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The Pope has addressed a letter to three of his Car-
dinals, in which he expresses his desire that the
resources of the Vatican Library should be available
for the vindication of  the truth.” This is one of the
greatest of the world’s Libraries, and why it should
have been kept closed to the historian so long is one
of the secrets of the Roman curia. It is not certain
that the concession now granted with a flourish of
trumpets will prove of much value. The object
indicated by the letter is to enable the historian to
prove from authentic documents that the rule of the
Roman Pontiffs is not « an obstacle to the welfare and
«greatness of Italy,” But the task of thus educating
the rising generation of Italian patriots is not to be
thrown open, as it were, to public competition. Words
of deep import faithfully retlect the policy of the Holy
See: “We do not doubt, Beloved Sons, that the weight
“of your office and the reputation of your merits wil
‘¢ gsecure the co-operation of learned men skilled in his-
* torical writing, to each of whom you will be able to
«“ assign the task best suited to his abilities, and in
« accordance with certain rules which we have sanc-
“tioned.” When the historian has thus been carefully
selected and ¢ sanétioned” by the Pope and his Car-
dinals, who will doubt his impartiality in the work of
defending the Church ! Isit still true that the historian
needs his patron ?

Were it not for the grand assumption that the Church
is the fountain of all good and must be defended, the
Pope's letter might be taken by many as a sign of
progress. Some of his maxims and sentiments are
elevated. He rccommends that—* Strenuous efforts
“ghould be made to refute all falsehoods and untrue
tglatements by ascending to the fountain heads of
«information, keeping vividly in mind that ¢ the first
«law of history is to dread uitering falsehood; the
¢ next, not to fear stating ihe truth; lastly, that the
“ historian’s writings should be open to no suspicion
“of partiality or of animosity.”” Sound doctrine, the
reader will assuredly admit. DBut it is immediately
followed by that which contains a double meaning and
cannot meet with the same general assent: * Manuals
w are also needed for the use of schools, which, while
“leaving truth intact, shall put aside all that is
# harmful to youth.” The word “harmful ™ might be
construed to mean anything which deprecated the
« Temporal Power”; and here we should expect the
s ganctioned " historian to write according to his cue,
bringing into the foreground the documents which
established ¢ the truth ' of that bulwark of the Church.
In the early ages of the Church, agti-Christian writings
were unscrupulously destroyed, and Libraries burned
with the connivance of Christian Bishops. If the
Vatican contained the works of Celsus as well as the
reply of Origen, if it included the volumes of the
Serapion, the learned and sceptical world might well
await with breathless anxiety the opening .wide its
doors. Still it no doubt contains priceless treasures
peculiar to itself, and the questions arise,—why should

these have been concealed, or be now surrounded with
restrictions suggestive of timidity ?

WANGANUI, N.Z.:

DEC., 1, 1883.

. 63 per annum; oY, post paid
Price: 6D, {5200 barter N 2 e 2]

There was no good reason why the evidence taken
last session before the Select Committee in support of
the Education petitions should not have been pub-
lished. The evidence, it is true, was mostly on one
side, and hostile to the established system of public in-
struction,  The fear on the part of the supporters of
the system was that ex gaste evidence would be likely
to bias the public mind, The rule of judicial pro-
cedure, however, does not hold good here, for the
reason that the public is not deprived of evidence and
facts on the other side, but is supplied with all that
enables it to form a correét judgment continually. The
working of the system is in itself the best evidence in
its favour. Besides, it is a great advantage to have the
casc of the other side disclosed. Its own strength and
weakness are equally revealed, and everyone now
knows what the Roman and the Anglican hierarchy
want, with the reasons they are able to advance. The
political candidature of Bishop Moran of Dunedin
made it evident that the secular system had more
friends than enemies. The alliance of Rome and Can-
terbury in a Parliamentary paper has made it well
nigh impossible for public money to be fiitered through
the fingers of the priests under any elementary scheme
of education, #f busybedies are only prevented from
pulling down the fabric piecemeal in order to satisfy
their fads. But there is an indispensable condition to
the maintenance of the system, and that is the political
education and earnestness of the people. At present
/ey hold the fort, and have only to recognise a mitred
head as the common enemy, to make the position
impregnable.

In the Criminal Code Bill introduced last session in
the General Assembly, Blasphemy is thus dealt with :
“ YWhether any particular published matter is or is not
* a blasphemous libel is a question of fact—But no one
“is guilty of publishing a blasphemous libel for ex-
“pressing in good faith and in decent language, or
‘¢ attempting to establish by arguments used in good
“faith and conveyed in decent language, any opinion
“* whatever upon any religious subject.” As the Bill
will probably become law at no distant date, Free-
thinkers should consider whether it contains any
restriction on liberty. The definition of Blasphemy
reduces the offience to a question of taste, and unless
an arbifer clegantiarion be set up to decide what is and
what is not permissible, it 1s quite within the bounds
of probability that successful prosccutions might follow.
Suppose we were to say, what Freethinkers believe
therc is good historical ground for maintaining, that
Jehoval was merely the tribal god of the Jews, as
mythical as Baal, Chemosh, 13¢l, and the rest of them,
an orthodox jury might find the language ¢ indecent
and blasphiemous.  The Rev. Joseph Cook of Boston
would- certainly have uo scruple mn applyinrr cither
Yet in our view it would only be a fair and
modcrate expression of opinion on-a question of his.
torical evidence. Dut supposing the extreme case of a
Foote caricaturing Christian mythology, cven then we
can seec no criminal offence. Majorities and minorities
ought to have the samec rights, and while there is no
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blasphemy in ridiculing the faith of an Infidel (if we
may express the paradox), therc should be none in
riciculing the faith of a Christian.  There shoulkd no
longer thercfore be such a thing as the crime of
Blasphemy known to the law.

Bishop Luck, of Auckland, thinks the State has no
conscience, and that the Athcistic State has no sense
of duty. Before the Sclect Committce on Education
last session, this Bishop expressed himself to the cffcct
that—'* The State has no conscience whatever; 1t is
¢ very elastic, and whether we are Jews, Protestants,
v Catholics, Moliammedans, it docs not mattdh one bit to
“the State,”  The meaning of this is that the State has
no religious conscicnce—a very different thing from
But thc State at any rate
professes to be the guardian of hiberty of conscience,
and in making the profession it claims to have a
conscience on this point of duty. The State scems to
have a very clear conscience when it makes a law and
votes money that no child shall grow up without the
means of education.

having no conscience.

And it appears Lo be acling
morcover with a conscience when it refuses to allow
religious jealousies, hatreds, and feuds o mterfere with
the duty it has undertaken to pertorm.  Bishop Luck
gives another dehnition when he observes: We have
“ States of all colors and shades— the atheistic amongst
“the rest which admits ne duty)" If he means no
religious duty, he is expressing a truism, but if he means
no duty whatever, he should have been asked to name
the State. When the I'rench Republic banished the
Jesuits, it at once provided with princely liberality the
secular schools which it mtendod should replace those
of the Order of Loyola.  The atheistic sense of duty 1
founded on the welfare of manlkind i this life, and isof
the strongest and deepest,

The veteran scenlavist Williamy Swanson put the
following question to Lishop Luck: ¥ Are you aware
“of any Catholic State, where there 1z a Catholic
“majority, where they do not allow some of the State
“ funds for education ™ ? The auswer was thus given:
# The Catholic Church never gives any grant to any
¢ religious cducation which it does not know to be the
“{ruc cne. This great cry for State education is
# entirely one of our own times.”  The Catholic Church
admits of no compromises, and of course 11t believes
in itself it is quite justified in pursuing the policy. liut
let us see if the State shonld net be influenced to actin
a similar way. The Catholic Church presumably
fecls itself to be nght and every other church to be
wrong. The State, however, ' without a conscience’
knows uothing about one church being right and
another wrong—it has no knowledge on the peint—and
being in this state of oblivion it solves the difficulty by
refusing to recogmse any chureh.  In this dilemma the
State has no alternative but to cut the Gordian knot
and reject all demands rem the rivals untl they have
agrecd on a common teligion, or found out what
Pilate was in search of—Truth.  The more the State
attempts to compose the differences and adjust the
claims of the warring scets, the further will it become
involved in the maze of their interminable pretensions.
It can only do as the Roman Governor did, and wash
its hands. Defore the # great cry for State education,”
we had the education of the churclies, aned let it be
placed on the record how well and satisfactorily under
the dircction of *conscience’ they performed their
duty !

