THE TREETHOUGHT REVIEW,

13

not as man seeth)” for if he is a teue Dason he of &1l men
should have the geandest coneeption of Infinite Power and
Wisdow Ul eawrthly wmortads way hepe Lo aspive to. The
dopma of a personal God is not in Masonry, or of it, and
even one of the “ profune or outer world” can sce, from the
nature of the work on whicl we ure employed, that such
cannot be. ¢ The use made of the Bible in Masonie cere-
wonies a5 well as in Masonie ritual,” cue only e variously
estimated accardiug to the various linesofthought of different
rmembers of the Tnstitution.  For example : The Christian
neaphyte, in tuking his OB, secepts the Book as a whole,
Old and New Testament combined ; the Jew aceepts only
the OI1; the Muahommedan zeeepts neither, but will bo
Lound hy the Koran ; the Bhuddist vequires the Rig Veda,
mul the Parsee would (L amn eredibly informed by an eye
witness) consider linsclf insulted by bLaving the Suacred
Volune presented to him, and will only give his seered word
of honar,  If this is so {and I believe I am fally warranted
in econsidering these things as fuets) the ©vanishing poing”
of the Dible in the Lodge, to n Christian believer, is at the
iuvitation of his Jewish brother, and the eonception of God
1o all these men, sceowdling to the faith in which they have
been educated, must be different, until they each and 2l
attain that grander conception which belongs to Masenry,
That many Masons do not attain to that conception T grant,
but the why and the whevefore of this we cannot now stop
to enquire,  That the Old Testament is necossary and of
importance in s Lodge will 1 think be granted by Masons
of all shades of opinions, net as an autherity for dogma, but
as a lecendary, historieal veference, without which the sym-
Lolism and traditional history of Masoury would lose its
vitality, and perlmps after a time its form and character
Neither do T see any great ohjection to ity being termed the
Sacred Volnwe, for sacred undoubtedly it is to our Jewish
brethren (and a Mason should ever be ready to respect the
religious feclings of others).  Saered wmay it almost be said
ta be o those who no longer look on it as inspired, notwith-
stunding the moactyrdoms which it is sald to have been the
ciuse of, and which after all must be considered as the result
of the e intellect an all sides being sunk in the slough
of Imuorance, Hacred ou account of its being the teacher
tlnou<rl1 all the Ages of one God pure and indivisible, and
who, tllough it clothed at times with powerful and tmnhk
hum{m attvibntes for good or evil, aflords us sometimes a
glimpse of that great Jriovan which in this present day we
yet stand in awe md wonder of—that inserutable mystery
at whicli we stand appalied.

That Masenic ritual makes use of the Bible, need not i
surprise us when we eonsider that, as vegards the history of
Masonry, the ritunl wo now possess 1s sncl an elaboration
of that used by Masons of the olden time that could they
re-visit the scenes of thieir former fibors, and again assemble
within the walls of those grand old edilices which stand as
mouuments of their surpassing skill, they would stand trans-
fixed with wonder, 1If not with adwiration.  Primitive
vituals of the Craft were short and coneise. It was when
the speculative element was introduced into Masonvy that
vitual was eulirged and elaborated, and of course partook
of the parvticular line of thought of the individuals perforni-
iug the work, not perhaps designedly so, but from the patural
bent of ideas.  Dub the dogma of o resnrvection to life
eternal ean only have been nported into Freemasonry by
those brethren who were anxious to ehivistianize the Tnsti-
tuzion, for if 16 may be said to be shadowed forth anywhere,
it isin the legend of the thivd degree.  This degree, ealled
the © Aaster Mason,” is compuratively of modern dute, for
we are informed “In aucient times no brother, however
skilled in the eraft, was called a Dlaster Mason until he had
been elected into the chair of & Lodge”  We know it was
not in use before the year 17106, for up to that period all
Masons not having been elected to the chair of a Lodge were
cadicd Fellow-Crafts.  Its authorship is generally Imputed
to Drs. Anderson and Desuguliers ; and Oliver says ¢ the
legend was evidently borrowed from ecrtain tales taken out
of the Jewish Targums which were prllished in London
AD, 1715, from a manuseript in the University Libravy
ab O mﬂnui«ro Andl Dv. Anderson himselt saud in o work
privlished A. 13, 1730, that it gcems to allude to a beantiful
passage in the sixth beok of Virgils Hneid,”  For the dif-
furent interpretations, paganizstic, pelitical, and biblical, put
on this legend by the Crafg at the time of its fivst appearance,
I must vefer your readers to # Olivar’s Freemason’s Treas-
ury,” pages 295-6-7. Dut that it kesan mpressive oceuls |

signifieance and teaching worthy of so beantiful an
I think no trae Mason shoukl be ignorant of.

