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The Rev., T.

a lecture

Le AMenant Des Chesnals recently gave
the Theatre Royal, \ellington,
“ Animal Magnetism and Spirvit AMediums,”

in on
which
furnishes a striking example of the survival of modes
of thought among even educated theologinng, long ago
abandoned by the laity. After giving a sketeh of
AMesmer's carecr and theeries, the rev. gentleman said
it was absurd to compare the effed@s of magnetism,
“whether real or appoarent, with the miracles of the
*New Testament, or of those of the old
“3When," “did  spirit mediums restore
“Cgighit to the blind, hearing to the deaf, or raiss the
“dead to hife.”

saints.
he asked,

Allowing for mere trickery and the
effects of imagination, he declared that “in respect to
¢ Spiritualism, it was undeniable, from history amd
“osacred writings, that the spirits of the dead could be
“evoked.”  Admitting the reality of the “ marvellous
i phenomiena heard of so frequently,” which « it would
“Deunwise to deny,” he espressed his opinion that
sspirit medims were evidently as nueh under the
¢influcnce of the
“angels) tle
¢ ministers of Huddah

demon (a3 represented by fallen
ancient Magan priests

and Brabma”

A and  the
No doubt just
“ For that the cvoca-
“tion of spirits was an effedt of magic produced by

“the demon no one could deny.”

as much, thnt is just as Jitile.

“ In conclusion,”
satd the ledturer, <1 boldly say, from sincere cou-
“@ovidtion amd sclentific investigation, that Spiritiam
s one of the most daneerous eneines of the demon Lo
“ruin Christinnity and morality, Dringmy haeck ina
“new form Ulolatry or demon warship.”  Some of the
hearers of this must have been
reminded of the times of Apaleias, and hove theought

arvellous discourse

for o wmomcent that the zecomd? amd the nincteenth
century had somchow got spised. I S the Golden

¢ Ass ™ Lucius was by wagical ares chasged nto a
Was the romance of Apuleius typical of the

ultimate fate of dogmadic theology ?

donkey.

The ledture allnded 1o above gave rise to quite a
lively correspendence 1o the coluns of the * N, 7,
“ Thnes." Mr. Chantrey Flarvis, its proprictor, argues,
with considerable force, that when the Hev. M, Des
Chesnais' * finding himself face to face with the un-
“ogecountable, cvokes to account for
spiritualistic phenomena, he argues “ precisely as did
“the Scribes account  for  the

“1le hath
So with the
“PPaul, Panl, mueh learning hath made
“ithee mad,

Satanic aid ”
PPhavisces to
“phenomena praduced by Jesus Christ,
Gioa devil)

and

was the ery; “he s mads
“ Apostles.
To this sununary mode of dealing
with the subject JMr. Harris, as a leading Spiritualist,
naturally objects.  lle says:—%We Spiritualists are
“ ot mad, or, i olher words, under demoniac control,
© but speak the words of truth and soberness, inspired
We

“ have quite disearded the supernatural as a theo-

“ from the highest and purest natural sources.
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“logical fiction, This last sentence quite accounts

for the antagonism of the Catholic Church, only it im-
plies a very wide extension of the meaning of the term
natural; and another writer, signing himself ¢ Investi-
“eator,” scemis to admit the truth of most of the
supernatural elements 1 the Bible.  Practreally, the
Spiritualists have taken possession of the Biblical fort

aixl turned its guns against the churches. To out-
siders the whole proceeding is very funny. Idecause

certain residual physiolesical and psychological phe-
pi 5 3

nomena  cannet  at those

present be  explained,
Spiritualists who  discard the supernatural’ attri-
bute them to spirits, and those who accept the super-
natural, to demons, neither party having any good
ground for knowing what either spirits or demons are,
their laws of action, &c., their very cxistence being
purely hypothetical.  Thus they explain facts of which
they know little by fidtions of which they know less.
In this respedt the avcient Jews and the modern
Spintualists are very much alike.

“ Iather Des Chesnais in explanation ” is the head-
imzx of another letter to the ¢ N. Z. Times, in which
the Rev, Tather replics te ** Investigator V' in the best
theological style, heaping up authorities agalnst him
which ke is pleased to call scientific, such as “ Dupo-
“tet's Mysteries of Magic Unveiled " {Jarge edition,
pPp. 50-153), Lecanu's < History of Satan,” Brownson’s

“Spirit Rapper,” Gougenot des  3ousseaux, Phe-
nomena  of  dMngle, and  Ancient  Spiritism,  the
Mediums of Magie, the MWays and Manners of

Demons i the Nineteeuth Century, and J. E. Alir-
ville, one of the greatest authoritics on this subjedt, in
his ¢ Flueidic Manifestations, Profene and Sacred
“ Alanmfestations, Appanitions, &e.” (DParis, Wattlier
and Co., Gvols. gte, 1h03); “ The History of the Devil,
Ancient and Aaodern,” &c., &c.
“had read these worlks,”

« 1f ¢ Investigator’
concludes the good Father
triviphantly, “ he would not have aftirmed, as he did,
“that my opinion was unigue, unscriptural, and not
“n accordance with fadts,” and he then proceeds to
batter him with citations from Scripture aud logical
deductions from certain texts, The controversy is
wound up by a letter from ¢ Investigator,” inserted ag
as advertisement, which, if a harsh, was also a prudent
act on the pare of the editor, as there 8 no reason why
a corresponnence of this sort should not run on for
ever.  The world is full of books, which, from those of
the Shoolmen to the latest production of a medium
under ¢ contrel,” “« Earth
o Flattener,” can be made to furnish authorities and a
show of reason for any absurdity, and even the dire®
mterrogation of nature, if undertaken “in a prayerful
“spirit,” as ¢ lnvestigator” recommends, may lead to

or the last essay of an

cqually Tatlacious results. The scientific spirit, which
aims at exadt truth and draws o sharp distinétion
between a fadt and an inference, 1s not yet sufficiently
diffused to malke the researches of untrained amateurs.

of much value wlhen they form “ harmonious circles”
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to investigate obscure phenomena in which
an intense personal interest, Even a dodtor
thinks it is unwisc to prescribe for himsclt,

they have

a often

[f we are not mistaken in the identity of #* Asmodens,”
the writer of those netes on social and other matters
headed “ Round the Corners,” in the paper quoted
from above, thore is a cause for his dislike to T'ree-
thinkers who dJo not happen to he Spiritualists,
“ Enjoying the fullest liberty,” he says, © those stupil
“ Frecthought people are degencrating into license,
“ But the other day they shricked and clamoured for
“the right of private judgment, and to be permitted to
“entertain particular Now,
“these privileges, they turn round and, kicking up
¢ their heels at all and sundry, disclose the cloven hoof
tiof the severest dogmatism and utolerance, and openly
“encer at and deride all who do not think cxadily as
"“themselves, They don't consider other peopie’s feel-
*ings, not they, but deliberately say nasty things i
“advertisements, and wilfully, and of malice afore-
“thought, outrage some of the heliest feclings of their
“Hellow creatures.,”  Any wanifestation of malignity,
bigotry, or intolerance of fecling,
and does far more harm to the cause advocated than

views. having secured

is undoubtedly wrong,

Considering the example sct
by orthedoxy in all its forms, it {5 Little to he wondered
at, however much it may be regreited, if those wlho
dissent from received opinions occasionally fal. into a
similar error. It does not foilow, however, that all
modes of expression, or courses of conduu:, which
happen to hurt somz people’s feclings, are wrong,
The very existence of Freethinkers must Lurt a great
many persons’ feelings, and if no feclings
no reforms can be cffefled,  Certalnly, Christianity
has never shown the slightest tenderness to opponenis
in this respect.  The * churli

to that of its opponents.

must e hurt

ish pumt
Ophelia, expresses the attLLml [
church and its adherents with regard lo human fecl-
ing. The rule ciearly is that ne weadlss pain shall be
inflicted, but those who sulfr from it are not always
the best judges how much is required to produce the
desired eftect,

“atthegrave o

vavs takon tlie

-lA

Sydney Smith remarks: —«We are good  deal
“amused, indeed, with the extreme disrelish wlhich Mr,
# John Styles exhibits to the Inumour and pleasantry
“avith which he admits the dMethodists to have heen
“attacked ; but Mr. Jolin Styles should remcmbor tiat
it is not the practice with the destroyers of verniur o
“allow the little vidtims a #ef upon the weapons vsed
“against them.”
“people " have in some cases come to regand ¢ Asine-
¢ deus ™ and lus liles among the Spiritualists,

Sydney Smuth regarded the Metlodists, and © arccon-
“ vinced a little langhter will do ther moere Larm tha

i

Perbaps the “stupid Frecthought

i
“all the arguments in the world, The “nest of
fsanctunonious cobblers ' routel out by Sydney

Smith have their parallel in the gentlemen who form
“ harmonious circles,” and receive the revelations of
chairs and tables in a * prayerful spirit,”
strength of utterances lightly
disembodied  spirits—lor

and on the
to he those of
the facts,
there wre dozens of more rational explanitions of them

assumed
even  admilling
~—accept so much of the teaching of the Bible as ac-
cords with them, and ave in fact quite preparad to dis-
card the teachings of sctence and connuon

G0N=C

avour of worn-out superstitions patched up with new

fanaticisimn, A text and atable scom of cqual autherity,
and a futurs state of gibbering idicts afiords them the
“consolations of yeligion.”  Any altempt lo examine
the question dispassionately is discountenanced, in
view of the importance of re-establishing the dis-
credited dodivive of fmmortality. The oddest part of
the whole atfuir is that the histery of spiritism scems
almost forgolien, and its medern dupes have gaired
nothing from past expericice. An
SWestinster Roeview” for July and O
CoNpirits and Spiricrappie,” ol
CAsmodeus

siderabl

article In the
Stobor,

he

1c \ on

i

resel by

and  his credulous friends with con-

cadvantaye,

My, Joseph Syines iman able article in the Liberalor®
on “The Originality of Jesus ™ quotes rom a leciure of
the Bishop of Mclbowrne the following pas

e which
he says @ may very woll be inken to deseribe the posi-
“tion of himsell and the
¢ Ireethinkers,” In

chiurches 1 antagonism with

reading ot substituie
“scribes,” and an Athestic leciurer lor the Galilean
peasant : — “ Aen Ieoked up o thom reverentiy,

“and thought themssives honourad by

“selves with the dust of thoir feel)

Cdusting then-
Concetve, then,
“ the startied amazement, the inefizble scorn, of such a
“learned clique as this when it found
“ prasin 14 withont ils own learning, seizing i
foof myight, ]

which with

a yvoung Galilean
1 lis hand
Ihat snered
vs of tofl they hud succoeded in
kept the way of the Zee of i
toleraliic insult Lo them. It duplied that all

rendimg oway and sceatterir

r
“

hum»‘ o

AT

¢ Lailding, and which

1L was 1

“their learmug was oseless, and all helr pride
“eontemptilie. The scor and Ty of the clissical
“scholar of thoe lonet contury, when we heand some
“undicions seicatist call s acking ami eas Py of

verses uscless triting, would beas »

athivg t the rage

“of the JL\‘,mn seribe,  Tor the learaing of the seribe
“ws not only Ins wisdem, but woso his rolivion, 11
*owas the bey witl whiclh he oponad ar shat the kinge.

“dem of hoaven, the

Dys Ty 3
oy i

aowlich he hound on

men's colisticnees or tnlonsud those oblivations whicl

“regulated all Joewish thoughit and dife, To deride that
Flearning, to set it at now J o cast it ont as uscless
“lumber, yea, as god-disnorouring fulscliood, was to
“confound  thought, to hroak up socivty, to let in
“heathenism, to brine on the relen of chaos and
“ancient nightc They bad nourished o serpent in
Yhelr hosom. Whenee Lad he got his mipions

thonehs, Iis citthusiasm ?

THie m

deseleting TTe st be a

madman, oo demeninc, ust cither be wereod

destroyed, The more clearly we sce that 1o be e

fecling ol the Serthes and Pharisees, e nore readily
wo shall adept the merailul judgment of St

'eniccost e |

Peter, in
l'l«:- 4
lLln rs.

seeonl =erinon aller wot

Sorarongl rnornnce ye dud i as dild alsuvou

Whon for Ll fet the
moent furnishes us with the testimony of

Chrstian

Paley's slinple New Testo-

e orioinal

“Oowltnessts of Lhe wirncles ™ who reguired
much the same amount ol evidence ws most men would
requite to prove the truth of @ miracic o the present
day, we substitate the proved historieal fad, that llke
the old, the canon of the New Testiment was o oradual
growtly, it 16 at once appirent hat we are not deading
with direct testino 113 atall, butwith Leresay ovidenee,
only taking such definile form as we have in the four
Gospels towards L];L. cind of the sccoind ceniury,
siderivg the nature of Jowish traditon, e lenrred

ignorance and gross superstition which prevailed at the

Con-



Greek philosophy, we may be certain that myth and
fabl
facts too sacred to be questioned,
turn out to be fictions,

¢ form a large portion of whal Christinns regard as
Such facts usually

In the charadtertstic reply to the criticism of the
Duke of Argyle, by Tlenry George, in the July pumber
of the ¢ Nireleenth C::ntm'y,' alterinstancing a number
of heartless cases of evidtions and cruclUes perpetrated
npon th

¢ ITighland cottars and crofters,
Noone can read of the atrociiies perpetrated upon
the Scottish people during what 15 called the im-
proverent of the Highlands, witheut feciing sonie-
thing like utter coutempt for men who, lions abroad,
‘were such sheep at home that they suffered these
a2 blow, ecven if an in-
The reason of the
tame submission of the Hw]haud people to outrages
which shiould have nerved the most timid, is to be
found in the prestitution of their religion,  The
CIlighland people are a deeply religions people, and
v these evidtions their preachers preached to
them that their trinls were the visitations of the
submitted under
“penalty of cternal damuoation,”  This indidlment is
the heavier, coming from
Ilenry George,

he says —

[N

¥

foutrages w ithout stril mw
Aedtual

one, . . .

l‘ll‘lg

JELON

11

Aimighty, and must be to the

so orthodox a wriler as

tacking what he calls *the prostitution of their re-

“ligion,” 1s acling as iilogically as the man who expects

to Hnd < a grape on therns 75 or who should curse a

figtrecfornot bearing fruit out of season 5 for surely this,

wint e calls contemptible non-resistance o outrage

and wreng, shoula be the natural result of teaching,

founded o the divine conmmand *“that yeo resist not

©oevil, bt whoseever shinl smite thee on thy ri
“checek, wrn lo kim the other also)” No, no, MMr.
George D the  prostitution of relivion ™ does not lie in

v
the non-resi=tance of evil jor _1
pation
of the =clireliannt virtues aud ;s \111111&:3 which conduce
to true progress and civilisation,

wiosav the emanci-

fromy the Christinn

Cbat in the excrelse

Inthese days, when the bellel o

a D?lll‘ul"l' Liell is fust ]

or Jac

porsonal devil and
Leing relegated to the mythological

lo the Giant Wiler age, it is refieshing to And an

Anglican ciergvian holld enougll to warn his hearers,
v measwred terns, to boware of the wiles amd

cunning of the ornad, Loofed, and oxtailed gentleman.
This was lately done by the Rev, My Copinger, when
cond fysterieal movement in
the Aoghican Chureh at Marton, a small town alowt
thirty Wancanel, That such
should

ting a kind of revival or

niles from hell e

denunciations Le made by the ignorant and
fanatical seldiers of the Salvation Aruy is scarcely 1o
be wondered at; but when such o respectable and
apathotic body as the Auylican Churel: reverts to frst
principles, we hesin to wonder if the millennium is at
haswd, or that sccond comimyg of Clrist, so contidlently
prodicted by St DPaul and ot ler

and tounders of the

mistalken enthusiasts,
Christian faith. That there is a
great ovolution i belief now going on in the Protestant
Churches, caumot be devicd 5 and the ignoring by the
more cultured of these gross and cruel beliefs held by 3
the carly writers of the New Testament, 1s one of the
most strikinyg proofs.  However, we eannot but think
that the cergyman of whatever Cliristian se@ is the
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\
time, mingled as il was with the distorted reflediion of {
i
i

|

. |

Fovevers it seems to us that Henry George, in‘at- |
|

more honest and orthodox man, who day and night,
presents to lus heavers in unmistakeable language, the
horrors of the eternally damned !