The fourth centenary of the birth of Martin Luther
is being celebrated by Protestant Christendom’in honor
of the lion of the Reformation.  Luther had exactly
those qualities fitting hint for war with Rome, Possessed
of unflinching courage and burning religious zeal, he
returned blow for blow, cliciting the admivation of
sturdy Germans whose rough sense of honor bound
them to defend him against menaced dangers.  Luther
had studied the Bible, and failing to harmonise 1t wiih
the half Pagan rites and doctrines of Rome, he founded
the system of Bibliolatry which has oltained since his
day among Protestants. Though we cannot admire
not refuse our tribute of
gratitude to a man who faced with unflinching bravery
unteld dangers, with a constancy never excelled, and
His
dogmatism and ignorance were largely the fruit of the
agen which he lived,  We can now afford to laugh at
his attack on Copernicus : * People (he contemptuously
“remarked) gave ear to an upstart astrologer whao
“strove to show that the carth revelves, not the
“heavens or the firmament, the sun and the moon.
“ Whoever wishes to appear clever must devise some
“new system which of all systems is of course the very
““hest, This fool wishes to reverse the entire science
“of astronomy.

the character, we shall

with results highly advantageous to humanity.

But Sacred Scripture tells us that
# Joshua commanded the sun to stand still, and not the
“earth.” It was confidence of this kind, though better
founded, that enabled the monk to win against all the
organisaticn and machinery of Rome,  Forhis bravery
It was hardly his

and success we honor his memory,
fault that he retained the vices of a monk, and saw but
dimly in the first dawn of seience what so few then
were able to see with clearer vision,

The Protestant Dishop of Dunedin in a recent
address to his Synod said: @It may be within your
“recollection that last year I devoted a part of my
“address to you te the consideration of certain possibla
“steps towards the reunion of divided Chiristendom.”
In token of his success in this direclion, he mentioned
that since his return from LEoglnd in 1870, he had
“heen concerned in the reception of six ministers of
“other communions into our ewn.” It happened that
two of these porverts were probationers for the Wes-
leyan Mimstry, who, according to the statement of the
Rev. Joseph Berry, Woesleyan Minister, went over
without discharging certain debts of honor incumbent
on them. On this point we do net care to dwell,
Charges of the kind are often the result of disappoint-
ment and bitterness.  The striking feature of the case
is Bishop Nevill's happy idea and plan of promoting
“the reunion of divided Christendom™ by appropriating
the novitizles of other churches. It has always heen
the desive of my heart,” the Bishop remarks, ¢ that [
“might be m some bumble way instrumental thereto.”
The humblencess of the mcethod of promating the
“reunion ' goes without saying,  If the ingenious
Bishop and his coadjutors could only win the whole of
the Wesleyan probationers, the Wesleyan  Church
would undoubtedly be © reunited ™ outl of existence in
a single age.  And so the plan would be as effectual as
it is ¢ humble.” On the other hand, if the ranks of the
novitiates should be duly recruited after every scees-
sion, it 1s difficult to see any approach to reunion. Dut
if the students for the Ainistry are inclined to receive
calls from the Church of Henry, the Woesleyan founda-
tions are certainly in somec danger, Lishop Nevill
may have struck a rich yeiu,
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Dishop Movan says there is no such thing as “a com-
mon Clristianity,” aud prowlly rejects the apparent
approach of other denominations towards an alliance
on equal termus. That very wonderful exponent of
science, Father Le Menant des Chesnais, has been the
mecans of placing the Protestants in a rather invidious
position. At his lecture in Wanganui, Anglicans,
Preshyterians, Methodists, Daptists, and a Free-
thinker ! occupied the platform.  Of course the Frec-
thinker was there out of sheer goad nature and nothing
more hurtfol te his sclf-respect. At the conclusion of
the missionary's dissertation, an Anglican, i a com-
plimentary specch, exclaimed—¢* Thank God! we can
“all stand on a common platform.”  Ile meant, pro-
bably, all Christians, and was trying to emphasise the
necessity of their combining to withstand the steadily
advancing flood of Freethought, Cardinal Manning
and Dishop Moran are anxious for a Iloly Alliance fo
be inaugurated in the ninth decade of the nineteenth
century, but only on the express condition that their
Church shall be its supreme hecad.  They recognise no
“commeon platform” of Christianity, only a “ conunon
platform ' against the Infidel.  All is fish that come to
their net—Aunglicans, Wesleyans, Presbyterians.  The
poor Protestants no longer shriek dehance, but are
asking for terms of accommodation. \While they arc
cowering before the philosophical boldness and mental
honesty of Frecthought, Rome is beckoning to them to
come and take shelter under her wings.  Forgefting
the chicf corner stoue of the Reformation—the right of
private judgment—they scem ot disinclined to protect
themsels es azainst the exercise of that right carried to
its logical concluston, by placing themsclves under the
leadership of a corporation of priests that insists on
mental submission or prostration as a cardinal virtue,
The Mormoens, who arc the most consistent of Bible
Christiang, will not be refused admission to the ¢ com-
mon platform.’ They can be classed with the herctical
scéts, the product of the Reformation movement, and
all together enrolled as 1lclots in the army of Leo,

Qa

Aassing Alokes.

Tolin Stuart ML sawd that bis father @ looked on
1'cl_i;,rion as the greatest enemy of morality, by setting
up a licing as Divine whose character was hateful.”
Should 1t be an offence to deseribe a hateful character
in his true colors ?

The ¢ Lcho has been publishing the cloquent lectures
of Mr Moncure D. Canway, who has the faculty of
placing cvery subject he touches in a new, true and
philosoplhic garh, which at the same time charins and
instructs.

We much regret to notice that our contemporary the
¢ Tcho ' is to disappear for the present from the ranks of
the press. The ¢ Ticho " has been conducted with con-
scientious zeal and great ability, and its loss will be
scverely felt.  All Freethinkers will admit it has done
a noble work for the cause of Frecthought, pointing the
way to a wider liberty, and vindicating the causc
against misrepresentation, opposition, and all uncharit-
ableness. It isanncunced that the© Echo’may shortly
be revived as a meunthly.

The ¢ National Reformer * gives the following account
of a brawling clergyman :—“The Rev. George Moore,
Vicar of Cowley, a minister of the church that teaches
¢ peace and good will” towards all men, has just been
summoued for assaulting an widertaker at a funeral,
The Chairman of the Oxflord Court of Quarter Sessions
saidd the case was thoroughly discreditable and dis-
araceful, A brawl hetween a parvishioner and ncum-
bent over the dead body of an infant was too objection-
able and tco vile to be commented upon,”

Miss Lllen Baker, daughter of Sir Samuel Baker,
has just committed suicide from religious mania.

The Bishop of Gloucester attributes the absence o
working men from Church to *waning intercst in
doctrine and the desperate struggle for existence.”
This is equivalent to the confession that the Church of
Englaud at least is not the Church of the poor, and

that it is hardly the Church of Jesus.

~The annual income of the Listablished Church in
England and VWales has been estimated at ten millions,
the lowest estimate cight millions. If Freethinkers
had only the one-fourth of this gigantic power, how
much more might they not accomplish 1n raising and
educating the masses in practical morality!

