that he iy »
S}iil‘iti‘m“-‘at 115w,
Alr, Gludstone has assured the ministers of the Free

Cliureh of Seotland that if o disthiet njovity of the Seoteh
metbers returned to the onse of Comnuons o the nest
election were pledged o disestablish the Charelr of Seotland,
the gevernment would earey out the populiae will,

Sinee the passing of the Act of IRT0, allowine cloreymen
to relinguish theiv orders in the chuveh, sisty-two of them
have formally abandoned their holy wlling,  Awone them
two ab least—wmnely, Mr. Leslie Stephens, the comineny
writer, nnd the late Myo Jo [ Green, the popalir historian,
hove left the chireh for Agnosticis,

The # Comuittee of Tnfilelity ®appointed by the Salishury
Diocesan Synod state, in their anuad report, that # the so-
alled National Seculur Socicty conthites Lo puhlisle its
objeets and extend its ageneivs,

There are few plices of
any eonsiderable size in which

it hus not one o more
braneles, or agents, fov the distribution of its publivations”

At the Auckland Synod, A AL Brown inwoving that
the churehes be free awd open, argued thal # the reason
churches were not hetter supporied was heeause of e pew
rent.”  Donbtful! 1§ the necliation forchieds i
existed, the pew vents woulid not long stand Dn the way
the nelination is not theve,

At the Svduey conterenee of  Frocthinkers, upon
wotion of M. Burnes, seeowled by M0 Wingpear,
decided to enelose va congratulitory Tetter to Ay,
Brdlaugh the following 1

the

it was
Cleles
“That this conferenee

sulntion: -

of Astralasian Precthinkers desives mosl eamestly 1o
congradulate Mo Chades Beadiangh, MOPL wpon lis

allant, Temz-coniinued,
sl religions Tiherty
WAL s3anpa

arnd wiell sis{afned t’whl for pelitical
amd hess adso twoassive him of s
thy 1 s grent and severe str L.;glv. and 1ty
deteriuination to atford N ‘111 the support it power u
Lis stvennons etforss to siap e ;_;‘II_].:L; CISE

v ritish P I

s mansieide Tis servant or lis moid with ooved, and

ul ";iéuit"\'

which =il OppateRaes th i

]‘L: dic nnder liis Tead, B shiall be severely paoashed, -
- - I .

rithstaaling, i he continue . cday ot two, hie suadl wnt be

pn‘ Whed s goe he s his eyl xxx., d0ahl

= Dbl never forget tie tevilston ol Geeting winh whicha
very tellicent nutive,

with whose lelp 1 owas vanslating
these Tust words In

tu the Zuln tengue, fiest heawed then as
words gadd o e uttered by the same gront el gracious Being
wlhom bowas teazhing Lt te trust inccunl adore, s whole
soul revolted woainst e notion that the Gorenl nd DBlessaed
Cody the Morettad Pailior of b mankind, would speak ot o
servintt v il s foere ieney i allow o Dorrihle evie
1o o unpunished Leeuse the vieting of

e bl Gl
Teuwl surevived o fow hours |7

e Clonesso,

1w letier to e Commndtiee of Southe Plaee Belicions so-
cluty, Moneure JL Conway writes s S 3y wile ol |
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A Tihel ense was vecenddy triod in 3elbourne hetween bwo
Presbytevian Ministers. The defondant was the editor of
the ¢ Presbyterian, and the statements pubdished by him re-
; gothe plimtdl were eadlnd “ false and slanderous
publications”  Thimages were Inid at £99, bat the jury
awavded one furthing only,

TSI
PARER AR BR N

“Jaeab Tevey,” the Amerviean corvespondent of the © Otago
Daily Times,” peerntiy gave the following pauagraph on the
apening of i new bank t - % A new Lank way epened with
prayer the other dav o Jersey city, heemse profit was nol
the objeet of 15 fornders. Dopositors will soon e eadled
upmie o exevcise faithe 1y promoters belonged to the Iate-
IvTankeapt Jorscy City Bk, whose swindling manager
piously thanked God he Tad seevred the Churelt against Toss,
and who ds thaefore esteeed o godly  and severely
ehastened nan”

The Ottawi* Free 1Mress” eontains the fiest lnthuation we
Lave had of the fuet thie M. Clis, Watts intends vesiding
periinently in Awmerien, Referving to this it says - - By
an eaely steawmer, Clarles Watts, formerly an assoclute of
Cliwles Bradingl, aving dispesed of wll futerest in bis
Fnglishpublications, sivives in Cinada Lo veside pertnancutly
nt Toronto, where o weekly organ is to be staried and a
magnificent lectwre hall erected. A gunmnlee fund has
beew sitbseviveld to keep My Watls steadily emplayed
Tectnringe thronghout Canada,”  We bl notieed thad e
Seeular Review i3 edited now by 5 Salading,” whereas it was
formerly under the editorial eire of Charlos Watts and

o »‘"’:l]altlill.”

53

Mux, Desant's opinions on the giving of © Home Lessons”
to chitldren e worth quoting in this colunn. The school
hours ave, inher apinion, too long alveady, and they should
nol be inereased by book work at home, Al new watter
shonld be tnght to childien, for the mont useful pact of a
teachier’s worle s teaching the young dow to learn, not
hearing what it has leoned, 1o is the fresh matter i the
lessons which the ehiid finds 1t diffienlt 10 get Lold of, wud
the teacker sboudd cndeavour w lighten tlos labour, and
thereby save the waste of tme and the nepvous strain of
anxiely ow the part of the ¢hild in teving to learn al
wnderabond As the brainis Tess it for work af nieht than
I the weevuineg, ne dussons slonld be done then, bat the
evening siould e speat i play and light house woul,

Thie * National Reforwer” reeently gave further partioulirs
velating to tie story of the mfidel who was steack dead
while deliverive o blasphemous prayer. D, Brookes, editor
of Troth)” Tweard 16 fiom the Liev, Mro Shvmaker, whao
Savitle great solemnity asswred b it was trie”” 'This vev.
gentlenion femished o stdement when ealled upon for
praviienlars, which wlesed that te story was {eae, hat = the
orearrence did not ke place under bis obseevation, --an
“eldee” was hisathovity, This elder proved to be o D
Angling whow 1% is not now prefended wis present, but who
had *ftadked with persons who were present”  The Llev
Nlavmaker Tas discovered, ton, that amongst other in-
Aeenrneics, e wis wrong in stading that the dent took
plice ot Gadzsville, bul it was s Joneshurd’, Alibama, and
e preceids that e was I [84020 The - Beformer? is now
prossing enaquires al Jonesbore’ where the young man's
Fathor os sadl o be wtill Tiving,

The relidions

e lnereinse Vreethoiglit
sistorl o by Clindstian

merease of crine
5

i hebween the

il
s persistently  in-
ad preache that
the veport of the Faglish
For the venrs 18834 will
TU sy thad the “ deerease i the prison
population in recent years & overy renarkable, ouaceount of
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down to its peesent number, 1710407 This wmay be fulrly
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L,

The Correspondence between Mr. I, Pharazyn and the late
My JoSOBMAlL which appeaved first in the FreErmoveHT
Review, hos been copied full mto the
former.’

in ‘ Natioual Re-
Reference s made to My Pratt, Christelurel, in the
fNational Refarmer ' ag follown © 14 will Lo romwinhered
that wnongst those clected Viee-Tresidents of the National
Secular Society at the Plymouth Conference wis Mr. Win,
Pratt of New Zealand. My Pratt, who is now in Eurepe,
nnd with whom we had the pleasure of dining at Mus,
Besant's, whilst modestly diselaiming all title te the honour,
warinly thanks the Englsl: Freethinkers for their vote,

A few Issues back it was stated that sowe Conterbury folks
had went Mr. Bradlaugh a frozen sheep and in the ¢ National
Reformer” of the 21st September we find the following al-
lusion ta ib:—“Welave to thank some wnknown friends in
New Zealand for the present of a frozen sheep, which has
aevived in first-cluss condition and is highly praised by the
butcher who has carved it into manageable joluts

The ‘New Zealand Craftsman and Blasonic Review’
recenlly exprossed itself clearly on the question as to
whether @ Romun Catholic can consistently become a
Mason, and it says:— We have never yet heen able to see
Low w wood and consistent Cnatholic can become a2 Mason,
The old proverb abont serving two wmasters applies here
cxcellently, wnd we are stzongly of opinion that any man
wishing to act honestly raust first and for ever break with
the Lowan Churel before e can become a Mason, and no
man has any right to seck admission to ounr institution before
acquadnting Lwsclf with what is reguived of Liwm, in order
that he may discharge his duty towards it faithfully and
well!

The Rev. Dv. Clifford, in addressing the annual meeting
of the Christian Evidence Society, said—*“Seepticism would
not die.  [L was codneident with the advance of healthy
hununity, as growing pains were the signs of passage from
vouth te anhoad, | . It is insgparable from
advancement, from the slaying of errors which accumulate
ahout che Christln Chureh.” After stating that Christianity
wis still as vigorous asever, he went on to say that they had
subdued  * Strausslanisiy,” and were no longer afraid of
evolution “for they had learned that evolution was not
ereation.”  Beculurists, he said, © wrote and talked as though
everyihing depended upon the ability of Christians to show
that the opening chapters of Genesis were an anticipation
line by line of Lyell's text-baok of geology. They fovgot
that the wmost potent evidence for Christinuity was mnanhood,
self-ssubduing, heroie, missionary, world-saving manlicod.”
The ¥ most petent ” evidences of Clirtstlanity seem to change
with the Christisns who are expounding the system.  Most
preachers hold that carnestness and martyrdom do not prove
the truth of any belief.

A letter from the Rev. Thomas Camphell, of Razorback,
near Auckland, to o disputant with whom e lad Geen
correspaniding, contains the following passage as an explana-
tion of the atoncment —“Suppose o firm in Avckland Lad
@ debtor who could net meet his liability, and the fina way
to cast biminto prison,  Dut a kind friend of his interposed,
a frieid in whom the firm had the utmost confidence.  Ho
promused to pay the debt, and on the strength of that pro-
wise, the debtor veceived a elear discharge, even though the
dobt was ot actually paid il a certain time, as agreed
upon by the firm and the security,  Indeed the friend was
one of the fiom”  This is given because his corvespondent
desired an explanation vespeeting ©“Christ’s bearing the sins
of Isainh, ns well as the sius of those further back, even to
Adwn” Well) if this Hlusbration means anything, it weans
this-- that, as the debtor would 1ot requive to have any
fuith in the man who volunteered to bail lim out, so long
as he got {ree, so the sinners of all times, even as fa back
as Adang needno faith in the “kind friend in whom the firm
(up above) had the utmost contidence,” aud who has made
niatters all secure. The illustration scems to show that the
“firn” who had the right to put the debtor inta |rison,
showed “faith” in aceepting the offices of a mediator, but
it does not appear that the debtor needed any to veceive
Lis “elenr discharge”  If this is the doctrine of Thomas
Camplell, there is a chance for Freethinkers, as faith doos
not seem to come inbo the scheme at all s regards the
debtors.
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We have received the ‘Harbinger of Light, eriticising
cur remarks on Bpiritualism. A reply will appear i our
next.

A new edition of Dr. Buchner's ¢ Foree and Matter ™ has
been issned, This work has pazsed through sixteen editions
in German, six in Freneh, four in English, three in Italian,
and two in Hungerian, It has been translated altogethier
into thirteen modern languages.

A religious paper states that there is no monument to Calvin
in any part of the world ; but that the American Presby-
terians propose to erect onc at Washington,  If this is done
we would suggest to the Anerican Freethinkors that they
should also erect & monument in Washington to the martyr
Scrvetus.

A writer in the Aberdeen ¢ Evening Express’ recently
stated that Paine was not the author of the ¢ Rights of man,”
but that it was written by a persecuted Puritan in 1665,
Paine, he says, secured a copy of the work and altered it
slightly before publishing it as his own. We shall hear
next probubly that DBurke's Refiections, to which it was a
reply, were written betore Durke came into existence,

Chas. Tiright, lecturing in Sydney, alluded to the vitality
exliibited by the oldest branch of the Cliwrel, that of ome,
as compared with the Chiuveh of England.  The former, he
sald, was a clan, whose chiefs reeeived the revercnce amd
love which clansmen accorded their leaders, while the lntter
was a club whose god s social respectability.  Ileanticipates
that In time those opposed to freedom will have to range
themselves under the banner of the former church, which
still claims infallibility.