That these vivid pictures of hell are believed in by
some few poor wretches, is instanced by the cases,
happily rare, of religious madness and murder. For
should the convidtion be bormne upen the mind, in all
its naied horror, that a man's own ehildren will in all
probability be burned eternally, what we say is more
commendable than taking the lives of these children
before they are old enough to commit a responsible
sin. Such a case as this did actually happen in
America a few years ago, and the church held up its
saintly hands in pious horror, and denounced the
murderer.  We hold that the Christian churches are
in many cases responsible for such atrocities, and that
they are rare is only because—~thanks to the spread of
Freethought and sceptism-—few people now believe
that their God is a demon.

‘The organ of the Catholic Church in this colony has

given reasons [sce article quoted in ancther column)
for “ making the education question the most important

“ofall” The Emperor Napoleon's words are repeated:
My duty is to hinder the morality of my people from
“ Leing poisoned, for Atheism is the destroyer of all
“morality,if not in individuals, at least among nations.”
On these words the « Tablet’ comments as follows :—
“AVith Atheism ruling ameng them, therefore, the
“mnation who will in the future inhabit New Zealand,
“will be an immoral nation, and no people can be
“ great or prosperous without moerality,”  The conclu-
sion logically follows from the premises, no doubt, but
as the propesition, that  Atheism is the destroyer of
“all morality,” is net admitted, the conclusion must be
fasiponed. More especially doces the proposition appear
a groundless assumption, when onc atheistic nation
cannot be pointed to to supply the experience wanted
to support it. On the other hand there is ample
expericace to prove that very religous nations have
Leen grossly immoral—it might be maintained that
the more religions the more immoral, The. city
of Rowe is an illustration of the fact that a great army
of pricsts, and a great many prayers, do not make the
people Tess lead, less depraved, than tiie
gceptical city of Europe,

n macst

The authority sclected s charming, Napoleon's
adinission that there might be a doubt about “ indi-
“viduals 7 destroys any force there may be in his as-
sertion. For asthe aggregate of individuals constitute
the nation, the aggregate of moral persons would give
us aomoral state, Dut we cannot accept the
such an authority as of a

dictum of
any value. His idea of what
was moral and immoral was so curiously exemplified
in his life and actions, that we should be inclined to
thizk his opicions on the subiect are things of which
the advocates of Christ mnity should be ashamed,
Napoleon, had he lved an ewrlier period of the
world's history, would have set himsclf up as a God,
and established a worship of himsclf, like so many
great conquerers. There are many traces of this in-
cipient worship, and we will givc one.  In one of his
letters to his wife, Josephine, this cgotist and moralist
says:—' I have a right to answer all your complaints
“byan eternal I T am a person apart ; I will not Le
“dictated to by anyone.” Now an * Eternal 1" ap-
propriately enough denounces Atheisny, for Atheism

in



denounces the worship of every “Eternal 1,7 and is
consequently cternally opposed to cvery usurpation.
It is a wvery high tribute to the morality of
Atheism to find that it docs net receive the sanction
of an ¢ LEternal I.” There is another * Liternal 17
situnted in the © Elernal City,” who demands some-
thing of the nature of worship in absolute obedience,
and 1t is the glory of Atheism that it wages eternal war
on this eternal representative.
republicanisn in politics,  Napoleon, who vivlated his
cath to the nation, has no moral cluim to speak with
authority on either subject. And all @ Ltanal 1T's™
arc usurpers.

Atheism in religion is

Passing Flotes.

A paragraph is going the round of the dailies to the
effedt that « General ™ Booth has issued an order that
every day, at 12.30 sharp, the soldiers of the Army
shail male the sign of the letter © 5,7 to signify that
thev are saved.

The New South Wales Episcopalian  clergymen
lately held a meeting to discuss the religious education
question.  The Primate, in opening the meeting, said
that ¢ he respected the conscientious epposition of the
Secularists, although he deeply grieved over it.” The
difficulty with the clergy secius to he that they canuot
get funds encugh.  They require £1,000, and ouly get
£400 to £500. Resolutions were passed urging the
necessity of religious education, and also requesting
pecuniary atd, The interest taken by the parents may
be guaged by the financial support accorded, while it
is evident, from the fact of their raising funds, that the
clergy arc not willing to perform the task without
payment.

Mrs, Besant, in the *National Reformer, says:—¢ A
Sir William Fox writes to the *New Zealand Times,”
charging me with advocating free love, and for evidence
relies on my having published the Knowlton pamphlet.
As Sir W, Tox quotes from the indid¢tment and from
the judgments, I am afraid that heis wiltully dishonest,
for he omits from the charge of the Lord Chief Justice
and from the verdiét of the jury the express declarations
which gave the lic to the allegation he makes. The
Knowlton pamphlet did not advocate free love, and 1
have never advocated free love, Sir W, Fox is
malictously wuntruthful.” The ¢ National Reformer’
adds :(—* We have to thank the Editor of the Fren-
THoUGHT Ruview for its carest reply to the coarse
attack by Sir W ox.”

In a specech made at Northampton after the recent
verdiet in the case of the Queen v, Bradlaugh, 3.
Dradlangh said :—* It has been said, and is said now
—whatever your views might have been, at any rate
you damaged your position by the letter you wrote on
May 2oth, when you said if you tock the oath you
would be using words that were ¢idie and wmeaning-
less,” and that in using those phrases you insultod
the House, and all people who held different views ;
and you are yourself to Dlame, and must accept the
punishment,  Now, it s cnrvious that the very words
of asservation which I said 1 regarded as ¢ wdic and
meaningless,” Lord Coleridge, in his charge to the
jury, sard © ¢ T agree with Mr. Dradlaugh that thesc
words are not a portion of the gath,””

In reviewing Dr. Neah Porter’s ¢ Christianity,” Mr,
Bradlaugh answers e author’s assertion that Christi-
anity *“gives life to hwnan society, It relines its
manners ; it perfectsits civilisation ; it renders its laws
more just aud thelr administration more perfeet; it
fosters and popularises education,”  “Iad,” asks Mr,
Tiradlaugh, it done this in France up to 17507 The
church was rich, the people pour; the nobles luxurious,
the masses ignorant, starving, and helpless; the ad-
ministration of justice wus a wockery.  Had it done it
in England up to 728, when court favourites of casy
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virtee nominated bishops, and men were hanged at
Newgate by the dozen for trivial offences? Had it
doncit in the United States in 1860, when the Northern
andd Southern Christians butchered one another by
thousands ? Or in Europe in 1870, when French and
Prussian Christians sowed the ficlds with corpses and
telegraphed praises to the Lord?  Ilad Christianity
fosteved and popularised edueation amongst the Lnglish
agricultural lnborers in 1365 2

The Syducy Telegraph,’ in reviewing the Stout-Vogel
ministry, had the following remarks on Mr Stout:—
“ My, Stout, the nominal Dremier, is unguestionably
the strongest ameng the younger politicians of New
Zealand, e is a very subtle debater, a lawyer of high
standing, an honorable opponent, a lover of all forms
of eulture, and—a very pronounced frecthinker.  As
a freethinker” Mr. Stout has never “stood behind a
tree.” lleis more than frank. he is aguressive. 1
openly fights with his side.  Never before has a man
who is avowedly hostile to the Churches held the office
of Premicr of onc of these colonivs.  The velations be-
tween him and the people will therefore e watched with
mnch interest. One thing, however, is certain: 3Mr.
Stout is a man who would {eel that he debased himself
i he allowed his personal views in regard to religion to
mfluence his public condnct.”

At a debate on ¢ Religion in Scheols ™ lately held in
the Technical College at the School of Arts, Sydney,
some nterceting speeches were made. The  first
speaker { Mr. Itose ) maintained that the State could
not teach a form of beliel which would e satisfactory
to all partics. He maintained that the principles of
morality had been sctticd for ages, whereas the prin-
ciples of religious beliet had been a subject of contention
for centurics, and the various sects hal not vet been
able to agree with respect o sueh principles. The
Ireethinkers, the Jews, the Unitarians, &eo., had as
good a claim to have their views represonted in the
school curriculum as have the Church of Envland or
the Roman Catholics, Under the old Denominational
systenn there was more immorality than at prosent.,
He contended that there wasa thivd party growing up
who claimed to he represented, and who objected to
haveany [ormof religious belief tanvht to their children.
Amongst the other argoments usced against the staie
teaching  religion were the following: = 3len had
differed on mutters of religion throurhout all time, and
probably wonld do so to the end of time: and hence no
religious doctrines onght to be taught in our schools,
becanse suel doctrines generated feelings of bitterness
and rancour.” By allowing any eclergvyman or any
persons delegated by clergynien tointerrupl the business
of State schools, the advantages of such schools would
be contracted.”

The Bishop of Mclbourne hins Iately expressed his
views on drmking, to an interviewer from a Svidney
paper. Dr. Moorhouse sald: 1 see that Alr. Booth
conslders the act m itsell o wicked one, and compares
it with the sin of thelt or murder. 1 do not believe
that the act itsel s aosing 114U was so every one who
sell=a glass of Hguor would be incarceraled o prison,
and the drinker would batrented asa receiver of stolen
goods.  Dweuld either go much farther or not so far,
I greatly admire those tectotaders who take the pledie
without any need for doing so. but merely for the sake
of cxample. T think that they ave acting on e lofticst
of Christian principles. Tiook the pledee when T was
A young man, and 1was for some vears a teclotaler,
It wis to e no sacrtilce ;. but my work was VErY CX-
hausting, and 1 was told by oneof the ablest phiysicians
that I must ather drink a glass of wine at dinner or
greatly dimnush my labours, ) It it right to take
wine rather than cripple myself in my worl, I 1 may
Ty 2 glass of wine, another may st i, and vet not be
committing a sin; for if it be sinful for 2 wan to sell
drink, it must likewise be sinful for me to buy it. The
busizess of o wine merchant or o publican, when
properly conducted, is nof in itself sinful, 1 think it
avery dangerous one. Liquor may be nseful 1o some
and deadly 1o very many. 1t has prodiced  more
misery and moral raine than almost any ot the evil
agenctes of civilisation.  On that account it is ncces-
sary to keep the trade under supervision,”
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The Old Testunent revision s now complete, but
is not to be published till Baster next, as Convocation
hive to approve of it first.

A short time age there were no fewer than six
theatres and public halls devoted te Irecthought
gatherings on Swnday evenings in Sydney,

Petitions agamst the praposed Blasphemy laws have
been presented o the General Assembly from the
Ancklaud - Rationslistic Socicty by the Hon, Mr.
Stout, aud frem the Wanganui Frecthought Associa-
tion by Mr, Levestan,

The fLiberal ' saye that now that small-pox has
broken out in Svdney there will be o shrick for more
vaceination, and it adds, = more filth instead of more
cleanliness.”  As vaccination is compulsory in Vie-
toria and optional in Now Sowth Wales, the contrasted
slatistics ought 1o Lell o tale if vacelnation affords the
protection claimed for it,

At the “weleome ™ tea meeting to the Daptist
minister in Wanganui lately, one of the speabers
dwelt very fovc:bly ou the flet that the Frec
in Wanganui were more than ordinarly aguressive,
and that they stuck well tewether 1o ther cliorts
aguinst Christianity,  The continual allusions nade to
Freethinkers from pulpits and religions platfors show
that the Chrisinns recagnice the fact (hat tliey cannot
now overiook the opposition of I'recthiniers,

Tn a late number of e ¢ Laberator,” Alr, T Symes
offers £20 to any person wiw can ielt the number of a
bank rote, the bank 1t is issued from, the valie of the
note, the title of the book in which the nole is placed,
and the vumbers of the poses Lovween which it
placed. The challenge remnins epen G110 Christions,
1fiv is possible to tell the number of 2 hask note under
one sct of conditions, why should it not be possible to
give ail the above particulars, though the cenditions
he different ?