Bishop Hadheld and the Reverend Mr, Coffey
have given two more instances bearing out Her-
bert Spencer’s assertion, that a theological train-

ing does not conduce to strict adherence to fact or
truth, In their evidence before the Education Com-
mittee of the House of Representatives, they both state
that the Jews are precluded from availing themselves
of the present secular system of education. The same
Conumitice put the question, “ Do you believe in secular
cducation ¢ to Mr, Shrimski, M.H.R., a Jew, to which
he emphatically replied, * We do.”  The public will
judge Dbetween the evidence of the Jew and the
Chuistian.

The charge made by “Ivo” against the great Bible
Sccicty, that it would De better for humanity if it
devoted the miliions of pounds to improving the homes
of the London poor, recalls to memory the following
passage from Dickens’s ¢ Skeiches by Boz:  Gin-
drinking 1s a great vice in England, but wretchedness
and dirt are a greater, and until you improve the homes
of the poor, or persuade a half-famished wrctch not to
seele relief in the temporary oblivien of his own misery
with the pittance which, divided amongst his family,
would turnish a morsel of bread for each, gin-shops will
increase in number and splendour.  1f Temperance
Societies would suggest an antidote against hunger,
filth, and foul air, or could establish dispensaries for
the gratuitous distribution of lethe-water, gin palaces
would be numbered among the things that were.’

A correspondent wishes to have the editor of the
Frertrovenr Review’s opinion about Spiritualism.
The cditor is here an Agnostic—he does not koow
lhas never had demoenstration. Tle camnot dog-
matically say there’s vothing in it, for in this le
would Dbe arrogantly setting his negative against the
cxperiences of believers,  Science is far from having
exhausted the secrets of Nature, and the manifestation?,
of Spiritualism may be it accordance with some hidden
law. It is certam that many good earnest nien of great
intelligence, like the late Professor Denton, accepted
Spiritualism  upen what no doubt appeared to
them sufficient evidence. VWe cannot accept it with-
out satisfactory evideuce to ourselves, and having got
rid of a great many ancient delusions, are afraid of
making the greater mistake of rushing into modern
ones without the romance of antiquity to plead in
justification.

A debate of interminable duration is proceeding in
Aucldand on the subject of * Conditional Immortality.”
The champiens appear to have a plentiful supply of
the old Christian weapons, and abuse each other in the
intervals when they are not hurling texts across the
table. The controversialists are named Dunn and
Brown, and it is fermed the * Dunn-Brown debate.
Suid My, Dunn: ¢ Mr Reid is as far above Mr., Brown
as a scholar, and a Christian’ The ¢ Star ' reporter
continues the sentence thus—¢ Here there was a burst
of migled hisscs, stamping, groans, and applause,
which the Chairman was unable to quell.,”  The report
concludes 11 the following words: “The course of
cvents last night showed conclusively that party fecling
ran high between the Orthodex and the Conditional-
ists, and the rancour and ill-fecling called forth by the
discussion sugyest the idea that such debates serve
rather to excite Dbigotry than to advance truth.”
Anocther illustration only of how much the Christians
love one another.
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Mr. DBradlaugh spoke very eloquently to his con- 1

stituents at Nmthampton in September, when he
declared he would take a decisive step to be admutted
next session to the full rights of a member of the Touse
of Commons., *“ The Tories,” he said, * have thrown
down the gauntlet of {llegal force. 11 I cannot break it
by law, I will crumble that gauntlet with stronger
fingers than any of which they dream,”

The works of Huxley, Tyndall, and Herbert Spencer
were recently stopped by the Collector of Customs at
Mentreal, and confiscated as being “immoral, irreli-
gious, and injuricus.” ‘The Premier, Sir J. Macdonald,
intervencd, and restored to the “ immoral” literature
its freedom. This is an illustration of the tendency on
thie part of a scction of Christians to pronounce all
literature which does not mect their approval * in-
decent” and < immoral,” The Protestant Index
Expurgatorius diflers little from that of Rome, except
that it 1s hypocritical,

Father Le Mcenant des Chesinals is a French DPriest
who is winning rencwn in this colony by unscrupulous
attacks on Freethinkers. He gives no authenticated
facts about the * sensuality ” he mmputes,  We shall
sct him a good example in this respect,  In the criminal
statistics of France (sce ! Jomn al Officicl,’ TFebru HUTY T4,
1880) there 1s published a list of condemmations for
crimes against public morals from 1871 to 187g. Out
of 13,249 lay teachers, 1256 were committed for crimes
agaiust chastity, and 4y for misdemeanors, making a
total of 166. Out of 9,469 religious teachers, all vower
to celibacy, 63 were condemned for crimes against
chastity, and 1: for attempted clfences of the same
kind, making a total of 76 persons. Celibate priests
and monks were guilty of more than double the number
proportionately of offences against chastity as compared
with laymen,

In the last Prmer of Rdward VI there isa ¢ Praver
for Iandlords™ which scon fell into disuse, perhaps
from its offcnsivencess to many who did not recognise
m it the economy which “Dbuys i the cheapest and
sells in the dearest market,”  Let the prayer spealk
¢ The ecarth is Thine, aad all that therein 15, notwith-
standing Thou has given the possession thereof to the
children of men. We heartily pray Thee to send Thy
Hely Spirit into the hearts of them that possess the
grounds and pastures of the earth; that they, remem-
benn(r themselves to be Thy ten ints, may nol rack and
stretch out the rents of their houses and l.mds, nor yet
take unreasonable fines and incomes, after the manner
of covetous worldlings ; but so let them out, that the
inhabitants thereol may be able to pay the rents, and
te live and nourish their families, and to relicve the
poor.”  This prayer, if it had occupiui a prominent
place in recent times in the Praver DBook, might have
shamed the Beneh of Bishops into giving a few votes
for measures limiting the power to © mch and stretch
out the rents.”

The series of lectures undertaken in support of
¢ Christian ILvidence " in Wanganul has given signs
of moral disaster.  The sccond lecture was b} the Kev.
W, T, Williams, Wesleyan Dlinister, and was marked
by coarseness and slander.  Ilex vfuu‘d to the “ great
Freethought champion Tom IPaine "—though m the
first lecture iy Mr Gordon Forlong, Paine was claimed
to have recanted and found ‘the truth' on his death-
bed. If Paine is in the heavenly mansion, his future
companions in bliss ought to speak of him more respect-
fullv.  Colonel Ingersoll was alleged to have sipned a
petition te the President of the United States, asking
permission for * obscene and {ilthy lterature”
sent through the post.  The Secretary of the Wanzanud
Freethought Asscclation wrote and asked Mr Williams
for his authorily., The answer was—the Ilev. Joseph
Ceok of Boston, in a lecture delivered o Auckland.
The report of the lecture, however, shows that Cook
admitted Ingersoll had signed the petition under a
misapprehension of its object, and had ** withdrawn his
name from the movement.” This was carefully sup-
pressed by Mr Williams, who thus stands convicted of
making an accusation wlhich he must have known—if
lic had rcad the veport of the lecture on which he

to be -

|

founded his Chargcgwas substantially untrue. Common
candor and comunon honesty required that the qualify-
mg tatement should not have been suppr ssed.

ANSWERS,

Replying to Query No University College, London,

at which T wag myself edueated, is a great College at which
“ theological teaching is forbidden.”-—-Ag¥ostic.
I know no better defimtion of Pantheism than that given
in Brande's Dictionary of Seience :—*Tn Metaphysical
Theology, the theory whicl identifics nature, or the 7' Pan,
the universe In its totulity, with God.  This doctrine
aiffers frone atheism in the groater distinetness with whick
it asserts the unity and essentind vitality of natwe; parts
of which all aniinated beings are. The most ancient Greek
philosophers were pantheists in this sense ; Anaxagorss
being the first who distinetly stated the co-existence with
nature of a reasenable creator—* o mind the prineiple of all
things” In this sense, too, Spinoz may be culled a pan-
theist.”—1I3,

Im answer to wist’s 7 enguiry coneerning the teachines
of pantheisi, T think the following extract frow M. Tecky's
“Raticnalise ™ is clear and suceint :—¢ The panthelstic
writings that flowed from the school of Avervoes, reviving
the old Stolcal notion of a soul of nature, directed attention
1o the great problem of the connection between the worlds
of matter and mind,  The coneeption of an all-pervading
spivit, which ¢sleeps in the stone, dresius in the animal, and
wakes in the man ’; the belief that the bidden vital prin-
ciple whieh produces the varied forms of organisation, is but
the thrill of the Divine essence that is present in them all—
this beliof, which had oceupied so noble a place among the
gpecnlations of antiquity, reappearved.”—T.