A hanqguet was given to Mre. € Watts by some of his
Secularistic friends before hie left on his American lecturing
tour. The veteran worker, Mr. (. J. Holyoake, occupiud
the chair, and in the course of his rvemarks dwelt on the
relationship which existed between himself and their guest,
and which lhad been eaused by the stand taken by 3
Watts a fow years ago, My Watts, in his reply, said that
Le hind been trained in the school of Secularism withh which
Mz, Holvoake's name had been identificd, and he hadalways
been an exponent of constructive Seculuvism,

The Christian young men who make it a polnt to visit the
Exeter Hall restaurant, have been paying morve attention
than was seemly (in the eyes of the authorities) to the young
women who did the waiting, aud in consequence the whoele
of them (the females) have been set adrift, and wale waiters
engaged in their place.  The ¢ Weekly Dispaiel’ thinks it
would have beeu more just had the offenders—the ““weak
Leaded modern Josephs and SBaupsons "— been punished
instead. But then Christianity has always held women in
a peculiar sort of estimation, and the action of the Kxecter
Hall authorities is on a par with the past history of their
religion,

The proprictors of « Lucifer—The Light-Bearer,” writefrom
Valley Falls, Kas. usfollows :—* Fditor Freetheught Review,
We are very glad to receive the Review in excliinge, and
hope that we shall continue to be the recipients of your
courtesy so long as the Rrview and ‘Lucifer’ ave published.
As we vead of the progress of Frecthought on the other
side of the world we are greatly encomwaged to persevere in
our lubowr here, to stmgele on i the cause of Tniversal
Tiberty.  Wishing vou abundunce of success,—We are,
respectfully and cordially your co-workers, Flawias axn
WaLkor,”

A corvespondent al Hangiviri, Auckland, sends us o letter
reeeived by him from & Thomas Cawphbell, with whom he
Lhas been discussing religions matters by letter.  Frem
this letter we take the following oxtract, which evidently
has reference to o former one from our  covrespon-
dent.  Mr. Campbell says = —* Your reference to Tom Paine
daes not do you any good. Do you for a moment suppose
that any sane nan would aeeepl your unsupported assertion
in preferenee to the evidonee of the doctor wlhio atlended his
death-bed T Also, of & man’s open (sic) onth hetore 1 eowrt,
and of another man who knew him personally 7 Andaf T dul
not give you the nuese’s evidencee who alieded Ll in Lis
Tast illness it was because Tawas under the iinpression thae |
eave cnongl withoul it She said, so hovreible was the seene
that she would never attend an inlidels desth bed again, Do
you know better than they 1 Did you know hitn preosonally
1f not, who told you these are wrong ! Give your authority,

I said all along mere assertions are worthless.” Tt
would lave been better if Mr, T. Campbell had not gone
i so strongly limself for *“ unsupported assertions.” If le
_ why did not he give the
names of the doctor, the open oatly individual, the ¢ man who
Lknew him personally,” and the nurse? These
to the death of Dalng, have beon oo often mnde
it is almost inexcusable to combat them again seviously, The
whole of these stories were examined by AMr. Colbett, and
he published a pamphlet on the subjeet, in which he shows
that the nurse, after being cornered and geverely cross-ques-
tioned on the matter, denied that there was any truth in the
rumours, that the doctor distinetly denied that Painc everre-
cauted or expressed any desive to do so n Lis presence, ov that
he died arevolting death, The “open oath man,” and the * man
who knew him,” could hardly knoew move on the matter than
“ the doctor who attendesd his deathbed, " and the “ nurse who
attended liim in his last illness.”  Now let us suppose for a
monient that Paine did recant, how doesitbenefit (Christianity
or Theism,  Paine was nearly all s life a Deist, he believed
in one “God and no more,” and hoped for * happiness in
a future world,” so that cven taking the orthodox stand-
poiut, death for him shonld have ind no terrors. As we have
quoted our authority, we should like to Tiear Mr. T. Cawip-
Lell's,

zo glibly sssort what he has,

asscertions ns

nnd mat that

Progress,

CANTERBULRY FREETITOUGHT ASSOCLATION

i

The Seerctary of this Association, in his monthly report,
writes (—

Siv,—DBesides the nasie by the Cholr and Band, with lessons from
the History of the Farly Iathers, and from the Apocryphal New
Testament, thereading of corresponddence, ete,, onr Sunday evenings
have been taken up as follows :  Oct. 10, Nichard Cobden and
his Times,” by C.J, Raes Oct. 26, ¢ Fxodus,” (with pictorial
illustrations) by 0. Williams 3 Nov. 2, ¢ dMan,” by . Lezard;
Nov. 8, ““Rketehes of the lives of three eminent Men (Socrates,
Jesus, awd Luther),” by B AL Clissold ; Nov, 16, ** The Dying
Creed,"—Uol. Ingersoll, by FooO0 Hall,

I woull suggest that you give us an ¢pitome of the new Aflirma-
tion|Bill, av it ought, I think, to be generally known by Freethinkers.
Siv freorge Grey sald three yewrs agn that whilst he lived he
would never rest till such an Aet was passod.

T wish Freethinkers coming to Christehurell and attending our
Hall wonld iawd up their carls, that a fow words of welcome might
be made 5 at present we ouly hear of thelr presence perhaps the
following day.

ALl the wise men in New Zealund ave of the Nouth, There was
the Hev. Gillies, and now another kas turned np —the Rev. Dodds.

RBunday, the Gth st was Charity Sniday in the Canterbury
Churches, and the Freethonght Assoctation had the impudence to
have a collection in their Hall.- -Yours, &c.,

) 1. C. Hann, Yecretary.
Christehurcl, Nov, 17, 1854,

WELLINOTON SECULAR SOOTETY,
The report ot the above Noclety for
reads as under :—

Rin, -Refoerring back te my List conmuunication, 1 mentioned
that a lecture wonld he given by © Tvo ™" (M. Josepl Fvison), on
smuday the 10th Oct, Subject :—“Who are the Infidels 72 this
diseourse e gave and delivered ina wrand manner ; in facs, < Iyo
iy Levotnivg aovery Impressive and cloyguent speaker, e gave us a
lecture on the followiug Sunday re ** Chinese Gordon and the
Talping Iehellion,” pointing out in a4 masterley manner the horrors
and eneelty of that war, snd the disgusting way in which it wis
cawrrieid on by the English.  Meo Fvison was able to give much
information having served during the Rebellion, ’

On the 2l inst. M. Donovan from Wanganui, kiudly gave us a
fecture on ** Why dovs not Gaod kill the Devil” Hc‘_lmpt the
audience amused the whole evening with his remarks ou the absurd
passages in the Ol Testament.

Sunday the 9th November, the platform was again ocenpiad by
Mr, Evison, who recited sonie very chioles readings from our P'octs
and Hhunoarists,

Past Sandey, the Hoth, we had the pleasurve of listenine to an
able and very woreeable young lectuver, Me, Laane Selby, who tonk
for his subiect, " The World that 14, amd the World that is to
conw,” he s atlnent speaker, and is very quick at reparte, wlicn
in ddebate, Fpreswme he will e giving yonr ity wovisil shortly,

Vur haud of workers are pusling on the movenwent. W e Lave
altered the vame of one Association fato the Welliuston Seenlag
mociety. We willy i poxsible, Tave oot first warine esceursion in
about o mwondl henees Hapiog the ciokse is progressing e W
wanui, -1 an, &, )

the last uionth

) WPy e, Nee.
Lyvewn, Tory Sty Nov, 18, [880.
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INGLEWOOD FREETHOUGIIT ASSOCTIATION.

LIgITons O
Inglewood,

The Hecvetarvy, M. Thowas Dhvalee, Lius fivgred us with the
following particulars @ —

St Dduly reeeived your letter containineg information as 1o the
formation of Frecthousht Aszociations, anl laid same hefore our
Conmuittee whivh desives me to thank yoo for your kind attention
tu the atter.

Protadly you would Lke some snall account of our provealings
up to pt'!‘ﬁ('lvl'L date, as L know the interest you t.‘l's;_c in all l‘u:‘.‘ll
Assochions whicl have for thelr oljet the emaneipation of the
il fromw supersttion., )

About =15 or eicht weeks azo o few Diends avd myself, heinz
awire that there were uany both avowel awd unavowel Froc
thinkers in the neizhbourhund, theugid it destmble £ orcanize an
Assoviation, knowing that unity s stretoiloand that o dis s
howly of Irecthinkers possesses no more strencih than o ds-ovean-
Isel ity would, dishanded and spread alrowl wmongst Lhe people
willious a leader or place of rendezvous. We therefore enteral into
negotintions for the purchase of the emply Primitive Motlodist
Chiapel and sestion, i Tuglowoond Town, It these negotiations rell
through and the Wesleyans rashied 40 the front and bought the
buibiing, evidently to keep Freothonghit from having a promninent
position arad Doding, hut alis ! no xooner hod the © deatly beloveds ™
completed their purchase, than Freesthought humiers and paint
brishes were at work converting o fomeroomad  cott: into a
meeting roon wnd vewding voun, whicl it is proposed to open to
members awl the publie forudly on Sanday afternoon, the 30th
sl at 2230 pom, sharp, wi short whilresaes explamtory of the
s oand redsoars forowlad b been dose will be delivenal by
vilenrew who are on the commitlee, There is uodoa bl that
Lich time that Frecthon: Id nrele sowe effurt 1o assert Los'f
Tev the werlih ke that 30 ds vt ¢
the prerchers o the whale story, the sna
cullet-stvcuehing tnrratives assert thut it i,
puhiicly
[ visitathus of
urcanisied state, not one word cen be eard T ws Inven Thwe
winister rone Lis Doty pulpit siteate ap woonast the ceiling joists

van ko any Atadements b chooses respeoting wey represent s
at one time ax near akin to lunaties, atwl at another as ©wishing to
lead unelean lives,” as Fathor Le Mewant des Chesanis dil lately at
Wanganud, with the Mayor of that tewn sitting percefully in the
chair aned by silenow siving consend to the sl awd not wowiad
can the Prevtkinler say i bis own deience. Some of the pews
Papeba ntu Wowith other malters Lo allow relivious
disenssions in their columms, others are ton bigottud, or are the
avowed orgnns of Supersticion.

T wnr clief town, New Plymouth, may be scen Salvation Barincks
amwl placards ahout sueh cheerful and refresline matters as el
Shaot, Blood, Flell, Hell-tire, aued Damnation, and Lols who wanld
runaway at the coriing of o toy pistel, 2 dght the wood fiche,”
pait on the cimonr of vighteowsness aod the breastplate of sonething
clee, aml wenevally wet into the soue pot-valinnt state that Mo
Winkle did when be was about to nke his renowned attack on the
small boy.

O ey eountry roads the relizious monomanin seems to take
another forny, the rustic populatiog does not go T for uniforne,
cornet blivdng, and parawling but il vesorts o mad-holes and creeks,
wel gots dipped Ly three o fonr centloncn whes imdly stay
ves e e their best porlors, \]u-p i their haest
o Ui vt s sy pickles, cren,
aml boney. odo oot talie ey annveney only One Pound
A bewel forened porsont wlien Hppe Dand any stay live poand notes
o well-to-de couverts can e pezssuinled Lo give the They have
un pavtivalar veligions doctrine except that you nst either  be
Selipped or damue],” el that you should net play music or vead
newspapers,  Thereave aboud fowr of these Fvangelisti wachers or
pranchors, and they saceend hes apparently amongst softlers who
Bve ononnnlely voads and swanipy plices where low fovers ouensionly
nntie theivappeaance, Dheelne the Inte el Uwinter, vehicles loudel
with drippling wel Tinnan beinzs were Lo be secn dakiog them baek
to thvir lealiCed teccihor, aml o sone bave suliored from
severe Ues e s e Pt T ofear [ have treapiesil in far
on enn spaees s Hopig e e days shen Conmon Seese oy
condiler Superstitions, ~1oany &,

wedin, Vile thing sy of
story, anil other snilar

Weare often defanel
non thee pulvit cnd no doabt privately darig the wonee
o these canclomen, 7 aeed dnoone e
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WANCANULD FREFTHOUGHT ASSUCTATION,
The Seeretury’s report fur the past tiouth veuds as ol
Tows: -

SNothins of spedi nnportanet has ceenred fnoconteelion
Witinr Cesociation diving the past nnnth 3 we exeopt the RTINS
civerr to the Bove Alrs Whittehouse's Teciures on Freethong i,
deliverwl in the Prineess Thoatre, on the U3the and 200, THese
leetnres woeree no dowdit giver o ovder, i possible, to stem the thle
of inthlelity that Bas set b in Wangonui.
af view the leetures

Frowe an orthedox ot
Chesaid to be strones Tndeed, some of my

Clhivistinn Teionsde conpedogedd 4y e R R T
President, bowever danl npon i o 4 e dy b b e enddes
man the Sauday follewing ceel Teeting amd stie cenod in e ating
the argumentsielvinee d, apparently withont noedodiniendty, More

telling romaks vould hardly bave been given, -Yours fatthiudly,

Jo BuekieLe, See.