TR
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Freethizkers, not ouly in New Zealand, but all over
the werkd, wiil wateh anxionsdy the progress of Sir
George Grev's © Alllmation in Lien of Oaths 1307
It witl be remonbored that st vear this measurs
passed the Lower Ilonse, but e Lords, in their
wisdoty, throw it out wod 0 romaios to Le o seen
wlhether they wi gain 1his vear. That s
toee that the ot wos dope wvav with no cne ean
doadt who s experienced the fornd and e

Lo so
!

l

manter 1 whicl it is generalihv administerad,
The Otago Chinese wission docs nol appear to be a

cal business, judging by aorenort in Jast
Un one Sonday “onlv one

e arthe Gospel this afroriool,” Auother

1 i 21 A " P L F .
siibsmye et whon ekl why oy did et go
o chureh they reply, = AL Don no goud—Nhim not

helong any el Oue Clivaman who Lud boes
buptised in Victoria i3 said to = have e or ro grasp
of the reality of Cliristaniiv, Chinanen are ot the
onlv persons who have (o plead ity 1t this respect,
Toe vesulis of e w

dnte ol e vrpended by s

slonirics 1 Uyving o comve et the = Leathen Clivee
are seemiinggy nil ond possihic the cloof remline
AN Tepurts iy foel U s who give lo toreisn

Lilaslon

Fies Ly elteire
realiy sa

tisfudtory,

vieiner the resuits are cver

At the recent sittings of the District Court in Wan-
ganul an mdicunent for perjury was laid against one
who had given false testimony,  The document wis
full of the ordiiary legal teehmiealitios, but most pron-
nent were the plivsses which set forth that the aceused
“had notthe fear of God before his eyes,” and that he
Ead committed thiis erime ¢ to the great displeasure of
Almigity God.” It was proved ta the satisladtion of
tie ey that pesiury had been committed, hut if e
cliuses mentioned are of any use, it should Lave been
proved that he was guilty in these respecte, It they
are not of any real use, why should they not at once be
dispensed with? The oath is the source of the trouble,
If aflirmations only were demanded, the penalties for
“ bearing false withess " could remmin as now, and the
above meaningless forms would be for cver done away
with 1 our courts of justice.

= - B — s

Under the heading of « The only Tirm Feundation,"”
the Dunedin Tablet hasthe following: “AsweRhave been
Aecused of makiog an attempt to ijure the weifare of
the Colony in making the education question the most
unportant of all, and that te which every other should
give way, it is incumbent on us to show that we act in
good faith, Lelieving that on the education question the
velfare of the colony hangs.  We shall therefore now
guowe the decisions of twa men of great cminence as to
the necessity of the Christlanity which itis undoubtedly
and with open acknowledgement sought to destroy by
means of secularism. The'fivst of the men we speak of
Is the Emperor Napoleon, who said, in reference to the
atheistic advocacy of the astronomer, Lalande i My
first duty is to hinder the morality of my people from
being poisoned, for atheism is the destroyer of all
morality, if net individuals at least among nations.”
With atheism ruling among then, therefore, the nation
whowillin future inhabit New Zealand will be an immnoral
nation, andno peeple can be great or prosperous with-
out morality.  The second of the men we allude to is
the great Lacordaire, who thus accounted for his
cunversion from Ireethonght to Christianty:— T hayo
reached Catholie belief throuzl social “belief; and
nothing appears to me better demonstraled than this
argumenti—3oclety is necessary, therefore the Christian
religion is diving ; for it is the nleans of bringing society
to iis true perfection, adapting itself to man, with ajl
his weaknesses, and o the social order in all its
conditions.” Weelaim, thereflore, andon high authority,
that in making the cducation questien the first of
all, we are endeavouring to establish, on the only sure
and wnfailing foundation, national morality and the
social order—without whose establishment ali other
measures, whalever may be their wisdom or necessity,
would be vain and worthless,”

Inthe ¢ N.Z. Presbyterian’ for September is a lead-
ing article on the Dunedin Young Men's Christian
Association, which places very  strongly before its
readers the reasons for the decline of that institution,
for that it is declining the report of the Association
itsclf acknowledges, The ‘ Presbyterian’ states four
reasons for this:—1, “It has not been true to its
designation, It is neither of young men ner for young
men—Iit s composed of young nen, fathers, and grand-
fathiers, and has in 1o special sense cither banded
young men or helped young men,” 2, ¢ It hag taken
upon itsclt fundtions which do not Lelong to it It
made itsclf, for cxample, a tribunal for fle trial of
Leresy, and excommunicated a member, or more than
one, and I a very summary way, because he believed
he could hold Christianity along  with evolution.”
3. It has allowed itself to be too deeply tinged with
the spirit of an exclusive pictism,” 4. % The Associa.
tion has never made clear to itself for what purpose it
exists,”  The article coneludes by giving advice to the
membersof the Association to re-organise if they desire
suceess, but it also adds—s [t g open to question
whether these societics are suceessful except In large
centres of population, where materials are abundant
for all institutions, whatever may be their

Nk
Crietiys,

_ | idiosyn-
The fuilure of such institutions has been a
notieeadic fact all throuch the colony, as instanced in
the eise nader consideration, and al Now Plymouth,
where the Ottines have kil 1o be sold, and in the
moribund association in Wanganul,  The first reason
gven by the * Presbyterian ’ reminds us of a speaker at
a Y.ALCUAL tea meeting, who said he did not know
why i was called v Young Men's ™ Association, unless
itwere that as the members were cither TERy youhg
men or very old men, it was considered the average
age might be put down as eing young,  Not knowing
for what purpose such socioties may exist, we can quite
belicve that they would defight to have a heresy hunt,
amd no one more heretical could they have Toumd than
one who tried (o hold evolution and Christianity to-
gether. The ¢ Presbyterian ' tells us that no chorch
weuld have done this,” Probably net now, but it ig
not so long ago that they would have done something
simiiar, and, even now, the clergy as a whole do not
hold with evolution. But the question really is, can a
wman be a Christian and an Evolutionist af the same
time? If so, whereabouts in his creed does Le place
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the six days creation, the fail, &c.? The third and
fourth reasons call for no special remarks at our hands
when the orthodox ¢ Presbyterian® makes them.

The farce of ordering children committed to Indus-
trial Schools to be brought up in some particular
religion was made manifest at Christchurch recently,
Two children were committed to the Burnham Indus-
trial School, and the R.A. enquired as to their re-
ligion. It was said that they had been in the habit of
attending the Salvation Army, but asthis sect was not
represented in the institution, His Worship declined to
malke an order that they should be brought up in ac-
cordance with the teachings of that body. ¢ Finally,”
says the ' Press,’ ““ it was discovered that at some time
the children had attended a Presbyterian Church, and
the order was made accordingly."

c%acncc ﬂutca

Multiplex telegraphy is occupying great attention at
the hands of electricians. Delany's system is mar-
vellous. DMoreover, the possibility of “tapping™ the
wires, and deflecting the message that is being sent
(so much in vogue in recent campaigns), is now rendered
impossible.  Onelineof telegraph will henceforth serve
two towns of ordinary size, and it is expected the
nuisance of the spider’s weblike crossings of telegraph
wires overhead will shortly be abolished. 1t is said
that with six Morse circuits the Delany system is
capable of transmitting zll that thc most expert
operators can send. No fewer than 72 independent
circuits have been rccently worked by one wire,

The planet Saturn has been very brilliant of late,
and placed well in the sky for observation. Two
French astronomers, Messrs. Paul and Icenry, were
fortunate enough to distinguish, outside the known
established rings of the planet, and around the principal
or Cassini's diviston, a new ring, brilliant and perfectly
defined. This has not hitherto been perceived. They
think that Encke's division (indicated in most if not
all the published drawings of Saturn)is the result of
an optical illusion, and that the phenomenon would
be produced by the brilliant ring they have just
discovered,

We have not quite scttled the matter of the phe-
nomenal sunsets, which, unlike anything else meteoro-
logical, appear to have been observed all over the world.
Mr, Prince, a well-known meteorologist, thinks they
were due to the crystallisation of salme particles from
masses of sea-water ¢jected in the form of vapour into
the upper regicns of the 1tmoqphu e by the cruption at
Krakatoa, and afterwards diffused above large portions
of the earth's surface. He thinks the faét that the
greatest displays have Dbeen secen during the coldest
weather can only be accounted for on the theory that
the crystallisation of saline particles is a great factor in
their produdtion.

M. Pasteur, since publishing his report on inoculation
for rabies, has received communications from peeple in
every part of the world who have been bitten by dogs,
and over whose lives hangs the terrilile possibility of
madness. To such people the news that inoculation
will act as an antidote to the poison lurking in the
systermn must come like a gospel. They are, according-
ly, offering themselves for inoculation. Numicrous
French medical students, also, with that reckless
courage for which they arc remarkable, have coffered
themselves for experiment.  Lut M. Pasteur has de-
clined them all, for he 1s not as yet ready to proceed to
the human subject; so he confines his experiments to
his dogs, which just now must be having rather a lively
time of it. And yet 3 Pasteur is one of the most
Lumane of men, notwithstanding the calumny of his
detractors, and doubtless inflicts no more pain than he
can help.  He tells us he *could never kill a bird {or
sport,” but that he docs not hwsitate lo do so in the
cause of science.  DBut there are people whe imagine
that sport has cluinis on animal life whicli science has
not!

Expu’iments have recently been made at Harvard
' College, in the United States, with a view to test the
value of Electric changes in the atmosphere as in-
dications of coming \\Lathu changes,  The obsu-
vations have been very satisfactory, althou"h they are
not full encugh to justify conclusions. Lomm'r changes
in the direction of the wind, rainy w u]u‘ and
approaching storms are all fou_to Id by the apparatus,
The latter 15 that substantially devised by Sir William
Thompson. 1t photographs cvery change in the clec-
tricity of the air, and also indicates the degree of change,
America has all alony taken a leading pust in meteor-
ology, and promises to maintain it,

Professor  Welssmann, a distinguished  German
naturalist has recently published a work on the

Perpetuity ff Life, in which he shows that single-celfed
animals cannot be said Lo suffer deatd, inasmuch as
there 1s no obscrvable end to their })]LLSLS of develop-
ment, as compared to the death of the higher many-
Ccllul ammals,  In the Pretzea there arises an un-
ending series of Individuals, cach one of which is as
old as the species itself.  Conscrquently, natural death
only occurs 10 many-celled organisms, and not among
the single-celled ones. The professor maintains that
life is a perennial and not a periodically interrupted
state.  When it was first introduced on the earth it
went on without interruption, only its form changed,
aid the individuals of all, even of the hivhest {forms
which are hiving to-day, have descended In unbroken
continuity from the oldest promeval forms.

The great comet of 1832 has proved to be one of the
most lnteresting which has appeared for many years,
The American astronomers paid espeeial attention Lo
it, and three of them calenlated its orbit, but ther
calculations by no means agree, one making it o be
7127 years, the next 7939 years, and the third 54301
years.  The peculiar nature of the nucleus of the comet
1s alleged to be the cause of this uncertainty in cal-
culating the period of its orbit. Tnstead of being a
single bright body, the nuclens was composed of arow
of small nuclel, By supposing ils peried to he 751
3'c:u‘¢: it would coincide with the bright comets which

appeared  at that distance In Ume 1 1132 A, and
pl.L,\IOU&l) in 370 n.c, of which there are historic
accounts.

Mr. AMathierw Willilams contends that arsenic taken
internally in very small quantitiesis an antidote agamst
malaria and epidemics, and he cven goes so far as to
recommend that fever hospitals should be regularly
supplied with arsenical vapour. He states that if he
hived in New Orleans, or any other lever-stricken place,
he should cover the walls of his rooms with highly-
charged arsenical papers. Trem some published re-
scarches of well-known Ltadinn physicists, 10 appears
that railway drivers, firemen, guards, porters, &c.,
engaged upon the lines which traverse the malarial
districts of the Campagna, where exposurce for a single
night is usually followed by a dangerous attack, have

been supplicd with arcentec in increasing doses, antil
the latter reached eight millegrames dailv. This

treatment has proved marvellously cflective, not only
in withstandimg the malarvia, but in curing people al-
ready altacked by it as wello Ao Williams recom-
mends that the hotels in the vieinity of the Campagna,
the Pontine Marshes, the Marvemma, and all other
malarious or fover striken regions, should he papered
throughout with brilliant-green arsenical wall papers,
and painted with © Scheele’s green,” or other sinnlar
arsenical pigment,

At Cardiff, My, Bradluugh addvessed 2,500 persons, and
received o most enthusinstic greeting,

A few months ago we noticed in these colmnng the fuct
that the Dunedin City Council had granted the use of their
Town Hall for the Frecthought Couference and now we have
to mention that the Cheistehurelr City Connedl Lave decided
to allow “Ivo” to give Freethought leetires in the Theatre
Royal on Sanday evenings, amd also toallow a charee to be
made at the doors, I the sane pavagvapl of o Christelhoreh
paper which mentions this, we notiee that the City Couneil
decided Lo take steps Lo stop the Salvation Avwy processions
and band playing.
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The Nelson Ireethought Society lhave taken a step
which shows that they are progressing. Two rooms
Lhave been bullt adjomning the hall in swhich their
meetings are held, one of these is used as a public free
library, and the other as a reading and class room.
One noticeable feature i the library 1s that the Dible
and PPrayer hook arc placed on the table, and it is in-
tended that they should remain there.

We have received a letter from Mr. L. Macneill,
President and Hon. Sec. of the Picton Ifreethought
Association, from which we are glad to lcarn that
satisfactory progress is being made there.  One member
has demonstrated his enthusiasm by building a new
hall for the use of the Association, in which meetings
are held every Sunday., Mr. Macnelll says:—“Qur
cause scems to be looking up, and I think we may
reasonably expect a great addition to the ranks of
Freethought. 8o mote it be.”  We should like to hear
more frequently from Picton,

WELLINGTON FREETHCGUGHT ASSOCIA.

TION.

Mr. V. Tyrrell, Secretary of the above Association,
supplies the foliowing notes :(—

Our cause is gaining strength in Wellington,  Since my last we
have had a gentleman (Mr. Sawkins) lechwring for us, under en-
gagement fora course of four lectures, viz., **The Reign of Law,”
“The Secret of Bnglanl's Greatness,” < The Shams of Christianity,”
andd *“Judas and Jesus—a Cowmparizon.”  With these lectures our
membership has inereased, awd if other Soeieties can engage with
this pentleman they will very much tend to Jorward their
strengel.  His berms ave liberal, and, like Mr, Crook, he will work
with the Assoeiations.

Our choir is steadily progressing, and we have also formed a
dramatie cludy i connection with the Socieby, whiclh will tend to
further us with the vounger members, who vequire something
niore to keep them alive.

T am sorvy to say we cannet form a Lycewm yet for children.
What we require is two or more good teachers, which, nnfortun-
nately, ab present we are daeficient of, but we hope to get them in
time.

