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Blasphemy, it appears, is not within the bounds of '

the criminal law of New Zealand— ¢ crimes against
religion ” not having been suggested as among the
necessities or luxuries of a young community carving
out homes in the wilderness. If the Codifiers were not
mere copyists, they thought the time had arrived when
the crimes in question should be added to the resources
of civilisation, and that the new Code should equip the
minions of the law with the mecans of suppressing
irreverence dignified by the pame of crime. The
Freethought Conference, under the competent guidance
of Mr. Stout, passed a resolution in favor of petitioning

against the introdudtion of the “erime,” and it would |

now seem to be the duty of Freethinkers to unite in
defending the liberty they already posscss, whether
such liberty be duc to an oversight or the generous
mmpulses of legislators, There no occasion for
protecting religion by means of the criminal law,
Ribald attacks on any form of religious confession only
injure those who make them and give to theclogy the
appearance of virtues it probably dees net possess.
No Freethinker aliows his criticism in its severest form
to degenerate nto “indecent language.” But it was
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well shown at the Conference that if the Code became |
law, the liberty of a Freethinker might some day be :

placed at the mercy of an orthodox and bigoted jury.
A Christchurch newspaper, in criticising the action of
the Conference, says the ¢ ecrime’ will be discussed
from a politica/ point of view when the Code 1s under
consideration in Parliament. The meaning of this is
net quite clear, It is a political axiom that the
legislature should not unnecessarily create crime, and
this is sufficient reason why it should not enact
blasphemy.

Under the head of ** Crimes against Religion " is the
offence of assaulting ministers of Religion, * Every
“one is liable to two years' imprisonment with hard
*labor who—(1) DBy force obstrudts or
*prevents or endeavors lo obstruét or prevent any

threat or

“clergyman or other minister of religion, in or from
“ lawfully officiating in any church, chapel, mecting-
‘“ house or other place of religious worship, or i or from
 the'performance of his duty in the lawful burial of the

““ dead in auy churchyard or other burial-place; or {2} |

© Strikes or offers any viclence to, or arrest upon or
“under the pretence of cxecuting any civil process,
“#any clergyman or other minister of religion who is
“engaged in, or to the knowledge of the offender is
“ about to engage in, any of the rites or duties mentioned
“ in the last subsection, or in going to perform the same
“or returning from the performance thereol.” There
is a further clause entailing a penalty of forty pounds
for *disturbing public waorship,” These clauses donot
specially concern Freethinkers except as citizens
careful to guard against abuses which affeét the body
politic.  Now is tlhus special legislation called for? A

' jury and be liable to two years with hard labor!

is summarily dealt with, but if he be guilty of the same
offence against a clergyman he will be sent before a
Is
there any reason for the distindtion? In a country
where there is no State Church priests are citizens and
nothing more, or the State departs from its secular
character, The foundation of all punitive laws is the
protection of person and property, and the question
arises in every act of legislation whether a suggested
penalty is sufficient in a given case of infracion, The
legislator is well aware that excessive punishment
defeats its own ends, by creating sympathy for the
criminal, through which his chances of escape are

. Increased; and the penalty is made to err on the side of

: leniency rather than on that of severity, in order that

the more effective deterrent of public reprobation may
supplement the sentence. It may be said that the
penalty 1s & maximum one, and that the judge las the
discretionary power of apportioning the punishment to
the rature of the offence. DBut it is the duty of the
judge to keep in view the intentions of the legislature,
and if for one offence a maximum penalty of three
months imprisonment is provided, aud for another two
years, he will consider himself bound to recognise the
distinciion. It is moreover an abuse of terms to
describe a common assault upon a clergyman as a
“‘crime against religion,” as it simply comes within the
commmon category of an offence against socicty, and
should be dealt with as such. It is best for all parties
—clergymen, religion, and soclety at large—that the
clause should be swept from the Code.

The taxation of church property is a question which

t will become more urgent as its merits are Dbetter

. why church property should not be exempted.

appreciated by the electers gencrally, It is difficult to
see why any property should not pay its fair share of
cither local or general taxation. If the property is
much the owners are better able to pay; 1if it is little,
the sacrifice will not be cruel.  There are two reasons
The
first is that it receives the same protection and the
same enhancement of value from the Government and
the progress of society, as any other kind of property.
The second is that the State, in exempting ecclesiastical
property from taxation, is distinctly recognising religion,
and wandering outside the secular sphere to which, in
the colonies at least, it professes to confine itself.
Freethinkers in some instances have claimed exemption
for their own halls and places of meeting on the
ground that they are a religious body. In one sense
Freethought is a religious movement, and its ¢claims to
exemption are just as good as those of a theological
sect ; but that does not make the demand for exemption
geod in itself, and we think it not advisable or indeed

. Justifiable to prefer an indefensible claim on the ground
., that others have obtained the same concession as that

drunkard commits an vrdinary assault on a citizen and

sought for. The best plan is to ask candidates for the

Assemply whether they will agree to tax Church
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property, and in this and other ways to put on the
requisite political pressure to attain the object in view.
There is another reason that occurs to us why property
of this kind should be taxed. It nearly always happens
that the property increascs so much in value in the
course of time that the Church is tempted to sell, and
is thus enabled to amass wealth by a purcly commcrcial
transaction. Bills are frequently brought into the
legislature to cnable sites of churches to be sold, when
no questions are asked if all the parties are agreed.
Indeed it can hardly be denied that Church property
is simply corporate property held on commercial
principles and dealt with for the benefit of the
corporation, The justice of taxing the article therefore
appears to be maintainable.

The Premier has been imitating slightly the Oracle
of Delphi on the subjedt of Education. e suggested
a number of to him impracticable reforms or changes,
but his objedt in pursuing this liue of obscrvation is not
distint.  So far as we follow his oracular speech,
we supposc the speaker to have meant that cconomy
will be promoted in the only pradiical way by the
adoption of a denominational sysiem in towns. Un
one point the oracle was clear: the Premier is a
denominationalist, expressing, however, only lus own
personal views on the question, But it must not be
imagined that the town denominationalist is ditferent
from the denominationalist proper ; the fadt beiny that
denominaticnalism is impossible in the country districts.
We are led to the conclusion that the Scétarians want
to control education where there is no trouble, but
would throw the expense and responsibility of providing
cducational wants In the outlying districls on the
Government.  The Premier may now Le accepted as
the leader of the denommationalist party.  So astute
and cautious a pohitician must have supposed that the
party was gaining in strength and would shortly be in
the ascendant, or he would hardly have ventured to
declare his opinious with so litile reserve. It would be
well that Freethinkers remember to ask some questions
of candidates at the next cledtion as to their opinions
about denominationalism. They cannot alford to sleep
when the irst Miuister of the Crown has exprossed
Ins hostility to the fundamental principle of the
cducational systent.

Bishop Nevill has been preaching in Dunedin a series
of sermons on questions of the day ; the subject of the
one before us, as reported in the * Morning Hevald,
being * Delief 11 Nature xamined,” The title is
somewhat curicus, but is explained in the following
terms :— 1 mean to test the value as far as | can of
“that trust or conlidence i the physical universe with
“ its phenomena which we arc so constantly exhorted to
“ maintain as preferable to a similar trust or confidence
“in God.” ‘There is an assumption here without proof
and gratuitous. The Atheist does not say he trusts in
Nature. On the contrary he admits its imperfeclion
and even argues from this against the existence of a
Creator.  The Bishop conscquently does not state the
Atheist's position, nor the Pauntheist’'s,  Referring to
two “ terms 7 in the physical universe, matter and foree,
the result of the ultimate analysis, Lishop Nevill asks
—¢are they sclf-existent or origmated 77 To  the
question Lie replies with a happy sententions confidence
as follows :—¢ [f you suy the latter, then there remaing
“a God to believe in; but if the forwer then you
“ gubstitute for the aclion of an intelligent being the

|

* operation of blind force.” But as there is no evidence
at all of an origin of matter or force, there is no evidence
of the existence of a God. On the other hand the
doctrine of the conservation of energy leads to the
conclusion that matter and force never had an origin.
The second alternative the Bishop uses to transfix the
Atheist on the other horn of the dilemma. Dut there
is 1o necessity to imagine a * blind force,” that is, a
force incapable of producing in matter all the forms of
Nature. The force and matter had only to contain,
not any form of intelligence, but the potentialitics which
produce Nature in all her forms., Of the cssence of
matter and foree it is admitted we know nothing, as we
can enly realise phenomena, and until Bishop Nevill
can give a complete definition of the terms, his predicate
ol a fewtiem gieid or + God 7 is illogical. He says again
—“carried up to the last analysis, you have not and
“ cannot have any real, absolute knowledge of Nature
“at all, and thercfore you cannot predicate auything
““ ahout her or about yoursclf as part of her.,”  This is
simply nonsense, for it might be predicated that Bishop
Nevill (o part of Nature) coulil have alsolute
Lknowledge the thing which he predicated was
undeserving of trust and confidence !

no
of

The Bishop, after his proof that nature was originated
by Gad, proceeds to show that Nature is not to be
trusted, and gives conclusive reasons unconsciously
for a distrust of God its creator, at the same time. Tle
asks questicns and svpplics the answers:(—v Then is
“she (Nature) always kind, always beneficent ? Here
a swollen river sweeps away the villages alony its
banks, making men homeless, chililren fatherless,
wives widows.
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Here brave mariners have struggled
with ocean billows through davs and nights of howlng
storms, only to be engulphed at last. There over the
dreary plain the seorching sun has pitilessly dried up
every pool, absorbed every drop of mosture, and men
and beast glare upon each other, drink blood, and
“die,  The relentless hurricane half a
s continent, the awful cataclysm, amid herce

thunderings and hellish glares, and darkness that may
be felt, swallows up o 1oo,cou fathers and mothers,
and leaves, perhaps, their babes o die, unless—
strange comparison ! - the tidal wave should come
and carry them away,” Yet this God is su, | sed to
have made this very Nature that cngulphs “brave
mariners " The moral question may well be asked,
Can we trusl a Deity any more than Nature that is so
merciless in his creations or originations?

devastates
or
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If a being
endowed with the attributes of Bishop Nevill's God
creates a machine which ¢ swallows up 10,000 {athers
and mothers, and leaves perhaps the babes to die,” the
moral responsibility attaches to the God and not Lo the
machine.  And just in proportion to the weight of the
Bislhiop's argument, is the guilt of his Deity. For the
same reason that an Atheist docs not trust Nafure, he
could not believe in a God who is alleged {o have made
it so morally and physically imperfedt. The DBishop's
diatribe against Nature is really an indictment against
its supposcd author.

A London Ariizan, in the ¢ Fortnightly Review’ for
Januvary, conchudes an article en The Wives and
Mothers ot the Working Classes,” in these words i(—
< Depend upon i, no cobbler enjoys making a good
shoe as much as the eobbler whose [tiends in his leisure
hours are Shakspere and Milton; and no woman is
likily to serub ailoor the worse or darn a stocking less
neatly for having learned to love George Lliot and
Longfellow.™
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Aassing Alotes.

Alve Herberl  Spencer writes 1o the ¢ London
Atheneuny,” complaining of the inexcusable misre-
presentations made by the Duke of Argyll in eriticising
bis (Speucer's) Data op fihice.  1le says that the Dule,
i s hook enutled Zhe Uwity of Natwre, puls in
quolation-marks  scntences which bear not even a
remote resemblunce to any sentence which he himscolf
had used, Ao Spencer asks it the Duke can cenlend
that this conrse is defensible,

The Dill now Defore the Mussachuseits Legislature
with releveuce to adimiting the testimony of atheists
courts reids thus :— Section seventeen of chapter one
hindred wnd sixty-mine of the Pablic Statutes s hierehy
amainied by striling out the following words @ ©and the

evidence of sueh puson’s dishelief o the exisience of

God may be recclvad 1o affeet his eredibility as a
witnesz " This aendment has already passed the
senate, amd isLikely Lo become law,

The Frectioughie Conferenee hrought und

Creview
aguestion ol the '

L ommpariance when i aeeed A
vesaution o favor ol o Bl being intradned in the
Areviebly o pravide for the incorporation of ©

sacn as the 1 nowrnt HFederal Ukion sl the
WGirs OF 1 it The il shouid be
chade il bodies desiring

cL
I

Serielies,

A .y
S Ss0UTR
cuneral By dts seop
[owvrould Sisnire conlineince it Mr Stout
N A . .
tted @osbort mensure of the kind avd cotrusied 3¢ 1o

suitie coltpetert niemnben of the Legisinture,

TN PeTL o0,

MW Luave recen aopaenphilel anoc Tasction of
Church properiv” pubiichad by the Hoston  Iree
NG wirocinbion, and desucd by our Dudelindgalile

fricid = Blue T'encil,” wwho has causeld a copy to be
cente cach Froctiouchl Asseoindion m New Zeaband.
Thepamplidet deser’bes the position of Church property
i the Uniited States and wrees the donger of aliowing
1o decuulate 1t enonnous quantities through its
exemption from Guadion. The action of onr friend is
opportune, the Associntions of the Colony being about
to move the Legtsiature 1o alter the law,

The Pope lately ekl a congregation of cardinals,
whene he informed that b hod consicted Lo the Sceret
Archives, for the informcation of posterity, a detailed
account of his conversation with the Crown Prinee of
Gurnany. It would beonly fair that the Prince should
bave heen allowed 1o make s notes of the conversation
to accompany the Pope’s version into the Archives.
Fer notwithstanding inla2ilibility, the version of Ilis
Flotiness witl be i one-sided afiir and posterity will
only he dmpardacly infonned, Perbaps posterity will
nol so much care what cither Pope or Prince said on
Lie vecasion,

Aceording to the © Ltalia,” the Mahdi is 1ot so black
as Leis painted, It scems that a correspondent of
that paper, a missionary who succecded in eseaping
fromn Upper Fpvpt to Cairo, states that the False
Proplict treats his prisoners remarkably well,  They
are lodged 1o tents and properly fed; and, when some
sisters of charity and Cathelic missionarics expressed
some natural anxiely to the fate of somie onec
Bundred and fifty children whom they had baptized
and whose education they had beon snpervising, the
Mabidi had the Little converts brought to camp, and
intrusted to the care of their masters and mistresses.
Lt this information is correet, it will he possible to think

s

betier things of the ficree soldier of Islam who is
cavsing such trouble in the Soudan,
The © New Zealand Presbyterian © winds up an

article on the = Diest Free Presbyterian Cliurely of
Otago ™ with he Iollowing remaurks :(—+ The Presbhy-
teri Canel vhaubl be stvony enough here to alford
: to the deveiopmant of varions {yvpes, without
g or scitian, I howaever, they mean more than
soand ntendd cronticg another rival Ireshyterian
cof wlieh Wdistinctive prineiple shall be s Ne

voave perpelrating a most egrevious
ey drig en for o fewe years o wretched
extetence, but st surely perish from off the carth as

dusder. P

a withered leaf, A chureh with such sort of distinctive
principle writes its own epitaph,  \What a reading of
Christianity does that action imply ! That men should
thus nnwittingly play into the hands of Popery, and
nmake the Church the scorn of the infidel.”