There 1s no longer any doubt that hemle
Konelon - was Umt used by the Atheniaus m poison thelr
criminals,  The following svmploms are deseribed in the
Phado of Plato :—-" Bocrates, huving walked .Lh(mt
Le sald that lis legs were growing J](. wyy lay ¢
back ; for the man so divected b, And at the saune thme
Lie who gave him the poison, taking hold of Lim, after a

short intevval exnmined his feet and legs ; asd then having
101

6]

- the Greek

when
down on his

l}l‘{'HRC(l }li.‘i fﬂot }:zti'l}, }i(: ;Z.\":{('U 1T G f(:“, 1{(% H:tid UJ;LL hb‘
did not,  After this he pressed Lis thighs ; wud thus going

higher, he showed us that e was growing cold and stifi
'llu n Soerates touched himself, and said that whea the
poucn reuchoed his heart he should then depart, But now

he parts avound the lower belly were almost eold wlien,
wncovering himself, for he had heen covered over, ]m saiil
{rud they were his lush words), ¢ Crite, we owe J. cuck to
Alsenlapius ; pay it therefore, and do not negleet it 41
shall be done,” said Crite, * hut consuler whether you have
anything clse tosay.”  To this question lie gave no reply ; hut
shortly after Lie gave a couvulsive movament, and then the
man covercd bim, and Lis eyes were fixed; and Crito,
pereciving it, closed his mouth and eyes” A case of poison-
ing with Coniwmn (hemlock) desevibed by D Hunghes
Lvmmtb in his L[uezutl Leetures, and expoeriments Ly })1
Clivistison on ammals, have established beyond sl dowbt its
identity with the pomun given to the rrlmt athelst,  The
action of hyoseyamus (henhane) is l'w%(‘lﬂl!lly distinct,
producing delivium lil{(, l: it of(h lumm tremens,  Cardinal
Manning has made :

In perusing your Ruview of Novewber Ist, I notice the
veply of ¢ 1T, 7 of New Plynouth, in answer to the query
of “1'" as to ‘n]lLT.llL‘l Dr. W. I arpenter acknowledeed
the truthe of the phenomena of Hpiritualism, Mesmerism,
&eo Carpenter puts down the belief dn Table-rapping,
Table-turning, &c, as un ex: nnl) o of " a viriety of aberrant
actions bordering on insunity.”  Quoting from a very uble
work on Spiritualism, * Undonbtedly Dr. Cavpenter con-
siders that his theory of unconscious cerebration explaing
the vheuomenn of Table-tipping, Tablerapping, &e”  Dlut
any one who attempts to aceount for the manifestations of
Spivitualism by so shallow o subterfuge as this, must
remember thas 9% ocut of 100 manifestations take plice
where theve 1s no physical contact, and where there conld
be no uucenscious cerebral nelion, It was long ago the
method resorted to by Dr. Joh Boree Dods, of the United
States—this back-bramn theory or the unconscious cerebual
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confess hig crror when he saw things fly thl'ough the air
that were not within several feet of the medium.,  We defy
Dr. Car penter or any other scientific mun to plodncc an
effoct of unconscions corebation upon an object that is not
in contnet with any person.  These ave shallow explanntions ‘
that serve the seientific world when they do not care to |
take the time to carry outa thorougl inv estigation, but they |
do not satisfly those thinking minds who acknowledge the
alility of those gentlemen in the varions departments of
science, knowing theve are some things in heaven and earth
not drenined of in their philosophics,  Spiritaadism is the
sublimest fuct of the nincteenth centmy, It aither helongs
to that class of plhenomena that for ever ennobles and
clevites humanity, or it proves that the huoman mind itself
is duped by the most subline of forees, In either case it
commanids the attention of every enguiring mind, aud every
fact we can add to the aggregate of its experiences hecomes
avuilable as the property of humanity. —Isvesticaton, Pul-
merston North. 1

In angwer to ¢ A Rationalist’s” enguivy, ¥ If it is true
that Jolm Stuart il proved David Tlume's argument
against miracles to Le fullacions,” T veply that he did
nothing of the kind, hnt wmevely expressed surpuise that
“1this very pluin and harmless propositon, that whatever is
contrary to a eomplete indnetion is inevedible,” #shonld
either Le accounted o dongerons hevesy, or wistuken for a
vreat and recondite trutle” The \\'hulu of chapder 23, vol,
4, of his Mvstem of Togie, headed * Of the Gronnds of Dis-
lietief,” is devoted to an examination of the arguments com-
wondy used by orthodox  writers against Hume, and
especially to an exposnre of cortain fallacious applications
of the mathematical #theory of probabilities™ to the
evedibility of testimony, of which M. Dibtage’s “ Ninth
Dridgewater Treatise” is the lest known example. No
donbt Hume's wrenment Las occasionally been interpreted
to mean that o miracle is in itself mipawulﬂ and 3l
poiuts ont that, grauting the existenee of an owmipotent
Deity, this is a contradietion in terms, hut lie goes on to
say that “ Tlumie Las made out that no evidence can prove
amirele to iy one who dil not previously beliove the
existenee of o being or belngs with supernatural power ; ov
who helieves iimself to Lave full proof that the charaeter of
thie being whom he vecognises iy inconsistent with hit having
seen fit to interfere on the oeeasion in gquestion.”  And he
adds that “if we do not ulready helleve in %l]lwol‘ll:lhll‘.‘ll
agencies, no mbmele can prove to us their existenee,”  The
faet supposed to be miracuious may be proved, ' but nothing
can ever prove that it 4y o miracle” It mayv Te due to
some unknown natural cause, s lndeed it way be even if
the existence of the supernatwral s admitted.  # Religion
following iIn the wake of sclence, has heen compelled to
acknowledge the govermment of the nniverse as being on
the wliole carrivd on by general laws, ad not by special
interpositions.  To whoever helds this belief . .0 .
there is an antecodent Imprebability in every miracie, which,
in order to outwelgh 16, requires an extraordinary strength
of antecedent probability derived from the speeial civenm-
stances of (e case.”—I0 1"

Pixnar —The reference 1 sit as God
Pulace of Act:— !

T take possession of man's mind and decd, ‘
T cave not what the scets may beawl ;

T st as God, holding no form of creed,

But contemplating all.”

In reply to Query 6 in Nuwber 2, the fundamental
prineiples of Trositivism are expressed bricdy by Comte
himself in his Prefuce to the ¢ Cathechisin of Positive
Religion,” as follows : “ In the name of the Past and of the
Fature, the servants of Humanity—Dbotle its plilosophical
and practieal sevvants— come forward to elaim as their due
the general divection of this world,  Their object is, to
constitute st length a Trovidence, in all departmenty—-
moral, intellectual, und materiad. Consequently  they
exclude, ouce for ol from politieal suprenmey, all the
different serviauty of God—Catholie, Protestant, or Deist—
as being at ouce Lelimdland and o eavse of disturbanee,”
The maxims “ Do to others ™ and ¢ Love your neighbour as
yourselt, ” are abolished as imperfeet, and their place taken
by the precept @ Live for others.”  Huwanity is the real
Great Being, suggesting the sucred formula of Positivism :—

Love as our principie,
Order as vur Juasis,
Progress ag our end.