Wanganul Nov. 24, 18584,

WAVERLRY

FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

We linve to thank the Viee President of the Waverley
Frecthouglt Association (Mr. I. F, Mason) for the fol-
lowing items:—

S0 —Thinga have not heen vory lively with s, so fac, tis moudl,
L woudd point sut to membars of our Library that houks should be
relurned with wore vegnlavity,  They are no doubt interesting to
the holdery, but other members are desivous of having their share
of the wood things.

We have roceived copies of the Propagandist ' and “* Young
Recularist,” both new pabliertions, ’

Ly Tast Treeferred to the action of two members of the Labrary
Connnitiee, Some e, evidently determined that my remnarks
siould nnt he overlooked, posted the letter on the dwelling of one
of the pevsons referred to, T the same letter 1 remarked that,—
“we have many friends who have uot declared themselves.”  Some
anonyints seribbler wrote in the margin of a eopy that was in the
reading voomn, *Camongst the fgnorant.”  The writer is 1o <loubt
wise i his own estimation, and alle 1o compreliend what is meant
by the *stern readitios of faith,” of which Mr. \Whitehowso spoke.
LDwould advise this anonymous seribhler to throw off the glamour,
wlhen he will see that his remari is the opposite to the truth.

We have received a letter from Dy, Iughes' agent, enquiring as
bo the prospect of a short season liere.  Mnch as the members of
this Assoclation would like to heav the lecturer—and in fact all
others that are spreading the propaganda—we have net been able to
send o very cucouraging veply. 11, however, e shonld decide on
visiting us, he may depend on a hearty veception, and the eioperation
of the Nociety, individually and colleetively.

T noticed 1o last montls issne a letter from Mr. Crowhurst, in
which Le alludes to a certain sect of fanativs that appear to be
camiyg converts in Stratford,  Por the last two years we have been
favonred with some of the sume genius, They helieve in total
fniersion, and here ave known ag ¢ Dippers.”  Scores of amusing
anuedntes ave velated of them., For instance, one of them, it is pravely
stadesl, on buing inforned that some of Lis slleep were on their backs,
rephied with an upward glanee, that,  the Lovd would care for
them.”  Some of their actions, though, are not so amusing, but
show utter absence of the first principles of humanity. A man
wis buvisl heve s short tine since.  Uusucvesful attempts had
Leen made to eonvert him,  In consequence, the alict went forth,
that none of the saved ones were to attend the funeral. One of
thetr number duved to show this lust mark of respect, and received
his congr. They helieve that no one It themselves will cnjoy
cternl M‘" 3 the remaining insignilicant portion »of the human r;ice,
st writhe eternally in the lake of Hre— Yours, &,

HOF Masox,
Vice-President.

Wavaley, Nov, 24, 1884,

WOODVILLE FREETHOUCHT ARSOCTATION,

The Seeretary of the Woodville Association forwards the
fallowing partienlars - —

Sty oL have much pleasure in staling that the above Association,
aftur having had to contend with nany adverse civcumstances,
have reerganized, and present prospects seem to forebode a more
prosperaus career, numericaliy  and financially, Very little has
'd'_n'mg the past three months, the only things of interest
Lot a debate between Oswald Hugo, Fhysiognomist, and Mr.
I ale, witist; M Dinsdale atfirming the reality of spirit
Hfe and their intercourse with mortals, My, [Tugo taking the neg-
ative sude. A debate has alse been held between Mir. Rendle,
:\‘I(!'.h(]dl.:it, and our courageous President, 1. A Haggen, Esq.
’I‘h_u; subject was, * Does the Mosaic Record of Creation and Modern
5( dgree ' AMr. Reondle affirmative, Mr, Haggen negative.
This debate, 5o far ns the Christian side was comcerned, was a
50l lﬁxtmuls from, and papers by, various authors, Thomas
Cunper being one, Things went fanly well with the -Christian
cvacate’ until Le, having exhausted his extracts, took a line of
Uis own Tshould say lines, as he made some of the most rash
aud fobish statenuents with reference to the autiqquity of man ever
nade, U s sssertions were i some instanees direct contra-
dictons of his extracts, Yet one of his friecnds (whom we have
reasan 1o believe s an exparson), writes to a Methadist paper
represeniing the Christian side as having scored a great victory.
Panyself, alter the debate, challenged Mr. Rendle before witnesses
ta debate on the antiquity of Mau, but he was not game, Inregard
Lo the venrganization of onr society, we bave somewhat altered our
rulos and offered facifities for the Spiritualistic Freethinkers to
Jumaeith us, which they are now doing, AMr. Dinsdale the recog-
mzal Losder of the Spiritaalistic ciement, having been elected
Ureastrer amd Viee-Tresident,  We who love to read the smallest
itent of nformation

I

: - of a propressive nature, and to  distri-
bute o others, miss very much the once periodical supply
of Tierature from variouns frig

- Itura ‘ viends, amongst whom our esteemed
frivid » Blue Pencil " has been the largest contributer,  We hope
cver to b remembered by suell friends, as notwithstanding what
moy VIS s an organization, there are two or thru? of us

sho will never turn back, but

It i hned o the Pl
distribute Leratere when onr friends who can aftord it send it us,

Teeranrnim.

1

n

Yours Fraternally,
Grv, Hutenys,

S)'\« t Y. T A,
Woodville, Nov 23, 188y, coretary W.E.A
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AUCKLA\U] R ATIONALISTIC ASSOCIATION.

Me, W, O Dennes, Ton, Sec. to the ubove Assorintion,
forwards the following intevesting report for the past
month :(—

Sir,—Very little of interest has ocontrred since my last month's
report. Our association speedily increases mm nambers, notwith-
standing the fact that a Spiritualistic Associatiun has baen formed
and commenced holding meetings,  For some weeks past we have
depended upon local talent 1o supply us with readings or lectures
on Sunday evenings, which have been [airly snccessful. Nuxt
Sunday we are promiscd a lecture by Aliss Louise Crawlord,
of the Crawford Dramatic company, on “Church and Stage,
which we will trust draw a good audience. The well and
favourably known Freethought lecturer, Dr, Hughes, of Nydney,
passed through our city on his way to Wellington, where he
lectures for a Sunday or two previous to his lecturing here, 11
which place he intends staying sometime, as he has engaged the
Opera House for six months from the 7th of December.  As it will
be positively necessary for him to make a charge at the doors, the
question of Sunday charging is likely to be tested at an carlier date
than we have been expecting—which is most desivable. The fact
that the Doctor has engaged the Opera House independent of our
Association may possibly temporarily injure us pecuniarily, but if
he is what we have been led to cxpect—an elegant, educated and
thorough Frecthought lecturer—the cause itsclf may be per-
manently benefitted, and that is of far more importance than the
temporary numerical or peenniary advancements of a body that
might after all drift into a scct.  Promising a detailed account of
the progress of events afler having heard onc or two of his lectures,
—Iam, &c,

W, G, Devxgs,

NOESEWO0OOD FREE! ‘HOUGI[l‘

I1en. Sec.

\ﬁﬁOC[leON.

We were not aware of the existence of this society and
are much obliged to Mr. Ljungvvist, for the following note,
We trust that in future he will forward o montlly report
to take its plaes in our “ Progress” column,

Str,—It may perhaps interest you to know that cven in tiis out-
of-the-way place Freethonght is making progress,  An Assoviation
called the “* Norsewood Fresthought Association” lias Deen in
existence here for the last three wmontls,  When we opene L, every
Christian in the place was of course shecked, and sundry Dlessings
were invoked on our heads, besides owr being consigned to 2 plade
supposed to be hotter than Africa, On ‘"~umh}\ warnings were
hurled from the pulpit telling the vongregation to beware of that

monster,  Freethought,” who had malde his appearauce amongst
them. Wherever two or three Christinns gathered, the conversation

was sure to emd with ** those Freethinkers!”  As most of the settlers
are orthedox Luthierans, and prejudice runs pretty high, vur progress
has necessarily been slow,  Ourmeetings, hell every other Sunday,
have not heen as well attended by the Christinns as we could wish,
Tt our members have been very regular in their attendanee, Some
very interesting addresses and veadings Lave been given, mostly by
our President, Mr. L. Aug, JMathison,

We have arranged to lend books anel pamphlets o non-imembers,
so as to reach those who objuect to heing termed * hieathens,” the
name that is applied to us,  Yours &o,,

Uo R Lovxevvisr, Seerctary,
Norsew ood

N Y, 1,, 1581

ansya 1hum

STIRITUALY S\I

TO THE EDITOR OF THE 'FRELTHOUGIT REVIEW.'
# Upon my day of life the nizht is f1H| BN

AH S thie winds from ug-sanne! spa
I henr far vnices out of darkness eall n 4
Ay Lot to pasles ‘.:nk:m\\u“'—‘{3‘[.. :
81r,-—The question is often asked-—Of wh
when we have in modern Chli-,ii’l'lily all that is '.‘.\T(.‘\iud oran's
spiritual welfare aad rule of life? T'or those who do not care o
investigate spiritual plienomena, the question is a natural one, and
similar questions might be asked by thosec who value syste of
morality only that are based upon truath, and about the utitity of
which there can be little doubt, If it Ge necessary, however, to
helieve something in order to lead o good moral Life, of the two,
Spiritualism is the least objectionable. It wiil, no doubt, Le ad-
mitted by you * stupid Lreethonght people ¥ that there are men of
gond moral character in the chiurches, just as it Gas been acknuew-
ledyed that there are Freethinkers even in this colony that tower
in moral grandeur head and shoulders above them, T have just
read an article upon Spiritnalism in the *New Zeadnnd Mail,” by
» Asmodeus,” which I shouid Iike to deal with in det] did Ume

permit. Tcan only say that bis argunents were far from beinyg
convinging, and the hy pothc:,m of thc sun-flower turning " were no
sun visible” dil not strergthen them. ILike others \\1 o e
wrilten on the subject, he dovs not secm 1o get far from where he
started], hut does w goad Jde .J of going rim ‘,.AT. andd reun
ale lllm", I]H\\lf\l'J of s hie u W cannot &
o the fiont and parading the names of Spiv s coineat i the
literary and scientific world,  Spivitualists are never tired of this,
It no more proves, not s it any evidence of, the truth of Spiritundis

awnn

at wse is Spivilundisn

RIS

8
than if 1 were to point to the barbavous races that were Spiritnadists
lo disprove it. Spiritnalistr can he traced frow the alliterate
savage of the past to the cultured and edncnted man of the present

—from the dying Zuln, who whispered in his friend’s car, " T go to
the spirit of my fathers, and we will ily beside ¢ you on the winus of

the wind, and drive the game into vour pllh " to the venerable
puct ol Irance, Vietor liugo, who sald, o0 feel inomyself the
future life; I am rising, | know, to\\(uds the sky; winter is on

my head, and eternal spring s in my heart; T hear aronnd me the
unmortal symphonies of the worlds that invite me”  These warnds
are evpwessive of 4 deen sense of immortality, and are just what
might be expected from a man of Vietor Flugw's temperament.
They are clojquent, but they give us no Infurc‘wllz':.‘ [Lis only
evidence is his own feelings, ©The thirst fur the infinie proves
infiity.” And we have also n man, whose memory will be held in
everlasting remembrance, telling an awdionce of Ireethinkers that
for his part he knew that man lived herealter; but for ali that, the
question has been asked, and it has not been answered to my sutd
fLLllorF Is Spiritualism a system of faith, or a svstem of facty 27—
Tours, &,

], G

Masterton, Oct, 2

TO CORRESPONDENTS,

We very much regret ML“ owing to extrome pressure on our
S, Wo are mm]u.l led to hld over several commmunications which
were ntendud forinsertion in tiisdasue, They will appearinonr nest,