FREETIHHOUGHT CONFERENCE.

In continnation of the proceedings of the Con-
ference, we give Mr, Stout’s address on * Free-
thinkers in Relation to the State,” as reported 1n
the * Otago Daily Times” He understood the term
“Frecthought” to mean a person who could think
freely on all religious subjeéts without starting first
with a prolession  of belicf.  The Freethought
Asseclation had no crecdal basis; members were
admitted wilh differing views upon religious, political
and social questions.  There was ng intention of
founding a new rellgion, but the the object of the
Assoclation was to mamntain individual liberty in the
highest questions affedting the race. As members of
the Association they are not Atheists, or Agnostics, or
Christians, but sunply men with diflerent views met
together to uphold the liberty to think as they pleased,
and to express their opinions, —(Applavse). The need
of such an Association was shown in many ways., Ils
needed not to zllude to what was passing in other
countries, and would simply draw attention to what
was happening in this Colony us showing the need of
such union as had been sketched bemng formed, if in
New Zealand they were to maintain the religious liberty
they had enjoyed in the past. The State might be
looked upen as a kind of joint-stock company, based on
what was termed contradt—every person giving up a
certain share of individual liberty and obtainmg the
[ lawy, autherity, aud peace, or as a growth,

benelits of
to obtam a corredl idea of whicli it would be necessary
to trace its history from the far-back Aryan family
throngh all its developments to the present day.
Whetlier the State was founded on the fanciful contract
theory, or had come as a slew development, as the later
ard perhaps better writers maintained, at any rate it
was recognised that the State had limited fundtions,
and its sole object should be to promote the highest
social and the hizhest individual life; and if they found
any  State aoterforing with religicus  freedom  and
mdividual liberty more than was absolutely necessary
to mamntain good order and peace among its citizens,
they at once denominated that State tyrannical. The
fact must not be overlooked that the” State, like the
individual, has bias.  Althoush in New Zealand there
was no State teligion, vet the Old Land was obtruding
iselt in all kands of ways.  Tor ecxample, not 2o years
ago in Otago public meetings were opened with prayer,
and school committee meetings had to be opened with
prayer before they could proceed with the ordinary
school committee work., The same bias still existed in
Parliament, wlhere, before an lmpounding Grdinance
or a Goat Nuisance Bill was considered, proceedings
must be opened with prayer, though Cabinet meetings
were not opencd with prayer, and it was not considered
necessary to begn with prayer asitting of the Supreme
Court when a man was tried for murder. Then the
State system of cducation was to be Sccular, but the
school-books inculecated many lessons concerning the
Christian religion, so that Freethinkers had a right to
compiain on that ground. Ie mentioned these things
to show that they liad brought to this Colony a bias in
thesc matters.  For on all sides it was admitted that
the State had nothing to do with religion, and, in 2 &,
the State could have nothing to do with religion unless
1t selected one religion and made that the established
religion in the Colony. If it was not the duty of the
State to look after the religious training of adults, it
could not be its duty to look after the religicus
cducation of the youny, A State religion in this Colony
was nnnecessary and impracticable, and therclore he
submitted that the duly of the State in relation to
religion was ool Lo interfere with opinions, but to allow
each man 1 the State to hold what upinions he pleased
so long as he did not defume or stander his neighbour,
or create a breach of the peace or a riot—that was,
that so long as good order and peace was maintained,
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the State had no right to interfere with the religious
beliefs of the citizens. That was all that Freethinkers
asked for, and surely they had a right to obtain it.
He had Deen led to make these remarks in
consequence of something that had been done by the
New Zealand Parliament at its last session. A
criminal code had been prepared by the Statutes
Revision Commission, and had been copied almost
entirely from the English criminal code. This code,
he might say, created two or three new crimes in New
Zealand. Section 135 was headed ¢ Crimes against
Religion,” and according to it anyone was liable to a
year's imprisonment who published any blasphemous
libel, and whether it was a Dblasphemous libel or not
was to be a question of fadt— that was, that it would
be left to be decided by the jury.  Hitherto there had
been no such thing as blasphemy in New Zealand, for
the obvious reason that before there could be blasphemy
there must be some religicn recognised by the State.
This was clear from the case of Regina v. Gathercole,
in which Baron Aldersen said : “The point is whether
there is only a libel on the whele Roman Church
generally, or on Stouton Nuunery. In the former casc
the defendant is entitled to an acquittal. . . . A
person may, without being liable to prosccution for it,
attack Judaism or Mohammedanism, or cven any sect
of the Christian religion save the estallished religion
of the country ; and the only reason why the iatter is
in a different situation from the others is because it is
the form estadlished by lawe, and is therefore a part of the
coustitution of the country. In like manner, and for
the same reasons, any general attack on Christianity is
the subject of criminal prosecution because Christianity
is the established religion of the country. It might be
said that in New Zealand a person charged would have
the benefit of a jury, but he would undertake to say
that if a Freethinker were prosccuted for blasphemy,
the prosecutor would take good care that none but
orthodox people should be on the jury. The proposed
criminal code would create for the first time in this
Colony what were called crimes against religion, and
this of itself showed the need of watchfulness on the
part of all who valued individual liberty. If a man
acied wrongly to his neighbour he could be punished,
whatever his religious or irreligious opinions might be;
so that as the State could deal with questions of condu
or morality, and provide for public pcace and order,
there was no need to import into their legislation this
question of religious opinions. He did not think the
code had been introduced with theidea of favoring any
one sect ; it had been, like o great many other things,
slavishly copied from the Inglish At Sut if
Parliament meant to maintain in the Colony true
religious liberty, it would not allow to stand on the
Statute-book such a thing as a crime against religion,
He would propose, in order that the mecting of
Freethinkers in conference asscmbled might protest
against the creation of a noew crime—* That 1 the
opinion of this mecting of I'reethinkers it is unwise,
unjust, and unconstitutional to create what arc termied
crimes against religion in New Zealand, and this
meeting protests against the passing of the clauses in
the proposed criminal code which purport {o create
such a crime.”

Mg. R. RurrerrForb seconded and spoke in support
of the resolution.

Mr. I. N. Wartr also stated that he cordially agreed
with the motion, which, on being put, was carried
unanimously,

Asin our lives, 5o in our studies, it is most, becoming and
most wise to temper gravity with clieerfulness, that the
former may not imbuz their minds with melanclioly, nor
the latter degenerute into licentiousness.—PrLixy,

It issometimes urged that to deny the immortality of thesonl
is to reduce man to the level of the beast,but it is forgotten
that mankind are not quite ona level. Take the savage
with lower jaw projecting fur in advance, and compare him
with Daute, Shakespeave, Milton, or Voltaire, Take the
Papuan and Plato, Bsquimaux and Confucius, and then
ask whether it is possible to contend that all human beings
have equal souls,— Has Man a Souit” by C. Dradlangl,

THE CHRISTIAN BATTLE FIELD.

*Think not that I am come to sead peacec on Earth; T come not
to send peace but a Sword.” St. Maihew X1, 34,

There are some extraordinary coniradi@tions in
connection with the Christian faith ; according to ong
testimony the advent of the founder of this wondrous
creed, was heralded by Angels, who proclaimed “ peace
on Iiarth and geod will towards men.,”  DBut it appears
to me that in this ease asin the Charge at Balaclava
“somebody Dblundered.”  In the carlier ages of
civilisation it might have been right to say of the
people :(—

** Their's not to reason why
Their's bat to beficie and dic”-—
and like the brave and devoted slaves—the gaudily
attired human machines employed by crowned tyrants
—towaste their blood and sweat for the agorandizement
of the privileged few. The spread of knowledae has
however changed the state of things, and though
humanity still suffers from innumerable woes, not the
result of physical causcs, but the diret products of
ignorance and crime, the Pioncers of Freethought are
continually asking “ the reason why.”  The professed
attitude of the Christian Church was for many
generalions aggressive, against paganism, ignorance
and tyranoy, at first; subscquently against Science,
liberty and trath, but still awsressive. “ Peace on
earth and good-will towards men ™ was a myth, The
sword, the dungcon, the stake were realitics.” Though
to-day the church is nol strong enough to wield the
sword, ner to drag its victims to the stake or the
headsman’s block, the keys of the dungeon have not
yet been entirely wrested from her hands, and the desire
to persecute those with whom she dilfers is as strong
as ever ; but the Army of Progress is now the invading
force, and Christianity has to stand on the defensive,
Now and again she singles ont some advanced picket
from our ranks, onwhich to vent her wrath ; as the post
of honor 1s nccessarily one of danger, our brave
comrades have at times to suffer. The most recent
examples of these are Messrs Toote, Ramsay, and
Kemp, and though last not least, Charles Lradlaugh.

\hile on one hand we mark the ferocious spirit
displayed by the disciples of this “ religion of love,” it
is also well to observe how the professed defenders of
Christianity are compelled ever and anon to make
concessions to the spirit of the age.  In the same issue
of a local paper—the * Stan” of March 12th—1I read news
from both camps.  The IFFreethinkers of New England,
U.5.A., arc reported 1o have formed an Association
with the following cnds in view:  that Churches be not
excrmpt from taxation, that judicial caths be abolished,
that all laws enforcing the observance of the Sabbath
and Christian morality (?) e repealed, the Bible
removed from  public schools, anl government aid
refused to sedtarian teaching,” If this report be true
our Amierican bretiiwen have sketched out a tolerably
broad programme, sulliciently comprehensive and
aggressive 1o meet the views, I should think, of the
most advanced Freethinker, My atfention was next
drawn to the following facts which I summarize from a
paragraph in the paper named. At a meeting of
clergymen and sunday-school {eachers presided over
by an Archdeacon, a minister of the Church read a
paper *“on the best method of making sunday-school
work effective.”—* He advocated teaching children as
little of the dogmas of religion as possible, and the
inculcation of the more 1mportant principles of
Christianity "-—whatever that may mean—in the minds
of the children as being the best nicans of training them
for an age when there was so much guestioning and
seepticism (the italics are mine).  He also advocated the
improvement of sunday-schiool buildings in country
parishes ; where, we may presume, ornamentation is not
teo abundant; and further sugyests the “making of
childrens’ services as bright as possible,” which in ny
opinion will necessitate the climination of the {errors
ot Hell. A discussion followed as a matier of course,
and it was finally resolved ihat the ecditor of the
¢ Church News' be requested to publish (lic essay in
question,  The next colummn to which 1 turned
contained a brief report of the Frecthought Convention
sitting at Dunedin, who passeda resolution sympathising
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with Charles Bradlaugh; thus we see, war between l
science and priesteraflt is continually going on, and the
weakness of our opponents displays itself in their
spasmodic struggles for the supremacy endimng In
concession, In the mecantime, foremost in ihe van
stands thestalwart figure of Charles Bradlaugh; abused,
nsulted, belied, « C;tmmc'd at with shot ‘md thH M hc
still shows a bold front to the coemy, and justly doc;
he deserve our sympathy and help, "To lis friends and
admirers [ dedicate the following lines - —

DARLE TO HAVE A PURPOSE.

Tune—>oeody and Sankey’s Cellection, No 7.

Faithful to his promise true,
In form and presence grand,
Defving all his foes can do,
See our hero stand. !
Hail! Hail to Bradiaugh, standing ticre alone,
Who dares to have a purposc, and dares to make it known.

Free to the alr our banners toss,

TFor justice boldly stand,

And brave the champions of the cross

I3y joining Bradlangh's band,
Shout, huzza for Bradlaugl, standing there alone,
Who owns no god but Justice, and dares te make it kncwn, !