Yours truly,
W, Tyeuenn, Sceerctary,
Lyceuny, sept. 18, 1854,

NELSON FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

We have much pleasure in publishing the subjeined
letter from the Seerctary of the Nelson Ireethought
Association :—

Sth,—Sinee my last commuuication T am happy tosay our Assovi-
ation is still progressing. At our lust quarterly mecting our
accounts stood, as heretofore, with a faiy cagh balance in its fuvoar,
We ave lately had completed o readimg room and library, whiclyjs
apen e, ‘This stap, there is every probability, will be the means
of spreading Freethonght principles, also of encoursging our wembers.
There are many signs of the progress of the movement gaining
ground vutside the Association. We have now on the Educational
Committee nomajority of one, aml at the lust election for our Lepre-
sentative in the Parliament House, a Mr. Piper, who is connected
with the Cliristian Yeung Men's Association, a member of the Blue
Ribbon Arwy, and supporter of the Salvation Arwy, was defeated,
Ay, Levestamn having obtalned more than two fo ene vetes ; and
Quring the last week the same gentleman (Mr. Piper) was defeated
as o vindidate fur a City Cowncillor by Mr, Robertson, a stanuch
well-known Preethinker, and a Committeeman of our Assoviation,
by a majority of 64 per cent. T also saw, to my surprise, on the
reading room table at our [nstitute four mumbers of the ‘Seevlar
Leview,” which | have not scen on any previeus oceasion.

since the return ef owr Presideat from his tour, which he had to
fake fov the benetio of iis health, he has deliverad some very excel-
[ent lectures to audiences well tilling our Halll  Iu o short time
Mr. lsnae Selby will visi® us, aud will deliver some lectures in our
City.

Althougl we ave quict in eur work, there are visible signs in
many 4irections tliat it is not euly telling, It felt, by the orthodox
parcky, and we cannot help thinking that it is not many years since
that two such staunch men ag Mr, sStont and Mr. Balance would
Liave been kept out of the honourable position they now occupy in
our House of Representatives,

1 heg to acknowledge through your columns the receipt of suudry
packets of literafure from owr mutwal friend, ** Buve Dexen,”
and wishing all such sincere friends to the cause long life, health,
awd prusperity,

I rewmain, &e.,
Low. Praven,
Hon, See, Nelson ¥ AL
Sepl. F8th, 183t
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CANTERDBURY FREETHQUGHT ASSOCIA-

TION.

The foliowing is AMr. I'. C. Hall's report for the past
month :—

f‘,u‘t,—Om' month’s work has heen as follows :—Aug, 17,
¥ Bpirituaiism, the Latest Superstition,” by * lvo” (second);
Aug. 24th, “Two Dattleticlls,” by “lvo”; Ang, 31, ¢ Two Ad-
dresses at the Scventeenth Amniversary of the Boston Tree Te-
ligious Association,” by Mr. F. C. Hall; Sept. 7, * Humanity
persis Spicitwalism,” by “Ivo” (thied}; Sept. 4 (at the Theatre
Reyal), ** Who are the Infidels?” by “Ive.” This lecture went
grandly, and was well applanded,  There were between 300 and
400 present.  ““Ivo's” three lectures attacking ‘¢ Spiritualism
grve very great satisfaction, and has tended, I Dbelicve, to many
giving up wasting their time on this thing,

The third nnnual meeting of members took place at the Hall on
Thursday, 4th September.  There was a good attendance. Mr. C.
J. Lae was voted to the chair.  After approval of the minutes, the
Treagurer read his statement of accounts, which showed a balance
in hand, after writing off £14 to the piano fund, of £20 1s 20. The
following officers were clected for the year ensuing:—Mr. W,
P'ratt as President, Messrs. G J. Rac and R. Pepperell as Vice-
Presidents, R. Pepperell as Treasurer, T, . Hall as Secretary, B.
Button as Musical Director, J. M, Thompson as Choir-master,
Thos. Williams as Choir Sceretary. Committees :—Library - A.
H. Maclean, C. Scholfield, and B. Bull. Genernl—Messrs, Bilt-
cliffe sen. and jun., ¥. Pepperell, R. Brown, BE. George, J. Little,
8. Parker, and J. Brooks. Votes of thanks were passed to out-
going officers and committee, also to the lady superintendent and
to the lady pianist of the Children’s Lyceum,

Yours faithfully,

F. C. HaLy, Secretary,
Christchureh, Sept. 20, 1884,

AUCKLAND RATIONALISTIC ASSOCIATION.

The work of the Auckland Rationalistic Association
for the past month is thus summarised by Mr., W, C.
Dennes, Hon, Sec. of that body :—

Sik,—The Auckland Rationalistic Association have continued on
in the even tenor of their ways since my last monthly veport, and
very little of a public nature has ocentrved that would interest the
Trecthought or any other hody.  That encrgetic young advocate of
TFreethought, whose promise inthe future, if he sticks to it, is de-
cidedly encouraging {I speak of Mr. Isaac Nelby), gave us his fare-
well lecture Jast Sunday week., It was one of the best of the series,
aud drew a very good house—good in respect of numbers and
liberality. TFor two Sundays past we have given excellent pro-
erwmmes of music and vecitations, in addition to the lectures,
liaving been nssisted by several members of the Diamatic Troupe,
who are genervally very willing helpers in the canse of Freethougit,
without making any specific charge at the door, but reminding
visitors by advertisement that a voluntary gift of a shilling was
expeetied as they entered.  The plan, so far, has exceeded our ex-
pectations, and I believe as much money lhas becn tnken as by
making a fixed charge, aud also as large andiences got together, It
is the intention of the execntive of the Association to communicate
with the Government on the subjeet of charging for admission,
previeus to bringing on a test case.  As our late member for New-
ton (Mr. Wi, Swanson) puts it, it is a great shame thata private
individnal, or small body, should be put to heavy expensesinorder
to find ont what the law is. We are o law-aliding Association,
but the diffizulty is—we do not know what the law is ¢

Our belligerent young lecturer, My, Isaac Selby, has had the
presumption to challenge the bishops, priests, and deacons of
Christ’s varions churches in Auckland, without finding a single
ehampion of the faith cither able or willing to come forth,

We still steadily increase in numbers, and, [ trust, by the end
of our fivst year's existence as an Association, will number two
lindred,

Yours, &,
W. C. Dexxes, Hon. Sec,
Aunckland, Scpt. 19, 1854,

WANGANUI FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION,

The following is the report of the proceedings of the
above Asseciation for the month :—

Siw,—During the past month there has been little of importanco
to report.  The usual Sunday evening attendance has beon about
the average. The Dresident gave a most interesting lecture,
0. 8. Mill's Life and Vhilosoply,” which was listened to with
greab inturest, as the speaker had evideatly taken a great deal of
trouble to make himself acquainted with the subject, One of the
mewbers, at the following mepting, read a paper on * Paineg's
Political Writings,” whicls had been prepared with great carc.
Other papers ansd readings by the members have nlso heen given.

We are mueh indebted to one of onr members for the trouble he
lias taken to prepare a large number of pretiily-painted shields, on
which are inscribed the nunes of prominent Freethinkers, past and
present.  Fach shield is surmounted with two fings crossed, which
has o most pleasing effect.  These shields are placed on panels all
routul onr {lall.

[ mueh regret to say that one Scerctary has sustained a bereave-
ment in the loss of his only child,  Personal friends and a large
number of the Association met the coffin at the cemetery gate, and
followed it to the grave, This is the first occasion on which a Free.
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thought funeral hias taken place in Y‘Vnngauui. Our President, ina NEVW ZEATLAND CHRI STMAS
most impressive manner, read *° Whenee and Whither,” by Colouel

Ingersoll, which was writtcn by him on the occasion of the death CARDS,

of a child in 18582,

Mr. Pharazyn said he had been requested to say a few words on
this melancholy occasion, etherwise he would have preferted to
keep silence, as the truest expression of sympathy, for he could not
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pain and sorrow. Those left to mourn their loss know this also, colours,  No expense and trouble has been spared to malutain tl.m
that, great as their present grief may he, time is the great consoler, 'rupututmn‘ mm}cd by the publisher of pru:lnumg_ Ll_u: tinest chirvinos
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PROGRESS.
Tur idea, that it is the fundtion of Conservatism to

resist, in oulu that progress may bhe constant, has
taken a prominent place in the minds of many of the
vreatest philosophers ot the age. This doctrine applied
to religion means that a clinging to orthodoxy prevents
a revolution which would sweep away all that is
beautiful and holy in the religious hife. It is one of the
unmistakable principles of organic life that it should
tend Lo preserve its own existence
the individualistrue of the race. The same law applies
to thought. A man’s idea is a part of himself, and he
uatmally clings to it as a part of his being. It is also
his own, his propcrt) , and to part with it, unless it be
compensated, 1s a surrender of the means of existence
upheld by the law of self-preservation.

[t follows from this that a small reform 1s more casily
clfected than a great one; that a series of small reforms
are accomplished moere rcudily than one reform of the
saine equivalent as the series. The principle of com-
pensation must come in Lo satisly the conservative mind
that what he is parting with will be more than restored
in some cther form. When this stage of thought is
attained, there arises the liberal desire to advance,
andd then o coalition of ideas takes place Dbetween
conscrvatism and liberalism.  The conservative cling-

and what s true of !
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mg to old forms, with the liberal movement in the
direction of modification and change, are the con-

stant phenomena  of social, poliliml and religious
movements, The feeling of lhe Conseivaiive 1s
that what he is used to and has virtually

formed a part of his existence, is necessary to soc1ety,
which would be mjured by any attack on one of iis
essential principles.  Tor that to which habit has
accustomed us is commonly accepted as true and ne-
cessary. The conviction of the Liberal is arrived at by
an inteliectual process that advancement must take
place from changes adapted to new wants and varying
circumstances.  But this intelle@tual conception is
itself largely indebted to one of the most obvious and
certain laws of Nature. The laws of the Medes and
Persians that changeth not, were in flat contradiction
to the principle which made change itself throughout
nature a law more impericus than any ordinance of an
Lastern despotism, The Medes and Persians wor-
shipped conservatism, and denounced the comple-
mentary element of progress as a false god whose priests
were the enemy of the State. The result was national
decadence and death,

But let us consider the other extreme. Nihilism
connotes all that is destructive of existing social and
political conditions. (It ie said that it stops short of
the religious in Russia, where many of the condemned
Nihilists have been careful to have the prospects of
their future existence assured through the intervention
of the priest). Now it will be seen that the Nihilist
occupies the opposite pole to the Conservative, who 1s
governed entircly by his feelings. He is convinced

~that his lot is bad, and that it can only be improved

by the abselute destruction of all that exists. If he
could only make a clean swecp, there might, in his
imagination, be substituted a state of things which
would realise an approach to a perfect ideal. He
imagines society cannot be worse, and might be better,
it is hardly nesessary to criticise such doctrines, It
may, however, briefly be observed that society is the
resultant of the action and interaction of all its units;
and if the Nihilist began to reconstruct from the
foundation, he weuld find the same elements suiting
themselves as before to the laws of their being and of
their environment, Nihilism in Russia 1s met by a
hard and fast conservatism as rigid and unyielding as
that of the old Eastern empires: and thus the two ex-
tremes of thought are in violent conflict.  On the one
hand we have the worship of ancient traditions as
factors of national strength.  On the other, the worship
of an ideal which gets rid of the past altogether, and
sets up an cbject apparently perfect because divorced
from all that has goue before.

It would be unphilesophic to say that progress may
not be the resultant of this conflict, Tor it is difficult
to say that a mild liberal demand for reform would
have any material effect in overcoming the resistance
of a form of government founded on the conservation
of existing privileges.  The emancipation of the serfs
shows that resistance may lead to a revelution, for the
act of the autocrat n frecing his serfs was as much a
r(,\olution as if the scrfs themselves had won their
priviieges by the sword. The deduction indeed is that
if we find a conservatism which accepts the Medo-
Persian law, we may expect a Nihilism which displays
itself cither in practising the Gospel of Dynamite, orin
proclaiming the freedom of many millions of serfs.
The landowners clung to their traditions, and looked
with wonder and alarm at the action of the Autocrat
become Nihilist,

In most constitutionally-governed countries, where
play is given to all the forces, there can be neither one
exureme nor the other.  Conservatisin is modified by
the intellectual conviction that traditions are not
always necessartly good and wholesome. There is
established in consequence an intellectual hierarchy
which preaches change as the herald of progress, and
modification as the law of ultimate perfection. In this
respect evolution in politics has long been accepted as
the vital principle of the IEnglish constitution. The
Conservative instinct of clinging to old forms and
existences has required that all proposed changes shall
be carcfully examined before adoption; while the
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liberal ardour for improvements has overcome the
resistance at the weakest points—the places where
progress requires that the advance guard of reform
should enier.

In religion, we have long had in the West the
oligarchic and Nihilistic conflicts of the North. A
priesthood, ready to condemn to everlasting punish-
ment every man who dared to question the Medo-
Persian law, long maintained a reign of absolutism,
subject however to periodical outbursts of Nihilism.
But the intellectual strides of modern criticism, pro-
tected by the spirit of liberty in politics, has sapped
the authority of that most ancient of despotisms, the
wielder of supernatural power, allowing Liberalism to
assert its authority. The best aspect of the Conserva-
tive factor, and its only uscful one, is to defend ail
that it thinks worth defending in religious systems.
In clinging to the supernatural it may do an uncon-
scious service to humanity in preserving, for instance,
the feeling of reverence for age and character, and so
expand the higher morality which some call worship.
As point after point of the untenable is yielded, the
iconoclastic force, which is aggressive in proportion as
conservatism is unyielding and dominating, will be
transformed into a reforming Liberalism, constructive
rather than destructive in its effects, and acquiring a
positive character and teliefs of its own. The churches
themselves may one day become Temples of Humanity
in which a hell-fire and the wrath of an idealised
Eastern despot in the character of Jehovah, will have
gradually been replaced by the necessity of purity
of life and that duty each onc owes to tlic society of
which he is a member,
human nature will have the credit of preserving some
of the good, notwithstanding the fact that it has re-
sisted the process of elimination which has been
necessary to the result.

THE CITU]

TURCI ON “ BAD BOOKS."

