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ADDRESSES -
AND THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD. \

By Axxiz Busant.
Issued by the authority of the Nutional Seouler Socicty.
‘From the National Seceiar Society's Almanack.)
Tur Nauma oF CrLoes,

Frrnsps ; the perents of this child have
[hier] to this our platform, that in the presenee
Socicty e [she] may heve pablicly receive
which he [she] shall hereafter be known,

We do not, in thus naming the child, either moek
imitate the office of Christin Baptism,  Dut sinee
eliitd must be known by some mame i the society to
Le [she] belongs, it is well and brotherly that tll'e name shall
he wiven in the presence of his [her] parents, friends, and of
those who will survound his [her] expanding life,

We do not asls from the ehild any prowise of renouncal
of o world of whose value hie [slhie] is as ver lgnorant j nor
of pledge to be faithful to o erced he |sle] cannot as yut
appreciate ; nor of adherence to dograns he [shef s us yet
unable to cither intelligently embirace ovintelligently reject,
We o leave uwntl wanbeod  [womanhood] arrives, the
responsibilities of mankood [womanhood], and among those
responsibilities is the cholee of w erevd which shall color the
life, of o philesophy on which conduct shall be based,

But while from ths uncenseions babe we ask for no
promise, and while we reject as Lrvevelant impertinence any
pledge pretended to he givenin his [her] name, we do N
from the parents the promise that the child be kept free
from the tonel of the priest on his [her] entrance iuto life, |
shall also be guarded from priestly influence during the !
receptive yo;u‘s;bf childhood, and that no intrusion of priestly
autherity shall be permitted to mould the plastic thoughe,
nor fushien the ductile intellizence.

And we bid the parents vemember the sagreduess of their
duty to the yonng life they have given, and whosz future
lics so largelyat their werey. The body is to e tended,
trained and developed § the mind to be nurtured, filled and
cultured.  The best edueation  thelr means and their
opportunities permit, it is theiv duty to give to this child.
And when he [she| mrrives at years of discretion, it is their
duty to leave liim [her] with faculties trained and powers
sharpened, to choose hiy [her] own creed, to direet his [hev] |
own life. '

No anxiety is ours such ay wrings the heart of the
Clristian parent ; we fear no ctevnal hell, no mizery bevond
the grave.  We know of no wisery that man cannot heal,
no liell the fires of which man cannot quench,  Weweleome
the new Jite with gladness, and without dread,

And now, what shall we wish for the child we nume
to-day, the ebild [here fusert name].  Let us wish that
hereafter hie [she] may have intefligence to see the truth,
enthusinsm to cmbrace the teath, cowrage to proclaiin the
tratl, loyalty to live the truth,  In the ehildren is the hope
of our movewent, in their future the motive for our struggle.
Tet us liope that our lives may make this childs Jife the
brighter; that our treading down of evil things muy mnke
his {her] path the smoether 5 that our courage and devotion
may lift his [her] carcer iuto o purer and healthier
atmosphere.  And let us hope, also, that when the loved
flag of I'veedom fulls frow one hands, palsied at the touch of |
Tewtl, these hauds may catelr it and earry it on further, and
that in his manhood [her womanhood] [here fisert nams]
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Tur DrriaL or THE DEan.

Fricads ; we arve met here to-day to render the last offices
of vesprat, the Tast tribute of alluction to a friend aud
fellowaworker, to lay in its last vesting-place the body of
[insert namel.  We meet with Leavy Learts, heavy with
sympathy for those whose sorrow we here reverenty shave,
Across this epen grave we look into the very face of Death,
and we look with eyes tear-blinded but without one thought
of fear,

Sud is death at all tines.  Sad oven when {as now {44z
dead haed rewched oll uge] Death comes in the evening
of life, to luy on eyes dim with age the poppies of un
endless sleep ; when he renders 1igid the museles palsied
with a long lifes toil, and chills into silence the tongue
wrown stilt with age.  [Here insert ong o1 both of the |