Priests and courticrs, great and small,
Who lord 1t o'er the land,

Now perched on high will surely fall,
When met by Bradlaugh's band,

Sheut, huzza for Dradlaugh, who dares to stand alone ;
Who owns no god but Justice, and dares to make it known,
With Watts and Aveling, Symes and Moss,

And Saladin the 'f.and
And gallant Foote and Ramsay,
We'll shout for Bradlaugh's band.
TTail !t hail to Bradlaugh, he shall not stand alone
yWe'll hold aloft his banner, and proudly make it known,
Cranres J. Rax,

it
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ANSWERS,
PLURALITY OF WORLIIS.
It answer o query in your April number, ©\What
position does scicnce eceupy with regard to the idea of
piurality of worlds, and what wre the most recent
authorities available 77 with your pernussion I will
state iy position. Deing an admirer of the scientisgs
I am auxicus to answer your correspondent, and teli
him what they think of 2 question that is scoured with
scorn Ly all the erthedox; because onthe truth of the
pinrality of worlds lu_.(nmmg' universally known their
system or various systems or schemes that ey have
invented nust fail to pieees. [t s true the Bible 1s
dead against us; but as many statements that have
been made by the writers of that Bock have been

examined and {ewmd iuncorrect, or rather untrue, the
statement made by 1t, or words to the effect that this
world of ours is the ouly humanly inhabited one, may
be examined as to the truth, 1o order that this paper
may be within the Limits allowed, your correspondent
must grant that tiue and space are cternal, that space
is filled with matter, and that the extent of that matter
exiends to ltu'nul space v every diveetion. This can
casily be Jdemounstrated, but not in this answer,  We
find ourselves an odd n ambu frem our sun or sturs —
there is nothimg whatever about our world to show
that it is wmore lighly favourcd than others.  Huoman
pride and human ignorance have given it a place it
does not possess. In the ccono'n_‘,' of Nature other
worlds are more highly faveured than we are; one of
them (I am spcal\mg of pur own system at prcscnt)
has perpetual spring; two of them have trains of
meoens atiending them, besides other appendages that
we are denied ; two of them have more light and heat |
than we have; and any of them are not in want of

anything we possess.  The sun hinself may be, and
pl'olmbl is, teeming with intelhgent inhalitants,

physically ld'LptLd for their existence. The idea that
the sun is a ball of ﬁrc or burning hydrogen gas
exciudes the idea of being inhabited;
consider that the sun cannot, and dees not, cmit any
licat to us unless his rays are received direct into our
dense atmosphere, and that there is nothing Dbut

but when we |

cternal ice and snow on our high mountain tops,
although basking in the summer sun, he may not be the
burning body that we have been taught he is, but that
our own atmosphere has as much to do in the
production of heat and light as he has. The same
may be said of the meon. We meet light here in
every circumst the water and out of it, in the
carth, without Light, heat, or atmosphere; but I do
not think the moon is whabitated—I think sheisa
dead moon at present. DBut that she may yet be
provided with an atmosphere which will create life on
her surface is probable. With our own plancts the
case is different, Take Venus or Mars, for instance,
cur ncarest neighbours on either side.  Our sister
Venus has a striking family likeness to us, her
appcarance, her weight, her size, her atmosphere, her
seasons, her moutains and seas, and everything that
has bcen observed bemg exactly the same as ourselves,
with the excepticn th at her year js 224 days and she
has no moon accompanying her. Mars is joo0 miles
in diameter, lie revolves within qo minutes of the time
that wwe do, his axis is inclined only a little more than
ours, he possesses the same circumstances to maintain
life that we do. This isstill further confirmed by the
two brilliant patches of ice and snow at his poles.
Permanent markings and conspicuous diversity of
colour clearly mark the presence of continents and
scas on hissurface, Trom lus always ruddyappearance
the soil would seem to consist of red sandsione.  The
scas havea greenish tint, but owing to a preponderance
of land we always sce Mars a ruddy colour. \When
we walk abroad on a clear starlight mght and direct
our view to the aspeet of the heavens, there are certain
veflections which will present themselves.  Are those
resplendent globes the dwellings of 1ntelligent beings?
The telescope fails to tell us,  But modern discovery
has collected together a mass of faéis connected with
the positions and motion, the physical charadter and
conditions forming a body of analogies the most
convincing.  All the plancts roll in regulated periods
round the sun; provisions in all respects similar—
similarly built, ventilated, warmed, illuninated and
turnished, supplied with the same alternation of day
and night, light and darkness, summer and winter ;
the same diversity of climates, the same agrecable
distribution of land and water.” The other stars being
at such an immense distance {rom us, 1t 18 impossible to
detedt the worlds revolving round them, but as our sun
difters Tittle from the other stars thc analogy or
presuraption Js o that all suns or stars have Dbodies
revelving rouad thent; that such bodies are provided
with telligent bemgs; and that such bodies extend
tocternal space in every diredtion. Tllammarion is the
latest authonty on this subject, but T have not seen his
book.—A~ AcNosTic. Grc\mouth, Apul 1884,

AU altl Hotes.

1 R]“\ r \IL\'T OF BURNS.

What is wanted as a dressing for burns is something
which will preserve the skin and hold it intadt until the
new one has formed ; that 1s, usually less than one weck,
After experimenting with a largenumber of substances,
I am convinced that there 1s nothing equal to what 1
have recommended several times, and which 1 here
repeat—the covering of the burn with the mixture of
equal parts of the white of cgg and sweet oll thorcughly
beaten together.  If the skin is broken or displaced, it
should be carciully brought to its original position, and
if there is vesication, the serum should be removed by
puncturing with a fine necedle and applying gentle
pressure ; then the parts should be freely covered with
this mixture, which forms a kind of paste, and, te give
greater sccurily, strips of fine muslin or gauze may bhe
laid over the wound. This should not Le removed till
the new cuticle has fully formed and become sufficiently
firm to bear cxposure to the air.  If further vesication
takes place under the dressing, the scrum should again
be removed, as alss only pus, if it should form, and then
more of the dressing should be applied. 1f, through
motion or other cause, the wound becomes exposed—
and daily care is required to avoid this—more of the
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mixture should be promptly applied. The dressing
should completely cover and even extend beyond the
part injured, and generally by the third day the edges
may be trimmed off with scisscrs, and by from the
sixth to the tenth day the whole dressing can be
removed, leaving a perfectly formed cuticle without
blemish or scar. I can speak with great confidence of
this treatment, for, after an experience of more than
twenty years with it, in a large number of cases, I have
never been disappointed in its results.——Dgr. . T\
TaALBOT, in V. K. Medical Gazette.

HOT MILK AS A RESTORATIVE,

Mirx that is heated to much above 100° Fahr, loses,
for the time, a degree of its sweetness and density ; but
no one fatigued by over-exertion of body or mind who
has ever experienced the reviving influcnce of a tumbler
of this beverage as hot as it can be sipped, will willingly
forego a resort to it because of its having been rendered
somewhat less acceptable to the palate. The
promptness with which its cordial influence is felt is
indeed surprising. Some portions seem to be digested
and appropriated almost immniediately; and many who
fancy that they need alcoholic ™ stimulants  when
exhausted by labor of brain or body, will find in this
simple draught an cquivalent that will be as abundantly
satisfying and more enduring in its effects.— Zowiseife
Medical News.

Proguess.

CANTERBURY IFREETHOUGHT ASSOCIA-
TION,

We have to thank the Secretary of the above
Association (Mr. I, C. Hall) for the following items ;—

Christchurch, April 1g9th. 183,

Sir,—Besides discussions, music, and recitations, ve have been
favored with the following lectures since my last - Mr, Uilteliffon
“ Force and Matter;” Mr, Thomas Williams, on © Some Terings-
cences,” illustrated by a Panorama; Mr. Maclean, on * What =5
Religion;” Mr. Biltcliff, 2 “ Reply to Kev Green's Lecture on
Freethought.” Our Lyceum is prospering, and children and
teachers work well together. 1 think these children when they
grow up will be unwilling to pay people for telling them the old
old story.

The Christchurch Papers have been ridiculing the Salvarion
Army doings here. The white neckties are getting quite cross at
seeing their Incomes fall off through General L3ooth cutting down
the price, and retailing bleod and hell at million prices. To nmy
mind the Army is doing some good in shifting peoples’ ileas and
causing religion and respectability each to stand on its awn bottom,

A Christchurch sheemaker advertises :—* Soles mended while
you wait,” I don’t know why, but this gave me the idea of death.
bed conversions,

Sir William Fox lectuved here on Frecthinkers, and got abant
ten times more hearers than if e had advertised to lecture on
Christians.  Ibelieve he was not so cold-bleoded in hisg cxpressions
as that follower of the meek and lowly Jesus—the Rev, Gillies,

Mr. Charles Bright arrived here ffom Dunedin on the 14th.
instant and was met by several members of our Associntion. Mr.
Bright will lecture at the Frecthought 1Iall on Sunday (2oth)
Monday and Tuesday next.

Does it nat strike your readers that if religion alone can teach
morals the Christians, after all, don't particularly strive in morality.

Yours faithfully,
V. C. Hall,
Sceretary, CI0 AL

AUCKLAND RATIONALISTIC SOCIETY.,

Mr. W. C. Dewes, the Hon. Secretary, kindly
sends us the following :(—

Auckland, April 20, 188,.

Sir,~—Since the last report made by our forper Secretary, we
have been steadily pregressing, and now the Association numbeors
139 members, So far we have depended entirely upen loeal
assistance for our Sunday cvening lectures and readings, in spite
of which we have almost uniformly filled the Lorne Street Hall,
which holds some 400 or 500, with an apparently interested and
friendly body of peaple, We are organising a choir to furnish us
with music in the shape of glees, &c., which when perfected will
no doubt add very much to the pleasure of Sunday evening
meetings.  Our discussion class is fairly attended, but up to the
present we Lave dane little or nothing in the way of Sunday school
business. We are waiting for information as ta the best method of
procedure—perhaps you can kindly give us a hint or two? At a

mesting of the Association last Sunday, a resolution of thanks was
passed to “ Blue Pencil " for a number of valuable pamphlets. We
are expecting Mr. Charles Bright to give two week-day and one
Sunday lecture in the course of about three weeks. Trusting to
have some interesting communication for your next number,

Iam, &c.,
W. C. Dewes,
Hon. Secretary,

WAVERLEY FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

We have reccived the following from the Sceretary
of this Association ;-

Waverley, April 23rd, 1854,

Srr—1 wrote you last month that arrangements had been made
for helding a mecting for the purpose of establishing a Freethought
Association at Waverley. I am pleased now to be able to staie
that the movenent has been successtnl,  The first meeting formed
themsclves into a committee to obtain information. and report to a
public mecting on the 13th.  This they did, when it was decided to
organise a Society at once.  Mr, W, Symes was eleeted President,
and Messrs Mason and Winchcomb Vice-Presidents, the former to
act as Secretary and Treasurer. A committee of seven was also
elected, and they were empowered to prepare a censtitution and
by-laws, to be submitted to a general meeting on Sunday, the 20th
instant. It was also decided to ask Ar., Ballance, of Wanganui, to
give an address on that date, On Sunday, the zoth, the mecting
was well attended, over 30 persons being present.  The President
took the chair, and In a few appropriate words introdnced Mr.
Ballance, who was present in consequence of an invitaton from
the Seciety, The subject chosen by the speaker was the
“ Methods and objects of Freethought,” and it is havdly necessary
for me to say that 1n his hands full justice was done to the subject,
The andicnee were attentive and appreciative, as they frequently
evinced during the address, which occupied an hour and a quarter.
At the conclusion, the President moved a hearty vote of thanks,
which was svarmly responded to, The commitice then brought
down their report, recommending the constitution and by-laws
that appeared in the November nuniber of the Rivisw, with shight
alterations to suit circumstances, These wers adopted by the
members, and the Association may now be considered fairly
launched. Seeing that our members are very mnch scattered we
intend starting a fund for the purpose of providing a library,
independent of the subsetiption to the Assoclation, which has been
fixed at 25 6d per quarter, payable in advance. ily this means we
shall be in a position to precuve a number of buoks mmediately,
Mectings of the members will be held on cvery Sunday at 3 pom,
On bebalf of the Association I have much pleasive in ackowledging
a number of papers and a pampllet fram " Bine Pencil.” Ananyg
the papers, a late number of the Dee Journal was present, and we
have been speculating as to the ricaning intended o be conveved
by the donor.  Docs he hope we shall Le as brsy as that valuable
irsect 7 Or does he suppose that those interesting themselves in
the Trectheaght movement ave generally interested in scientific
matters? If the latter ke has certainly Tt the right nail on the
head, as a number of ovr membeors are already engaged in this
mteresting study, and bee culture will prabably be an mdustry of
some importance i this district, Hopimg that other districts will
follew our example and organise, and that the moverient will still
flourish,

I remain, yours truly,
H. T". Masox,
Hon. Secretary,

WOODVILLEFREETHOUG

The Secretary furnishes the following report for the
past mronth ;- —

Woudville, April a5th, 183),

Sk Since last writing vou the reverend gentlemen of the
district have been respectiully invited to come and address ns with
view to a debate, but up to the present none have accepted,  On
Good Triday an entertainment was given at the Methodist Chureh,
and it was advertised that no charge woulid be made, but a aood
collection was expeeted ! One speaker attributed the *canse ™ of
Freethinkers' existence to their sliclt knowledge af the Iiible, and
as an example spoke of a " Freethinker' who had asked him the
simple question, From whom was Cain's wife descended ? while
had he only read his Bible he would have krown that Adam lived
Soo ycars after, and had sons and daughters, and conseeuently,
Mr. Editor, must have married Iis own sister. Thers wete
a vood few I'reethinkers present, mnl owefes were taken of the
different specches made, which gave us plenty to discuss at our
meeting on the following Sunday; also to issuc polite invitations
lo three prominentspealiers to come and explain themselves, and
show us our error, but up to the present they have not accepted,

Liust Sunday we went to Pahiatua, about 14 miles awny, and our
President gave ihe residents there the Deneht of his address,
cntitled, " Past, present, and Puture.” which appeaved 1o be
appreciated. We had a most enjoyable day, for some of tlhe
members hired a coach, and one wicked man took his camers, nnd
obtained a group to celebrate the innngeration of Irecthought inta
the Pahiiatua district,

Yours truly,
Coas, A DEvax,
Hon, Seceretary W.F.A,
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WANGANUT FREETHQUGHT ASSOCIATION.

We have received from Mr, Buckrell, the Secretary,
an account ol the doings of the Association for the

month just past:—
Wanganui, April 26th, 1884,

S, — T have great pleasure in reporting the first social gathering
in coneexion with our Association, which tock place in the shape
of a tea meeting and concert on the 23rd April, in commemaoration
of Skakspeare's birthday. The tables were provided by ladies of
the Association, whe spared neither tronble nor cxpense to malke
their part of the entertainment successful, and their cfforts were
rewarded by the attendance of a very large gathering.  The ' good
things™ were thoroughly enjoyed by everyone,  Appreciation
seemed stamped upon the countenances of old and yeung. The
concert was just as successful as the tea meeting, and too much
praise cannot be bestowed upon those ladies and gentlemen,
members and non-members, who so kindly and ably gave their
SEIVICCS. )

I Lave received a report of the proceedings of the Council of the
New Zoaland Freethought Federal Union, Amongst the resolutions
passed by the Council to be submitted to the various Associstions
in New Zealand, T notice one protesting against the passing of
certain clanscs in the proposed criminal code for New Zealand,
which purports to create what are termed crimes against religion.
OF all present questions that concerns Trecthought in this coleny
I hold this is the oreatest, for it aims at the freedom of a portion of
the decpthinking and most intcllectual of its people. It s
essential that afl the Associations should at auce lnok this great
difiiculty in the face, and use every fair and legitimate means to
avert what ean only be looked upon as a great danger. .