Tue Napier ¢ Daily Telegeapl’ of the 23:d ult. contains the
report of a sermon by the Rev. Fatlier Cussidy, which, asit
is typical of much that passes for argument—both in the
Catholic and Protestant Churches—against Freethought, is
worth examination. Taking for his text the words © And
*“ their speech spreadeth like a cancer ” (IT Timothy, 11 ¢,
17 v.), the Rev. Futher dilates with much eloquenee npon
what is generally called modern progress. To judze from
his opening remarks, one would suppose that his SYII-
pathies were entirely with it, and that we had at Last fonnd
that rare avis-—a priest, who was also a Libcral, “This,”
he says, “is the age of advancement—the reign of progress
 —the century of invention. It is a time when the mind
“and will of man look round for new fields of activity, new
“ fielda of labour, pushing the limits of their knowledge wnd
“ desires favther and farther into the vewlms of the nuex-
“ plored and inexperienced. Steam and electricity, science
“and art, literature and wealth—are all progressing,
“ Activity is the reigning power. The dash and go-ahiead
““ of the men of the present day is a source of admiration
“for ourselves, and would be a causc for astonishment for
‘“ those who have not long since passed away. The human
“mind, surrounded with all the glory of past experience,
‘“‘and buoyed up by the enlightenment it daily receives from
*“ countless sources of information, is showing great signs of
‘¢ its superiovity over the mind of all preceding centuries.
“The mind of the human race, like the mind of the indi-
“ vidual, has its infancy, its youth, its manlioed.” After
illustrating this growth into “ glorious manhood,” he con-
tinues : “Thus the mind of the human race hag grown
“stronger and stronger, and its powers of doing evil have
“grown stronger teo.” So far so good. It is evident
enough that power may be used for good or bad ends, just
as dynamite may be used to blast away dangerous
rocks at the entrance of a harbour, or to destroy innocent
passengers in a railway train, or harmless servants in a
club kitchen.  Fools and rogues have misused power ever
since the world began. The Rev, Father, however, is not
thinking of any such trnism as thut, Ile pays a tribute to
liberalism, but is to be foared, like ¢ the Greeks, even when
““they offer presents,” and introduces an enemy into the
liberal camp, opening the attack as follows - Butb amid

The Conservative factor in -
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“ the many ways at present under its control of bringing
“seandal over the fand, of spreading sin and immorality,
“of destroying every vivtue, of corrupling the young, de-
* hilitating the strong, and sending down the old to un-
“ hallowed graves ; of robbing the fumily of peace, society
“of stability, heaven of citizens. of ruining, in 4 word, the

“ glorious destiny of the human race —theve is na stronger,
“surer, or more expeditious way of doingr all this than the
“propagation of iufidel, seandalous, and immoral books,
“ The encwies of God and man know this well. They are
“fully aware of the power that printing and publishing
“places at their disposal, and they stroggle carnestly to
“earry ont their terrible propaganda of ruin and misfortune
“with great determination and advaneed skill, Their work is
“already manifest all over the world ; in the capital, or inthe
“solitary village among the mountains; in the pilaces of
“the rich, or amid the ruins of misery and poverty that
“Hill the sickening homes of the fiiendless and the poor.
“Let us then summons before the tribunal of haman
“ justice the writers of these seandalous productions ; let ng
“0ift the curtain that their beilliant sentences or slowing
* imagination may have thrown apon Lliem, and lock round
“us in life to wituess the evil they may have seatiered over
“the land.”  All this is a lttle vague, aud the good Father
Liimself would prolably find some difticulty in discovering
what are the distinet propositions hidden behind  this
“enrtain ” of rhetorie.  The Lifted curtain sometimes only
diseloses o gawly danh,  Tis meaning is, however, soili-
ciently indicated further on, when, after admitting that all
the writers of whom he disapproves are not equally gnilty
—-we believe Mill just escaped the Jxpex—he zoes on to
denounce those  writers who pretemd to believe, and exert
“ themselves to make ofhers believe, that there is no Ciod,
“who loole upon life as the outcome of Nature, the last
“stroke of futality, the bottled sunshive of Winwood
“Reade ; who say there is 1o such thing as good ov evil,
*that it is only the vesult of associations and ideas ; who
“langh to seorn the existence of another life ouce we have
“shofiled off this mortal coil, and say when we are dead all
“Is dead for us and dead for ever. There are other writers
“who endeavour to desivoy the divinity of Clristianity,
“Ahonugi they recopnise a divinity of somz surt or other.
“ Bav both are guilty of many erimes that ery alond to
“ Heaven for vengennee, and ertmes {hat must eventinlly
“bring upon the perpetrators the enese of Cod anild the
“odiwm of all good men.”  In other words, the Catlolie
Chureh, being i possession of absolute truth, would pro-
hikit all men from secking for velative truth, the only
truth known o wankind ab huge 5 wnd beeause she ean no
longer burn anthors and Looks, making light of her preten-
sions, refers that Pleastng task to o God made in Lier own
image, the lmage of a coneelted, yarrow minded priest,
trained in slavish deference 1o treaditional authority, and
fifled with a lenroing having about as wuch relation to the
reality of things as that of a Chinese mandavin, Wien the
Rev. Father talks of “ (he curse of God and the edivin of
“all good men,” he is only meonseionsly grutifying that
insolence, hatred, and revenge which ieo many human
beings are so redy to feel against those who do nob con-
form to their own sentiments. As is wsaal with orthodox
preachers, Father Cissidy i grossly unfaiv in the manuer
in which he sattributes to the writers of wlat he ealls
“bad books ” all the consequences which in kis opinion
must flow from erroncous doctring, or what he holds to be
such, After enlwging upon the sins of intemperanee awd
violence, culminating in the erime of muvder, he sayvs —
“But greater thau these, than ail other crimes, s that
“erime that that werderer of soul anid body, thit emissoy
«of Batan, comnits, wlho studics with might and main to
“overthvow the fivst principles of vovealed {rall;, who em-
“ploys all his talents, scicnce, minl ability (o dvive away
“every thought of God and Ilis existenes from the lman
“mind, to rendev the passion of wan more viclent, to open
“up the road of systematic immorality, and seatter browl-
“east the perms of ruin and spivitual death all avonnd.
“The writer of an infidel book is thus miurderer, siuce he
“destroys all thought of respensibility, and ignores the
fCexistenee of good and evil wml any suel, tiing as erime,
“and ds the cnuse of driving  others to e guilty
“of taling uway innocent life.  'The ordinry murderer’s
“liand s shovt 5 it eannot do its work of destrnelion but in
“the iwited sweeps of its Hinited powers,  Lut the writer
ot hud hooks stretehes his guilty Tund all over Uie world,
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other words, a large proportion of the world’s great thinlers
and  scholars, from Tiruna to Herbert Npeneer, deserve
hanging, or worse, 11 the opinton of tins chavitable g(anicm:m,
who Is careful to lead his hearers to suppose that they not
only did harm as a matter of fuct, but did it wilfully of malice
atorethougiit.  Did it never occur to the Kev. Futher that
there are other ideals of vight conduct than those endorsed
by his Chureh, and that other men niy be as conscientiously
snxious as himself to lewve the world better than they found
it by the use of means of which he is tncapable of seving
the real foree and effiet T We have quoted lavgely frow
Father Cassidy’s sermon as the best mode of showing how
silly and shallow his argnments ave, and, had we space, we
should gladly publish the whole of it, as a * shocking ex
“ample” of controversial cunning and unfairness.  Certain
it 1s that stuff of this sort will not impose upon any mind
of ordinary intelligence. We have tried the experiment
with perfectly successful results.  Hven his plcture of the
“dead body of the young man by the wayside, with the
“empty vevolver lying near,” who he supposes shot himself
in consequenee of reading bad books, called forth the remark
that the catastrephe was move probably due to bad drink,
and w reference to the piows Woodrille murderer of his wife
anu ehildven, whom lie lioped to meet in heaven (after being
deservedly hanged on earth), as a reward of his fuith in
Jesns,  The truth is, the whele qnestion turns wpon
thinking frecly and freely expressing the results of thought,
ov not really thinking at all.  Liberty Lias its dinwhbacks as
well us its advantages.  If people ave allowed to think and
write as they please, to guther all the fruits of experience,
and not only those crab apples wlhich the clerical gardeners
cultivate with so much assidity, and which mankind are
beginning to find sour and unwholesome—a fruit et to be
desived to make one wise—they will occaxionly make
mistukes.  Dad and rotten fruit will often be mistuken for
that which 15 good and fresh.  Some will eat, and persuade
others to eab, wnripe fruil, and suffer the usual penalties.
But mustakes made in the world of thought are usually
“eorrigible.”  There is no such thing as iutellectual clioler,
Nations and mdividoals may make many blunders and vet
live,  They may return seratehed and torn from the wrong
path, and yet if they persevere will find the right. All
expericuee shows that liberty Is an essentinl coudition of
moral, mental, and material progress. It is no selfwilled
invention of men impatient of restraint, as the Churches
wsually assume, but is part of the organic nature of things.
L[ts nltimate effect is to produce that “meving equilibrinm
of society whiclt is as opposed to stagnation s to anwrehy.
Seientitic in means, social In alm, modern civilisation
vegirds theolgiangg of whom Father Cassidy is the type,
with the respect due to their good intentions, but with the
pity not vnmingled with contempt, called forth by their
Lrnorant fanaticisey aud vemarkable ceonomy of truth,  If
TFuther Chassidy belongs to that seetion of Lis Churel, whicl,
as Paseul long since dewonstrated, acts on the maxin that
“the end justilies the means” he may rest assuved that in
this Colony at least no good end will he served by misrvep-
resenting the aims and prineiples of Lis opponents, who
Tive at Jeast this advantage over him, that they know heth
sitles of the quastion, while, 1f Le takes the adviee he gives
to others— never to read “ bad hooks"—-he can only know his
oW,

LT,

SOWING THIE SEED.
All who observe the tewdeney of public opinion must he
convinead that Freethongld s waking vapid strides through-
out New Zealand,  Wherever oue intelligent Freethinker
tukes up his abode, theve are soon to be found in the
neighbourhood a number who have forsaken their orthodox
opinions. Without any sceming attempt at proselytising,
a Frecthinlker niay sow seed which will produce, in w short
time, tenfold that of the aged tree whose blossows it is his
duty to shake to the groond.  Personal experience lwas
taught the writer that theve is little diflienlty in shakiug
the orthodoxy of o stiaightforward,  inquiring  wan,
Nothing is more convineing than the mere mention of
seriptural absurdities, and the voung convert will soon ex-
press himself as astounded at his own eredality in believ-
ing things which the slightest lLonest reasoning may show
to be fallucious. Nou man whose assistauce is to be of any

“staining it with hlood, amd blackening it with gloom.” In ‘ ralne to the eause will beeome o full-blown Freethinker all

at once.  With him it requives time to develop freedom of
reason, and to shake himself free from the teachings with
which he lins been instiiled from chiidiood. A ehunce re-
nark on some vidiculous seriptural clause may prove to be
valuable seed. It will set the wan thinking, and one after
another the diffieulties and absurdities of the tenets of the
Christian ereed will crowd themselves upon him.  He may
not say much about it for a time, but Lis mind is at work
the while.  Presently, he will forega the “inspiration” of
the Old Testument, and seviously state that it is a compila-
tion of Jewish tradition, just like the mythological and
triditional worship of other nations.  1le will have seen in
this groundwork of the Clivistian religion ineonsistencies,
coutradictions, instances of brutal cruelty, and barbarous
legislation. But he still sticks to the New Testament,
He cannot understand its conpilation as a tale without any
good foundation, The miracles, resurrection, alleged pro-
pleeies, and so on, are not to be put aside without inquiry.
But how is the necessary information to be obtained ?
The fact is, it is very scarce, and certainly not commonly
within the reach of the people. In proof of this, T have
delivered addreesses in whichh I have dealt with the pee-
existing and parallel mythologies of othier nations, and
scveral of those present have afierwards asked me whether
the statements made were really true. This shows the
interest whicl would be taken in the matter if Freethought
iterature were only better available. By unassuming
argument much work—and that of a substantial kind-—
may be done. A clerical friend of mine was full of divine
nspiration when I first met him. T referred him to scveral
Passages the very reverse of honourable or humane, and
now he says the Bible is only inspived where it says “ Thou
shult.”  Thus the work is begun, and there is no saying
when it will end——never. A man's eves once opened, he
will hiwself seon advocate the cause, and, in turn, he will
bicome the teacher of others.  In other words, ke will in a
short time prove a  true Freethinker, wlence have
“sprung ere-openers " in all quarters,  Thns the work goes
ott.  Une man speaks to auwother and sets him thinking ;
the other takes it up and becomes a soldier in the cause ;
and so it grows day by day, till now, where but a few years
ago a ma hardly dave acknewledge himself a Freethinker,
the cause has o root, and its diseiples have become the
most honoured members of society. There is much yet to
be done, but if every Freethinker be outspoken, and sow
a little sced as he has the cpportunity, that seed will saon
develop itself, andd will in tuern drop new sesd, till Free-
thinkers beeome as thick as the trees of a pine forest, and
the canse of Liberty, Truth, and Light shall rejoice in the
mighty hosts following in its train, whose banner i
“ Onward to Vietory "—till all the earth shall Luve for-
saken her delusion, and man's object 1 life is the welfare
of his fellowruau,

E. A, H.

AN INTIDEL'S PRAYER.