\
action in tabletipping ; but Dr. Dods was ecompelled to i
|
|

is in Tennyson’s

QULRIES.

1.—TIs it now Telieved by the hest Orieatal scholars thab
the vrigival teaching of Buddbism excludes the iden of 2
Tersonal Ruler of the universe I—Agxosric,

O —Ts it true t
— i, by the conﬂ,anlon of (,]n-lstmn mi.-,siomrics themselves,

one of the happiest und most truly moral countries on the
globe T—Agxosric,

3.—Clan any of vour readers give n brief and comyprelien-
sive view of the Philosophy of Duscavtes 1—1,

+—Weuld a Miori seholar give a deseription of the
Aaori Atua before the arvival of the Missinnaries —Crx-
TURLON.

nggwss

has been formed at
have net received any
We hope to be able to report progress

A Treethought  Association
Palmerston North, but we
account of it.
m onr next,

The Frecthinkers' Conventlion at Rochester, New
York, was a great success. Miss Susan C. Wixon
made an eloguent speecl on # Woman and the Church.”
Another lady Miss Amelia U. Colhy addressed the
assembly, A declaration of principles was adopted
which we shall make room for in our next number,

The advance of Freethought depends on the number
of Associations, of organizetions and individuals not
afraid to declare their opinions. \Wherever there are
six Ireethinkers ina place, however small the centre,
they should form an Association, and mect in a
member's house if they are not strong cnough to engage
a hall.

Steps have been taken to form a Treethought
Association in Auckland, where there must be a great
number of Freethinkers. In the very ecarliest times of
the colony the Freethinkers of the Northern Capital
Lad their mectings and organisation. The notice in
the present issuc of the Rueview will, we trust, lead to
the formation of an Assoclation, with a Lyceum. We
might suggest that when it has been arranged among
a fow to form, a notice 1 one of the daily papers, in-
viting the co-operation of friends, would be effectual in
strengthening the movement,

At a meeting of the Nelson Freethought Association
on Sunday the 18th ult, Mr W, D, Mcers gave a most
interesting lecture, the subject being * A Jeview of the

Lutheran Commemoration and an analysis of the
Bible,”  showing the impossibility of its having

emanated from a Divine source.  The lecturer admired
Luther as a man of advanced thought, with courage to
declare his apinion, but considered tlmt had Luthu
lived in the nilictu,nth century, he would not have
translated the Liblein its present form.  The lecturer
was many tm*cq applanded during the evening, and
several of the audience expressed a w vish (hat the lecture
should be printed m pamphlet forn.

Lewis Masquerie, of New York, is a veteran n the
ranks of Frecthought, to which he has devoted life and
fortune.  The following resolution he sent to the
Rochester Convention: * Reselved that Liberal Associa-
tious Dbe organized in every township of New York,
and that they should be established in other States and
Nations—That the meetings be held in the dwellings,
shops, barns, sheds &c., of the central places in the
townships during the afternoons of every Sanday, and
that all carnest Laberals should welcome the missionary
friends free of charge for entertainment and for roons
for meetings—That a fund be estabiishad 1o enabic
lecturers withoul wmeans o go through vach township
or county m New York, with printed Constitutions to
atd organizing Societies. [ hereby teuder the Associa-
tion one hundred doilars, new 1 bank, to aid the
movenent.,”  Here 1s carnestness of a practical kind
which ought to find many imitators,
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AUCKLAND.

We have much pleasure in publishing the following
letter, to which we would direct tie special attention
of those interested in the Freethought movement :—

Sk, —Ab the vequest of several Freethinkers, T beg to announce
that a private mecting will take place during Christmas week, with
the intention of forming a TFreethought Association for Auckland.
Those ladies and gentlemen interested will kindly communicate with

Your ohedicat servant,
W, L Woneg,

Hobsen Strect, Aucklind,
November 20th, 1353.

WANGANUI FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

The Secretary, Mr. J. J. Buclrell, has forwarded the
following items coucerning the work of the Wanganui
Freethought Association during the past month :—

SR, —During the month the meetings held by our Association
have been more interesting, if possible, than formerly, the Lectures
given under the auspices of the Young Men's Christian Associntion
affording capital matter for discussion. The points raised at tlese
lectures were ably dealt with by members of our Association at our
meetings, and it is perhaps well for the prestige of their lecturers
that discussion was not allowed. It is an interesting fact that
public advocates of the claims of Christianity invariably substitute
low personalities and slander for argnment.  The truth of this was
strongly shown in the recent lectures, when the Rev, Williams
blackened the character of Colonel Ingersoll, and Sir William Fox
the characters of Mrs, Besant and Charles iradlaugh. To my
mind this mode of endeavouring to establish the truth of anything
is very degrading, and is a direct insult to any intellizent minl,

The Rev. Father Le Jlenant de Chesnals also gave a lecture
which was far more liberal and tolerant than the previous ones, T
believe the sight of the platform on that occasion would have glad-
ened the heart of Cardinal Manning— Christians of varions denomi-
nations forgetting their past differences, and sceking the protecting
arm, as it were, of the Catholic Chuych.

It has been suggested that 2 Lyceum for children be formed in
connection with our Assceiation. The suggestion, I think, is a
good one, and I trust before writing to you again it will be an ac-
complished fact.

Mr. Willis has just exccuted a Member's Cartificate card, which
Is beautifully got up, and reflects great credit upen the designer,
¥ remain vours &c.,

J. T. BrekreLL,
Scerctary W.IRA
November 20, 1833,

CANTERBURY IFFREETHOUGHT ASSOCIA-
TION,

Under date November 19, the Corvesponding Scere-
tary, dMr. W, Pratt, writes :—I have the honor to
forward you the following report of the procecdings of
the above Association since my last communication :—

On Sunday the 215t Octeber, Mr. T. Parker gave an original
address upon kealth, which was both interesting and instructive,
and it received well mertted applause from a large and appreciative
audience,

On the 25th instant, Mr. Thomas Williams, in conjunction with
a local Artist, provided a good aud most mirth-provoking entertain-
ment. The holding capuacity of our Hall was taxed to its ulmost
limits. A dioramic view of some well read scenes and events
comicaily treated, was gradually unrolled to appropriate music, and
explained by Nr. W., an apt student of the Artemus Ward schaol,
and his quiet impromptu drolleries, free from vulgarity, kept the
large audicuce in a state of convuisive laughter the entire evening.

On the 4th November, 3r, L. M. Clissold chose the ** Bible in
schools " question—which still surely agitates the clerical minds—
for the subject of his address, which rivetted the atlention of the
audience for over an hour, and elicited frequent bursts of applause
during its delivery.

November 11th and 18th.—On ecach of these evehings, suitable
readings were given—discussions, Shakesperian recitals, music,
and singing filling up the programme,

The average attendance of children at the Sunday Lyceum is 50.
In addition to the marching, singing, reading, calisthenics, and
teachers' addresses npen some svitable and interesting subject, goad
progress is being made in the theory of music (old netations) under
the able direction of Mr, J. AL Thomj:son.

I aiso send herewith a copy of a letter (suppressing
the name and occupation of the writer) as evidence of
the spirit animating the consistent Freethinker, and
also as supplylug the certificate referred to by Colonel
lugersoll it the following words, < that every individual
not perfectly free to act accending to his lionest convice-
tions, is a certificate of the meanness, and inlolerance
of the community among which he resides.”