1 am pleased to see an Association formed in Waverler, which
promises to be a farge and intluential organisation. [ know
several of the leading spivits by reputation, and can congratulate
the Waverler Freethought Association wpon possessing such able
men.

I take this opportunity of ealling vpon all those living in country
districts who are interested in Frecthought to attach themsclves to
the nearcst Association, in order to strengthen those that already
exist, I shall be most happy to supply, on application, any
information that may be required as to the mede of initiation, &e,,
used by the Wanganui Asseciation.

I remain, yours faithiully,
J. J. BuekrELL,
Secretary Wanganui Frecthought Association.

,

——

Science Alotes,

Tie Torar Destrucrion or Huuay Bopies.—M.
Afmde Girard having lately proposed at the Académie
des Scicnces the destruction of the badies of animals
dying of virulent diseases by means of sulphuric acid
(as their inierment docs not always secure from the
danger they may causc), M. Régnard resolved to try the
cflect of this substance on the human subject. Iis
experiments with the bodies of new-born infauts and
fretuses have been conipletely successful, and would no
doult be ecqualty so if tried on the adalt. To the
body of an infant he adds about double its weight of
the sulphuric acid of commerce, andaiter 24 or 30
hours of maceration, not a wvestige of the bhody
remained—the decomposition  having taken place
silently and without any smell. Neither the microscope
nor the test-tube can detect the slightest trace of the
body, beyond the prescuce of somce fat, phosphoric
acid and nitrogen.

Dr. Angus Smith's recent researches have led to
the discovery, that iu all natural waters sugar ferments,
and hydrogen gas is given olf.  The proportion of
hydrogen given off varies with the organic impurity of
the water, from the mountain strecam, to the worst
sewage s so that the proportion of hydrogen eveolved,
appears likely to prove a quanlitative test of the
activity or virulence of the microbes present in the
water.

The Bostonr aund Albany Railroad is building a
compound goods locometive, with two large and two
small cyiinders, thus initiating an  eatirely new
departure in the construction of railway engines.

G. J. Komanes recently delivered a lecture on
“ Instinct” to the members of the Birmingham and
Midland Institute, in which, alter defining the dilterence
between acts properly called instinétive, and those due
to reflex, muscular, or nervous motions, and also those
intelligently direéted, he dwelt upon the two causes to
which mstinét is to be attributed—namely, lapse of
mtcelligence in adtions originaiing  intelligently and
becoming by repetition automatie ; and natural sclec-
tion, these two causes adting frequently in combination,

He also dwelt on the plasticity of instinél, and
instanced the case of the dog—the spirit of fierceness
and sclf-reliance of the wild dog has been changed by
domestication to docility and faithfulness, and a sense
of depeadence upon his master ; and in addition new
instinéts have been developed, such as pointing,
retrieving, sheep tending, and guarding property, all of
which are strongly inherited.

Herr Poctscl has invented a method of sinking shafts

“in watery running ground, by first freezing the water,

and then working the frozen mass out by hand, The
wet ground 1s frozen by plicing pipes in bore holes;
and then passing through them a solution of the
Chlorides of Magnesium, and Calcuim, which reduces
the temperature to about 35° c.

The  Gesumdheit” discussing the resistance of
disease germs to disinfectants, remarks that it is ex-
tremely prebable, that the disease germ of small-pox is
present in the form of bacilli in the flnid, which is the
principal bearer of the infection—the lymph removed
from the postules. The degree of vitality of the bacilli,
varies in the different kinds of lymph ; the lymph from
cow-pox losing its capability for infection much more
readily than the so called human lymph.

During the gales in England of the 26th and 27th of
January, unprecedented wind pressures wereexperienced
ut the Torth Bridge Works. According to Mr. B.
DBaker, M.J.C.IE., the strongest gusts gave a momentary
pressure of 354 1bs. per square foot on the large board
zo0 square fect ; and of not less than 65 Ibs. per square
foot on the small board containing 14 square fect.

THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE.

Hudson Tuttill, in ¢ The Index,” writes :—The re-
ligion of the future will accept and embody the truths
ofallsystems. Indoing so, it will not inquire its source,
for {ruth bears the impress of no man’s ownership or
personality.  To it, Jesus in his manger, Mchammed
on his camel 1n the desert, or wisest monarch on his
throne, are the same. This religion will be the science
of life here and hereafier; and, as man is bound to the
universe as an integral part, his understanding of the
laws of the world will be 1ts basis. 1t will teach the
infinite poessibilities of man, and his duty to cultivate
these to the utmost,

The man who professes the religion of the future will
accept nature as his DBible, and regard all books as
valuable only for the truth they express.  He will have
no fear of offending God, but will fear to become cut
ol harmony with the laws of lis own constitution.
Fis theology will be anthropology, the study of himself;
the only devil will be ignorance; his faith will become
ripened  knowledge, and he will repose implicit
confidence in the laws of the world.

Infallible authority of books or castes, reverence for
antiquity, miracles, faiths, dogmas, saints, martyrs,
popes, priests, fear of angry gods, all the trappings
that have been received as divine, holy, sacred, wiil
perish before the keen flame of knowledge, and no
more blight the expanding spirit for ever. The old
rehigions with their hollow shams shall perish; but
morality, the growth of intelligence, freed from gross
and perverting idolatry, will achicve a nobility of
charaéter unknown before.

While all preceding religions have developed a

priesthood, superstitions, bigotry, persecutions,
arrogance of infallibility, and fostered ignorance,

selfishness, and servile fear of a terrible, relentless
God and his vicegerents, this will yield nobility of life,
highest ideals of perfection, calm reliance in the
presence of ommipotent forces, ail-ecmbracing charity
and philanthropy, an earnest and successtul endeavour
te actualize the ideal perfect life to which man aspires,
and which his organisation makes possible,

The Salvation Army of Denver, Col, puid its respects to
Col. #Bob"” Insersoll in o body, and exhorted him to vepent
ere 1t is too late.  The Colonel listened to them
philesephically, pulling away at his eigar and making the
smoke curl as he Llew it tnto the air. After they had
finished, he told them that he wounld con=ider what they
Dad told him, but couldn’t promise to accept their views.
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Wendell Phillips, besides being a great orator, was a
noted wit. His death revived the following story, which
was always good, and seems to grow better with each
repelition: As My Phillips was journeying over the New
York Central, a rather pompous clergyman approaching
him asked, “ What is your aim in life?” To which Mu.
Phillipa bluntly replied, “ To benefit the negro.”* Why
don’t you go Sonth, then, and do it?” inquired the Rev.
gentleman. “Well, that is worth thinking about,”
answered Mv Phillips, “ But, ” continued he, * I notice that
you wear a rather white neck-tie; I would like to ask what
is your aim in life?!” “To save sounls from hell,” was the
answer. “ Well| then, why don't you go tohelland do it ¥’
agked Mr Phillips, but he received no answer. His clerical
friend went into another car,

The ¢Boston Investigator' gives an account of the
unveiling a statue to Harriet Martineau at the Old South,
Boston, in the last week in the year. The statue is of heroic
size, and represents Miss Martineau ina sitting posture,with
one foot just visible resting on a hassock, The name of the
sculptor is Miss Whitney. Speeches were delivered by Mus
Mary Livermore, Wendell Phillips and the son of the late
Wm, Lloyd Garrison. Wendell Phillips—¢ the silver-
tongued Demosthenes”--speaking of the opposition Harviet
Martineau encountered on the Slavery question, said that
“in spite of all, she sougli ocut the Abolitionists and
expressed a desire to attend a meeting to be held. They
could not hold it in a public hall. There was no church
or hall open to them. The only place—veil your fuces,
Christians !—the only one that in those days was open to
the Abolitionists, was hired by Infidels, and over which they
had control. But the infidelity of that day is the Clristianity
of this.” (Applanse) The hall referred to was the Julian
Hall, accupied for lecturing by Abner Kneeland, who edited
the Investigutor 50 years ago.

“Tt is time that this illsuppressed murmur of all
thoughtful men against the famine of our churches; this
moaning of the heart becauseit is bereaved of the consolation,
the hope, the grandeur, that come alone out of the cultivation
of the moral nature ; should be heard throungh the sleep of
indolence, and over the din of routine, This great and
perpetual office of the preacher is not discharged.  Preaching
is the expression of the moral sentiment in application to
the duties of life. In how many churches, by how many
prophets, tell me is man made sensible that he 1s an infinite
Soul ; that the earth and heavens are passing into his mind ;
that he is drvinking for ever the soul of God? . . . . .
The faith should blend with the light of rising and of setting
suns, with the flying cloud, the singing bird, and the breath
of flowers. DBut now the priest’s Sabbath has lost the
splendour of nature ; it is unlovely ; we ave glad when it iy
done 3 we can make, we do make, even sitting 1n our pows,
a fav better, holier, sweeter, for ourselves."—EMERS0YN.

As yet the New TLearning, though seared by Luther’s
intemperate language, had steadily backed him in the
struggle. FErasmus pleaded for him with the emperor;
Ulrich von Hutten attucked the friars in salires and
invectives as violent as his own. But the temper of the
Revival was even more antagonistic to the temper of Luther
than than of Rome itself.  From the golden dream of a new
age, wrought peacefully and purely by the slow progress of
intelligence, the growtl of letters, the developement of
human virtue, the Reformer of Wittenberg turned away in
Lorror. He had little or no sympathy with the new culture.
He despised reason as heartily as any Papal dogimatist could
despise it. He lhated the very thought of toleration or
comprehension.  He had been driven by a meoral and
intellectual compulsion to declare the Roman system a false
one, but it was only to replace it by another system of
doctrine just as elaborate and claiming precisely the same
infallibility. Teo degrade human nature was to attack the
very base of the New Learning; but Hrasmus no sooner
advanced to it¢ defenee than Luther declared man to be

ANTIQUITY OF FREEDOM.

Here are old trees, tall caks and gnarled pines,
That stream with gray-greon mosses ; here the ground
Was]never trenched by spade ; and Howers spring up
Unsown, and dis ungathered. It is sweet
To linger here, among the flitting birds,
And leaping squirrels, wandring brooks and winds
That shake the leaves, and scatter, as they pass,
A fragrance from the cedars, thickly set
With pale blue berries. In these peaceful shades,—
Peaceful, unpruned, immesurably old, —
My thoughts go up to the long dim path of years,
Back to the carliest days of Liberty.

O ¥rerpoym ! thon art not as poets dream,
A fair yourg girl, with light and delicate limbs,
And wavy tresses gushing from the cap
With which the Roman master crowned his slave
When he took off the gyves, A bearded man,
Avmed to the tecth, art thou ; one mailéd hand
Grasps the Lread shicld, and one the sword ; thy brow,
Glorious in beauty though it be, is scarred
With tolkens of old wars; thy massive limbs
Are strong with struggling. Power ab thee has launched
His bolts, and with bis lightnings smitten thee ;
They could not quench the life thon hast from heaven,
Merciless power has dug thy dungeon deep,
And his swart armeurers, by & thousand fires,
Have forged thy chain ; yet, while he deems thee bound,
The links are shivered, and the prison walls
Fall outward ; terribly thon springest forth,
As springs the flame above a burning pile,
And shoutest to the nations, who return
Thy shoutings, whilc the pale oppressor flies.

Thy birthright was net given by human hawds ;
Thou wert twin-born with man. In pleasant ficlds,
Whilo yet our race was few, thou sat’st with hiny,

To tend the gniet flock and watch the stars,
And teacl the reed 1o utter simple airs.
Thou by his side, amid the tangled wood,
Didst war upon the panther and the wolf,
1is only foes ; and thou with him didst draw
The carliest furrows en the mountain side,
Soft with the deluge. Tyrauny himself,
Thy cnemy, althcugh of reverend look,
Hoary with many years, and far obeyed,
Is later Lorn than thou ; and as he mects
The grave defiance of thine clder eye,
The usurper trembles in Lis fastnesses.

Oh'! not yet !
May’st thou unbrace thy corslet, nor luy by
Thy sword 5 nor yet, O Preedom ! elose thy 1ids
In slnmber ; for thine enemy never sleeps,
And thou must wateh and combat till the doy
Of the new carth and heaven. DBut woulidst thou rest
Awhile from tomult and the frauds of men,
Those old and friendly selitudes invite
Thy visit. They, while yet the forest trees
Were young upen the unviolated earth,
And yet the moss-stains on the rock were now,
Beleld thy glerious childhood, and rejoiced. —Bryjant.

NAMES OF FREETHINKERS IN THE CALENDAR FOR

MAY,

. Iriday—Joan Bocher, burned, 135,

#. Saturday—R. Ceoper, died, 1868, Mandeveld burned for

denying Christ, 1330,
4. Sunday—William Kingdem Clifford, horn, 1845,
8. Thursday—J. 8. Mill, died, 1873.
10. Saturday—Tingo$, born, 1727,
12, Monday— Saint Siinon, died, 18235,
13. Tuesday —'L. Cooper, dicd, 1839,
Lt Wednesday— 1. Owen, born, 177F,
15, Thursday—T. Taylor, born, 1738,
16. Friday —Socinius, died, 1562,
19. Monday—J. (i, Fichte, born, 1762,
20. Tuesday--J. 8. Mill, horn, 1806.
21, Wednesday— Plato, Lorn, n.o., 429,
23, Friday—~Savanarola, buwrned, 1498, Copernicus,
1543

25. Sunday—R. W. Emersen, born, 1803,
27, Tuesday—Dante, 1260,

29, Thursday — 1, T. Buckle, died, 1862,
30. Friday—Voltaire, died, 1778.

POST FREE ON APPLICATION.

utterly enslaved by orviginal sin and incapable through any OA’I‘;\LOUUI{] of Books just published, embracing General,
efforta of his own of discovering truth or nm'iving ab USC[LI], Seientilie, l{elig.i()lls, Rationalistiu, andl Spirituzdistic
goodness.”—Green’s Short History of the English People. Literature.

BRAITHWAITE,

I never yet heard man or woman much abused, that
I was not much inclined to think the better of them ;
and to transfer any suspicion or dislike to the person
who appeared to take delight in pointing out the
defects of a fellow-creature.—[Jane Porter.

JOSETTI
BOOKSELLER,

D UXNTEDTIN.
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TC CORRESPONDEXNTS.