The following extract from the ‘ National Reformer’
cives a few further facts relating to the story we pub-
Lished in our last.  Perhaps the colonial papers which
published the original would like to copy 1t:—In the
‘National Reformer’ for May zs5th (page 362) we
quoted from ¢ The Christian’ a story, professing to be
tuken from a paper called *The Truth,’ of an infidel
voung muan alleged to have been struck dead while
delivering a blasphemous prayer at a Young Men's
Christian Socicty, date and place not given. It turns
cut that the paper called *The Truth' is published at
St. Louis, Mo., and is edited by the Rev. |. I1. Brookes,
who now professes to have had the information from
the Rev. W, Staymaker, Presbyterian Minister, Pass
Christian, Mississippi, who pretends to have had the
story from Dr. T. N. Angin, of Birmingham, Alabama,
who 1s supposed to state that the young man was a Dr,
A, T, Jones, of Birmingham, and that the incident
happened at Gainsville, Alabama, date not given. We
shall be glad if any of our United States friends will
enquire into the subject, and we especially bring it to
the notice of the * Boston Investigator’ and the ‘ New
York Truth-seeker.” We shall also be glad if Mr. H,
L. Green will get some of Lis Alabama correspondents
to look up the facts,
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THE CIRCULATION OF THLE BIBLLI,

TO TUE ERITOR OF THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW,

Sin—~The enclosed letter was sent to the editor of one of the
Tmmm papers, Lut it is nnnecessary toosay It was e Ju,tili [
wonder would 1t have beon rejeeted if 1t had been a leiter of the
regular erthodox type, contaming o lot of fulsome adulation of
Christianity, interspersed with vulgar abuse of Freethonght and
Freethinkers 2 Tthink not,  Is it any wowler that relivious arror
and superstition continue ta Hourish when the Seatlar press lends
itself so readily to the deception > T'his should cause Frecthinkers
to set the higher value on their own organ, seeing that the yreater
portion of the press of this conotry endeavonrs to erush ont -
delity by a systern of misrepresentation and suppression,  Withoat
an organ of their own to leok to for justice, Frecthinkers conld Le
maligned and slandcrad with all the spleen and venom which ra-
ligious bigotry is capable of using, aml wonld have no remedy
whatever. The following is the letter referred to —

Sik,~T read your leader in last evening's paper anent the pro-
ceedings of the British and Toreign Bible Society, and also at-
tended Mr. Baker's lecture on the same subject at the Odd Pel-
lows’ Hall, With your permission, T shoull to make one or two
observations on both the Jeader and the lecture, Taking veur
leader first, you sav-—<Trom the Seventvninth l'\\,pmt we lind
that the fice fvoise of this Society has .)c‘ i FATEIER 5, awd the re
ceipts from the sale of Dibles L3003, Trom dlus it will e sceen
tlnt the amount abtained in the shape of volutare snb iplions
exceeds by nearly £15,000 the whoe 12 s real; sed by the legitmate
sale of the Bibl: Tt would Lo ietevestine o kunow, Sir, ‘n(w.-
the operations of the Socicty wonkl be altected by the sl
withdrawal of this voluntary assistance ? Why shonld the wen r'f
God have to 1ely on the charily of the bemsvolert, on powerftl
organisations, o1l persistent pu’sonnl eanvassing by a great army of
paid priests and pediars, in vrder to introduce 1t to races of ]!u)lah_
who should have had it at the begin minyg, if the book is reatlsy
it professes to be ? The f:LcL that it 15 nut a uaiversal Bible is one
of the strangest argwments to prove that it is of purely Tn
origin, A littie further on you say :—* The Seeularist mayv e
its Divine origin, and may gainsay ats inspivation. but deny that it
is the Book of Dooks, in respect too cirenlation, ne one can.”
Secularists do not want to denv it,  So far as its cl."Lim tw I‘i\'ii {
is conceined, iis cirenlation {5 a matter of
Dees it naturally follow that becansa it h;Ls ihe 1n
of any Lovk inthe world it must therefors Lo T
same argument to anyvil g ﬁmi CINCNTRRY
The most widely-know dw.nun moihe
Pills and Qiatment.”  They have been alver !
paper and in cvery languaze on the fon o dhe carlll, and for o
other box of any other Lind of medicine vou will find at les
a-dozen boxes of Irofessor Hollovay's—therofors [aliowys
Pills and Ointment ™ must be Divine T Wonderfal logic, 13 it a0 ?
Is the truth of any book to be measured by its popularity 2 10 s,
Ouida’s novels would (_ont'un a greater measure of truth than the
¢ Elements of Luclid,” and tie relinbility of nowspapers would be
estimated by their civeulation. Then vou 4o on (o spoak about
the Hewnlean efiovts of such arganisations as the oand
Foreign DBible Society to circulate the 77end of God. What sure
prises me is that, in spite o all these stupendous efforts to thrust
this particular book upon the world as the veritable Worl of Ged,
infidelity should be corrcspendingls on tlie increase.  Can it bo
possibie that pecple grow sceptical just in proportion as their
knowledyge of Scripture incres oIt \":::‘.1 Useotn s kn g
ing 'Lboul the conceit of Revesrs, that < nuien woull Laposeme
fine morning aml find the Bibie a total biank,™ vou that e
Bible could ciusily be eellated fom me: nory, an:d vo TGN L ree
flect upon it thus:— Whit an des of the charietas of in-
dividuals wonld be got from the scveral contributions 1 The
Sectarian parsons woukd be sure to remember texts that teld in
favour of their respective vigws: the man nf the world w r,wm_[ e
his appropriate texts ) the gloomy, malancholic ndivideal weunld
have a special set of verzes s we should see *each man i his
humont and no mistake.” " Why, this Is exactiy the goly | history
of the Bible, For centuries there were only two or three o s of
the Bible in existence, writien in a fn"n.»-rni'u oLl nd on-
trusted to the keeping of a few sapersiitious, r,.u.uluus‘ il
fanatical mouks. Now, what was to prevent these monks from
manipulating the manncripts just as chprice or personal
interest dictated * 100w ol see the ilinoncs, net of e, bat of
many minds, on the Hible by the readiness with which it nccom-
modates itself to anyvoue’s opinions, be they good or bad ? - Asain,
T ask, is it any wondor that the Dible shouil have a tarzer civen-
lation than any other book, constlering the powerfnl auencics at
work on its behall, and the fact that the greater number of those
in circulation. especially in heathen countrics, bave been given
awuy for nothing. Ttis a ]‘Om' hook that people will not acoept
for nothing.  Concerning v, Baker’s lecture, with reforence Lo
the Sacicty’s pz'on.ec-dinm: I Innlu Dersia, Asin, and elsewhere, T
have nothing to say.  The loctirar ]I](]'l]”Ld i Zood deal of suif-
ﬂlourmllcm at the wiay in owhich the Society's’ agents {himesclf
|mmwst the numbor) bave been pushing the circulition of the

Lible in those ceuntries. Now, [iake Teave to say that e any of
the neihods adopted by the aciety agents to L.Iiu"ul the Gospel in
those countries arve hig 11\ deerditable, and ting the fovhearance
of the people Just a little too far,  If Budd hist, Lo alimin, or Ma-
hommedan priests were 1o peddle th \21 sicred wares atoevery
street cotner i Moncland, sl cnder, manvided, the houscs of
Christinns furthe panpose ai peopigating teir e l|- s doctiines,
they would very soun come to e lwoked upui by Christluns
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generally as a public nuisance.

Christians are fond of pointing to
countries where Chiristianity is the prevailing form of helief, and

saying—" Sce Lo whal a de, Jree of civilisation we have attained
thumf'h the influence of C hl\\ll’lnll\ ToAWhat would th

the world be
withwout the Bible 7 Wharever you nnd Christtanity yon will find
civilisation,

thercfore civilisation is due to the influenee of Chris-
tianity,” T hln may be good Christinn argument, bot it is not
sonid logic,  There is such a thing as taking ** what travels along
with a thing as the cinse of the thing,” as Ingersoll pnts it One
might, with as nch veason, suy-—* See to what a dezcree of civili-
sation we have attained through the influence of feit hats and
paper cotlars ! What would the world be withont felt hats and
paper eollurs 7 Wherever vou find felt hats and paper collars v
will find civilisation-—therelore cvilisalion is due to the intlhence
of felt hats and paper collurs” T4 1 said hat tie ]l]]nlt)l)’l{\
centers a heathen country with a Bible ju one hand and a4 Lottle of
ram in the other,  Whather this is Jiterally true or not is no ureat
maiter, as the one naturally follows, if it does not accompany, thae

other,  Civilisation mtrodnces somany (lunmmv vices into cvery
heathen comotry that the terms = eivilizminn ™ aml  cxterning.

tion " are coming o be looked upon as almost synenvinns, \With
one hand civilisation oflers the heathen soething which professes
to show him how to obtain * =alvition,” and with the other
him another thing which <o t_1l1.-ctu;1]1_\' civilises hin that vory
there isnot a heathen loft to o save™ A Daker mibn llu'l that
the two moest powerfol ~ends in destroving "enaste” especially in
Indiz, \\LlC‘ tho Bible and braindv—-rather a cmrions combination,
traly ! T should like to ave reviewe:1 Mr, 1al leciure il some
lengthy, bt Tam afraid 1 have alveady exceeded the space at your
(l.ﬁl)U:nl.i [ oam well aware that thi opinions ex pressad in this
letter are sather huterodes, and rlmub less, i the boterests of
‘l‘fll{.’.!iml, v will uoihiqn ite the obitviom of the wasts piper
busket, bat T holl that, in a free countre Lke this a man shonld
net only have tie righe to entertain such opi; bt the right o
wive them throngh ihe oaly aviilabic L-abe pablic press
Lt may oo ol wise pobicy o burk discs=ion en nyatt
that are likels to give olfonce o peopic ol the © gudyvapondy t\pu
but ity o peliey that will never ke pornamntly popitlar anv
piblic jowmal mlopting it A powspapr profusiing W be an
“oran of the people ™ shomhlnot only speal ihe toud itself, Tue
should allow the toeh to be cpoken, without fear or favonr, agnl
should endeavonr, as fae ws posaible, o redect ot side !

but aff
sides sl public opinion. This §take to bo the legitimate function
of & noewspaper,
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Inglewond, Sept. 18, 184y,

TheSwansea town vonnel afler having atiow weeks belupe
given perndssion to the bands 1o play i 4l prrks on
sunday, hve been indueed to reverse their decicion. The
police reported s o the tpreved eowdner of the Tower
clisses while the bands were plaving,

Astminze nreunment
azainst the baneds was adduesd by

the Heve v, Morean 1o
the eilect et the Salvation Ar iy have been (et andously
injreds This to most 1;(c)lvlu would Tave rather heen
a recommendation than othorwise,

wFreidenler) was in voutl
T, T wltimstely beeame o aiostie, Thies e
diel vt deny that lite afior death s per=le, bl deelirod
operdy that it aud nal ot hiv, bat, on the conteny,
seetpell terrtble, o Wt shoald ] nh: lnr)u' Wl eterndin
he wsed fosav, < How eonld {13

Feurgnen, aceording to il
an Hoewi !

Pup thisine vineche neille
ahyssf L5y pelly prerson: ality \\ulrl 1y uf heeomi

el f
Tow [ eanld live withont o bw

b eanot Tuuiene

AL he thind annual weeting of the [Precthonght League
of Glernuy, Dy Ludwle T ]mu' who ]nmulul Aelivered
an uddress on the Woman “!l(\llUil Dowhich e waintained
that worn shoull stand cogual with man i viches awld
opportunities.  The * Rudieal Beview, reforring to o repors
of the meeting printed ina Germeo paper says S The
lectnre was well reevived, and soveral othey sprakers
(IMI)]IIHI/I‘EI it as the speciad duty of Freotlinkers o el
wolnan i her hard sbrveele for betier econditions of i
Anil yet e grent mass o women sland alool fom Froe
titukors, sl side with the Christinns, who, to use the
Lugiiage of one of the prominent English jumm‘.s say thit
Lo marey, to e childven, 1o be misiresses of Jll]ll]]Lh to
eive 1o uucmnn o the adversary to speak evil, 4ol in
sileuce with al [ subjection, sucl are 30 Paals precepls ol
the gentler sex.”
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Amongst the products of nincteenth century civilisa-
Giou ihere ate low Uungs which prescit so hroad a ficld
for thought as the columus of a daily paper. Our
colonial press may well be considered one ot the
wonders of the age.  With a population not excceding
onc-half of that of the Cily of Glasgow, cut up uto
provincial districts, and subdivided into numerous
sinall townships-—some of which are honowed with
the title of “cily " —the largest of which has fewer 1n-
habitants than many an English parish, this colony
supports i vast army of newspapers, men of all grades
aned conditions, from editors down to printers’ dmlis,
and every town, as soon as it can boast of two hotels,
a church, and a = lock-up,” endeavours to establish its
local journal, This is a healthy sign of the mental
activity of the age, but tm quality of such journals
must necessarily be ereatly mfluenced by their sur-
10(111(11110‘,—7%\(,11 the Lu'rcgt of them —dwarfs con-
'-.l(lt‘[’d.bl_\, when compared “with that leviathan of daily
papers, the Londan * Times.” A copy of the issue of
June 16th canic to hand by a late Eurepean mail, and
though to me Luglish news has long since lost the
charm it once lmd, there 15 stll 50111(,Llnng about the
“Times” which strongly attracts an Englishman. In
the sheet before me there is much to interest the
carnest Frecthinker.  Under the heading © Hospital
Sunday 7 I find reports of the sums colleted nd the
sermons preached at various places of worship in the
metropolis.  Dr. Vanghan, of the Temple Church,
treated his hearers to an Lloqucnt defence of pain and
sullering, showlng, amengst the various good things
arising trom such an unpleasant source, “ such a nable
spectacle as was seen when English wemen of birth
and station left their luxurious homes in England to
minister to English soldiers in the crowded hospitals
of the Tast.”  The establishment of hospitals and
dispensaries was also dwelt upon as cvidence of the
cood resulting from pain and soffering, At the sane
time, the douations that day were said to be “for
Christ’s pecaliar work, namely, counteradting the
destrudtive agencies of evil.”  Space will not permit
me to analyse this Rev. Drls arguments, but T think
the contradictions will be apparent to most of your
readers.  The matter s too serious to jest upon, hut
the luwlicrous aspect of the seplustry of Christian
charity mongers will present itsclf, and calls to mind
the kindness of the proverbial Lrishman who pushed
his friend overboard for the sake of shewing his de-
votion by jumping w after hun, and bothh were
(11‘0\\'11&(1 The next paragraph was cqually nterest-
ing:-—“ At C Shrist (hll['(,l], Westnunster-bridge-road,
the Rev. Newman Hall, 10 making an (Lppml on be-
half of the fund, said it was a curions fact and a
maltter for regret that not more than halt a nillion out
of the more than gwoeooo inhabitants of London
heard this appeal made from the pulpits within the
wietropolitan avea, the rest not bhang chnrel or chapel
gocrs. What a startling adnnssion from a pillar of
the church., [n another paragraph 1 owas informed
that out of the fowr millicns who dwell in Loudon,
upwards of @ mullion seck and oblam reliet o the
hospitals and dispensarics of  that wonderful city,
eading the above statements of facts set me think-
ing—and from my old llome In London te my present
home in Christehureh was a0 very natural transition,
We have o lm"pit'll wre. Laven here, in this infant
city, the seeds of misery have been sown, and that ugly
and pernicions wouster, Poverty, has found —not a
honie- for poverty destroys the subsiance, and leaves
piached Penary 1o weep and dreant in sorrow of ideal
shadows of that holy sanctuary--home! What a sin
it was that the miscrable results of fendal barbarism
should have been brought to these falr isles; that
lardly rights over the soil should have Lieen granted,
and sold for a few picces of glittering coin. When I
reflect upon the history of the oglish people, and
considder how Jdemoralising are the influcnees of a
fanded aristocracy, a state-endowed church, and the
not yet exploded theory of the ¢ rights divine of kings,’
I am unot the least surprised at the existence of
pauperism, and that fecling of dependency which so
jargely obtains among the wmhm«f classes and retail
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dealers in the old country.  When I began my celonial
life T fondly hoped that pauperising influences wonld
never exist in this colony,  That tll(‘y do exist is a fact