FOR THE NAMING OF CHILDREN | Sollowing paragrophs, according as the dead was in ma fure

fife or in youth: Sudder when Death hrenks off manheod
[womunheed] in its prime, bringing night while noon is high
in the heavens, aud sleep while vigor and energy for wark
renvain.  But saddest of all, perhaps, is Death when he
strilees down, as now, the youth [the maid] in the flush of
Lis [her] morning, with 21l the promise of the future unkept
all the liepe of the futnre unfulilled]. Tt were hoartless to
deny the sadness and the gloom-shadow east by Death, and
the tears that drop inte the open grave ave tears that sally
no courage, nor have to manhood aught of shame., Yot
since Death must come to all to whom Hie has come, while
it were cruclty not to sorvow, it were cowardice to break
into despaiving and useless vepining.  While we give teary
to the dead, let us from the grave turn back to life, life
which has still its duties, if for o while it have lostits glovy
and its joy.

The message which comes from this open grave I8 one of
Love mnd of Work,  Of Love, in that our dead reminds ug
that when the grave opens love's work is closed, and bids
us be gentle to the living that we may need to dvop no tears
of vemorse over the dend. Love should be the dmnght
oflined to the lipsof the living, not enly the libation poured
ont on the corpse in the tomb,  Of Work, in that he [she]
recalls to us that Hiu iy wneertain and brief at its longest;
that all we ean do to Liclp and to improve our generation
ranst bedone new, while this priceloss treasuve of life is ours,
and that when death's night overshadows vs owr work iy
done for ever, for either good or ill.

We leave our dend to his [her] vest.  We give him [Ler)
baelt to that great mother who bears and destroys, evolves
and reealls, builds up and pulls down, to Nature the One
and the All) the Eternnl Life and Death, with wham Death
iz but the fivst stage of new life.  For us, we tun baek to
our worly, while consclous life remains to us, to do our hest
until anr turn to sleep shall come.  Hope and work beleng
to the living ; sleep and rest to the dead.  We Jeave him
[her] to eternal rest, and bid him [her] tenderly our last
Favewell.

An old slander on Thomas Paine, which has been
revived recently, is thus met by Thomas Curtis, a well-
known oid Philadelphia Freethinker, who writes as
follows to the ¢ Boston Investigator '— In the year
1853, the Rev. John Chambers, pasior of the Broad
Street Independent Church, of Philadelphia, announced

in a sermon on Paine, that one member of his
congregation knew him, and would testify to his

great wickedness, cte. The gentleman referred to
proved to be a Mr. Bruen, a retired wholesale merchant
ol New York, but at that time resided in Walnut Street,
uear 16tl, Philadelphia. Incompany with Mr. Thomas
Tliman, engraver, and Mr. James West, shoe dealer, 1
visited Blr Druen at his residence, the day alter the
anncouncement was made by Mr Chambers.  AMr. Bruen
stated that he had lived nearly opposite the house
where My, Paiae lived and died, and that he had eoften
scen lhum. The following questions were then put to
Mr. Druen in writing -

1. Did you ever see Thomas
intoxicated? Answer—No.

2. Dul you ever hear of Thomas Paine being a
drunkard 7 Answer—2No,

3. Do you suppose if Thomas Paine had been a
drunkard, or given to intoxication, you would have
heard of 1t?  Answer—2ost certamnly, because the
man was so prominent that anything about himself and
life was matter of public comment,

4. What do vou know of the condition of Paine
previous to his death 7 Answer—1 was told, at the
ume, by aneighbor, who visited him in his last hours,
tnat Thomas Paine died as he lived, an apostate to
Christianity.

The facts as here stated were published the following
day as an advertisement in the ¢ Philadelphia Ledger,’
and no attempt at contradiftion was ever made by
ev. John Chambers, or by Mr. Bruen, to both of whom
coples of the paper weresent.  Althiongl this emphatic
denial was thus publicly made, yet the following year
the clerical gentlemen still continued their slanders, as
they do at the present day.”
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