W.D. -Qur correspondent sends us a clipping front the New
Zealand Herald, in which a writer signing himself *‘Tadex”
ssserta that the Dunedin Freethought Association have *“dinmissed
their Secretary for the offence of exercising his freedom of thought.
In an uwnguarded moment this ventloman not only thought, bnt
expressed, some thoughts which were not the thoughts of the
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rogarding Freethinkers so that we may be able to vepel attacks of
& slanderous natuve,
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WANGANUIL, N.Z., MAY 1, 1884,

THE OBJECTS

OF ORGANISATION.

Tue I'reethought body in the colony having thought
fit to bring its numerous detachments into communi-
cation with each other, and to march in line, the
question has been asked by outsiders, What object is
to be gained by organisation which could not be
attained as well without it? It is urged that the
country is free, that individual liberty is not in jeopardy,
and that such dangers as the creation of *crimes
against religion' are either imaginary or would be
rendered harmless by the ‘good sense’ of the people
and their rulers, To which it may be replied that the
facts do not warrant indifference, but show Imore
coneclusively every year that “the price of liberty is
“eternal vigilance.,” The shapes that persecution
takes are protean. Al one time it is found in legal
prosecutions ; iu another in proscription, as in Mr.
Bradlaugh's war with the IHouse of Commens; in
another, persecution 1s to be seen embodied in social
prejudice.  Intheory, likerty of thought and expression
has for some time been admitted in England and other
countries; but In practice it can hardly be pretended
that we have more freedom than was enjoyed when
Tlume denied the possibility of miracles, and Junius
made Burke's ¢ blood run cold " by the * venom and
the rancour ” of his attack upon the King. To-day an
organisation exists in the United States whose ohiect
is to have Christianity recognised as a part of the
Constitution of that country, The success of the
movement would almost certainly inaugurate an era of
disfranchisement and persecution. Christianity has
cver been a persecuting religion, and there is no reason
to suppose that, given the opportunity, it would net in
New Zealand be true to its past history.

But the defence of Liberty is only one of the many
objecis of Freethought. Christianity is a great force
in the world, and if, as TIreethinkers believe, its
principles are false and hurtful to humanity, it must
receive no quarter. [t has been checkmated effedtually
in British India. The z50 millions who live under the
flag of England are receiving a Freethought propaganda
as adtive and potent as the Christian, and infinitely
more likely to succeed. For the prevailing religions
have ouly to be reformed and stripped of their moral
impurities to transform them into the religion of
humanity. Buddhism, as originally promulgated, is
the hest of all religions, and admirably adapted to the
genius of the people of India. Turning to Ingland
herself, Freethought is winning its conquests through
agnosticism in the upper strata of socicty, and by
means of two great secular organisations in the lower.
In France, Atheism meets Catholicism face to face.
In Germany, there is a metaphysical scepticism
enthroned in its Universities, and a happy indifference
in all religious questions widely spread throughout
TFatherland. In the British colonies,. the religions of
the mothier country have been transplanted, and
appear to flourish, yet in no part of the world has
scepticism so firm a hold in the minds of intelligent
men. It is still fashionable to go to church, to be
baptised, married, and buried by the church, to send

" wife and children twice on Sunday to church, and to

pay seat rents and subscribe moderately to missionary
enterprise. These are the conventionalities of society,
with which conformity is less difficult to the easy-
going man of the world thau to step out of the beaten
track and take the course into which his honest con-
victions might lead him. What says I'reethought to
all this? It finds a chaos of beliefs buailt up out of the
private interpretations of the Bible ; and it finds one
religious corporation with its semper, ubigue et omnibus,
with a mind of its own, and possessing a wide and
intimate knowledgze of what 1s passing 1n every country
in the world., The Protestants have for some time
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been inclined to doubt the infallibility of the Bible.
With the most intelligent the Old Testament has
become a mere record of what man, not the Lord,
said, while such doétrincs as a material hell, preached
in the New, have shocked the more rational of the
clergy and laity, and are being rapidly abandoned.
The worl: of Freethought has been to demonstrale the
human charadter of the writings in the book from
beginning to end ; ina word to destroy the foundations
from which the Protestant sects at ieast have raised
their religious superstructures, The Romish Church
will continue te flourish until education and liheralism
have rescued her millions of votaries from the grips of
that sacred alliance in which they are held—ignorance
and superstition. When the Protestant se@s have
accepted the principles of Frecthought, as they are
certain to do within the next fifty years, Rome will sce
the necessity of abandoning the more repulsive and
extravagant of her dogmas, and will be on the return
march to the civilised paganism in which she had her
origin. But will Freethought have done its work when
the foundations of Christianity as a system have been
undermined, with nothing left but a sentimental regard
for the moral truths which are to be found in that as
in all other religions? By no means. On the other
hand, the real work will only have begun, We have
seen Freethought as the guardian of freedom, and as
the eternal foe of an enslaving theology ; let us now
contemplate it in the conservative and positive aspedt
of forming and following an ideal of its own.

However great may be the work of combating crror
and arraigning false principles, of nfinitely more
importance to society is the constructive energy which
shall erect the temple of humanity, It is often charged
against Freethought that its labors are iconoclastic
and negative. The charge is founded on the grossest
misconception of its aims and methods, Tt it he
supposed that I'reethought forms to itself an ideal ip
which the moral elevation of the human race on eartl
is the vital principle, is there not a sphere wide enough
for all the positive and active virtues, without adding
to them the theological speculations about gods and
spirits 7 The fundamental principle of Positivism is,
Live for Others—a command of supreme authority,
before which the maxim of Confucius, Hillel, and
Jesus, Do unto Others, sinks into a subordinate place.
Proceeding  yet anocther step, we have the sacred
motto :

* Love as the principle ;
Order as the basis ;
Progress as the end.”

Applying the term religion in its derivative sense,
and separated from the supernatural, we have the
Religion of Humanity, the worship of an ideal in which
the good of the human race has the highest place.
The supernatural, whether associated witl theological
or metaphysical concepticns, has no shrine in the
temples of humanity, The myths of theology have
been relegated to their proper sphere, and no longer
play a part in guiding the human conscicnce, which is
left free to obey its own dictates, direoted by the
reciprecal action of duty between man and man.
Whether we follow the method of Positivism or any
cother, the object remains the same. There will be a
wide variety of opinions among Freethinkers as to the
paths: there will be but one opinion about the goal.
Although we have noticed by way of illustration the
leading principles of the Positive Philosophy, the
writer differs widely from many of the details of the
system. It is sufficient we here show that Froethinkers
have a creed—a creed containing a stogle article of
belief, leaving those who accept it free to attain the
consummation of their faith in their own way. It ig
this higher faith—the enthusiasm of humanity—swhich
will give to the world a deeper morality and a loftier
conception of duty. Theology can ncver supply the
inspiration, as it cannot afford demonstration of the
truth of its own dogmas, and, being based on rewards
and punishmentis, it does not appeal to the highest
sense of moral obligation. The TFreethinker, w a
word, possesses an ideal pure, lefty, and unselfish,
attracting the best and appealing to all—devotion to
the ever real and present causc of humanity,

B,

MATERIALISM.—( Confinncd. )

WE have scen that the main objection to a monistic
theory of the universe is based upon certamn a pross
fallacies, such as that matter cannot think, and that
whatever can be thought of apart, or has a sparate
name, exists as a separate entity, and that the
conditions of a phenomenon must necessarily resemble
the phenomenon itsclf. How persistent and far
reaching are notions of this class has been admirably
shown by Mill in the fifth book of his “ Logic,”
though as Prolessor Bain remarks in his own work on
the same subject, many of them are extra-logical, and
cannot be adduced as violating either deductive or
mductve precepts, and owe their influcnce ¢ to
defective acqaintance with the subject matter of the
reasonings and to a low order of intellectual cultivation
generally, rather than to misapprchending logical
method.”  This is conspicucus even in so profound a
thinker as Bishop Butler, whose first chapter of the
“Analogy,” thal “Of a Future Life,” read by the
light of medern sciciice, seems aluiost puerile 1y its
argument, though logically consistent in maintaining
the natural immortality of rutes as well as ofman. The
truth is that in our day we have come to regard
Naturs from a different poict of view than thar taken
by the majoritv of philesophic ilinkers of the past,
and especially of those whose philosophy and science
were determined by their theology, By them the
material universe was regarded as an inerl mass, Lo
which form and motion was imparted from without, by
a being who was substantially an infinite man. To
the modern thinker the universe scems almost alive.
Not only do bodies of immense magnitude whirl
through spuace in strict accordance with  known
mechanical conditions, but they convey to vy their
wolecular pulsations, 11 the shape of light, Leat, and
clectrical effects, with such perfect rythn that through
such Instruments as the spectroscope they reveal to
us much of their history as certainly and definitely as
the telephone conveys the sound of the human voice.
In our day science deals with wtherial undulations
and atomne wotions with as much ease as she
deals with astronomical phenonomena, subjedting both
to the processes of the caleulus, and having once
established the primary equations by observation
andl experiment proceeding by purely mathematical
reasoning,  continually checked by verification, to
unfold the secrets of Nature, and to predict what
experience afterwards confirms, Fowever convenicent
it may Dbe for practical purposes to leep up the old
distinction between inorpanic and organic matier, as
chemical writers especially were tiil very fately in the
Labit of doing, we must remember that from tlic
philosophical point of view this distinction is arbilrary
and conventiopal. No chemist and no biologist can
say where matter ends and life begins, A spec of
protoplasm is in same respects less organic than a
crystal.  The organic nature of the former is rather
potenttal than actual, aud it is hard to sco why a
crystal which repairs a broken facit or angle should not
beeredited with as much inner polency as the Hydrozon
or the Actinozoa which repair themselves in a similar
manner. In short all Nature tends to become organic
in the sense of differentiation of parts and specialization
of function.  An icebers is aliiost as complicated a
structure of the molecules of water arranged o
definile crystaline forins, as is the whale that swims
beside it a structure of other moleeules arranged in
what we call an organic form. In both there is a
similar play of complex forces holding the atoms
together beyond a certain sphere and repelling them
within it.  Both derive their being from different forms
of the same energy, and of neither is it necessary 1o
say that it was especially designed or created, cxeept to
gratify that connmon craving for an cxplanation which
explains nothing, derived from an carlier stage of
thought, Chemical clective affivity shows the atons
simulating a form of cheice which is only carried a
step further by the Amoeba and other forms of Protens
animalenle  when  they  seleet  their appropriate
nourishment from the water in which they exist, and all
vegetable and animal life essentially consists in the
recistribution of external forces. It 1s enly those who
arc ignorant of the latent powers of matter, who fajl to
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sce in it, with Professor Tyndall, the * promise and
potency of all terrestial life,” while a great biologist like
T1acckel holds ¢« that consciousness, like scusation and
volition, like all other soul-activities, is a {function of
the organism, a mechanical activity of the cells; and,
as such, is referable to c¢hemical and  physical
processes.”  1f, as cvolution teaches, the connedtion
and order of our ideas tends to become identical with
the connection and order of things, it is cvident that
we must come to a mode of conceiving the universe
radically inconsistent with the old theology.,  We may
scek to retain something of the old belief by using its
phrases emptied of all meaning, and in the Pantheism
of the * God-intoxicated ” Spinoza many persons have
fancied a real reconciliation between theology and
science could be effected, but the God of Spinoza is
a pure being, and thus used the term = God 7 connotes
none of those ethical ideas which attach to the
personal God of popular theolegy. In this sense an
orthodox critic has not unfairly said that with
“ Pantheism everything is God except God himsclf,”
Aonism, soberly regarding the universe, entirely fails
to sce any sizn of personality in it cxcept as the
outcome of a long and complex process of evolution
culminatimg in man.  Moreover, as Haeckel says,
“1ihe cruct and merciless struggle for existence which
rages throughout living nature, and in the cowrse of
nature  wwsé vace, this unceasing and  inexorable
cempetition of all living ereatures, is an incontestable
fact"—a fact utterly incompatible with the existence of
a benevolent deity, such as any scheme of modern
supernaturalism must postulate before its dogmas can
Le either  eredible or  eredited.  Belief in  the
supernatural, depending mainly upon sentiment and
emotion, it may be safely affirmed that belief in the
existence of a malevolent personal God will never
arise among civilised mankind, and if persenality is
admit’ed it 1s to such a belief ouly that the facts of the
universe peint.  In this respeet at least, the most
orthocox writers are in complete accord with the most
pronounced Agnostics and Atheists of the present day.
Newman's “ Apologia U contalns a more  terribie
ndictment against nature for cruelty than do Mill's
Lssavs on Religion, and Bishop Magee 1 his
“ Discourses ' seems to gloat over the fact in the
interests of Christianity “ that there are no laws so
merciless—so utterly unforgiving, as the laws of nature
—ave, and so utterly regardless of the circumstance
whether manr  has  transgressed  ignorantly or
purposely: he who (ransgresses ignorantlv and he
who transgresses wilfully is alike beaten with many
stripes,  The great machinery of the worki will not
arrest its revolutions, for the cry of a human creature
who by a very innocent error, by the mistaken action
of his free-thought, is being ground to pleces beneath
them,”  Inether words nature is essentially impersonal
and immoral, not as it were incidentally, bul in its
innermost processes and methods by which sentiency
15 wradually develeped into conscliousness, and is
profoundly indifterent te the suflering caused by the
inverse operation tiil the unconscious and non-sentient
stage is avain reached.  That it is reached at last is
perhaps the beet that can be said in faveur of nature’s
benevolence,  As is the work so must be the author,
and the complaisant optimism of the theologians is
dashed to pieces against the hard facts of the universe,
Regarding consciousness, with its cnormous capacity
for pain, and its limited capacity for pleasure, ag
the rvesult of an extremely complex play of forces
culminating in the still greater complexity of the social
orgamisnl, it is cusy to see how readily the mistake is
made of attributing to the more general relations of
things what exists only in very special relations, Such
ethical ideas as benevolence, right, and justice, imply
personal relations which have no meaning when
applicd to the impersonal.  IExistence, order in time
and i place, causalion or resemblance, may be truly
asserted of any facts, but the more special the facts
the more specinl must be the propositions we can
make concerning them.  To talk of impersonal nature
as cruel or unjust is like speaking of an angry triangle
or a wicked colonr. To attribute personality to nature
or to atiribute nature to a personal cause without
the strongest evidence, is to introduce necdless moral -