Drar S, —Having read in the Freethought Review No. 2, Nov,
1st, 1883, Constitution and Rules suitable for adoption by Iree-
thought Associations, and doubting not but the Christchurch
Association is based on similar principles, T have determined to ask

for enrolment in your Association AN By reason of my
peculiar employment I perceive it would be imprudent for me to
make any intrusive attack on the superstition of the majority, or
even any public avowal of tny owu Lelic], nor does it appear to me
to be at all necessary, hut this much I think is demanded of cvery
man—that e contribute as far as he is able towards the propa-
gandism of the tencts and principles in which he himself believes,
1 may not take active part in Freethought bevend the limit of my
own family of eight individuals, who are growing up, and shall be ia
positiens free to profess and follow their principles when they
become men and women, but 1 presume there is nothing to hinder
my being enrolled with Freethinkers, and contributing by quarterly
or other subscription towands the cost of Freethonght propagandismi,

I shall be much ebliged if the Sceretary will be geod enough to
send me copy of coustitution and by-laws, and communicate the
necessary information for acquiring membership.

I 1emain, &ec.,

AWm, Prati’Esq., President
I'reethought Association, Christchurch.

Canterbury, Nov. gth, 1853,

WORKING MIEN'S CLUIBS.

Sir,—The festive opening of a social 11all in con-

nection with the Christchurch Working Men's Claly,
which took place on the 25th of last montl: {October),
seems to present a favorable oppoertunity for reviewing
the remarkalle progress made Ly this Club since its
inauguration (July 4th, 18801, particulars of which
annot fail to interest your readers, and may stimulate
and encourage the formation of similar Clubs in other
centres of mdustry.  In response to mv application,
the courteous Sceretary of the above Club las supplicd
me with the following mnfermation 1 —

The Christchnrch Working Men's Cinh was estallished July 4th,
1580. There werecthen twenty-four members, Itnow numbers over
409, and has g {ine quarter-acre section in the centre of the town,
with a good substantial huilding for the Clul proper, containing
cleven rooms, as follows : Reading room, card room, chess room,
lihravy, committee room, social hall, sceretary s otlice, har, steward's
sleeping apartinents, &e,  The library, thongh small, is enc of the
best selected ones i the colony, and embraves the Fneyelopaddia
Britannica, Chambers” Encyelopaedia, Distionaries of Lauguages aed
of Mechuanivs, the latest works on Electvicity, Chemistry, Car-
pentry and Joining, Engineering, Mechanies, Medicine, in fact all
that is ne-essary for the artisan and mechanic. A new lecture hall
lizs jnst Leen erected at nocost of £7000  The size of the hall is G6ft
by 530, having a stoge B0t wide and 120t deep, fitted with scenery
and a very hundsome act-dvop, painted by Mr. . Briges, thescenis
artist, the subject being the Lake of Come.  The veiling of the hall
is eoved, having two sun-lights and thiee centre flues Tor ventila-
tion. The hall is built of the best pressed Lricks and plastered
throughout ; the walls are hollow, and conscquently will always he
dry. I see the membors are to have a Concert and Ball on Thurs-
day next, to celebrate thie opening of tho new hall.  Alous 3530 are
expected to be present. The huilding is the best of its size in New
Zealand, and retlects eredis on the institution.  The fotal worth of
the Club at last balanee was L1141 135, and 1 think theve is every
porsibility of thiz being one of the most prominent institutions in
Christehurel.

The very marked and most hopeful feature of the
present age is the general awakening to intellectual life
and menial activity of the industvial classes, which finds
expression in combined action, whether of a speeial or
general character, by means of co-operative Socicties,
Trades Unions, and Clubs for promoting, social, poli-
tical, and literary culture and advancement.  And
working men, by thelr earnestness and self-reliance, are
demonstrating  thelr capacity and  deterimination  in
achicving their own cmancipation from the eficets of
ignorance and thraidom that centuries of oppression
and neglect have imposed, and which have been coun-
tenanced, encouraged, and perpefuated by o vicious
and misleading systenn of ethies, teaching servility for
manliness, and subscrvicney for independence, It is
not strange that while in a general way extolling the
virtue of self-reliance the most elfectual means should
have been taken, by a course of teaching and training
especially caleulated, by withdrawing men’s nuinds
from a consideration of more worldly aifairs, and fixing
their hopes and trusts upon some unscen hypothetical
power, to materially limit, if not banish, its exercise,
the resull of which has been Ignorance, intemperance,
degradation, misery, oppression, and want to the areat
sy of the real wealth producers. And it is only
these Initer days, from the spread of education and a
cheap press, o large class have so far shaken themselves
free from some of the okl trammels as to perceive
where their true interests lie, and by mutual help and
combination have at length acquired the power and
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sure incentives to further progress and improvement.
[tis a long way from a club of working men in the
latter end of the nineteenth century to our primordizl
ancestors of the caves and gravel-drifi periods; but it is
very clear that if tact, convage, and sclf-reliance (which
is closely allied to the instinet of self-preservation) had
then heen wanting—if in the then fierce struggle with
Nature's rude surroundings for a bare existence, and
in the dangerous couflicts with the savage and powerful
Leasts, their contemporaries, they had relied upon or
appealed to any power. but their own thought and
cunning, and the poor, miserable, insufficient stouc
weapons which they had rudely contrived—the human
link in the chain of creation would doubtlessly have
disappeared, in company with many other extinct
forms, and we should not he here to-day to speculate
upon what might have beenyor to assist in extending
civilisation 1 this new country but yesterday m the
sole occnpation of a savage and cannibal section of our
common humanity.—3Wirtias PratT,
Christchurch, Nov, 19, 1883,

Covrespondence.

THIE NATIONALISATION OF THE LAND,

TO TIHE EDITOR OF TIHE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

Sir,—Will you kindly allow me te bring to the notice of your
readers the followlug extract bearing en Land Nationalisation:—
“Ttiswell said, ‘Land is the right basis of an Aristocracy,” whoever
possesses the Lamd, he, more emphatically than any other is the
Guovernor, Viceking of the peopleon the Land.  The Land is mofher
of us all ; nourishes, shelters, gladidens, lovingly enriches us all 3 in
how many ways, from our fivst wakening to our last sleep on her
blessed mother-Losom, does she, as with blessed mother-arms enfold
us all. Men talle of ‘selling’ Land,  Land, it is true,
like Epie pocins and even higher things, in such a $rading world,
has to be presented in the market for what it will bring, and as we
any be ‘sold's but the notion of ‘sclling’ for certain bits of metal,
the Jiindl of Homer, how much more the Land of the YWorld-Creator,
is aridivuloss impossibility,  We buy what is saleable of it : nothing
more was ever buyable.  Who can or conld scll it to us ¥ 1'roperly
speaking, the Land belongs to these twe @ to the Almighty God;
and to all His Children of Men that have cver worked well on it, or
that ever shall work well on it.  No generation of man can or could,
with never such solemmnity and effort, sell Land on any other
principle ; 1t is not the property of any generation, we say, but that
of all the past generations that have worked on it, and of all the
futere gencrations that shall work enit.”  This extract is not, as
maoy be suppesed, from the pen of a red-hot follower of Henry
George—it is froma work called © Past and Present,” written by a
man honored by all Enuslishmen—his name s Trosas Caneynn,

1 am, &c.,

New Plymouth, November 10tl, 1883,

DIFFEREXT MASTERS,

TO T ERITOR OF THE FREETHOCUGUT REVIEW,

S1R,~Having read with much satisfaction, the ** (iems,” in your
Journal a few extracts ovcasionally may, perhaps, prove acceptable,

“What shall T <do to obtain pessession of Bhodi?” (Know-
Tedge of eternal truth) was the question asked of a Duddhist teacher.
“Keep the commandents.”—“ What are they ?7—**Thou shalt
abstain from murder, theft, adultery, and lying,” answered the
master.- -1'all version, translated by Burnouf,

“Good master, what shall T do, that T mnay have eternal life?”
a man asks of Jesus.  “* Kecp the commandments,”—<“ Which 77—
“ Thou shalt do no murder.  Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not
commit adultery. Thou shalt not bear false witness,” etc.—
Matthesw, xix, 18,

TWhen told that ¢“ Jesus Christ is onr Redeemer ” ! T simply ask—
but when cometh the redemption ? Would not living up to these
Divine mjunctions exalt amd purify humanity ¥ Arve they move
Divine, when uttered by one person than ancther? I it is
god-like to return yeod fur eril, is the precept less important if utter-

1

el by an Iudian philusopher, than given by the gentle Nazavine 7 ]

Proof 18 being afforded that the Gelden Rule was not original with
Jesus,—that  its birth-place was Indin, “the head-quarters of
Heathendom,” as our Christian preachers would try to convince us.
The benighted Hindoos, taught the precept, “* veturn good for evil,”
thousands of years befure the advent of Christ—Dbefore Jehovah's
command * An eye for an cye” and “a tooth for o tooth,”
I am, &c.,
J. G Winkes.