Freetlought Heview,

ﬂihr

WANGANUL N7 DECEMBER 1, sy
HHARLES SYSTEXM OF FPROPORTIONAL

I\LPI\};bIL;\IT;\TIOI\' .
11,
connt for

" Everybods shall one,

andt nobady fir
one —BuxTia

The fundamental novelty of Ao Flare's scheme,
which has hean Ltly called one of persosne/ represen-
tation, as distingmished from the nomival represenintion
of =trects and s the fnet that an clecior is not
restricted in his choice of a candidate to the two or
three persons who may be put up for his particular
distridt, Tle may, if be prefors 1o do 0, vote for o
candidate who stands in any other diserict, The offedt
of this is it those persons, scatterad over tihie country,
who approve ef the policy or chavivwrs of any wivén
man, may, by s ol thelr votes, suececd e voturndg
b, Constituencies woiid thus Lo bowsd wogether by
@oronliue community of opinien aod meresis, The
systent may be Tully um‘.(:l'stoocl by considering it in
the followi wiye Lol it be imaguoied tiat all the
candidates and all the \otc ra in the country are, for the
purposcs of L.‘zc cledtions, assembicd in one mivense
ball. The number of representatives to be appeintad
1
3

move than

_lLl(l‘\

.

waving been settled upor, 1 is desived to group the
oters so that each person cle@ied shall represent an
edial number of constituents, and it the voters =l
Be cnabled o fafl nto =ots having shaffar interesis anl
atns, The dedtors are to be divided into as many
groups as there are to be representatives; and each
reprosentative is to be the representative of an cqual
munber of eleétors. Suppose, now, that the clediors
are asked to record their sulfraces by '1011‘])1"“ then.
sclves one by oue vound the candidaies of whon they
mest approve ;s i (H.Ahu.nga of con heing o
pliced as to 1'u1|(lu‘ L= s convenict as possibic an ol
it betne undorstood Lo caei elediorns vole ¢nt tell in
favorr of vnly one candidate. The most olivious thine
which would Erst he noticed \\0111(! l:(,- that sonic
candidates would Lo surrownded by avery Inrge number
of volers, soe by harcly enough (o (_lut tlhem, nnd the
remainder by only o fow. The very eminent and
popular wen, m fdt, would have most of (e voling
power precipitided on thay and m conscequence of
this waste we should {ail to have the full vumber of
represcutatives cledted. Semce further device is there-
forcnceessary, 1§ then, as the voling went o, officials
were so disposed that they could see how the knots

[T

woere forming, it would be possille for them o wive
such nfontation 1o the cleclors as wonld obyvinte 1l
nsl ol voles bheine thrown away. For esmiiple s of,
alter any candidate bl vecetved sutliciont voles o

cleet oo, ot o adopt the uowenclatare of My, oo
—=f, alter e had comploeted s geode, s group werc
to be retnforced by some cledior desirous ol voung for

himy this decter would Lo told that his ebject had
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already been attrined, his favourite having heen eledted
without his aid, Ilere comes in the all-important
provisien, e efector s free fo wo awd vole for any other
cendidale cofromr Do ciondd ke o see dlected. Hhis vote, ance
thrown away, is nol thrown away beyond recail. Onee
more, if the second candidate upon whom he happens
toy 1":_\ Jh(')‘.‘.ll in hlo snnnmnr gt 1rnr1||1|m hic aeeietaneo,
he has only, in descending order of preference, to vote
for a third or hnnt h or fifth, and so on until 1115 vote iy
wianted,  Te miy thus feel assured that, unless he is
onc of a hopelessly small minority, his vole may tell in
favour of a desirable man, In like manner, could it be
made clear to our hiypothetical eledlor that, even
witll his assistance, a given candidate coull not
possibly be relnrned, 1t is evident that he would prob-
abiy prefer to support someone wheo, coming next in
his favour, at the same Ume possessed a chance of
beimnyg suecessful,

The result ol all this would be that every body of
men whe, having similar views, could form a quota,
would obtain o representative of theiv own, Of course
it 15 veedless to sayv that no clector wonld have to give
a sceond vole unless he chiose ;. at the same tine shuul l
he abstain from donvs so it 15 evident that he must be
mdierent abhont the issue,

The toregoing filustration, aithouch its details ave of
Course IMmaginary. gives an exadl idea of the privepic
of the new The lel, of conrse, breaks
down it cortam pomts, notably o its failure to sccure
scereey s bat what we are anxious to bring ont iz the
cssential principle of A, Hare's scheme. I the illos-
‘LI';lLi('JJ] i question 1s cioelully followed out, a real idea
of the system will be grasped. Of course, in tiuc
1:11:1;4111.’11’)' pi sketelicd ont, the arrangements assumed
for the ordering and connting of the voters are unrea-
lizable, as many of the conditions of an illustration
often are. Tt s necessurily hepossible for the clediors
to meel o one place wid to group themselves in the
corpareal sense which we have Ngured o oursclves,
it whal cannot be doue in this manner can be effedted
Ly the working of the wtellivence directed mechanism
mvented by )Il. Tiare, We hiave now to sce what this
mechanism s, which 15 to liwve the same cffedt as if
clections could be condudted on e procitive prineiple
wo live heen for tie mement following,

A printed list of olf the candidates (extracted from a
gizetie pieviousty published), with particulars of their
places of residence and so forth, is placed in the hands
of cuch eledtor in the conntry who cares to apply for if.
The olectors then procead to record their votes in the
wanner aboul to he deserbed. To the first place, there
we polling-booths conventently siteated all over the
couniry just as ot prescut. which are in charec
ordinary returning ofiecrs o and cledtors are 1o present
Liremsclves at the plices of clection nearest to thoir
abodes,  lach clecior, on making his appearance and
having his right (o vote verifivd, is presented with a
ballot-paper which 15 1m0 no way likely 1o puzzle the
least mstrudted mind, At the head of this paper, in a
siugle transparent sentence, is exptioned the way in
which the voler s 1o express his will: and the cxpla-
Nition su given L more complex than the

Sysiel. vl

ot one whit
drecio RERSIAY wed on one ol onr present batlol- papers
MWoewall, for the sake of clemmess of o \p:)ku(m resoive
the ;Lct (:af' \‘olm;' mto 1wo proces The clecior
Fioving the printad schedale to choose from, 15 to write
dvotcar the wanic of the comdidade v sodom d ?uu.'f/ff il to fe
poprcsendad. e necd anless he wishes, do more.
Liut it is plain thatoas in the fnetful case already
dealt withy the clocior l]:\:s prenrs aorisk of wasting his
vote, and so being virtually disfranchised, Yet mani-
fustly, anlike the ‘h'a'tm' moour Jllustration, he camot
possibly leaow iow the voting is going o, e cannot,
therefore, be woware whether hus

A5,

lltu,

Favourile candidate
wiil requite his vote; or, on the other hand, whetiio
he wit stand o chance of eledtion even with that votce.
Muc Thore's plan teerciore allows e Lor 1o A " il
foforelead for cothor coutingoney should

e may wriie wrder the rarne of T sl oo,

the nnes of o H) othar camlidates he pleases, 1 the
order mowhich be desires thom fo stand their ciuoe,
I the st (‘:unll(l;uu s clecied by the assistance of Uis
vole, of course the subscquent, or provisional votes, do

clod
111 st 3t

1
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not count.  But if this first candidate does not require
the vote i question, or requiring it cannot make up his
quola, the next vote of our clector comes into play, or
It this has the some fate as the Nrocess of
sifting goos on until an operative vote is reached. By
this simople machinery the same results are obtained as
in the m arahs 1|||11rr which we i.nnnnu*r] tn take n]nr‘(' m
cut preliminary 1llustrat:on, only in the real election
the clector has to provide beforehand for possible waste
of his vote.  Itis important to understand that, beyond
the simple operation described, the eZefor has nothing
more to do. e merely writes down the names of a
numiber of candidates in the order i which he wishes them
fo sland their chance of appropriting his vete. Tt is even
provided that, instead of writing down names, numbers
may be uscd mstcad these numbers being taken from
the schedule. All (he rest is done by the returning
officers, registrars, and subordinate officials, \mrlmw
under au efficient system of checks and Countcr-chccl\s.
Awple facilities are also provided for enabling the
agents of any of the dc‘{t,atul (fmdldatm to \'(,rify the
wl hole series of ealculations.  © Those who come to the
“ examination of the sy=;tem for the first time,” says
Mr. Iare, = will probably be surprised to learn that, so
“faroas tlluo is anything to be done by the voter, this
“1s the whole extent of the complexity from which so
“many politicians have shrunk.”  The working of the
system may be understood by any person of moderate
capacity who will tale the trouble ; but if any voter is
too mdiflerent to do this he may rest content with
recovding his vote.  The cledtoral engine will grind aut
a result which will give equitable effect to his wishes.
The total numb(:l of votes having been counted at a
central office, the guantity is divided by the nwmnber of
represeutatives to be elected. The result 1s the quota
which a candidate must obtain to secure his return.
Let us apply the principle to the case of New Zealand.
There are g1 seats in the louse of Representatives,
and at present 137,086 eledétors on the rolls,  Assuming
every cledtor to vote, and dividing 137,636 by g1, we

first the

get 13137 which 1s the quota required to elet a
member.  Iovery set of 1513 voters has a right to a
member. Tet us contrast the achion of the system ina

definite ease with the action of the ¢ld ene. At the
late general cledtion for members of the Fouse of
Representatives, the following was the final result (—
Tliere were recorded @
For suceessful candidates, 42,408 votes:
For defeated candidates, 335,204 votes.

The 32,204 voters are therdotc unrepresented.
Under the Hare system the result would have been
approximately -—

52 members returned by 42,408 votes:
30 members returned by 32,264 votes,
LThe majority would thus rule, Lut the minority would
be qustly 1@1)1@&(‘1]1;(1 in prepertion to its strength.

As 16 the nuwmber of names of candidates cach voter
may put down, Mr. Hare proposes no restriction at
present s although he points out that provision can be
made for cffecling this should experience render the
step desirable,

Fair rules are provided for deciding the order in
which the candidate’s names shall be prmtul It 1s
suflicient to say here that the order is not alphabetical.

[t is necessary to have some plan for deciding which
particular votes shall be given to a seated Caﬂdldd.t(,.
and which carried on to cled ctherse This 15 not a
point which affects the eleclors ; as, under any rule,
they are sure of getting repre csentatives to thewr mind.
It adnutted that, undu ceriain circumstances, it
might make a difference to a camdidate ; but, as Mr.
Huare poiuts out, cledtions are not conducted for the
benelit of candidates, but of the clectors.  Ar. Hare
settles the question b) recourse to a few mmplc rules,
whereby the grouping of the votes is effected by
reference to o locality, and the munbers of altcrnatives
weach voung-paper displays.”  OF course preference
i ;_:.‘."“l to pa})us contuining onl) one vole, these heing
cotled b the othiers take thelr Luri.

Suchis an abstract of this wdiivable scheme; whiclt,
i the region of political science, may J‘llbll) be: regarded
as cne of the greatest trimmphs of the human nder-
standing, It as been tried in Aniericy, i the clection

15
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of the state legislature of Illinois; and with highly
satisfactory results, It is also given eflect to 1w the
election of the Uppu Legislative Chamber in Denmatk,

The pitncipal which have
against the system have been successfuily answered by
Mr. Hare; cither by anticipation or in the way of
subsequent reply,  Mr. Mill, who of all our public
teachers was lust given to making mnguarded state-
ments, was of opinion that nothing had been said on
the negative side which would bear exanunation,  The
following is a summary of the objections raised, with
the replies thereto in brief; although of conrse it is not
possible to give more than an ontline of the consultation.
As sct forth by Mr. Al they are as foliow :(—

UUJLbLLUlJ‘v Leen uu;un

The seheme is wnsoorfabie. Those who tell ns so are
people who have barely lieard of it, or have given it a
very imperfect consideration.

Loss of the local characier of represcnialion. Towns and
counties are however represented wien the people who
inhabit them are represented. The fallacy contamed
in the objection is like the cconomic pitfall of wistaling
money for wealth. Any advantage arising from the
representation of localities would stiil be possessed
for, in case of the common interests of anv place heieg
sufficiently marked, 1ts inhabitants would veote {for a
candidate chosen from their own ranks,

Lipossidility of suarding r?l‘frffm‘jurm/ at the contral
But any de feated candidate who niht b “n)lr EWES
picions could, by means of Ins agents, msttuie o close
scrutiny Into the whole proccss of the clection, the
papersshowing which would be aceessible ot the central
office.

Undue powwer woonld be given fo foels aind cligins.
shstenn conlid be worked for parly piurpeses.
these two objections 1s that ro one pretends that
organization would cease to be advantageous: bul
under the present systom seattered clenents count for
nothing : under Hare's thev would have just the
mfluence their numbers cutitled than to.