a1
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and iantellectual difficulties, and to add a new horror
te the universe which theology vainly endeavours to
hide under vague phrases which appeal to the feclings
but cannot blind the intellect,  On the other hand, to
know that we have only to deal with the fixed order of
thmgs and that in some respedts we can “rule by
obeying nature’s powers,” while in the life of humanity
we hope to find that continual approach to an ideal
perfedtion to which each of us may contribute
materially and morally, is to aecept a theory which
agrees with facts and furnishes a motive for action. It
1s true that this motive is mainly altruistic, and so
may scem to have Lt little force compared to the
cgolstic sentiments to which theology appeals, but
hopes and fears which arc purely personal react on
character, and worldlyness and “ other worldlyness,’
imcluding in the term the craven worship of mere
power not felt to be justly exercised, tends to produce
4 character in which human sympathy is deficient
and intellectual perception is perverted. Regarding
character and morality as products of the social factor,
it does not scem probable that either can be improved
by helieving in a moral governor of the world who was
cither unable or unwilling to prevent his subjects from
being wicked, or in a creator who punishes men for
being what he has made them, and revenges rather
than reforms, and all without proportion or justice.
On the contrary, the proverh, ¢ tell me the company
vou keep and Tl tell you what yeu are,” applies to
ideas as much as to persons.  As are the gods so are
the people. It is only those nations which have broken
the chains of their primitive beliefs that are really
progressive.  Monism gives free scope to that moral
and intellectual evolution which bases conduct and
knowledge upon experience. Regarding nature and
human nature as ecqually the subject of law, the
outcome of inscrutable and impersonal power,
mankind will learn to limit their hopes and fears by
their experience, and cease to trouble themselves
about problems which cannot even beintelligibly stated
much less solved. The questions slill asked about
morality will be more easily answered because confined
to their proper sphere—the special relations of the
social erganisim to its environment, and of its parts to
the whole.  As Ar. John Aorley eloquently says in
his « Voltatre,” it is “monstrous to suppese that
because a man docs not accept your synthesis, he is
therefore a being without a positive creed or a coherent
body of belief capable of guiding and inspiring conduct.
There are pew solutions for hum, if the old are fallen
dumib. If he no longer believes death to be a stroke
from the sword of God's justice, but the leaden
footfall of an inflexible law of matter, the humility of
his awe is decpened, and the tenderness of his pity
made holier, that creatures who can leve so much
should have their days so shut round with a wall of
darkness, The purifying anguish of remerse will be
stronger, not wealer, when he has trained himself to
look upon cvery wrong in thought, every duty omitted
from act, cach mfringement of the inner spiritual law
which humanity is constantlly perfedting for its own
gutdance and advantage, less as a breach of the decrees
of an unscen tribunal, than as an ungrateful mfection,
weakening and corrupting the future of his brothers;
and he will be less effectually raised from mmost
prostration  of soul by a  doubtful subjedtive
reconcthintion, so meanly comfortable to lis own
individuality, than by hearing full in the ear the sound
of the cry of humanity craving sleepless succour from
her children, That swelling conscicusness of height and
freedom with which the old legends of an omuipotent
divine majesty fill the breast, may still remain; for
how shall the universe ever cease to be a sovereign
wonder of overwhelming power and superhuman
fixedness of law, And a man will be already m no
niean paradise, if at the hour of sunset a good hope
can fall upon him like harmonies of music, that the
carth shall still be fair, and the happiness of every fecling
creature still recelve a constant augmentation, and
cach good cause yet find worthy defenders, when the
memory of his own poor name and personality has
long been blotted out of the brief recollection of men
for ever.

R.I.
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Bracken, author of ¢ Flowers of the I'reclands,”
“*Golden Foundations,” “ Aslecpin the Torest,” etc.

The volume of poems now before us will certainly
add much to the reputation of their author, who has
long been favourably known as a writer endowed with
no small measure of the poctic faculty, and this not
only in the lower sense of being able to write smooth
verses not altogether devoid of meaning {which is
about all that in many minds attaches to the term
“ poetry '), but in the higher sense of one susceptible
above ordinary men to the influences of nature on the
senses, and more responsive to their sugpested
emotions. It has been said that poetry is the most
philosophic of all writing, because its objedt is truth,
not individual and local, but general and operative.
In one sense this is perfectly correét. TPoctry is the
image of man and nature, and therefore truc in the
same sense as a piéture is true, that s, 1t is entirely
false except in refatien to the standpeini from which
it 1s taken. More than this, while truth is the aim and
end of philosophy, pleasure is the principle direct end
poetrythas in view, and truth to nature as it appears
toman as man, and not as philosopher or moralist, is
one of the means the poet tales for its attainment.
But language being the medium by which the poct
conveys lils impressions, both sensuous and cmotional,
to other minds, just as colour is the medium by which
the painter conveys his, he must use it subjaect to all
those ‘associations by virtue of which words give rise
to ideas of pain or pleasure. Consciously, or more
Likely unconsciously, working upon this principle, Mr.
Bracken, like the vast majority of our popular pocts,
writes as if he accepted the ordinary religious and
moral 1deas of the day as true, but deals with thein 1n
so broad and liberal a spirit that some of the southern
papers have supposed that lhe wrote “from the
Agnostic point of view.” Considering that the preface
to the * Lays of the LLand of the Maori and Moa ™ is
written by the Rev. Rutherford Waddeil, M.A., and
dated from St. Andrew's Manse, Dunedin, and that he
says the poems “exhibit a high faith in God and
Nature,” this supposition was somewhat hasty and
unwarranted. The vohune, which is dedicated to Sir
George Grey 1 some graceful verses, very appropriately
begins with « The March of Te Rauparaha,” which is
described in a spirited poem full of local colouring, the
historical facts being taken from Mr. Travers excellent
paper in the “ Transadtions of the N.Z. Iastitute,
1872, on the “ Life and Times of Te Rauparaha.”
The sccond poem, “Waipounamutu,” shows Mr.
Bracken at his best, as a describer of natural scencry
in language at once poetical and exact,

Up northwards, near Waikato's spreading plains,

A crystal mirtor shimmers 'mong the hilis,

And sunbeams dance upon its breast to strains

Of forest music: bell-birds, tuis, rills,

All blend their voices with the magic sounds

The whispering reeds and rushes saftly make,

Where playful wood-sprites have their pleasure grounds,
When Spring is young and Summer is awake.

The melody of these lines 1s extreniely pleasing, and
not less so is the imipression they convey that their
author bas gone to the fountain head for his
mspiration, and describes what he lins actually scen
and felt, not merely echoed the words of others.
LEqually happy is the description he gives of the
tragedy of which the placid lake is the scene, and if
his Maoris are considerably idealised, they are at
least as truc to life as Fenimore Cooper’s Red Indians,
In “dGillviray's Dream ™ an incident of the Maori
war 1s related with mueh power and pathos, while
# Old Bendigo,” as Mr, Waddell truly says, “ reminds
one of the Dbest of Bret Ilarte’s”™ poems, In a
« Christmas Reverie,” Mr. DBracken shows that he is
not quile contented with the facile cxplanations

theology and metaphysics give of God, man, and |

Nature. As in Tennysen’s “’Pwo Voices,” he
discusses the two sides of the question more or less,
and asks:—
ALY why
Did God send Jesus down to die
A felon's death on Calvary ?
The sacrifice was made in valn,

For wrong still trinmphs over right,
And pleasnre still succumbs to pain,

And day is shadowed by the night,
And Sin, the tyrant, is not slain,

And Justice staggers in the fight.

That he was satisficd by the answer, which is weak
even for a spirit, does not appear. That similar
answers have satisfied a great many excellent persons
is perhaps more to the purpose.  # Aunnihilation 7 18 a
sort of paraphrase of a good deal that passes for
argument in sermons addressed o the nerves. Such
appeals to egoistic sentiment must have far more than
their due weight now, because people have Dbeen
taught for generations to leok upon personal im-
mortality as certain, when the feelings now centred on
the individual are now transferred to humanity at large
there will e no sense of loss, as it were, of a natural
right, i the fact will be realised © that where we are
death is not, and where death is we are not,”  On the
whele Mr, Dracken 1s most successful when dealing
with simple themes, and though there 1s much breadth
of thought and richness of language n such picces as
“The Golden Jubilee™ and i the “ Addresses,”
on various occasions, he cxcells i lyrical poetry.
Here he has not to tronble himsell with the deep
things of science and philesophy, but to express some
mtense feeling, passion, or sentiment, such as love,
devotion,  or fniendship, which appeals to the
sympathics of leamned or unlearned alike, What he
feels deeply he expresses clearly i words which go
direct to the heart.  The reader of ¢ Not Understood
will derive more moral benefit from it than from most
sermons, amd 7 Away With Regret 7 good advice 13
given in the spirit and with the music of Tom Moore,
Deeper chords are struck m « George Lot AMrs,
Georoe Darrell,” and © Waitangata,” and on the whole
the mpression  produced by (s volume of By,
Bracken's poctry 15 very favouralle,  As one of our
minor poets Mr. Bracken miay claim a falr place in
English literature, and a very high one m Australasian,

R.I.
CFUNERAL OF MRS, €. J. HOLYOAKE,

Mrs. 1olyoake, of Budbury, llarvow, whose death
occurred at Brichton, was interred at [ighgate Cemetry
tev, Btoplond A Dreoke would Iave ofliciated at the chapel,
—the views of the decensed being mostly i neeord with
these which characterise his ministry,—but he was prevented
heing present by an wmaveidable engagement.  As Mr,
Tlolyoake had often spoken at the graves of others, his wife
had o wish-—tlie only public one she ever expressed —that
o fuw words should be sakd at Lier own.  That this might
he, Mr. Molyoake himself spoke 1 the ehapel; first reading
aletter sent by Mr, Stopford Bireoke, which, from 1ts
beautiful sympathy, was of the nature of nservice,  Afer
that, he read trow the second hook of Esdras the remurkable
dinlozue between the Prophet and the Angel Uriel upen
the knowledge and duties of this world, following the words
by a short oration upon the three ¢ualities which
distinguished Mrs. Holyoake,—thal of scrvice of others, in
in which she never thonght of hersell’; that of tiuth, not of
speceh only, but of conduet, of which she had so elear a sense
thit the absence of itin others was not concealable from
Ler ; that of pride, which was more than self-respeel,—it
was debtlessness,—an independence of obligatien which wag
not o seconl natnre,—it was her first; ol she had ue
other.  Though ealled upon early in life to contront alone
the death of her lirst ¢hild, to be the sole wateher, the sole
sympathiscer, wul sole mourner at an wnattended grave, she
brouglit away no murmur.  During wore than forty vears,
sheneverforgotit,and never complained, Tewas writtenofher:
The martyr's eross witheut the martyr's canse,
The gricf, the wrong, vithont the self-applause ;
A ronml of heely daties uobly done,—
These were her life, who sleeps heneath this stone.

The sevvice in the chapel being ended, velatives, sons and
daughters, and early friends proceeded to the grave, where
Mr, ¢ D, Collet sang the fine Lymn of Harviet Marlincau,
begiuning

Beneath this starry aveh
Nought vesteth or is still ;
Pt all things have their march ;
Asif by one great Will
Moves oue, move all,~hurk to the footfall !
On, on, forcver.
-—Londvn Duily Newe,
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ADDRESSES -
AND THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD. \

By Axxiz Busant.
Issued by the authority of the Nutional Seouler Socicty.
‘From the National Seceiar Society's Almanack.)
Tur Nauma oF CrLoes,

Frrnsps ; the perents of this child have
[hier] to this our platform, that in the presenee
Socicty e [she] may heve pablicly receive
which he [she] shall hereafter be known,

We do not, in thus naming the child, either moek
imitate the office of Christin Baptism,  Dut sinee
eliitd must be known by some mame i the society to
Le [she] belongs, it is well and brotherly that tll'e name shall
he wiven in the presence of his [her] parents, friends, and of
those who will survound his [her] expanding life,

We do not asls from the ehild any prowise of renouncal
of o world of whose value hie [slhie] is as ver lgnorant j nor
of pledge to be faithful to o erced he |sle] cannot as yut
appreciate ; nor of adherence to dograns he [shef s us yet
unable to cither intelligently embirace ovintelligently reject,
We o leave uwntl wanbeod  [womanhood] arrives, the
responsibilities of mankood [womanhood], and among those
responsibilities is the cholee of w erevd which shall color the
life, of o philesophy on which conduct shall be based,

But while from ths uncenseions babe we ask for no
promise, and while we reject as Lrvevelant impertinence any
pledge pretended to he givenin his [her] name, we do N
from the parents the promise that the child be kept free
from the tonel of the priest on his [her] entrance iuto life, |
shall also be guarded from priestly influence during the !
receptive yo;u‘s;bf childhood, and that no intrusion of priestly
autherity shall be permitted to mould the plastic thoughe,
nor fushien the ductile intellizence.

And we bid the parents vemember the sagreduess of their
duty to the yonng life they have given, and whosz future
lics so largelyat their werey. The body is to e tended,
trained and developed § the mind to be nurtured, filled and
cultured.  The best edueation  thelr means and their
opportunities permit, it is theiv duty to give to this child.
And when he [she| mrrives at years of discretion, it is their
duty to leave liim [her] with faculties trained and powers
sharpened, to choose hiy [her] own creed, to direet his [hev] |
own life. '

No anxiety is ours such ay wrings the heart of the
Clristian parent ; we fear no ctevnal hell, no mizery bevond
the grave.  We know of no wisery that man cannot heal,
no liell the fires of which man cannot quench,  Weweleome
the new Jite with gladness, and without dread,

And now, what shall we wish for the child we nume
to-day, the ebild [here fusert name].  Let us wish that
hereafter hie [she] may have intefligence to see the truth,
enthusinsm to cmbrace the teath, cowrage to proclaiin the
tratl, loyalty to live the truth,  In the ehildren is the hope
of our movewent, in their future the motive for our struggle.
Tet us liope that our lives may make this childs Jife the
brighter; that our treading down of evil things muy mnke
his {her] path the smoether 5 that our courage and devotion
may lift his [her] carcer iuto o purer and healthier
atmosphere.  And let us hope, also, that when the loved
flag of I'veedom fulls frow one hands, palsied at the touch of |
Tewtl, these hauds may catelr it and earry it on further, and
that in his manhood [her womanhood] [here fisert nams]

brougzht him
of our Secnlar
the name by

at or
cvery
whiel

to-night,

Tur DrriaL or THE DEan.