Auckland,

Patti says music belongs to heaven rather than earth,
Well, Patti, remarks the Philadelphia Times, if the
angels are going tocharge us 35 a seat cvery time they
sing, we are sorry to have been so geod, that's all!

Bealth Eotes.

A Geran doclor recommersds bread made with sea
water as a wonderful remedy against scrofula and dis-
orders resulting from insufficient nourishment.  Sea
water ought to stand twelve hours belore being used for
making dough, in order to free it from fmipurities. Bread
made with it has no unpleasant taste,

Tt is stated in a letter to the Standard, on the author-
ity of the late Dr. Goolden, that a powerful disinfectant
can be made as follows : « Half-a-drachm of nitrate of
lead dissolved in one pint or moreof boiling water.
Two drachms of common salt dissolved in a bucket of
water.  Pour the two solutions together, and let the
sediment subside, A cloth dipped in this solution, and
hung up in a room will sweeten a feetid atmosphere in-
stantaneously, or the solution thrown down a sink water
closet, or draln, or over a heap of rubbish or manure,
will produce a hike result,  Clothing worn by a patient
with infectious disease, or bed linen, can be put at once
into this solution without injury to the material, thus
destroying the risk of infection for those persons who
wash the clothing,  Although it is a streng poison taken
internally, it docs not injure the skin. A room could
be scrubbed with the solution, and would be sweetened
at once by the process.”

Miss Juliet Corsen, in Harper's Bazaar, treats the
bread question, as all other details of cockery, from a
practical point of view, She says a good word for
mwrated bread, made of dough, into which carbonic acid
gras 1s forced, and baked before the bubbles have a
chance to escapc. The main objection to fresh yeast
bread for dyspeptics is that it is soft, and therefore too
easily swollen, whereas the *stale” bread requires
much mastication. If sufferers who have been avoiding
new bread will take the same trouble in chewing it as
they are compelled to do with the old, they will get all
the advantage of their patience in the more palatable
article.  The fresh bread cater really takes his digestion
with a much larger mass of spongy quality than the
stale bread eater, and one which has not been as well
broken up by the adtion of the saliva. If dyspeptics
were careful to take the smallest mouthfuls at a time
they would find even fresh bread more manageable,
with sufficient chewing, than is supposed. Inihe choice
of flours, that made from hard winter wheat is the
richest in gluten; in Enrope 1t is used for making the
different varictics of macaroni; the brown bread of

Europe is made from this wheat ground entire. Soft
spring wheat vields a white flour rich in starch. Dran

bread may be very irritating to some invalids, so
“ Graham bread ” and the “whole-meal” fashicn should
only be adopted when it is proved to be satisfactory.
The particles of bran may cause an irritation of the
alimentary canal and produce diarrhas.  Undoubtedly
this irritation or stimulus may be exadtly what is
necded by some constitutions.

THE GOD WE XNOW,

1. Therc iga yearning, drawing power,
Diffuged all nature through ;

In ev'ry place, throngh cv'ry hour,
In things both old and new,

The stary worlds, in systemns join,
The dew-drops meet and mate,

The rills unite, the streams combine,
And all things gravitate.

The trees extend their giant arms
In love, towards the sun.

The flowers unfold their eaut'ous charvms
Lo him, till day is done.

And heart seeks leart, with fervent beat,
In bird, and heast, and man ;

They love, unite, and life repeat ;
Through leve all life bevan,

Leve draws, love binds, and love creates,
Tmpels us to preserve,

Rules happy homes, and prosp’rous states,
Cives life, and health, and nerve.

B

And ever thus, throughont all time,
Throughont th' elernal whole,

The universal foree of Love,
Riemains the moving soul.

Auckland. A Campbell,
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R. W. H. WEBBE, L.AM., LS.&8.A., &e, Teachor of
Pianoforte, Harmoninm, Organ, and Harmony.

TERMS :—Elementary Pupils, Two Guineas per Quarter
Advanced 1 Three ,, "

Harmony (in class), 12 Lessons, One Guinea
. single Lessons, 7s 6d.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC, “ LYCEUM,” HOBSON STREET,
AUCKLAND.

NEW ZEALAND CHRISTMAS CARDS.

NOW READY FOR SENDING HOME BY MAIL,

BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED,®AND PRINTED IN COLORS BY
MEANG OF CHROMO-LITHOGRAPHY,

TO BE OBTAINED TROM THE PRINCIPAL BOOK-
SELLERS THROUGHOUT THE COLOXY, OR FROM
THE PUBLISHER,

A, D. WILLIS, Vicroria Avesve, WANGANUL

Price: 6d., 0d., and 15, cach, tncluding postage.
TO ADVERTISERS.

YHE FREETHOUGHT RLEVIEW offers special favilities tn
Advertisers, n3 it bas a large and increasing elrenlation
throughout New Zealand.
TERMS i—38, PER INCH FOR EACH INSERTIQN,

Special terms for long periods.
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Normanby ., Gibson | Timara T, Collii:s
New Plymouth J. Gilmour | Dunedin . Jos, Draithwaite
Wellingten W, Mackay " s B0 & WL Mackay

H Baillee | Invercargill

Ma-st’:,-rton T, E. Price |

Pending further arcangements, W, Irats, Esq,, the President of

the Christeliurch Freethought Assoviation, has kindly undertuken

to take charge of and distribute Tue Freemwovunr Review in

Christchurc.
Those willing to undertake the agency for places not named are
requested to communicate at once with the pullisher,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

JuLta.—Lines received,
M.—Your paper on Spiritualism In our next.

W.8,—We fear we have not space, aud that a long pocin wounld
-not be read, however excellent,

A.CK. —Contributicns received with thanks, hut, theagh the
sentiment i3 excellent, they are hardly suitable for our columus.

WeLLiseToy Frrrmmovont  Assocratios.--JInst
going to press monthly report, which is unfortunately excluded
from our present issue.

C.J.R., Canterbury.—Wo regret bLeing compelled at the last

moment, owing fo great press of matter, to hold over “Signs of

the Times.” It will appear in our next,

DELTA.—No census retnrn hay ever given the real number of Frece
thinkers, Tt is cstimated there ave cight millions in the United
States, The nominal Christians ave a hundred to one of those who
pay any regard to the  veritics™

§.C.—The late Robert Chiambers had for mmny years the credit of
being the author of ‘Vestiges of Creation,” hut the authorship is still
involved in mystery. Theauthorof * Supernatural Religion' is known
to be Professor F. YW, Newman, brothier of Cardinal Newimaun,

AnTUrus,—As a ¥ Christian Freeshinker,” you ask for liberty to
think for yourself. This is turning the tables on us in aningenions
manner. As Freethinkers withont any qualifying term, wo have
had to demand for owrselves the *f liberty of prophesying ™ ; and we
have nct been accustomed to find Christians humbly requesting the
paino indulgence from Freethinkers.  Wheun the time comnes that all
intelligent men will he avowed Freethinkers, we have no doubt the
boundaries of freedom will have been evlarged. You cannot do

better than percuade your Christian {riends ts practise the prin-

ciples of freecdom, which will bethe best shield and protection for
themselves when they bave become the minority.

. change.