to be deplored, Tor a people 10 becowe iruly
great they must posscss the spirit of mdc,pt,ndence and
sclf-relinnee,  Let every man have his fair share in the
national estate, and win by his own industey the rights
which now grim poverty compels hundreds to accept
as charity, There would be plenty of channels for
the healthy flow of benevelence and  philanthropy
I without the degrading influences of eleemosynary aid,
U Rezewons o mos wontors. \We have wandered, On
' anather page of the * Times,” in contrast to the poverty
th at cries for help, we have a glowing account of a
royal marriage in Russia, where all is pomp, and
splendour, and ghttering military parade. I turn with
loathine from thc,sa records of barbaric pageantry, and
again my eye rests upou a different theme. Boldly de-
f(‘ndmf* himsell and his country’s causc, I see a stal-
wart figure—** In mymumd’'seye, Horatio "—standing be-
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fore three Judges of the land ; against whom are pitted
five of the ablest lawyers in I"nfrhnd Bravely, coolly,

and resolutely the champion dlsputcs the issue, inch
by inch.  The Law Courts of Great Dritala, and the
Bar of the House of Commons have witnessed some
stirring strngyles between right and might, but 1
question if history can produce a parallel to the pro-
tracted persecution of Charles Bradlaugh and his con-
tinued and unflinching defence. My paper contains a
report of the first day’s « trial at the bar.”  The tele-
graph cable has lonyg since conveyed to usthe result of
that trial, bul to me there is something peculiarly in-
teresting in cvery detail of this noble fight for justice.
I feel sure that the Trecthinkers throughout the world
mwust feel a glow of pride when they think of the brave
man who las so lony sustamed the heat and burden
of the fray. dgrepes of Dradlaugh, 1 was greatly
pleased the last time T had a chat with Charles Bright,
Fe told me that on one of his ledture nights at Auck-
land, the whole of the audience sang with great en-
thusinsm my song, * Iail to Bradlaugh,” as published
in the Review, 1 wish our people here would go in
properly for congregational singing. 1 am convinced
that it 15 one of the strong arms of the orthodoxy, and
if Freethinkers gencrally adopted it who knows but it
might awalken a much abler muse than mine? DBut 1
must finish, or you will necd a sheet as large as the
CThnes)”

CrarLrs J. Raz.
Chaistchureh, Aug. 235, 1854,
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TAYING FOR A REPORTER

We transeribe the following from the © Reporter’s Maga-
zing,” which takes it from au “American shorthand Journal.
The arvticle is entitled, “ Praying for a Reporter,” and rewds
as [ollows:—* The Salvation Ary prayed for a Plilladelphia
veporter thus:—* We have a reporter here, a niserable
reporter, a sinful veporter, a servant of the unholy news-
papers, o gool voung man gone wrong.  Satan has made
L chstinate, and lm will not yicld to persuasion and ve
sivesl. Ol help the wicked repovter. Help this repovter.
The devil holds the fort in this reporter’s brain,  He ig
going to hell. allelojah {0 Ohb, may Lie join the Salvation
Avmy; oh, give hin vepentance. He is a type of all ve-
poeters, and they arve all & wicked lot’  The lientenant

stopped, to give the reporter a chanee of kneeling,  The
men and women soldiers, shonted *Save the reporter ; help

the reporter; down with the devil.
now L am pure.’

T was wicked once, but
The leutenant then began again. *Oh,
liill this veporter, kill himy, take him away, that he may do
evil no more.  He is too obstinate to y1eld.  He knows e
ougl's to, but he is too proud ; all reporters e, Ol strike
this reporter down; hie iy the devil in disguise.”

“Uno,” n traveller, in a letter, compares the state of
Freethought io the varfous ecolonies.  In Sydney it is
“olernted” ; in Melbourne “ it had no puh]i ¢ recognition,” but
he adds “in New Zealand how diflferent,” and then he gives
a few particelars of Dunedin and Ubristehurel societios,—
"¢ Nutional Reformer.’




AY LECFUTRILS,

(Sypxey Evestvg News.)
On the T8th instant a deputation,

consisting of Tev,
Dewn Cowper, of Syvduey, Revs, T T,

Tress, AL Avchdall
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Wilkinson, and DPastor Al ey Messes, Jo L Goodlote, 11

G. Picton, W. Russell, I3, Short, Jo Adtken, W, Pratt, and
1L Chadwick, waited upon the (olonial Seerctary (lon, AL
Stuart) for the purpose of drawing his attention to brewclios
of the law in regard to Sunday observance.

Dean Cowper, in introducing the deputation, said that
advertisements appeared in the daily papers with veference
to eutertuinnents given in theatres and other places on
Sundays, which le thought were most injarious to the good
ovder and worality of the people,

Other mewmbers of the deputation entered into the subjeet
more fully. Amongst the wrguments used aumainst the eon-
duct of Dr. Hughes's lectures was the following : -—T"hat
gross blasphemy way gpolen at the theatre ) and blasphemy
wis 2 cvime in the eye of the law, and therefore onght to be
stopped.  Suppose, said the speaker, 1 mecting was adver
tised for a gatheving of forgers, forgery being a cvime, suel
a weeting would be prevented Ly the authovites ) owomeeting
on Sunday night for indiscriminate sexial interenurse
would be prevented by the police, and the lectures refered
to ought on the smue gronnd to be suppressed,  INeference
was mide to the interposition of the Colouial Scerctinry in
the case of My, Proctor, the astronmner, and it was pointed
out that if, in the wmntter of such high-eluss and fustructive
cutertainments as wove those of M, Ieoetor, 16 was fouud
necessary to stop theny) so mueh move wis it neeessry in
the case now under discussion,

M. Stuart, in veply, said Lo could rot agree with sone
of the reniwrks wmadde by My Tlassell with recand to e
power Lie had of stopping (hese entertwinments, What lie
was called upon to do was not to explain what he thought
onght to Lo done, but to tell themn wlhet, in Lis position as
controlling the administration of the law in the watter, e
coulld do, e was nol clear us to whether he Tiad tlae
power Lo stop these entertainments 3 vther the ot Wy,
Le thought.  He theught L hiad no power to stop tem
under the law ag it ab present stands, With veoard o
lectures, accomprnied by music, lie did not see i they
were brought within the speration of the der. The Jaw no
doubt, gave tle Colonial Secreluy power to grant lHeensos
In eertain termsy bul e could nhot sec that the Heenses
gave the power to stop the Liolding of suel entortning
as those compluined of.  Doubtless the liconce preveuted on
Sundays, Good Friday, and Christinas diy, the giving of
performances or stage entertaluments, but tlese Jeciures
could not be hrought wder thiy Pt of the prolibition in
the license. The prohibicion way expliined in tle schedule,

el

and such did vot appear to alter Liv reanding of the law, e
was referred to the netion which Juul been talken o Ao

bourne, where, it was allored, these entertuimuens ool Deen
stopped by Alv. Berry. Well, My, Berry was 1nistaleen s
to the power he lad, and they were agnin procewding as they
had done in the past. He (AMroStwet ) had wived 1o the
Chicf Inspeetor of Poliee in Melbourne (o know unidor whitt,
law these leetures had been stopped. Tu repls, Ly hidd
received a telegram, which he raad, to the effect that they
Jiad not heen stopped, nov hal the pelicz any power to stop
them ;s and, also, that none of e lHeenses Il heen vaneelied.
With vegard to the stoppage of M. Procior’s iveture son
time ago, that prehibition Ly the Colonial Seeretary of the
day was not lewal. Wit regied to the  guestion of
bluspliemy, he was not gitite sare thiat the buw swould touch
it or whether it was in the power of the Uoloninl Secvetary
to prohibit or stop o lecture adtogether bocanse i might con-
tain some expressions of o Blasplemons natwe, As to the
ennectiation of the licence sueh would require other and
diffurent procecidings thun those siggested by the depueition,
He would look inee the report of the lecture they Tad et
with him awd see what it He would Le
compelied to act very cavefully,

Aftor o little further diseussion, the depataiion thanked
the Minister and witlulprew.

coutainal.

The Sydney * Town Country Journal
Gerald Alussey’s Ledinre on
the finest intelleciual

siys that
shakespeare was one of
treats over given in Sydney.

THE TREETHOUGIIT REVIEW.

EXTRACTS FROM INGERSOTT,

The home where vivtue dwells with love is like a lily with
i }u:fll‘t ol i;lt;,—ft-lltz {u:irnﬁ f_‘llu'\uy ot e '\'-'\]I'li].

The thne may come in which this theiiled awd throbbing
earth, shorn of all Jife, will fu its soundless ovbit wheel o
briren star on wlnel the Neht will Bl oag froftlessiv as
flls the waze of love upon the eold, pathetic fuee of duatly,

We do not kuew, we et sy, wiether death s 0 wall
or deor ;) the heginnine or enl of o day; the sprewding of
Pluions to soar or the tulding forever of wings ; the vise ov
the set of asun; o an enilless life thas buings the rapture
of love to every one,

My henvt bleeds when | confemplate the sufferings eadured
by the millions now dead ; of those who lived when the world
appenred to be insane ;. when the heavens were el wich an
infinite horvor, whu snnteliod babes with dinpled hands awd
rasy checks trom the white hrewsts of mothers, wul dashed
thew into an abyss of eternal lune,

Ile (”_um!mhh;) wis never found on his knees Lefore the
altar of superstition. e stom] creet by the growd il
colin of Reasou, Tle was an admiver, a lover, an wlorer
of nature 1 andat the age of ninety bowed by the weight of
nearly aocentury, eovered with thy insignia of lionor, loved
by s nation, respected by aoworld, with kings for his servants,
Le Taid his woary head upou the boson of the universal
Mother, and with her arws avound him sank into that
mystavious slumber known as deatl,,

Maore than n century ago, Cutholicisn, wrapped in rolies
red with the innoceut blood of miilions, holding iu her frantic
clutel crowns aud seepdres, honors and aold, (he Levs of
Liesvim and hell, trawpling heneath her foot the liberting of
nations, i the prowd moment of alinest universal dowinion,
folt within hev heartloss breast the deadly daguer of Voitaire,
Frout that Blow, the Churel never ean Yeeuver,

Livid with
Liatved, she Lunehod hep umpotent anathena at e eredt
destrover; and mornnt Protestants Lave echool the CUTRG
of Rowe.  Yoluee was e ivtellocfua! nataert ol s ihne,
Frow lis thone at the fost of (e Mpsy Tie pintod the
tlinger of seorn at every hypoerite in Furope, 1o
Lioueer of hiscentury,
Tlroogl thiesh
of syl and 1

s

Wity the
He was the nssossdu of superatition.
clows of falth and fisde, thvounsh the dieoneos
fraele) throngh the il
tloengh the binekuess of Hivot ry, pastentd
prst o rock e stale, nast ol

Saf Ul ity
edpealend dungreon,
ol throne, L earplod with
elivalvie Tuanls, the saered torel of roason,

VOLTATRE,  PATNE,

AND JESUS

For grnerations the elorgy and hoeir dupes have be-
spattered dhe names of Valtwive snd Thots Daine with
plons ol cepeating thines ol of nwmber, mul with
warvellons wnction, the fulse aml o dic stories of Uheir
death-bed seenes, They luove ot vict ceaserl this pinus
nov will they uetil the people temselves
beeone ton wide awalke to swallow the trash

Bat the Dlinduess of the clergy s only erpeiled by their
Hand andonadive, Have they torsatien the story ol esns,
ITe dived a lite it shocked Bis best Biends T hunted Lis
citeaes ol the mnst rospeetable people of Tiseonutr v and time ;
Lo trad vpen the veligious sieevptihiBivhes of the people
awl chey repand B for i lied o doval
posstidv than was toaes He sow ot i e wilidovness, 14
vou reweanher, who enrried him o tle teigne, ol flew
witlh T to o Ligh noountain, Poaidently Tie hued o0 G,
The devils, oo, if yvou remember, spake i hix fvour!
saving, & We know thee, thou Jesus, sun of the living Cod V7
You see, they bad met befove 5 they understand cacl, other ;
they were in Jeagne. Then the Jews aprestod the
Blaspheer, mud sent Lim to e cross, e hoped to he
delivered Dat i B dyving agony, hesaw the erroe of Tis
winws, and exeluimed, S ALy Gal ! my God why hust thon
forsaken me 17 Have the Cliristings never roffectol upon
the terrible wimine presented by the e anad awtad deatl
of Jesus, @ the god forsaken man 7

el Tialv work s

Ty st T

Lt is thne they shoukd,

The Ouakers in Vidloria
petition to the Coverngr o
thoere baing nanrurated,

Live Tntely presentel a
satnst the defence seleme
They say that any wardihe
preparidions aree in theiv opinjon, upworthy of the
cliaradler of o Chvistian nation,




THLE TFREETIIOUGIIT

COLONEL INGERSOLIIS OPINION OF THE
RPUBLICAN NOMINATION

Tiohert C. Ingersoll waz seen at the Hoflman Ilouse by a
ALl and Express' 1‘(‘1:()11(51', f'rf'"sh from the Chicego conven-
Lowed Boon

(S S oWl

tion, whern

11Ty
Walilil

was tho proe
sulted in thl) UGS lLl()Il of thu “ Plumed Km:_;'ht. ’
St do you think of the vesuit of the convention ¥
was asked.
< think thet Tl
the

is ’tlu‘ cholee DT', L

e
he

aine was nondnated,”
poaiticians, bul by thes vank and Gle of Ahe pavty. He
me!;, Stenths of the Tepublienns of
the MWoesiern states, il Tdo not beliove theve s Bepubliom
district in the United Siades Doowhich o mgjority of the
Bepnblicans are not and were not for Dloine, [ any mis
take has been made it has heen o owmistake of the party.
The result wus ot Troughit about by trading or traflicking.
Blaine was nominated heeause the Republicans ape for him,
The fiaet 15, 10 was Inpossthle to beas Inm at Chieago,

“ 15 there muel (>l"WlH"rim1 ter hiny 1w
[

hie veplied “not by

i

Pebinde thert B3 not as wuel as theve was in the case of
Gortield after his nominetion.”
How do you compae

fitness Lo the othee 7

S 1oehimie he wall ke o heitor pient, T think e
has more executive Dluine w regorded as a0 real
Awetlenn, ns the represcutative of the promessive %lairit of
the conntry.  Ife has a great Lhold ou the young men)”

“ What kind of administration will he give us ¥

“Thieve is nogenerad feeling thae he would add to our na-
tional reputation ani to owr natlonal Impovtanee ; that he
would protect onr eitizens abrond 5 it Tie wondd enlirge our
tradeaintlay the foundation fora greatand grow ing commeree.”