Fricads ; we arve met here to-day to render the last offices
of vesprat, the Tast tribute of alluction to a friend aud
fellowaworker, to lay in its last vesting-place the body of
[insert namel.  We meet with Leavy Learts, heavy with
sympathy for those whose sorrow we here reverenty shave,
Across this epen grave we look into the very face of Death,
and we look with eyes tear-blinded but without one thought
of fear,

Sud is death at all tines.  Sad oven when {as now {44z
dead haed rewched oll uge] Death comes in the evening
of life, to luy on eyes dim with age the poppies of un
endless sleep ; when he renders 1igid the museles palsied
with a long lifes toil, and chills into silence the tongue
wrown stilt with age.  [Here insert ong o1 both of the |

FOR THE NAMING OF CHILDREN | Sollowing paragrophs, according as the dead was in ma fure

fife or in youth: Sudder when Death hrenks off manheod
[womunheed] in its prime, bringing night while noon is high
in the heavens, aud sleep while vigor and energy for wark
renvain.  But saddest of all, perhaps, is Death when he
strilees down, as now, the youth [the maid] in the flush of
Lis [her] morning, with 21l the promise of the future unkept
all the liepe of the futnre unfulilled]. Tt were hoartless to
deny the sadness and the gloom-shadow east by Death, and
the tears that drop inte the open grave ave tears that sally
no courage, nor have to manhood aught of shame., Yot
since Death must come to all to whom Hie has come, while
it were cruclty not to sorvow, it were cowardice to break
into despaiving and useless vepining.  While we give teary
to the dead, let us from the grave turn back to life, life
which has still its duties, if for o while it have lostits glovy
and its joy.

The message which comes from this open grave I8 one of
Love mnd of Work,  Of Love, in that our dead reminds ug
that when the grave opens love's work is closed, and bids
us be gentle to the living that we may need to dvop no tears
of vemorse over the dend. Love should be the dmnght
oflined to the lipsof the living, not enly the libation poured
ont on the corpse in the tomb,  Of Work, in that he [she]
recalls to us that Hiu iy wneertain and brief at its longest;
that all we ean do to Liclp and to improve our generation
ranst bedone new, while this priceloss treasuve of life is ours,
and that when death's night overshadows vs owr work iy
done for ever, for either good or ill.

We leave our dend to his [her] vest.  We give him [Ler)
baelt to that great mother who bears and destroys, evolves
and reealls, builds up and pulls down, to Nature the One
and the All) the Eternnl Life and Death, with wham Death
iz but the fivst stage of new life.  For us, we tun baek to
our worly, while consclous life remains to us, to do our hest
until anr turn to sleep shall come.  Hope and work beleng
to the living ; sleep and rest to the dead.  We Jeave him
[her] to eternal rest, and bid him [her] tenderly our last
Favewell.

An old slander on Thomas Paine, which has been
revived recently, is thus met by Thomas Curtis, a well-
known oid Philadelphia Freethinker, who writes as
follows to the ¢ Boston Investigator '— In the year
1853, the Rev. John Chambers, pasior of the Broad
Street Independent Church, of Philadelphia, announced

in a sermon on Paine, that one member of his
congregation knew him, and would testify to his

great wickedness, cte. The gentleman referred to
proved to be a Mr. Bruen, a retired wholesale merchant
ol New York, but at that time resided in Walnut Street,
uear 16tl, Philadelphia. Incompany with Mr. Thomas
Tliman, engraver, and Mr. James West, shoe dealer, 1
visited Blr Druen at his residence, the day alter the
anncouncement was made by Mr Chambers.  AMr. Bruen
stated that he had lived nearly opposite the house
where My, Paiae lived and died, and that he had eoften
scen lhum. The following questions were then put to
Mr. Druen in writing -

1. Did you ever see Thomas
intoxicated? Answer—No.

2. Dul you ever hear of Thomas Paine being a
drunkard 7 Answer—2No,

3. Do you suppose if Thomas Paine had been a
drunkard, or given to intoxication, you would have
heard of 1t?  Answer—2ost certamnly, because the
man was so prominent that anything about himself and
life was matter of public comment,

4. What do vou know of the condition of Paine
previous to his death 7 Answer—1 was told, at the
ume, by aneighbor, who visited him in his last hours,
tnat Thomas Paine died as he lived, an apostate to
Christianity.

The facts as here stated were published the following
day as an advertisement in the ¢ Philadelphia Ledger,’
and no attempt at contradiftion was ever made by
ev. John Chambers, or by Mr. Bruen, to both of whom
coples of the paper weresent.  Althiongl this emphatic
denial was thus publicly made, yet the following year
the clerical gentlemen still continued their slanders, as
they do at the present day.”

Paine drunk or
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A cheerful face is nearly as good for
healthy weather.—Tranuriy.

Justice without power is impotent,
justice 1s tyrannical.—Pascar.

One may ruin himself Ly frankness, but surcly one
dishonors himself by duplicity.—Vizroarn.

an nvalid as

Power without

The truest mark of being born with great qualitics is
being born without envy,—La Rocirrotesrno.

Praise, like gold and diamonds, owes its value only
to its scarcity., It hecomes cheap as it becomes vuliar,
and will no longer raisc expecdlation or animaic
enterprise,—JoHNSON,

Whenever vou commend, add vour reasons for doing
s0; it is thig which distinguishes the approbation of a
man ef sense from the flattery of sycophants and
admiration of fools,—Srtrrrs

I will never resign iy opinions for interest, thoush
I would cheerfully abandon them on conviction, Ay
reason, stich as it ig, can cnly be controiled by bLetter
reason, to which I am cver open.—Gisnox.,
© The time has conie for men to Lnd
Their statute-bool within the miad:
To read its laws, and cease to pore
The musty tomes of ares a'cr,
‘The time has come to preach the seul ;
No meagre shred, the maniy whole
Letagitation come, who fears?
We need a flood; the filth of vears
Ias gathered round as—ralt thien o .
What cannat stand had best be cene.
WAL DENTeN,
By “specticism I mean hardness of holiof, so that
an increased spedticism is an increased pereeption of
the difficulty of proving assertions: or, in other wo s,
it is an increased application and an inercased difiusion
of the rales of reasoning aud the luvws of cvid
This feeling of hesitation and of suspende] jud
has, in every department of thouwht, heen the Dy
preliminary to all the intcllectual revolutions throuoh
which the human mind had passed: and withow it
there could be no progress, no civilisation.  Iu physics
it is the necessary precursor of scicnce : in politics, of
liberty ; in theology, of toleration.—1ivenin,

cinee,
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COL, INGERSOLL

ON SUBSTITUTES

vl

Tk CHURCUES.
Reporter—You lave stated vour obivations io e
churches-—wlhat wonld you have to tulke theip plce!?
Col. Ingersoll—There was o time when wen Lol o
meet together for the purpose of being told the Juw,  This

was before printing, and for hmndreds aud houlesds of
yvears most people depended for thelr information on what
they had heard, The ear was the avenue to e o
There was a time, of course, when Treomazonsv wis
necessary, so that a man could earry, not oulv all over his
own country, but to unother, a cortificate that Le was 2
gentleman, that he was an honest wan,  There was o time,
and it was necessary, for people to assemhle, They Tl 110
booss, no papers, no way of reaching each other,  Tut now
all that s changed —The  daily  press  gives vou the
happenings of the world,  Librarics give you the thouuhity
of the greatest and best, -

Iivery fumily of modevate means cun esuimand the priucipal
sources of information.  There is un necessity [or yoluy to
the church and bearing the same story forever,  Let the
minister write what he wishes te sav.—Lot Lin publish it
If it is worth Luying, people will read i, Tt is Lovdly faiv
to get them in a churel fn the name of duty and then inflien
on them a sernion that under 1o circumstanees thov wonld
read.  OF cowrse, there will alwayvs be meetings, ovensions
when people come togother to exclunge ideas, to hene what
a mwan has to say nupon some guestion, but the ide of woler
fifty-two days in a year to hear anybody on the sare suliject
s absurd, \

Reporter —Wenld voitinelude o ke Henry Word
Beeeher in that statenient ! )

Col. Ingersoll—Beccher is interesting just in pvaporlion
that he is not Orthodox, and he is altogether mare intepes
when talking against the crecds.

g
A bl
e deliverod o sermon
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the other day in Chicago, in which lie  takes the greund
that Christianity is kindoess, ot tlad, conseenently, no
one could he o Tafidel.

Fvery one believes in Lindness, atb
lenst theovetivally.

In that sevinen Lo throws WY all
creed und cowes to the conelusion that Clvt=tianity Isa lify,
ana not an aggmegation of intellectual conviclions upon
certain subjects. The move sermons ke thal wee preached,
provably the hetfer, Wlat 1 ointended was the cternnl
repetition of the old story © That God wade the world and a
v, and then allowed the Devil to tenipt Lioy, and then
thought of o =cheme of salvation, of vicodons atoneisent,
fitteen Tonebred vears afierwanlss arovned everyhoiy
except Noalawd Bis fnily, and, alterwards, when Le fiiled
to civilize the Jewish people, eqme in persun ansd sufivred
death, and wmounead e docteine that all who Lelievel on
Linn would e saved, ared those wlho did not, eternadly Tost
Now this story, with oceasionnd rofereicees to 1o patrintels
and the New Jorusaiom, iond te eaeceding heat of Jerdition,
anel the wonderful jovs of Pavolise, fs the average sermnon,
anel this story is tohlagnin, amadu, md yet again, by the
same v, lstenel to by the e peopte, without ay
effeet excopt fo tive the speaker sed the b

It ol the miniiors wonld tokoe thoele tes e o S

spenve
1 thes wonld read overy Suadoy o seloction irom soie

of
the great phasve the result wonld be miuitely heie ey
wonld all leen sometivue $the wind would be enlarged,

andd the sevimon woull appeay short

GOD— M OLTALITY,

T do ot believe inthe eaistenee of any prevatmnl God, )
vogand e universe s the one faet, a5 U0 one exisienee—
that Is. a5 the obanlate thing, I o
mot sy Ehar theve s e Gl T ostonly sav il 1oalo oy
believe there 19 There may heoni
do bosay that man i Slornont o that podut 1
bt thet Dot o, and e dboiavrhon s of @il te
priests et woackbupon thae subjeet wive e 1o liche, anl

L on ot ol thie,

s of thion, Neicher

In i

do ot evers Lo teaeb D Gy Infoemntiin on the sadijoet
Boeiee T knovs e they i vt bt ke, Thae
Idileliny of Veilsongo Koew o nobfhing,

e ively s
nothing of the
cvolutlon
relicions .
other words, the Intdels of @ hundred veaps awo knew thae
crecd ol Urthadox Cheisthanity to be faise, bus Jeal noe the
facts to Jemonstrate 1t The Infidels of tu-doy Lave the
e s the ditherene,
Aguessing proplicey
Bveryt
1

A of sealngy

ol Lol

; sirothine of astyenon
- : R
1

105 ]L‘Hl",

ud Daiewin gy nething of
g companratively ul their
notli

:-IJ(';\l(il‘._'_'."
sof Twding, that womb of wetaphivades ; in

Js

favts ; A Dlred years oo 36 was
tosdiny 1eds thie faer ad Palfilinent, —

Bivi Tnonstinre Is work g inst ssipessGiion to-day.

Superstition s fke a thorn faothe oy, aned evervibing,

Proti dhust fo st

BN

P4 warking toseriior o destror te filee,

Tlie sinilost Tinle 77

H=Wers t]]l‘ ’41'1"ll(‘\! ]‘Tl}'."f‘“. (_hll'
Blide off gres, vightly nnelersteod, dostrovs the Opthndox
vrend,—INGEINOLL.
RENTENCE ON GALILEO BY THIEE HOLY O LIV,
AND IS BRCOANTATION,

Juse 2280, Tnan,
TV Eereas voa, Galileo, son of the Lo Vineenzo Cidiled,

Floreniie, asedd Sevely vemrs were in the year 1615 de-
vouneed to this Holy Ouiles for Tohling as Gus the flso

1
ol

doedrine By vy, that the s is the eontme of e
workl and Inomevabley ol thed the carth woves, ni aan
with o dinrnal metion - for Tiaving discindes fo whom vou
1;Ll1.‘q‘115 the sotne doclyine: S lintdineg ;,'.11‘;';‘51u;];d(.]:,’.'\ witly
cortain wmathemad el of Gy coneevning {ho sane |
for Toving podnded certain Tetlors) entitled < 0n o Solap
Hpots wherein vou develmed the sonne desirine as e
wed Jor vepleing o the objeetions from the Tloly Reviptures,
which from thae fo thoe were wrged ainst i, by olossing
the sald Seviptures aeeonling to vour and
wherens there was thereupon pradeecd e eopy of 4 dacu-
ment inothe P of o fetiers paimorting to he wadtien by
you tooane foraerty vore disciples i o s divers p -
sibiozes are sel fortl T fodbowing e hvpe it hesis of Copernions,
which are eontmy to the true sense msl anthovity of itoly
Seripture

CThis Holy Teibwnad Being thersfore dlesiious of pro-
eocding ngainst the disorder el weiselie? thenee resnliing,
which went ondneveasing o il o juiiee of e lioly

LTSRN Tt

il nieaing |

St 3ret Devenaboer aurs.



Fuith, by command of his Holiness and of the most eminent
Lords Cardinals of this supreme and universal Inguisition,
the two propositions of the stability of the sun and the
motion of the earth weve by the theological s Qualifiers’
qualified as follows

“The proposition that the sun is the centre of the world
and does uot move fronm its place is absurd and fulse phil-
osophically, and formally heretical, because it is expressly
conlrary to the Holy Seripture.