The pecple woid] never wndiritaind 1 ar caieient fo
its infroduction.  This 1s a Judgment on Lnowr capaeity
which has nothing to support i, and whicl: they have
a right to resent, They Lave never been
chance of understanding it,

On the other side, the advantages of the scheme are
many. Taken from the wrilings of M. Tlarve, Ar.
d Collewe, they

I
The answer Lo

e d s
RN

Jiven a

Mul, and Mr. W, K Ware of Harvar
are the following : —

Ewvery mimority of sufficicnt stren
could obtain representation,

It protects the munority from the tyranoy
majority.

it Lo form o guota

ol the

It protects botl wminorities and majoritics frem the
tyranny of party chicfs,

It promotes freedom of individual action,

1t secures perfect co-operation dm] orgmization.

It gives every voter a represcatative after Bis own
heart, whom he has actually helped o clect,

No one would be pro v\a(wll ©orepresented Dyon
member against whom he ..ml \ulu]

I gives every ropresentalive @ unaninous cobsti

ucncy,
It gives the representalive o certain sceurity 1 the
tenure of s place.

It affords a natural and reasorable method of
rotation in office.
It makes 1t for the elovest of cvory parly Lo

forth its hest men.,

It makes it worth while for cond mien o beeono
candidates. AL prosent many able and indepudont
men stand no chance, by reason of their heing too
good,  An oyster-koife Iy somctimes a0 oo cfliciont
implement than a razor,

It 15 suitable for the clection of one candidite or of
a dozen.

It admits of the efficient (lling of v

{7 oy /;?) e elector (o cost fiix e e /n": u.f/

fUis not fhenlt 1o conet the voles
and promptness,

Very few votes mre throw i awiy,

Livery Lallot 15 assigned as the voler who casls il
desires.

il
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When to these advantages we add the one which
ounght to have especial interest for oursclves, namely
that 1t would tend to promote a fecling of nationality,
‘LMLZ s 111 l.L\UlII r)l Lllls Jll fl i\ r‘ml o ahie anrl LNErNeNs
systent seems compicte, Thé noed for suhshtulmrr it
for the old and corrupt cue is areat now and wiil soon
become urcent. The eonditinneg thi
highly favourable to its carly intraduction,
of our people show nnusual aquickness in Pprehiending
political truths: even our  conscervatives  sceiming
scarcely so stuphl as thele brethren in the mother
comatry.  Dut the cotonists, whitst fecling the evils
arising from the present systens, have not been made
to see thoir canse, or to see hiow the reforme ] setone
would make things better. It woulld be a cooed thivr
for the connuunity were some adimirer of AMr, Hare Lo
publish in a cheap and simple form an adaptation of

nf calory arn

Al elasees

the sysicin to New Zuhmd. Mro Hard's treadise,
admirably complute as 1L s, 1s sold at a price which
places it bevoud the reneh of those who most newd fo

he (‘011\'1'1::‘0:1. But, of nothing s done to popularize
the system thug, it is al Loast not (oo mach to ask that
as hittle necdless ditienite may be rased as possible,
The newspaper woters whe are constantly telling (he
]1 ople that the people cannot undorstand the schen,

Sthat tey wonll strongly object to i’. 1f H‘("' coihl,
are by s speal creating the very profudice by which
they justify (har action, Lot them iy the op'ms.iu:

v of cxponnding 1 t‘m'\‘

vl advars At b 1w ]ﬂ ST

will ot long hove o cows p [

stinding, Posstbiv, Tinvine oo :’w(. Llu
foasibloness of the roforu, hov may thinis themselves
boud o consisteney Lo muintan their opposition ;
but this is not the port of wize or cundid nen,
= Constancy in nustake Is covstant foliv,”

e
TIHI 1\()\1\\(1 OF RELIGION,

[v the conrse of o sermon eritGeiasd by us in our
October number, the lbev, Pather : tohd his

huarers thnt © convnon scise inomatleors reioron 1%
“only cutncen nonsensy,” and, appurently with the
object of proving that be s cutirely (1{,\111 Dof anyihing
so danrerous to Toth, he s H“'m-;: 'm'r'lt"hul v s.f]rmc)n,
fiily reported inothe Napier -

Drely Teleer "of the
GLh bcptul.n(fl‘! the text, © 1"1 her, f':*_ﬁ thuen,
o thew know

H

EH Ve

ot what they do. The meain areu-

ment ol the sermon appears Lo he direeted to proving
that 1f e and natare are seczavded ronn the redeions
prent of view, S whntever iy 1ot This is 0 very
UDoadea, ol s ooy by thel v
malortiy of e Buinan tee who e content Lo Lt
words for e As o vt Yoo fnd cortian
Cphenomenie o Lo You seolonocnuse ur

whor, You moagine yel ],:L‘.'-u found T, You

afterwirds hecome so cnmeorred of this ollospring of

Soyvour tratn, that vou Dnactue B0 epossible b i
“n clamns drester and eere porfre
B i‘HL.'. e RTINS ,owakel s oso il of
o derlors You boee L superiots v b
Copclice e and heooeat e NUITC Y Dy
Sor st leesl, wiihon TEHSNS TR
Sohnt ovor have veoosveond o ceeribe o Lo any
Cendities but whi ).cm he s actually exortad
sand displavedom los prodadions) Lenaring abl saeh

constderitions as these, the Keve Patlier Deaeines he
Lrows all that Fis God ointomdesd o do betone the
crention, whon - the Snndor of cierna 5 Iu alon
cothie onateral wd nntroddes wortd .
nay e while s i coadl l|". in
spice of the et HER ) gesty, aiul
“opower, Lhil no wmorind eyve bt ever seen Do car
soath hewed, nor bt it evoer eileved it aey erented

Chearl Lo conconve.”
Besn very

CEopepaie

No donht the
all s
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“any time of day,” applies very fairly to this remote
period, ¢ where tmu"ht is everything, and everything
‘s nought.” But,” continues the preacher, “the
honr of love and mercy was drawing nich,  God's
love has grown heyond Himself, and the myriad
angel bands now throng the Courts of Heaven. DBut
“it dors not ond there; it The fiat
“of a new creation has gone forth—matter 1s created.”
In making this statement we fear the Rev. Iather is
not strifily orthodox, as, according to the Biblical
account, “In the beginning God created the heaven
“and the earth,” and nothing is said about the creation
of mutter, nor are we told that the Hebrew Elohin
(in which name, translated God in our version, theo-
logians have recognised indications of the Trinity, and
scholars traces of a mare primitive polythcism) became
less selfish in time, which is the real meaning of the
sentence * God’s love had grown Dbeyond limself,”
Accepting the statement for what it is worth, however,
il is not easy to sec any great exhibition of love to-
wards his creation on the part of the Deity, if Father
Cassidy’s philosophy of the plan of salvatien is sound.
“When the world was a paradise, and all was radiant
“and fresh from the Creator’'s hand, man was made to
s live an endless life of joy en carth, and when it should
“ please bim to wing his {light elsewhere for joys greater
“still,”  Ilow this latter feat was to be accomplished
does not appear, though it is a pity it was not per-
formed Dbefore that unfortunate interview between Evee
and the serpent took place. In that case, however,
the whole plot of that theelogical romance, for the
truth of which the churches have vouched for so many
centuries, would have been spoilt, and Father Cassidy's
scrmron would never have been delivered.  For grant-
g his premises, the whole argument 15 clear enough,
[t is the usual story, put mto unusually flowery
language, Man fell, and was punished for falling, and
the whaole creation went more or less wrong in conse-
quence. It has, however, been put right, to a certain
exteit, by that curious magical process known as the
Atonement, or, at any rate, that distributive justice
which we fail to find in this world is produced in

i

{6

coes further still,

another. Hence we ought to rest contented with
things as they are. Dut for this the wicked would
have by lar the best of it in this lbest of all
possible  worlds, «If a  human ruler,” says Mr.
Leslie Stephen, # admitted  that the  punishment
“inflicted by his laws had very little deterrent
“elieet, but arcued as a  set-off that he Lept

the greatest part of his subjects in perpetual con-
finement and incessant torture, we should say that,
whether by his misfortune or fault, he had a very ill-
regulated kingdom, Yet, when we try to reconcile
“ourselves to the existing evils by assuming the
existence of this supernatural balance, we necessanly
present the universe after this fashion,  Whether 1t
is an edifying thing or not 1 cannot say, 1 do not
“see how it helps to strengthen our belief i the safe-
guards of morality.,  The explanation is simple
fenough.  The world 1s what we sce it, abounding in
nusery and wickedness, 1 you believe in a moral
covernor, yvou are bound to put extraordinary Jimita-
tions upon his power to vindicate his benevelence, or
to limit Lis benevolence in order to vindicate lis
“ power ; and, in either case, you take away with onc
haud that safeguard to morality which you give with
the other.  Meanwhile, in any case you have to stop
satl logical waps by talking about mystery. It is
simpler {o admit that the whole is a mystery, and to
“ cease the effort to play ourselves with words,”  Is it
not, too, better to hold with BIill, that whatever im-
perfeet realisation of benevolence and justice yet ob-
tafns v any human socicty © is the work of man Lun-
“osell, struggling upwards against immense natural
o difficnlties, into civilization, /il making to Iamsclf o
< second nature, far better and more unsellish than he
“yvas crealed with,” than 1o regard b as dependent
upon the truth of slll)ummn‘;tl theories, assumad with-
ont sufficient evidence, and daily proving more and
more inadeguate to explain the facts to which they are
applied.

hoplicitly, Father Cassidy adhinits that the world as
we realty know it is no such theatre of divine munifi-

‘

‘
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cence as his theological fairy tale presupposes, when he
calls attention to the © wequality of condition and per-
pctlml change of pto:—.p(,rlty and adversity " which
prevaiis in i, Withont knowing it, he adds the weight
of his testimony to the truth of the modern dolrine of

evolution, when he pomt&. out that to the struggle for
existence 12 mainly due onr DTOUTeLE in civ 1]1:: 1hnn’
and denounces * socialism and communism as foolish
“mventions,”” which “would be the destruction of
“socicty and the world could we imagine them to suc-
“ceed.”  But m what does their folly consist, but in
the fact that, like theology, they substitute imagination
for reality, and their advocates think that all is ac-
compllshul when a beautiful pr&ture which accords
with men’s wishes 1s exhibited to the admiring gaze of
the multitude.  The experienced course of cvents is
the great standard by which, in the ordinary affairs of
life we all regulate our conduct Our real faith is faith
in the laws of nature, and this faith admits of constant
verification.  YWhat we have to ask ourselves when
deciding upon any particular line of action, is, not how
far will this be pleasing to some idol made of human
ideas, but, how far is it in accord with natural law?
Does our knowledge of nature and of human nature,
the persenal and inherited experience of mankind ap-
prove or condenin it ?  The true answer is often diffi-
cult cnough to find,—what chance is there of obtaining
it when the very mode of asking the question is erro-
neous 2 Apart from the region of conduct, the con-
trast betwecen theological and scientific method, is
equally marked in the sphere of knowledge. Compare
Father Cassidy's wild visions of the unknown, ¢ where
“gheer 1o meaning takes the place of sense,” with
what such a work as Geikie's «* Text Book of Geology”
teaches of the early history of the earth and its in-
habstants. Look at the nature of the evidence on
wlhich the two opposite conclusions rest.  The one,
the traditions of ignorant ages, recorded by unknown
persons whose 1ma”mat10n5 5upply many of the as-
sumed facts, which are 1 their nature 1improbable in
the highest degree ; the other, a system of reasoned
truth, res’im"r on faéts and puncxph_s capable of dire&
\erxﬁcatlon at any moment. Such sciences as geology

and biology demonstrate that the DBiblical account of
the ercation and the fall of man, on which the whole
theological system is based, is cntlrcly erroneous. The
Adam of Paradise is a mere dream, and the whole
story on which the Rev. Father has favished so much
vague cloquence is chiefly a product of the mythological
tendencies of prinntive man, That man existed long
before the supposed creation of the Biblical Adam, is
proved to demonstration, and that life and death were
co-related phenomena millions of years before man's
appearance on the scene, is equally certain, - Historical
criticism is rapudly establishing beyond all question
the further fact that Christianity itself is Dbut a phase
of opimion.  Where mere erudition sees nothing but
the supernatural, scientific scholarship traces the
cvolution of the dogmatic idea from anticedent con-
ditions, A whole class of pre-Christian Literature, of
which the book of noch is the type, is being gradually
made to yvield up its secrets, winle the beaning of the
ancient religions of India upon the Christian problem
191)(,(.0:11111(' more fully appreciated.  Inshort, physical,