Homoie of his opponents elim that he s not asafe mon,
amd point out his South Aweriean poliey as an evidonee,
What do you think on that point

S Stupldity never hay much
Tlie e who has
the ordinary wan, and the

him with Gaclickd in respect to

Tyva
m

ity

con‘idence in brillinnt men,
quick pereeption ad aets 14 api to stin
oty i gets Lis revenge by
callivg T unsafer L onever corld see any oijes 1
Blaine's South Awerican poliey, To of wenter
Bportanee that we shondd be Sdendly sith @l the republics
on Hhds coutinent, and Idon't see how any b eouhl grow
out of o closer allinuee with these comtries, 16 s cortninly
ﬂ)l‘ the nivrest to lmve all the otler

yepubiiosh tranding withother cowndrivs,

TR

s eeriiniy

nut of 1l vt niry

atewou doall i

I wadevssand Sladnes 1mhg. il :x'.i, itwas one of friend-
ship- it s to o sav, Lo destred to e on wood terms with

our neighbours, Whew that
will T populae”

S WWhat of the connection of Jils nuwme with the so-called
Londrean elaim 87

“OBlaine has expladned that Tle never was i favour of
that ¢, There was this vital objeetion to the elatm, aud

Blaine wdirstond thed prrivetly s aeitizon of another country

pulley Is nndeistood 1 think it

Fooel o contraet with Pomne Pera viedated the contraes with
the cltizen of another countrve el rssioned Sls viohded
contraet e tie citizen of the U nited e TTieter weh
l:il‘\_"\'l:l.“l‘ﬂ.l'l s othe Uil TRl s T :Lmla [ TR T

.
o proteet oue of s citiams fo whom s been assicned the
grievinces of the cltizens of anotherconntry,
netiounl proteetion is not assignable,  Blaine knew of that
vitahiletvet, nnd callod attention toit, aud that ended the
AV Dt eaay Beosadd i veference to the M Hi“‘m (€]
“That has b heen expladeen Ty Blaine In Conoress,
Y ou s exphiowtin, connencing w Lt]l the
sticternent that he proposed o take iEty niihions of people Into
his contidenee. Theve Is nothing lefo of the Mudligan maetter,”
“ Do you consider big vecord perfeet amd unassadlable 17
“hdo nott Any neads reeowd ay be
Low gcoud, but I dow’t helieve that Dlalue ¢

, f 1 v P e 1 ) . .
}J\)‘.LH(] 18] 1!“)\‘.‘C[. Loy et this (,‘\_H.xll.‘\ thogs Tugt prrwipse
Inother wards,

[SH R IEN

wiil rememboer

vassailod, no mateer

can 1)(5}:[[(.‘0035 utly

wsailed, Inoother words, nothing can be substaatintied
aainst Dime Garfield, too, was astacked, awd probubly

there never was o gronter storin of vituperation, and yet 1
dontht very muele it Gardield Lost aovote, Theve was cortuinly
more said agmanst CGaoeld than againsg Blaine,
all this s been discounted long aoa”

Do you think the Demorrats will
sy i at all who will Te toelefeat Linn 7

SAlink vt LA rreat neary e now toagtue that ey
will go agninst Dladt Faey are now lLl.ll\l.IS (L cliotee in
thur mmdb Lu,t\\u,n Llaine and sowe other Lepublican

Besides,

Lie ahile to nowinadc
able

EVIEW, i3

whom they wiwnd nowinated.  In a little while they will be
forced to chonse between Blaine and a Dremeerat, that is to
say hetween Hepublieanisin and Democraey —that 13 to say,
between Eree Trade and Protection-—that is to suy, between
an Inglish and an Ameriean policy.  When it cones to
thitt most of them will vote for Bline. 1 think most of the
Republiean papers that have pronounced ugainst Blaine will
find that they have made a mistake and will be candid
enough to corvect it.”

“ o vou include the New York ‘Times’ in that eategory 7

“Yoes, T think the “Times " prefers a Republican admin-
ation to a Demoeratic one.”

1

13

“ You consuler, then, that the Republican party is by no
nens dead £

“1 think it will win this time.  There is a good deal of
vigor in the Republican party yet, and those who have heen
fighting that ticket for muany years, after all, no matter how
mueh they mav objeet to owr candidate, will hesitate a good
while before they will assist to put the Democrats into
e I never want tosee the Democratic party in charge
of the government until the Demoerats have beeowe olvil mwl
to suelt derree that the vights of all eitizens of the United
States will be respected and protected, T never want to
see il party 1o power uutil s willing that every eitizen
entitied fo a vole shall vote, aud until it is honest enough
to connt the votes deposited by all eitizens, This I think
15 the tecling of all Republicans.”

“You econsider the prospects for success in November,
then, guite bright ¥

“ I think the outloolk is better than it was feur years ago.
Dlaine, of course, will make a vevy vigorous eanvass. He
will have his forces well in hand and everything will be
done that can be,and thecanvass will be thorough, agaressive,
and enthusiastic. I don'tmean by that obnoxionsly aggres-
sive ov malicionsly aggressive.  [b will be carried on in the
hest spivit”

“ITow dors Logan’s nomination suit you '

“1 (hink Lels o\um‘duwl\' strong with the soldier element
of e l\mv e i3 nogo o sole 1101, won great distinetion
amd stonds deservedly I iele with the volunteers ; and he s
A gowd oreanizer Limseit t, amd his record, so fir as 1 know,

1s porfectly good. T have never heard of any clurge of dis.
honesty sgainst him, or that Lis oflicial 1)0qiti011 has Leen

wsed to gain personal ends, 1 think there is no man in the
Nenate with a cleaner record i that regard.  In the event
of w vaeaney iu thé presudental chanr he wonld make a safe

>
The country would be perfectly sufe in

wane Al s nopulses ave patriotic and e 1s a man of
whility.  He s oo muon of steone common sense and great

foree of character.
his hiands.”

" Have yeu any doubls of the suceess of the Republicans
11 the coming campalgn?”’

“Of comrse. Nothing is eertain, but my judgment is that
we will sueceed. Tt will require work and plenty of it. T
don't think it wise to underrate the shength of the eppesition,
The panties ave very evenly divided, and we
pnothier thing—ihae the Sonth 1y selid,
von e Demoerats o oot advansione, Some enthusi-
¢ Bepublicaus expeet (o cuery West Vievinda, aod others
Plititalastic ciotngh to suppose that we can ey two or
moathern states, 1 onwke no such ealenlations. T
crying a Southern state.”

must remember
or substantially so.

Hane
three
think we ean sueeeed without ¢

“ Can Blaine carry New York stugs 7

“lharficld earvied it No one can tell how it is going to
go now. There are mwany new voters, new guestions, and
new influences on both sides. T believe Blae will carry
the strength of the party.  If he loses some Republicans I
will gnin votes that might not have been Republican with
Ay otier « andidate, so tlmt on the whole we lmvc very good
reason te hepe that we will cury New York against .mybod)
the Dewoerats may nominate. As the eanvass proceads many
men now opposed to the ticket will come over to our side,
Fean haredly see how any one who took part in the convention
can ophose the ticket.  If Edmunds liad been vominated
certaiuly George Willian Curtis would Lave expected every
delegute to have supported him, and why should he go into
a4 convention and take part in the clection of the candidate if
he didi't expect to abide by the result?! Why shonld
;L11)'1w()(1\'7 10 T heen aodelegate T owould have snppovted
the nowninee, uo mabter i e el been my bitterest personal
n)\:!nml:n[. Wany delegate to the convention did not expeet
(v abide by the 1c3ulf. UL case o certaln man was 1101n11mted
Ly should have notified the convention.”
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A, ADAMS,

WHoLESALE AxD DRrrarn Doarkr, TAILOR, |

AND DRESSMAKLRL

P A T E A

JAMES THAIN & CO.,
IRON & HARDWARD MERCHANTS,

IMPORTERS OF—

American Goods, Agricnltura, Implements, |

Brushwave, Lampware, Paints, Oily, &e.

Licensed Dealers under Arms Act,

VICToRIA AVENUE,
Tavro Quay, axp Sr, Moo SrReer,

WANGANTL

FREE_\IAN R.

ArcTIoNEER & SToeR SALESMAN,
WANGANULI AND HAWLEERA
Agent for Wellington steaners—HUTA and

TUL
» Northern 8.5,
ROWEN A and MaGREGOR,

VICTORTA AVENUL
ENCOURAGE NEW ZEALAND

INDUSTRIES,

FFHE NEW ZEALAND CLOTUING

FACTORY employs upwards of 700 hanls,

. TWENTY.THREE BEANCHES !

now ppened in New Zealamd,

Waveanr: Braxar
CORNELR OF VIUTOLRTA AVENULE
AND RIDGWAY STREET

Wi, AHLTELD

Mavaco.

W, H. NETTLESHID,
(Late Kinzg & Co.),
MA;\'UFACTU RING  JEWLLLER,

b

GuLD AND SELVER SMITH,
Electro-plater and Gilder. Masonie Joweller
and Medalist,

VICTORIA AVENUN, WANCGAXNTUL
GEORGE CALMAX,

TEA MERCHANT AXD GENERAL
PROVISION  DUuALER

VICTORIA AVIENTUI,

Wanoaxne:

SHARPL,
I_]"AV[N(‘: left the Corner, has romovel
to Now Premises next Bank of Kew South
Wales, Wangauui, where he will he happy

to meet all s customers in future.

IMPORTLR.

JACKSON, !

CO.!S stoaners -~ |

TOM TERRY,

'I ICENSLED VIUTUALLILR.
A

l Rus1uENen :
OQCUIDENTAL HOTKT,
‘ WANGANULL
JOIIN KENXNXDY,

:[_:[(J TELKEEPER  AND  GENERAL
STOREKEEPER,

K EXNXNIEDY'S.

J. W, AMBUIFR,

COACH-BUILDLER AXND  IMPORTER,
WANGANUL

‘ ! ;EIX(# a thorengh, practical tradesinan,
baving a full stall of fivst-clasy mechanies,
- amd using only the hest materinls, customers

;
|
\ . ! ) .
i can rely on getting Sound, fHcliable Work,
I with a Superior Finish,

i

|

3, MANSON,

NENLERAL STORLERYEETER,
Rreranme Laso,

o N o4oA NOU

A I,

{Awd at Murimoto.)

W NPRIGGENS,
B”UT AND RO MANUFACTURELR,

Yicronly AveENU,

WaANGANTT,
Importer of every desoiption of Ladies’,
Gents’, and Children's Dooty and Slioes,

I DONALD  THONS,

| C;\]SII\']C'}".\J ARER & CPilOLsTERLL,
Tavew (hravy, WasuaNtrn,

; A large stock of

#2° CALRDPETS AND FURNITURL w0k

G¥ EVILY DESCLIVTION
i ALWAYS

ON HAXND

JAMEN  LAIRD
'liI;\.‘u' mud pleasure i announciuy to
i,‘c;n[t-r‘\,' sSettlers that Tis NEW REEDS,

suitable for the =easzon, ave now to huwl in

tine conditivn-—cowprisivg Turnip,  Rape,

Mustard, Crass Seoed, &

fully packed and forwarded first oppor-

tunity,  Price Lists =ont free, and every

Infornation on applientio.

JAMES O LATRD,

Wione=ane  axn Kersin Nepbssas,

Taupe Quay, Wanganui,
[

THE FRELETHGOUGHT REVIEW,

|
i

TO PRESERVE, WHITEN & BEAUTIFY
TIHE TEINIL,

—Usl—
I UASDBY

AND CO.7S

© CARBOLISED ROSE TOOTH TOWDERR.

Lo he had of all Druguists & Patent Medicine
Vendors thronchout the district,

AMr Loasny™s Tooti Pownni-—the receipt
for which 1 have seen, 1s both pleasant and
cifivreious, It Iy expecially useful in cases

©oof tewder gums,

o Good Stock of Spectnsles, &

All seeds care-

(Sicned) Hersrnr Rawsox,
Dentist,
Wellington Terrave, Nov, 12, 1883,

A AL LOASDBY & 0,
WioLesarm axn Nerarn MANUFACTURING
Hoxtzorarine ClieMIxes,
Victosia Avesvre, Wayzugaxtn

KOIIN DBROS,
P RACTICAL WATCIHMAKRKLERS,
JEWELLERS, & SILVERRMITIHS,
WANGANUL

A Large and Varied Assortinent of Watches,
Clocks, Jewellery, and Eleetro-plate.

PRIZE TROPHIES & PHESENTATION
PLATE
Manufactwred and Eoncraved to Ovder on

the Shortest Neotiee !

AT P
Lyc-glasses

to suit all sights,

LEDWIN o KING,

rj1l‘]_\(,'lll:l( ol Planotorte, Violin, Como-

L pean, et dusic provided for Banns,

Parrvres, Presaes, Breg, o town or country.,
BEIVASS OR STRING BANDR,

E. S Ring & Sons uprivalied Quadrille Baud.

Acaneay or Mespe s
STUTHRL STRERET, WANGANUIL,

GRORGE PLYGER,

r—[“;\ILOH, CLOTIIER, & OUTFITTER,
VierTonia AVENTUE

WANCGANTL

SUTTS (O GO0 MATERIAL) MADLE
TO ORDER AT THE LOWEST PRICE.

=" IIT GUARANTEED,

WILLIAM  MITCHILL,
O.—\l’.'l'l‘]!l & FORWARDING ACGENT,

srs Hine Mrannre, Wasaasr,

Conntry Ovders promptly attended to.

JAN, GIIATLAM,
1)Ll'.\]i’:i-7i{, GASFIETIN, TINSAILTIH,

Iove, o,

Ringway Srneer, WaNeasur,

Printed aud published by the Proprictar, AL T AWillis,
ar lis Uhivtos Printieer Works, Victorin Avenue,
Wianzanuei, New Zealind. October 1, 1855,
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