“The proposition that tho earth is not the cenfie of the
warld and imwovable, hul that it moves, wul also with
dinrnal motion, is equally ahsurd and false philosophically,
and theologically considered, at least evronecous in faitl,

“ But whereas it was desired at that time to deal leniently
with yon, it was deereed ab the Holy Congregation held
before his Ioliness on the 25th February, 1616, that his
Tminence the Lord Cudinal Bellarmine should order you
to abandon altogether the suid fulse doctrine, and in the
event of your refusal, that an injunction should be imposed
upott you by the Commissary of the Iely Office, to give up
the said doctrine, and not to teach it to others, nov to defend
it, nor even discuss it and failing your acquicscence in
this injunction, that you should be tmprisoned.  And in

exccution of this deeree, on the following i, nt the Paluee,
1

and in the presenee of Bis Eminenen, the sad Lord Cardinal
Beibwnine, alter being gently admonished by the said Lord
Chvdinal, U comuanml was inthoated (o von by the Pather
Cotamissary of the Holy Otlies for the fime hetore @ notary
arrl witnesses, that vau were alipgether to anandon the said
fidse opinion, aad nol in futwe to deferd or teach it in any
way whatsouver, neither verbally nap in weiting ; and upon
your promising to obey were dismissed.

@ And in order that o dectring so pernicious might be
wholly reoted out wnd ot insinuate ttself turther to the
grave prejudiee of Catholic truth, a decree was dssued by
the Holy Congremition of the Tudex, prohibiting the books
whiclt treat of this doctrine, awd dechving the coetrine
itself to be fulse and wholly contvary to swred and divine
Seripture.

S And whereas a book apoeared here reeently, privted
lugt year at ¥lovener, the title of which shows that you
were the anthor, this title helng: ¢ Dialogue of Galiles
Galilei ou the Two Principal Systems of the World, the
Ptolemade and the Coperniean”; and whereas the Holy
Cougremtion was afterwards informed that throngh the
publicetion of the said bools, the fulse opinion of the wotion
of the carth aud the stability of the sun was daily gaining
ground, the said bool was taken into cueful consideration,
aud 1n it there was discovered a patent violation of the
aforesudd Injunction that had been imposed upon you; for
in this hool you have defended the said opinion previously
condemned, and to your fiee declired to be so, although in
the said book you strive by varions deviees to produce the
Tpression tht you leave it undeeided, and in express terns
as probuble 1 whicl, however, 1s o most gricvous error, as
an opinion cin in no wise be probable which hay been de-
claved and defined to be contrary to Divine Seripture:

“Therefore by our arder you were eited before this Toly
Ofice, where, being examined upon your oath, yon ackuow-
ledged the book to be written and published by you ... ..

“Tnvaking, therefure, the mast holy name of onr Lord
Jesas Christ amd his most glovious Mother, and ever Virgin
Ay, hy this our tinal sentence, whicl sitting in judement,
with the counsel and advice of the Reverend dlasters of
sacted theology and Doctors of both Laws, ony assessors, we
deliver in these writings, in the eause and eanses presently
hefore us hetween the wagnificent. Carle Sineeri, Duoctor of
hoth Lasws, Proctor Fiseal of this 1Toly Ofice. of the oue
part, and you Galileo Galiled, the defendant, here present,
tricd and confesseld as above, of the other part,—we say,
prononnee, sentence, decloe, that you, the said Galileo, by
reasonn of the matters adduced in process, and by vou con-
fuessed ag above, have rendered yourself in the judgment of
this Holy Oflice vehemenily suspeeted of heresy, namely of
Laving belleved and held the dectrine-—which is false and
contriry to the saered and divine Seripture— that the sun
15 the centre of the world and does not move from cast to
west, and thal the carth moves and Is not the centre of the
world ; and bt an opindon may be Deld and defended as
vrobabte adior i has heen deelred and delined Lo by contrary
to Haly Seviprure ;. mul that conserguensly yon have ineurred
all Alie censures and penadties imposed aud promulgated in

the suered canons and other constitutions, general
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ticular, against such delingquents. From which we are
coutent that yom bo absolved, provided that first, with a
sincere heart and unfeigned faith, you abjure, curse, and
detest, the aforesald errors, heresies, and every other error
and heresy contrary to the Catholic and Apostolic Roman
Chureh in the form to be prescribed by us.

“ And in order that this your grave and pernicious error
and trausgression may not remain altogether unpunished,
andl that you may he more cantious for the future, and an
exampla to others, that they may abstain from similar
delinquencies-—we orduin that the book of the * Dialogues of
Galileo Galitel ” be prohibited by public ediet.

“We condemn you to the formal prison of this Holy
Office during our pleasure, wnd hy way of sulutary penance,
we enjoin that for three yenrs to come you repeat once a
weele the seven penitential Psalms.

“ Neserving to onrselves full liberty to moderate, commute
or tale off, in whole or in part, the aforesaid penalties and
penance.

“And so we say, pronounce, sentence, declare, ordain,
eondemn and reserve, in this and any othor better way and
formy which we cun and may lawfully employ.

* 50 we the undersigned Cardinals pronounce.”

“F. Cardinalis de Asculo, G Camlinalis Bentinlnsg,
e, Cardinalis de Cremons, Fr, Antonius Cardinalis
S Honupheij, B Cardinalis Gypsins, Fr. Cavdinalis
Verospins, AL Cardinalis Ginettus,”

Domedintely after the delivery of this senfenee Galileo
was compelled to kneel down and read the following recan-
tation :—

“1, Galileo Ualilel, son of the late Vikcenzo Galilet,
Floveutine, nged seventy years, arvaigned personally before
this tribunal, and kneeling before you, 3Most Eminent and
Teverend  Lovd  Cavdinals, Tuenisitors general against
heretienl depravity thronghout the whole Chiristian Republie,
having hefire iy eves and 1onching with my hands, the
Loty Gz pels—sweare that L Lave always believed, do now
believe, and by Uod’s help will for the fature helieve, all
that ts licld, preached, and tanghs by the Holy Catholic and
Apostohie Bnnan Chureh, But whereas—atter an injunction
Il been judiciadly intimated to e by this Holy Office, to
the effeet that T must altesether aanden the false opinion
that the sun is the centre of the world and ininovable, and
that the carth is not the centre of the world and moves, and
that T nmst not hold, defend, or tench i any way whatso-
ever, verbadly er iu writing, the saul doetrine, and after it
hiad been notified to me that the sald doctrine was contrary
to IHoly Seripture —I wrote and printed a book in which 1
diseuss this dectrine already condemned, and adduace argu-
ments of greab cogeney in its favor, without presenting any
solution of these, and for this cunse I have been pronounced
by the Holy Oflice to be vehemently suspected of heresy,
that is to say, of having held and believed that the sun is
the centre of the world and immovable, and that the earth
is not the centre and moves :—

“ Thercfore, desiring to remove from the minds of your
Eminences, aad of all faithful Christians, this strong sus-
picion reasonably concoived aguinst e, with sincere heart
and unfeigned faith, T abjure, curse, nnd detest the aforesaid
errors and hervesics, and generally every other error and sect
whatsoever contrary to the said Holy Chureh; and I swear
thut o future T will never again say or assert, verbally or
in writing, anything that might furnish occasion for a similar
suspicion regarding me ; but that should I know any hevetic,
or person suspected of heresy, [ will denounce him to this
Holy Odice, or to the Inquisitor and ordinary of the place
where | onay be.  Further, T swear and promise to fulil
and observe In their integrity all penances that had been, or
that shall be, imposed upon me Ly this Hely Ofice.  And,
in Lhe event of wy contravening (which God forbid 1) any
of these my promises, protestations, and oaths, I submit
myself to all the pains and penalties timposed and promul-
gated in the sucred cunons and other coustitutions, general
and particnlar, against such delinquents, 8o help mo God,
and these his holy Gospels, which T touch with my hands.

“1, the said Galileo Galilet, have ubjured, sworn, prom-
ised, and Lound, myself as above ; and in witness of the
the tratli thereof I have with iy own lumd subseribed the
present document of iy avjuration, and recited it word for
word at Bome, in the convent of Mineeva, this twenty-
sscond day of June, 1633.

«J, Gulileo Gluliled, have abjured us above with wy own

and par- | hand,”
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IMPORTER, |

ATAMS,

bIRE(JT

. A

VWHOLESALE AN a1l DRAPER, TAILOR, |
AND DIERSMAKER. |

P A T B A ‘

JAMES THalN & GO,
IRON & HARDWARE MERCHANTS,

IMPORTERS GF— |
American Goods, Agricultura Twplements,

Brushware, Lampware, Painte, Oils, &eo |

Licensed Dealers under Aris Act.

Vigrtoria AVENUE, !
Tavro Qoay, axo St I SreieT,

WANGANUL

Ii\REE.\IAN R.

ACCTONEER & STOUK SinEsMAN, !

WANCANUI AXD HA\\'I']]{.-\.;

FACKSON,

Ayent for Wellington steamers —HULA and
TUL
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TOM TFERRY,

LICENSEI) VICTUALLELR,

REsIDEXCE @
QCCIDENTAL HOTEL,

WaANGANTT.

JOHN KENNEDY,

I OTELKEEPER  AND  GENERAL

STORERELETER,

K E XN NED Y &5,

J.3Y. MceDUFRP,

COACI-BUILDER  AND  IMPOLRTER,
WANCGANUL

| ) EING a thovough, practical tradesman,
D

Taving a full stall of first-class mechanies,

= — e
PTO PRESERVE, WHITEN & BEAUTIFY
; THE TELETH,

; —TUSE —

ANTD co.'s

‘L(J;\SIIY

CARBOLISED ROSE TOOTIE POWDER.

" "T'o he had of all Druggists & Patent Medicine
Vendors throughout the district.

Mz Loaspy's Tootit PowpeR— the receipt
for which T have seen, is both pleasant and
efficacious. 1t i1s especially usoful in cases
of tender pums,

{Nigned) Hersent Rawsux,
Dentist.
Wellington Terrace, Nov. 12, 1883,

A M. LOASBY & (0.,
WioLesalk asp Peratn MANCFACTURING
' Hoyaoratine Crearrsrs,
Vietonia Avesre, Waxgantr,

KOHN DBROS,
CTORACTICAL

k

JEWELLEES, & SILVERSMITIIS,

WATCHMAKERS,

and using only the hest materialy, customers

can rely on getting Sound, Reliable Work,

© with a Superior inish.

Northern 8.5,

ROWENAand MacOGREGOR,

' Co,’s stedmcrs—

VICTOLIA AVENUE.

ENCOURAGE NEW ZEALAND
INDUSTRIES,

r[‘HE NEW ZEALAND CLOTRING

FACTORY employs upwards of 700 hands.
. TWENTY.THREE BRANUCIZES !

ngw opencd in New Zealand.

Waveavet Bravo :
CORNENL OF AVENTT

AND RIDEAVAY STREET.

VICTORIA

War, AHLEFLELD

MANSGER,

W. H. XETTLESHIP,

(Late King & Uo.), :

hi:&NUB‘AC'{‘U[![N({ FJEWELLLEL.
CoLp Ax b Sinvnn Sy,

Electro-plater and Gilder.  Masonic Jeweller |
and Medalist.

|
VICTORIA AVENUE, WANGANUILL !

GEORGE  CALAAN. !
FITEA MERCIANT AND GENEERAL
PLOVISION  DEALLL ::

VictTonrra

AVENUL,

WaANGANTT

SHARPIL,
}IAVIN(; teft the Corner, has rauoved |

to New Prenilses next BDank of New South ‘

to weet all bis custoners in future. ‘

Wales, Wanganui, where he will be happy

X 2T L';\_“ PITS

tunity.

N MANSON,
O EMERAL STOREKLEEILER,
X _
teenatyen Lasn,
WA N U I,

N oGA

{And at Murimetol)

W, SPRICGLENS,
Bum‘ AND SHOT MANUFACTURER,

VieTomiy Avexve, Waxgasur,

Imperter of every dusoription of Ladies’,
Cents’, and Childvan's Boots and Shoes.

DONALD

oSS,

C;\UII\']L'J‘.\I;\]\'ISI{ EUPHOLSTERER, ‘

Taveo Quay, Wasoaswe,

A Jarge stodk of

AND FURNITULRE

e

OF EVELRY DESCRIPTION

ABLEWAYS ON AN

JAMES  LALRL

'rfr;\.‘:’ much plewsure o anncurcivg to

Country Settlers that his NISW SIEDS,

suitable for the scason, ave now to hand in

line conditioncomprising Twnip, Rape,

Mustard, Crass Seod, &,

,fnlly packed and forwarded first oppor-

Irice Lists sont free, aud every

infurmation on application,

JANMIS
WiioLsane

LATRD,
AND RETAIL Sepusyay,
Taipe Quay, Wangunui,

Al seeds eare-

WANGANUL
| .

A Large and Varied Assortinent of Watches,
Clocks, Jewellery, and Electro-plate.
PRIZE TROPHIES & PRESENTATION
PLATE
Monufactured and Engraved o Urder on

the Shortest Netiee !

; Good Stuck of Spectackes, &e. Eye-glasses

to suit all sivhis.

EDWIN 3, KING,

rjj EACITER of Pianeforte, Vielin, Corno-

pean, et Masie provided for BaLws,

Poawrnis, Proxmes, ke, o town or country.
BLEASS QI STRING BANIDS,

o BT King & Sons” unrivadied Quadrille Band.

Avineny oy Muste:
ST HILL STREED, WANGANUIL

GLORGE FLYGER,

FEYALLOR, CLOTUILER, & OUTIFITTEDR,

Vivronria AVENTUEL

WANGANUEL
NUTTR 0F GO ATATERTAL) MADE
1O CRDER AT THE LOWEST 'RICL.

B= FIT GUARANTERD,

WILETAM MITCHELL,
i O;\lt'l‘E]‘. & FORWARDING AGENT,

i Mr. Mo Sreeerr, WaNcaxyn

Conntry Ovders promptly attended to.

. I)u,'nm-;n, GASEITTLIR, TINSMITH,
i e, Ere,

Rivaway Srurer, Wavaastr.

“ JAN, GRAHAM,
i

]

! — i - P
‘ Pringed and prbli hed by AL DA, Al his Caxton
: Printive Werks, Victaria Arnne, Wanzanog, New
Aeaiand, Mo, Sy
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