moral, and historical science 1s rendering 1t more and
more impossible for intelligent persons who read “ had
‘“ booles - that 1s, books dealing with facts instead of
fictions, and devoted to the discovery of truth instead
of to the holstering up of decaying superstitions —and
such boolks will be read by covnstantly increasing
numbers as  education  improves—to believe what
Father Cassidy preaches.  Aore than this, the time
will come when cvery thinking man will see that sin
and erime refer to purely human relations, and will
laugh at the elaim of his church to forgive 1mp055:1)h.
sins against a hypothetical God, whose fOl”l\’Cll(_!:b they
do not want so long as they commit no sins against
thelr fellosw creatures,  Rewards and pimis]un(mtq will
e seen to have no connediion wilh the supernatural,

and the sandtions of morality will be recognised as
physical and social,  1iven now, such chil dish reasons
as this sermon gives for *f the inequalities of punish-
“ments and aflhcions in this Life”” can unpose on none
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but the most ignorant and superstitious. The grotesque
idea that the good are punished for their small faults,
and the bad rewarded for their cqually small virtues,
to adjust an account which is only lnally balanced in
another world, in order to vindicate the *justice of
“Ged,” can hardly be deemed satisfadtory cven by
Father Cassidv himself. in view of the enormous dis-
proportion between condition and charadter actually
existing. Then, too, whole classes never have a chance
of bemrr cm}thm" but both wicked and miscrable.
On the other hand, whole classes have cvery chance of
being both good and Lappy. As Beckey Sharp said, it
“15 casy to be virtuous on five thousand a year,” The
whole theological theory thus indicated is a rank ab-
surdity, though perhaps not more absurd than many
other attempts to < justily the ways of God to man.”
The simple fact is, that, as everyone knows, character
and circumstance act and re-act upon cach other,
The business of mankind is to so adjust cach to Lhu
other as to produce the best resull. To do this, the
widest knowledge of facts and principies is esscntial,
and the fullest individual liberty for thenr application.
To all this theology 1s bitterly opposed.  Where it does
not directly hinder, it diverts men's minds from the
solid ground of fact to the cloud lands of fancy.
Iustinctively recognising that ** ignorance is the mother
“ of devotion,” it discourages all real knowledge, and
often with the best intentions, is at the present moment
the great antagonist to human progress.

],

.

HELPS \\D HI\DI\ \\' “LJ.

When I was a young iman, and for some time, both
before and after that particalar pericd of the world’s
history-—it was quite the fashion to praise © the good
old times,” to sigh or swear according to the sex, or,
the temperament of the speaker, over the degencracy
of the present, and even now there are occasions when
the most optimistic of philosophers are rempted to say
1 tones, tinged more with sorrow than with anger
 Ah, this 5011 of 111111tf was managed very dif I(lultl)
W hen I was 2 boy. Wl ! p(,l’hd.pb ail the changds
wrought by the hand of Time are not exactly anmived
bles%m(rs. Probably, could all the modes and attributes
of civilization advance at the same rallo, Many Crrors
now to be deplored would not exist.  As a democrat [
most heartily desire, that intelligence should keep pace
with political liberty. As a Irecthinker 1 carnestly
desire that the spirit of constructive sccularism should
walk hand in hand with the Iconoclasts. There is
much truth in the assertion that— A country would be
better governed by a wise and virtucus aristocrat, than
by a corrupt oligarchy, or an ignorant, and conscquently
vicious democracy.” Socicty, however, hag practi-
cally outgrown the age of despotism, and oligarchies
are few and far between @ the demoeratic tendeneies of
the age are patent to all observers.  The genms of
innovation has inserted the thin end of his wedge, even
amongst those most conservative nations ruled respee-
tively by the Pope and the Prophet. Moslom or Papist
they must move onwith thvstu,flm ol time, ordie, Slowly,
%lumlls 1y, Lll]‘\‘.l”ll]”l\, yvet they must move or Qi !
True there s nupending Jdeath inocither caser in
stagnation the deatl of people, in progress the death
of creeds.

* x o o Creods dissolve the soul,
Corrade and ear the Rbres of the heards ;
Alake alabaster images, ablnse
With sunshine on great Heavens hoish,
Seem dark and foud as fends feom Aceron,
Crecds are the feaden weichts deqad corse-men woar
When they are buried from lone ships st sex,
Froighted wherewith they never rise again,”

NMarking the tendency of the age, how important is
the duty of every man, who has, himself made free, to
strive by word and deed 10 help onward the good work
of human redemption, Yes U redemption trom the honds
of gnorance,  The Christiun priesthood and th

I

unLu
dupes of every <ot aud shade, are continually asserting

that we owe all that is worthy of admiration, to the
influence of thewr religion, have travelled in several
of the Contimental conntries of Lurope, where the most
consistent of Chulstian creeds, namely, the Church uf
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Rome held sovercign sway, snd in every case, without
exception they were the most bacloward nations, as
regards o gencral knowledee of thr useful arts, And
as for the marality of the people | Lask Lo vocord
mn the pages of the Weview the null;u prools I have
had of thewr degradation. 1 am not blind to the vices
that exist in profestant conntries, 1awas compelled by
my cfficial position in Enclond to see a sreat deal of
it; Parhamentary Statistics, and (he records of the
daily press, reveal the damning prool of the incfiiciency
of vighteen hundred years of Chyristian teaching s but
from the Lands-end to John o Groats, the traveller will
fod that vice, with scarcely an excepiion, hides
hersell; amengst the upper ranks of Society, she puls
on the garb and ontward semblanee of virtue, ad so
through every grade she masks, until at Tast she skulks
in the dark purdicus Of the erowdaed citv. Nine-tenths
of the < Social 1t 7 that haunts the streets of London
puts on the outwand hnm ol Modesty, but Modesty s
as rare as ice in the wiy cities of Sonthern Kurope,
From my expenicnce therefore T have come 1o the
conclusion, that, the more rigidly the dowmas of
Christianity are u]fuuul the (riunu hindrance 1s it to
moral and wtelleCtual progress, The  student of
humae nature, of moraiity, and social scicnce has no
need to travel bovond the waters of the Englich
Channel, the terrible stuie of Treland under priestls
rule is a sulficient pmuf of its bancful inthuence. The
following paragraph copiod from the < 1Pall Alall Budget”
of Angust Sth, is one instance among many of the
happy elledts of theological teaching .-~ Serious dis-
turbances have ocourred at o holyv well at Mother,
Ircland.  Thewell hus tronaneiont times hoeen resorted
to by penitents, sl suflerers frown physical atbinenis
scarcholrelichand festivads have reeontivheen lickd there
The religions oh:\m-r\'nm:(:%,]1()\\' e have Teen f 'u]lmw'1
Dy desperate faction fichts, in which muel Blood v
spilled and many heads broken, On AWedneadoy LLL:
focal magistrides  sentencod  twelve ringlencders
various terms of imprisonment.” 1 the evil of o
ance and superstition cuded with the breaking of afow
heads, 1t would not, =0 mueh matior—- o fow
adhesive plastor would set it all o richais,
heort hurnings, the thirsting for reverre @ not all
fabled waters of Beths: sidicould henls Taving
said this mueh about the hodranees to Baman prosress
Tawvill in o few bricl and comprehensive Imes, point out
what I humbly conceive to T the surest holps,
Individual work, and united  acton. While the
friends of political trecdom bravelv strzole (o anend
the Iaws, and extend the fanchise, let every Brees
thinker strive by precept and caoeple 1o preach the
cospel of hunumity, amd shed the Hohit of
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1)1’01]‘1{'1‘1 yiove, Lot cvery man and wonnm enduivour
to readize the fadl, that 1l is his or her specil mission
to help the weak, to succonr the lowly, to sooth the
sorrow iy, and while Bicots eht foor dhe love of Gaod,
et s the Scenlasts o Now ZL‘.I,.MHI, sovrde dor the
love of Man.
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Nowe the clilling frost s gone,
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Sconee Fotes,

[ the oftictal report of the improvements of South Tass,
Misstssippi River, it s stated that during the year 13873 4 ter-
rific eyclone passeld over the works, and damaged the Iu;tjst
jetty for the length of half amily, conerete biocks 23 tons in
weicht heing torn wway, or turned over.

Fxperinents have been wade on the Rhine with eable
towing: that Is, o elain or vope s fixed ot both ends of the
voui o he traversed, and passed over o steamewineh
attachied to the tug-bout, which pieks up the cable in front
of the lutier, and drops it azain aft by means of guide pulleys,
Lauling along the vessel and barges atteched to it Tl_u;
relative consumption of fuel up stream was as 1oto 1) oin
fivour of the eable hoats against the paddle or serew lm‘uts,
the wverage ratio up and down being s 1 to 350 Against
this greater ceonomy in fuel of the cible system muast ho set
the considurmble expenditure for fivst cost and maintenance of
the cable 1tself,

Mr. Hoek, of Vienna, hag produced 2 hotair engine of
St hipy Inwhicle the fundamental notien is the foreing of
regiluted quantities of air, by means of o cmupr(:ssm',lthmugh
the five grate and buming fuel of o furnace, where it SOrVes
I part to aintain combustion, wul the rest is mingled wich
the giseous produets, winl s condueted to o working cviinder,
in which the mixed cases ael upen w piston. To obviate
eXeessElYe wenry gL eertain proportion of witer is disclarged
aviong the hot guses, and evaported by and mixed with
thew on the way to the working eviinder,  Thuy, whilst the
temperature is veduced, theve Is genoarated, in conpensation,
a ity of srenn gy,

AL Pastour’s hedvapliooia experiments ave proving most
satistaciory. tle lately eansed nineteen mad dogs o bite
thirtyvight others, Tadf of which had been noeulated with
e ]1_\':1:'1:[)]101)'1;1 viras wid the remaining half left untonched,
Al dhe Tutter dicd of vdides, while these nocenlated are
woll iand perfeetly heslth, althongl they will be carefully
watehed for o vear, w o test wlether the eealation does
permauent o only tetpmary goad. AL Pasteur holds that
vithies 15 produced selely by e bite, and it accordingly a
Low compelling dogs to e inoenlated  would in the end
completely cxtirpate Ivdrophobia,

PProfissur Cope adivides mandkined into threee clusses, the
merct e, lteraey, awd seientifie,
ceemititing wderind possessions,

The first s oceupled in
[t is a good training-
schonl, e sivsy bnn w0 bad state to be permanent,  The
Terary wind deals with the manner vather than the matter
of things, nwl it is prone to mistake symbols for facts, The
setentitic mind ocoaples Tselt with vealities, and tds elief
value I the tradl - It pleasiees Hes inomental rathor than
materiad possessions, and 10 counts s wenlth o ideas, It
diflors frong thie weremtiie wind in this, that it sives away
its commolity for the bunefit of others, while the mereantile
sells to the Mghest bidder!

Lecent revelations of selenee luve added a new terror to
life, for we Diave heen okl that the houses we live in, the aiv
wi breatles e elothes wo wear, and the food we et may ull
Beomove o Tess fofected sl baeilli) anierobes, e foe Qi
Aecording tothe mvestioations ofwn Hhasgriaon sefe
tint asned Jules Seloarsclanile, one more Tins to e adidiad to
thealove ageneles of infection. He telis us that not only coin
Lut prper smoney is atteeted by bacterin o minute dlyie,
Having examined ioquantity of Hingarimand Russiao notes
lie fournd this minate vegetaiion even upon those that wern
newest and clennes Inoappearanee, © On the surfies of ull
the peper money,” he suvs s always to be found the hae-
v of putretwetion.” Virdous niferveocei, leptorviches,
wel bacilli e frequent im0 the deposits on the surtacr of
paper ntaney. Thiose are madters of e tosity. hut oy perhugs
ave s praeticad heaing, for Des Sehmensclimide coneludes Lis
priper witl Hlil‘_fl‘:;l‘ﬁ'lll\;ll thnt opeus out tuarther possibilitiey,
“von s hyeenie point of view also)” lie suyvs, © the investi-
getions o tos conneonest Lovselo'd abjects may not he sit-
prerilaoies, ol 1 would espeeld Ty e attendion to those furms
asuecurving o the neats of inslruction ~viz, the Tunudbooks,
o seed Ty oue young seholus)” W Dive Lere another i
stanee of seienee upsett ing our most elerished Tdeas, for wha
1 the Heht of the above revelidions would dare Lo ok like
the curite W Loee's Labor Lost of © the dainties thab wre bred
i a book 7

Ui,
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The temperature of the sea is practically the same for a
depth of 30 fect from the swfice, the effect of the continual
agitation nbave thislevel ; hut beiow tLig depth the tempera-
ture Is consiierably fess.  The “ Blike” observers fouud
‘ Norel of 8t Thomas, in the West Indies, 36% Farenheit at

a depth of 27,000 feet, while at the surface it was 80°.
Whe Chuilenger surveys showed a somewhad similar result,

Aebichs.