The Grand L{HE_‘SC of 1_41,"!‘111(1 15 nuw Ulh; wilh the ve-
vision of their Book of Uonstltutmns, 2 work forced on them
by the advanco of the times.  On the completion of that, it
woilld redound wuch do their common-sense were Lhey o
revise, and in some neasuve reconstruck, the ritual.  This
can be done without sweeping away any of the real land-
marks of the Order, or destroying its beautiful allegory, and
they would at least gain evedit for consistency from those
Indian Princes and other eastern gentlemen who have been
initiated wnder their ruls, and for whom certain refercnees
in the vitual can bave no meaning,  Then the ancient and
Lonorable order, venerable with hoary antiguity, instead of
posing before the world siml\iv as . charity organisation, to
lie nsed in some instances zs a masked p!nlm\ of support
for Chureh and State, may in altered circumstances retain
more of the bright intelleets that fall out of ler ranks
year by year, to be supplemented by those who never vise
to a conception of the nature and objects of the Institution,
Then would the Jast indeed be a place of Light and Wisdom,
and the 1ays of the Sun of Knowledge would shine strong
and radiant on all within the civele of its influenee,  Then
might it be traly said that A Mason’s Lodge 1s o Masoen's
Churelr.”

allegory,

A l)_HLWI\T A\r REVERIE

One cvening when he was more than commonly out of
sorts, afler sitbing some time in moody silence, he roused
]111115(,11, and t.ﬂ\mg up a book that lny on hm‘ table, he
clanced at ibs title and turned over the leaves. Tt happoned
Ly ill luck to Le a velume of Darwin that Dlvs. Lee had just
borrowed from the library of Congress.  © Do you under-
stand this sort of thing " asked the Senator abruptly, in a
tone that suggested a sneer.—* Not very weli,” replied Muis.
Lee, rather eurtly.—- Why do vou want to understand it P
persisted the Senator.  “ What good will it «do you ?'—
fPerhaps it will teaclh ws to e Modest,” angwered
Aadeleine, guite cyual to the secasion.—* Decanse it says
we descend from monkeys T rejoined the Senator, roughly.
“ Do you think your are descended from monkeys " Why
net ¥ said Madeletne.—* YWhy not 77 repeated Radeliffe,
fanghing harshly.  “1 don’t like the councetion. 1o you
mean to introduce your distant relatives juto sociely ¥'—
“They would bring moere amusement into 1t than wmost of
its present members,” rejoined Murs, Lee, with a gentle
smile that threatened mischicf —But Radelitle would not
be warned ; on the contrary, the enly eftuet of Mrs. Lee's
defiancs was to exasperate lis ill temper, and whenever he
lost lLis ‘rempor he heeune senatorial and  Websterian,
“BSuch books,” he sald, “disgrace our civilisition ; they
degrade and stultify owr divine nature; they are only
suited for Asiatic despotisms where men arve reduced to
the level of brutes ; thut they should be uceepted by a man
like Bavon Jacobi, I can understand ; he and Iis masters
have nothing to do in the worll but o trample on hamun
rights.  Mre. Carringlon, of eourse, would approve those
ideas ; he believes in the divine doctrine of floguing negroes ;
but that you, who profess philanthiropy and free prineiples,
should go with thew, is astonishing ; it is incredible; it is
unwortlyy of you."— You are very hard on the monkeys,”
replicd Madeleine, rather sternly, when the Senator’s oration
was concluded.  “The monkeys never did you any harm ;
thoy are not in public 1ife ; they ave not even voters ; if they
were, you would be enthusiastie about their intellizence and
virtue. After all we ought to be grateful to thew, for what
would men do in this melanchely world if they lad not
inherited gaiety frow the monl:ey‘s—;m well us oratory.”—
Extract from © J)omocmc‘,, an Aanevican novel,

BRUNG'S THLEORY,

 Struck with the problem of the generation and main-
tenance of organisms, and duly pendering it, he came
to the conclusion that Nature does not imiiate the
technic of man. “The infinity of forms under which
matter appears were not imposcd upon it by an external
artificer; by its own intrinsic force and virtue it brings
these forms forth,  Alatter 1s not the mere naked unpty
capacity which philosophers have pnctured her to be,
but the vniversal mother who brings forth all things as
the fruit of her own womb.,”—TyNparLL,