Lhe Yowng Secularist: Ldited by W,
Melbourne 1 Woodman Dros,

C. Andrade.

We have received the first two copics of a new
Frecthought paper entitled © The Young Secularist”
- published in Melbourne.  The first numper contained
I an excellent engraving of Thomas Paine, while the
o seeond issue had @ portrait of Charles Bradlaugh. A
" short sketch of the lives of both these worthies is given,
and there are notices of Thomas Burt and Diderot,
both of which will serve to give the young people an
wea of the story of their lives and opinions. The
choice of a tale to appear in such a publication hardly
appears to have been wisely made ; * The Outcast ™ 15
excellent reading for grown up persons but children
will not be able to understand and apprcciate it, The
other contributions and sclections are of 2 very rcadable
character and the Young Secularist is sure to be popular
m Irecthought families where the want of S0MC
courteracting influence is so strongly fell. When
children are accustomed to read short Freethought
papers, and to observe the style in which rcligious
subjects are approached in these papers they alfford
better greund for the Freethought feacher of the future
te work on, than if they had been impregnated with
religious ervors, the effects of which take so long to
get rud of. We wish our contemporary every success
feeling confident that ii has enly 1o find its way iute
Frecthought familics to be appreciated.
| ..

REMARKS ON SECULARISVM

The recent anncuncement of the jntention of our
friends in Wellington (o consider the advisableness of
adopting the word “ Seenlar ™ in liew of the word
v reethought 7 as the name of (heir Society, has
suggested a few remarks as perhaps interesting to those
ot our readers unacquainted with Secularism as an
orgauvization in lingland.,  About twenty years agoe
Mr. George Jacol Holyouke applied hinself “to the
re-inspeetion of the gencral field of controversy,” The
result was that one of the first principles laid down by
that gentleman to rule the movement was * that they
should recognise the sincerity of the clergy and the
good mtention of Christians generally,”  That a Secular
Socicty was meant to include  the various classes of
porsons known for their dissent from the popular
Christian tenets of the day: © these various classes, of
course, comprehending those who reject the authority
ol mivacles, allege genceral objeclions to the Inspiration
ol the Bible, quesiion the dogma of the immortality of
the soul, and who cannot subscribe to the arguments
supposed to establish the existence of a Being distinct
from nature,

The wondrous manifestations of nature should not
be degraded to a secondary rank: the Nature which we
know mnst be the God which we seck,

Precedence should be given to the duties of this life
over those which pertain to anether world: this life
buing the first in certainty, it ought to have the first
place in importance,

Seicnee Is the providence of man: absolute spiritual
dependeucy  may invelve materind destruction. Dy
seience s meant those methodized agencies which are
at our command--that systematized knowledee which
enables us to use the powers of natore for humin benefit,
13y spiritual dependency is meant application to heaven
by prayer expecting that help will cone to us.

That there exst, mdependently of scriptural ay.
thority, guarantecs of morals in human nature, in-
telligence, and utility,



Alotes € Quertes.

QUERITES,

TITE SOUL.

Reading ¢ Knowledge” lately, T eame on some interesting
correspondence on the soul.  One of the cortespendents put
the following queries, whieh 1 should like some of your
readers to try and answoer . —

1. Where was the soul before the body into
existence }

2. What did it do ?

3. Where are all the souls vet to conie into bodies not
yet born ?

4. Can anir immortal thing be boru?

5. 1f a soul can lave w heginuing, why can it not have
an end ?

6. What conld the soul do without the senses?  (Scienee
teaching us that at death all the organs of the body ave
destroyed, and with them the senses).

cie

TRUTUSEEKER.
ANSWERS.
THE AUTHOL DISCOVEREL.

It is more than probable that T shall be too late withmy
reply to the correspondent who sent yon this :—* Can you
or any of your readers inform me who is the anthor of the
following lines, and about the time they were written—
J4.P.

“T sent my soul tlwough the Invisible, seme Ietter of the
after-life to spell :

Aul hy-and-bye my soul returned to me and answered ;—

‘T myself am heaven and hell”

£ Heaven, but the vision of fulfilled desiry,
And el the shadow of a soul on five 5
Tast on the darkness into whicl ourselves,
Bo late emerged from, shall so socn esplre.”

A cutting from some paper (uune forgotten), in my serap
book, tells us that the author was the Persian poct, Owmar
Khayyim (or n), and this infornmtion concerning him is
given = Omar lived in the latter halt of our cleventl,
and died within the first quarter of onr twelfth century.
He was a philosopher of scientific insight and ability far
beyond that of the age and country in which he lived. 1o
was one of the eight lewrned men whow the Haltoy of
Persia emploved to reform the Calendar, < conputation of
time,” says Gibhoun, < which swrpmsses the Julian, and apr
proaches the accuraey of the Gregerinn style”
the anthor of some astronomical tables ol an Avabic
treatise on algebre. Malik Shah, the Sueltan, showered
favors upon hine, hut Le was content to lead the Jife of a
plilosopher, with moderate worldly awbition and moederate
wants.  Like Lueretius, he failod of inding auy Providence
but destiny, wwd any world but this ; and so he sel about
making the mast of it, and takes & Jinmorons er perverse
pleasure i exalting the sratitication of sense above that of
the intellect, in wlielt he wust have taken great deliziit,
adthough it falled to answer the questions in which he, in
common with all men, was most vicdly interested” A
thivty-six prge octavo volume of his verses was published
by Bernard Quavitel, of London. U enclose a0 suunbier of
stanzas.—I. C. Wauken, Fditor ¢ Lueifor © (*The Light-
Bearer ), Valley Falls, Kansas,

He wis nlso

THI AGAME OF LIFL,

A hook of verses underneath the hough,
A jug of wine, a loaf of hread —and Thon

Beside me singing in the wilderness
Oh, wilderuess were Paridise enow !

some for the glories of this world, and syme

Sigh for the prophet’s Paradise to come ;
Ol, take the cash and let the credis go,

Nor heed the rumble of o distunt drum !

The waorldly hope men set their hearts upon,

Turns ashes, -—or it prospers 3 and anon,
Like snow unon the desert’s dusty face,

Lighting a little hour or two, was gone.

T'hink, in this battered earavanserai,

Whose portals are alternate night andfday,
How sultan after Sultan with his pomp

Abode his destined heur, and went Lis way.

THE TFREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

|
|
!
|
|
|
i
|
i

Ab, my beloved, (1] the cup that clears

To-nav of past regret and future fonrs,
Loinoerow ! Why, to-morrow [ may he

Myself with yesterday’s seven thousamld yuars ]

For some we loved, the loveliest and the best,
I'hat from his vintage rolling Time has pressel,
Have dvank their cup a rowl or two before,

ne by oune eropt silently to ot

A

Mysell, when young, Jid caverly freijuent
Doctor ad saint, aind lerd great arciment
Abont it and about s but evermore
Came vut by the samne Jdoor wherein 1 wend,

With than the seed of wisdom did 1 S0,

And wilh my own hamd wrenght to make it grow ;
And this was all the haorvest that [ reaped-—

I came like water, and like wind | w0

There was the door to which [ found ne key s

There was the vell throngh whivh 1 aomld not see
Some little talle awhile of Mg and Thge

There was  and then ne more of Ther and Mz,

Strange, is it not, that of the niyriads who
Before s passed the door of darkness theomgh,
Not one veturns to tell us of the road,

Which to discover we must trave! ton #

The revelations of deveut and learn'd,
Who vose before us, and as prophets Tmn'd,

Ave all but stories which, awoke from :;1(3(.‘]_),
They told their fellows, anl to sleep retumend.

T sent may soul through the invisible,
Nome letters of that after-lie to spoll
And by-and-by wmy =oul returued to me
And answered, T myvscli as heaven and hell™
Heaven. hat the vision of fullilied desire,
And hedll the shadow of o soul on the,
Cast on the darkness from which we ourselves
So late cmerged, in which so soun expire,
We e no other than a meving row
OF magic shadow.shapes that come and go
Tomml with this snn-illnmined Linfern helld
Inomidnight by the master of the <low,

Impotent pieces of the grme he plays
Upon the checker-hoand of niglits md davs

Hither wd thither neoves, and checks, ol 2lays,
At one by one back in the oloeet Ly =

The Ball no opestion makes of ayves or noes,

Lot raht or tefb as steikes the player, moes
Awed b that tossed you dows fiuto the fiekd,

He Tuows aboud it all -lie knows-

hie knows !
The movine Guger wriles @ asd, having wiit,
Moves ore: nor all your piety or wit

shall Tare it Deock Go ennedd Balf o Hie,
Norall yonv teaes wash out o wesd of it

Al that inverted howl we eall the sky,

Wherennder, ernwline, conpeld, we live and dic
Litt not your hand= todr fur belp

As Impotentdy rolls as yo o 1,

for it

Al fewr not Tost existence, closing vonr

Aevount and sune, shonld know £ Tike 1to nore,
The eternal =aki Fram thal bow! lis proured

Stiens of bubbies Tike us, aend will pour,

Olctheeats of Ve ainl opes of Tarandize
Ve Lhing of TeasUis certain e e os :
One thine is covtain aod the 7e=t i les g

The lower that oree Jges Wlown for cer dies.

WL enrth s fiest Ty Tinee dnd the tst oan knead,
Aoud there of the st havvest sowed the seal

Aonl the tivst mornine of creation wiende
What the Tnst dawn of reckoming shall read

Yesterday this dav’s madness did propare,
To-morrew’s silenee, teinmply, or despaie,

Lavh t for vor know ot s hence yon canae, nor why
Weep ! ror you know nol why vou oo, or where,

What ' ont of senseless nothing to provoke
Aconscions something to resent ihe yoke

Of unpermitted pledsare, mder pain j
OF everlostine penadties, i Inoke !

What ! from his helpless creatiores be requisd

Pure goled for what he lent ws diross alloved
Sue for aodebt we never did contract,

Anil cannot answer—-Oh U ihe sorry trade

Ol thon, whe man of baser carth didst ke,
And even with Parelise dovise Uhe soole !

IFor a1} the sin whorewith the fuee of nan
Ts Dlackened, mans forgiveiess give-—amd take !

Thomas Boyle, temperance amd religions lecturer, was
recently committed for tial for eiminadly assanliing two
boys, TG was asserted D evidenee that e guoted Seriplure
to the luds as Lis Justification.
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NOTES FIROM AUCKLAND.

{FEOM A CORRESPONDENT.)

Auckland is to have its Musenn opened on Sunday ab
last, and it is the last city in the colony to come to that
decisiom. Yot the IIu'rnLnln af Anelland ars as wnloaanes
seeking acommunity as there s in these slands, but they
nides great profession of what passes as plety while owning
very little of the gonnine apticte, Tu Septewber o reyui-
sition was preseited to the Counedl fa cliarge of the musewn,
reitesting that 16 should he opened on Swelays. Severul
Christian seets regivded snele a0 proposition as hervetieal,
and, with that intolernnee which has for centuries been
synonymous with Cheistianity, they zot up petitions to keep
the muscwin shut, These petitioners were of the Daptist,
Methodist, and Preshvterinn type. They were not joined
by the Boman Catholic wsd Anglican Churches,  OUn the
contrary, it is now said that Bishop Cowie, of the Angliean
Chureh, has long been in favour of opening. The puri-
tanieal observance of Sunday is o modern phuse of Chris-
tinnity not three centuries old, Tt is wlso n loeal phase,
manifested eliclly in England wnd Scotland, Tt utterly
vepudiated on the Continent of Furope. 1t hag been im-
ported heve us other Lhowe matters have, and though sowe-
what diluted to what it s in the pavent country, is
nevertheless the backbone of what o large proportiown of the
population consider genuine Christinuity.  This opinien is
held i detianes of cavly Chelsttan tradition, for 7 Noew
Testament narrative possesses o grain of trngh, desus was o
most violent oppouent of Sabbatarianism,  Yet these Sab-
batarians, i the most fulsome msomer, profoss (o Le the close
followers of this sane Jesus,  The infatwdion of these
sectaries s due, fipst, to their ingrained egotisi—they are
confident that nonc wean g0 well as they do; second, Lo
their passion for domination.  Fxeept liberty io themselves
they have no other coneeption of liberty, nov have they any
dizposition towneds it Mo hing over suell minds to the
side of Tibevty, vow st tonch them thivongh their pockets
anel interests, then they ay e hrought over to be pro-
fossed supporters, That the Aackbusl Musewn is Lo he
opened onSunday is due to o fortunnte cleaee, Poenniarily,
the Museum Fhe vevenue  wis
derived i 1!:1[‘1 fromy suheeribers of 71 onel per atinuin,

L Lecr ernharassed,
A arge vaority of these aabseribers have Teens for vens
in favour of opening, b the wdnevity threstened ek if
towere openell they wonld discentivue their subseripiions,
The Connetl quailod before the imtimidation of this tiinority
and deferred indetbritely the aetion they would st
willingly have tuken. However pelief enwe, aned troun s
most unlikely source.  OUver noyene ago an old man muned
Costlev died, e lived w it e were poor. Anold elothes-
nan would not Tiave given nove than ten shillings tor hiy
wardrobe, but he died legally worth about £100,000, un-
cirned nerement o ety property T hiad bought away baek
trom the vear 13400 The budle of this howe sum he appor
tioned by will sinongst seven public institutions. The
share whicl fell to the Museum was about L1200t This
relieved that institution frovy all emburassnient, made 1t
independent of the bigoted governing minovity  of the
Tustitate, and now the public will be able to mter it on
Sundiys, With the new lights that Tonve Tately heen shed
around on the oud question, M Costley™s very diberal aet
ey be viewed feon a versy ditferent stand point to wind
oworthd haeve bevrs viewed 0 e From  that
T W hl.‘llh] ]n':'lnt. _\]['_ ('i:.illr,"\' in ln'-llll';lllling lli:-; l‘”’f”'”.\-
to Institations designed Tor the heneliv of e conununity
Al verely o aet of Justice. The imerease e e value of
his property was due entirely (o the nuembers amd enter-
prise of the connnunit; [T may

Ve YS i,

and nol his exertions,
have acknowledged (s facl—may have been o disciple of
the Flenry George schooly and, fuliowing up his conviciions
to theie practival endd, have vesolved honestly to reton to
the compnity that herement which the conmumunioy Tl
variil,

It 35 nob e unearmust opiaton that Governanends ae
backward T veforios and fuprovemuonts, but in this instanee
that opinion is nol borne outs for the Government yous
aga posed this condition or Gie Counedl of the Muscun,
sthat e skould he apened on Sundays as soow as the othep
Museuins were so opened.” hut the Couneil Lave for yoars
heetn Luyeotted by the itliberad, aud v doubit in their own
cstitaalion, plous winority of the wmembers of the Tnstitate,
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GLEANINGS.

¢ Navionan RErorMenr’
Theve ware seven Freethonght Associations in Canads,
Mea Bosant’s

sunanlig

“ Atheistic Platforn " sees o have taken
with the publie, the sales being very large,

A Bradlaugh is glad o learn that Mr, Stout has heen
re-cleeted  President of the Dunedin Frecthought  As-
soctition,

Newdigate NL:\\'(ngﬂEU i5 begging for money to pay his
law costs, and all the Tory leaders have signed lis begging
petition,

Fifty new members joined the National Heeular Society
in one week, and four new branches were being formed at
the sone time,

In the first division of the advaneed stages at South
Nensington, four of the five eandidates from the Iall of
Science Schicols who qualified were women,

In consepnence of the death of Al Goflin, the illness of
AL Rothmaler, and the state of things in Brussels, the next
Intermational Freethought Conference will be held in Ant-
woery in 1883,

The Diderot Centenary Committec, after obtaining the
authorisation of the Fronch Government to innugurate the
Diderot statue, invited My, Dreadlangh and Mrs, Besant to
attend,  Work, however, prevented their aceeptance.

The Hall of Seience Nchools are maintaining their high
reputation,  Of twenty-six sent to the South Kensington
exauninations all passed. They won't need uny more of Sir
Henry Tyler’s advertisenents in the House of Commons.

The * Chureh Reformer” has discovered that * the present
oeith (of wdlogiance) is woie-Christion, if wot antl-Christinr,”
and wses Aadeolm MeColl's avgument to show that the vith
wis altered from “on the truth faith of a Clwvistiun, so Lielp
me God 7 to admit men who deny the Christian faith,

T a late number of the < Reformaer” is an acknowledg-
ment of subseriptions received fromn Nelsen, N.Z. The
stubseribers, in s note, subl—" On bhehalf of ourselves anid
the other subseribers, we tender you the hiand of fellowship
ind syiopaihy, and truss that the day is not far distant
when your indomitable cournge and splendid skill will pre-
vadl for the complete discomtiture of youwr onemivs”  Such
messages from this far-off Lad show that even here the
fight for constitutional vight is eagerly watehoed,

A M oSt Clade chadlenged My, Lradlangh to & debale
on the moral or constitutional right of the Honse of Lonly
to deluy passing one half’ of a Refornt Bill until # its con-
cealed halt was betore the wation and the House”  Jle adse
mwned forfeits which were to e paid for deviations from
fcts Immoral argmments, fallacies, or amidignities during
the defates Mr. Bradlaugh vepliod that he was of epinion
that the Lovds had repeatedly ueted misclievonsly sinee
1760, and also in the Franchise matter. e aceepted the
challenge, but asked for a banke’s veferenee, and two
surcties for the amount of fines  The forfeity to be divided
Letween the Fondon Mospital and the Musonie  Tovs'
Sehool, M, St Clair condd o et She conditions,

REevLar Review!

There is a0 Frecthought jonenal I Spain,

Sl Tromuda

Lt s calliad

Salwdin (Stewart LRuss) Jus challenged the Rev, Canon
Richmowd, of Carlisle, to a debate in the columns of that
[llLl)U]‘.

The above-mentioned clevie, speaking of Mr, €. Watts,
sabd ot hie ought to he et somehuw or other,” and that
“pevhaps it was not wise to meet hin on the platform ;
but fremust be met, and Tis followers must be met”  As
the Rev, Canon objeets 1o the platfonn, Saladin othos the
CReview T ool

Cordiad Manning told ihe last Temperanee Congress
thart Clivistions * ave the only menon carth whe are stained
and shamaed by the manufietire and consumption off strong
drink. Indian, Qriental, and Chinese were bound by teir
religion not to take it and they enly broke through ke
rule where the Christian name had spread.”
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CHRISTMAS CALRDS,

g NEW SERIES OF VIEWS rOK 1854

A. D.

T

CARDS, which are now ready.

twelve colours.

XXK7 7T
Yv 1

CHROMO-LITHOGRAPHER,

AS much pleasure in drawing the attention of the pullic to Iis NTW CHRISTMAS
Most of the originals were patnted for this work
by some aof the best artists in the Colony, and the sketehes have been taken with the | Medourne
view of giving as great a diversity as possible of our grand awd pictiresue scenery. | )
new series have been prepared with the utnost care by the chromo-artist, and ave printed in | prepaid,
No expense and trouble has been sparad to maintain the reputation carned

T
j ) I_a I S,
WANGANUI,

The

by the publisher of producing the finest chromos in these Colonies, as acknowledged by the

principal newspapers.

5 D
On the DNart River (Otaga) 06
Mount Campbell - 06
The Kaikouras {Marlborough ... 19
Entering Milford Sound L0
In Milford Sound " 06
Paikakariki (Wellington) Db
Waitangi Falls (Bay of Islands)... 10
Waitakeri Falls (North of Auckland) 1 0
Lake Taupo ... 10
Lake Mavora (Otago) ... 10
Among the Ranges, Queensland (Otago)1l 0

The views in the series now on hand consist of—

REDUCTION

IN PRICE OF

B oD
Wellington Heads 1 0
Tyttclton Harbour 10
Timaran Breakwater . L 0
Port Chalmers and Otago Heads .. 1o
Ocean Beach, Thnedin 0 6
Breaksea Sound [ ]
Otira Gorge .. Lo
Tararu Ureek. .. 1
Bowen Falls, Milford Sound 0
Lntrance to Dnsky Souud 0 i
Head of Dusky Sound ... (I

LAST YEAR'S CARDS,.

In order to further increasce the sale of last vear’s canls, the publisher has decidal to

reduce the price of the large size to Gd cach, aml the small ones to Bl eacln
been cavefully veprinted this year, and many corrections tde in the dmwings.
3,000 of these vards were sold in Wanganui fast yvenr to send away o friends out of the .

They have

Colony, and the publishier is contident that when his new cards are seen, o mnst extensive

demand will arise.

Wholesale Agents for the Australian Colonies:—

BT MESSRS COWAN & 0O, Wholesule Statioucrs.

Wholesale Agent for Canterbury, Dunedin, and Southlwd - —

=7 ML

do BRAITIIWATITE, DBockseller, !’ililcdilt.:

And to be obtained from all the privcipal Bouksellers thronghout New Zealand.

KOHUN DROS,
PRACTICAL WATCHMARKERS,

JEWELLERS, & SILVERSMITHS,
WANGANUL

A Large and Varled Assortment of Watches,

Clocks, Jewellery, and Llectro-plate.

PRIZL TROPHIELS & TRIESENTATION
PLATE
Manufactured and Ingraved to Order on
the Shortest Notice !

Good Stock of spectucles, &
to suit all siglts,

RIS
Eye-glasses

WILLIAM  MITUHELL,
C;’Ll‘\.TER & POLRWALDING AGLENT,

ST, HILL Sreper, Waseaser,

Country Orders prowptly attended to.

JAMES THAIN & o,
RON & UARDWARDE MLERCILANTS,

1

American Goods, Agricaltura, Implements,

TavorTeRs uF—

Broshware, Lampsware, Paints, Qils, &,
? b J

Licensed Dealers ander Arms Act.

VicroRla AVENUE,
Taveo Quay, axo = Ll sreger,

WANGANUL

GRORGE  CALMAXN,

G_ROUER AND GENERAL
SLON  DEALER.

Boot wd Shoe Tinporter.

PLROVI-

VICTORIA AVENUE,
Wanuanui.

SHARPE,
:[_Z[A\'I.\'U left the Corner, hes removel

to New Premises next Baunk of New South

Walcs, Wanganui, where lie will be happy

to meet all his customers in future,

JAMES  LATRD,

WHOLESALE  AND RETAIL NEEDSAMAN
s

Tanpo Quay, Wanranul,
i =]

All seeds caurefully packed and forwanded

first opportunity,  Price Lists sent frec, al
every informaiion oo application.

S, MANSON,

O ENERAL STORMKLEEPER,,
x

Recnataiil Laxn,

Voooa N G oA N U T,
(And at Murimote)
FIAWIN ) KING,

FIYEACHER of Piavoforte, Violin, Coroe-
Music proviled for Dats,
Pawrns, Poesies, 2o, m town or conndyy,

pean, ot

DBRANS GIUSTRING TANDS,

BT King & Sous nnrivalled Oadville Band.

Avdemny of Musie, St. Hill street, Wanganui,

D
i oA ADAMS,
Witonrsyns axo v DPesres, Tanon,
AN Dtk i,

A T I

LELUT INMPORTEL.

r A

R

Over
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| D, MeLEOGD & Co.,

|

(ENERAL MERCHANTN,
x

AR R SRR N
LRIS PR W P I

Highest Prices given for Grain and Dairy
Produce.

P P -
New Zealand.
*TIHE LIBERATOR,

WEERKLY Radieal minl Frecthoneht
Paper. )

£

Faited by Josepl Svies,
Price 3d, Weekiy., Dost rree
| to any part of Anstradazin, 25 6d per uarter,
: %O, Orders made payalle to Wil-
‘{ Lin Andrade, 120 Swason =t Melbourne.
: AGENTS FOr NEW ZEALiND :

‘ Auckiand

- Chivistehureh
| Ihinedin

! Nelson
Tinm
Winganui

Al Canaphbell, Queen Sireet
Mr, —, 172 Colomby Strect
Jo Braithwaite, High Serect
W B West, Brifdue Strect
T Clhins
AL D Wi Caxton Bldngs,
¢ l'[\}l]'} YOUNG SECULARIST,

. AND

FAMILY FLRERTHOUGHT PATRERS
Published Monthly.  Price, 31 posted to
any of the Austrulian colonies, s 6d per
annun in amdvance,
120 Swapson Strech, Melhonme.

A DUWILLLIS, Agent, Wanganui.
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