112 Weir |
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WANGANUI, N.Z., DECEMBER 1, 1883,

Trnonas Paive thought one good schoolmaster worth
considerably more than ene ! indred priests, and the
civilised world since has been fast approaching the
opinion of ‘‘the rebellicus staymaker of Thetbury.”
And it must have been somewhat the same enlightened
and liberal spirit which actuated our legislators in Neswy
Zealand when they instituted our present school system
of free, compulsory, and secular education. It is one of
the most statesmanlike acts which the politicians of this
colonv can lay claim te, and one which shows that
they were determined to keep abreast of our Aus-
tralian neighbours, and ef the foremost and most
progressive nations of Europe. ¢ The faith once
¢ delivered to the saints,” and other old-world rubbish,
has therchy become relegated to the limbo of forgetful-
ness, so far as the authority of Parliament is concerned,
and the world will be a better and happier place for the
As might naturally be expected, the ecclesias-
tical mind of New Zealand has been sorely exercised in
consequence, and the Education Act of 1877 has heen
greatly reproached by them. So frequent and uproarious
have been the complaints of these elerical gentlemen
that Parliament recently permiitted several representa-
tives of the churches to state their grievances beforc a
committee.  The result of this enquiry has been printed
by the Government, and nothing could be more effectual
than a perusal of this report to show hiow completely
these clergymen failed te prove that they suffer any
injustice at the hands of the State in the present mode
adopted to educate the children of the State. There was
an utter nonconformity of opinion, of course, anong
these gentlemen, and the bewildering character of the
claims put torward by Bishop MHadfeld, Bishop Red-
wood, and the Rev. ¥r, Bavin would be alone sufficient
to dismay the most generous and intrepid politician in
this colony, and that is saying a great deal.  What an
ccclesiastical trio to legislate for | Why the gecupant
of a seat on the Ministertal benches, who might consider
himself capable so to ameund the Education Act as
to satisfy all parties, would at once be considered a
political Jonah, and his ceileagues would throw him
overboard for a great deai longer than three days.
Although, at first sight, it may appe~r hoth liberal and
wise that the Government should have allowed the
representative expression of opinion in the mauner
named, it cannot be urged that these clergymen could
claim it as a right by virtue of their office.  Fortunatcly,
we -have no State church; and unfortunately, toE),
although we are a heavily-taxed people, the rational
exchequer does nol reccive a single penny upon the
enormous property held by the churches in this colony,
The inverse of the proposition—" no taxation without
“ representation "—should be made to apply to clergy-
men and their churches as well as to others, The sole
reason urged why those clergymen should have been
heard before a Parhamentary Committee against the
Edueation Act, that they are recognised 1o the clerical
office under the * Registration of Marriages Act,” does
indeed seem a pitiful one, and is the last vestige, and
that but a partial one, of the past adulterous connexion
between Church and State. What right have these
ccclestastics, then, other than as citizens, to opposc
the school system of theeolony ? - In the case of Lishop
Redwood, we have the authority of Mr, J. Sheechan,
MR, that the communicants of his church would be
willing to send their children to the $tate schools if the
priests would allow them.  The Right Rev, Bishop s,
of course, a truc disciple of one who did more
than any other of the Roman  Catholic Church
to dispel the dark ignerance of the middle ages, and
therefore speaks with some little authority. But,
unfortunately, faithful followers of Ignatius Loyola,
te use the words of Thomas Carlyle, *think they
“ can best serve God by taking the devil into partner-



“ship.” The result is that the very country in which !
this order of men started their first school (Germany) !
had to expet them in the name of liberty and good
government; aye, and cven in Catholic France that
fiery fiend of freedom, Leon Gambelta, had’ to give
them notice to quit. Legislators of New ./,calzu:d,
heware ! and let experience teach you wisdom. Nor
docs it come with good grace from Bishop Ha(ﬂlhcld, as
the colonial representative of the Church of Tingland.
So inefficiently did this church employ its vast wealth—
the richest corporation in the world 1—in the cducation
of the people during three hundred years, that the
Education Act of 1870 had to be passed tomake public
provision for what it had so loug neglected to accom-
plish. And as to the Rev. Mr. Bavin, whe spoke as
the President of the Wesleyan Church in this colony,
he but represented a very harmless scet in the matter
of education—
““Who never did a foolish thing
Becuuse they never did a wise one.”

This gentleman, however, gave his views helore the
committee in a far more liberal and well-intentioned
manner than either of the other cleries.  But if the
Wesleyans only desive what the Rev, Mr. Bavin urged,
then there is no earthly reason why they should not
avail themsclves of present opportunitics, [t 1s very
evident that if the Bducation-Act becomes altered to
the desires of these clerics, we shall then suffer all the
evils of sectarian strife, which is such a drawback to
the efficient working of the School Doard system in
LEngland.

Y.

ETERNAL PUNISIIMENT.

One of the most singular changes in theological
opinion is taking place in the Church of Iingland itself,
with a rapidity which must setiously endanger her
pretensions to be considered an authoritative guide as
to the meaning of that supernaturally mspired book,
which is the basis of the Christian religion.  1f there
was one doctrine which more than any other has always
been held to be part and parcel of the Christian faith,
it is that of the doctrine of eternal punishment. As
lately as 1864, the Archbishop of Canterbury stated in
his Pastoral Letter dealing with the celebrated Privy
Council judgment in the case of “ Iissays and Reviews,”
that ¢« the conclusions at which I arrived on the subject
of the charge against Mr. Wilson relating to the ever-
lasting punishuent of the wicked did not resnlt from
auny doubt in my mind as to the doctrine of the Church
of England upen this point.  This doctrine I consider
to be clearly indicated in the Commination Service, the
3urial Service, the Apostles Creed, and the Athanasian
Creed ; to the effect that the reward of the rightcous is
everlasting life, and the punishment of the wicked ever-
lasting death ; nor do [ conceive that the Church has
any more sure warrant for belief in the cternal happiness
of the saved than it has for belief in the eternal sutfering
of the lost.,” Yet, at least a year before this official
utterance of the mind of the Churchof England upon
this mwomentous question, Caneon Ifarrar had “indi-
cated” in the article « Iell” in “Smith's Dictionary of
the Bible” that he held a totally contrary opinion, and
in 1876 preached in Wesiminster Abbey his five famons
scrmons subsequently published with notes in a bosl
called * Eternal Hope.”  Perhaps the most remarkable
feature connceted with this subject is, that not only has
Canon Farrar incurred no penalties for his boldness, hut
that intellectual and cultivated as well as fashionable
audiences whom he addressed, accepted his views
calily and withiout surprise, a suflicient proof of the
direction in which the lay mind at least had been
travelling. In 1878 no less than fourtcen learned and
reverend gentlemen of whom several were doctors of
divinity, discussed the question in the ¢ Conlemporary
Review ' with the result that no two of them thought
precisely alike as to the exact meaning of the “inspired
record,” while on the main question their opinions were
about equally divided. The fact is that the truth of
the doctrine of eternal punishment cannot be decided
by minute scholarship at all.  The application of this

sort of ¢riticism to the Dible is merely playing the
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theological game according to rule. VWhen we have
arrived al the precise meaning of the Iebrew word
Shealy, with s equivalents Zuwford and Zlades, when
crudition has done its best to prove that every text
bearing on this subject, conveyed a very different
meaning {o St Augustin or to Calvin, to that which it
conveys to a modern Iinglishman, we have at the most
formed some vague idea of what men’s opinions were in
a state of civilization different rom our own. From
the heart of things we are as far removed as ever. To
us the lmportanl question is not wihat men think but
whatactually is.  Modern science and modern morality
stand  aghast at the picture presented by a theology
derived from Larbarous times, showing the merciless
tyrant of the universe condemning the vast majority of
mankind to endless torments,  liven our professional
theologlans are at length forced by the modern spirit
to “rcad between the lines,” for natural sclection
controls belief as much as it does animal and vegetable
life. Beliefs incompatible with existing kuowledge dic
out, and the ¢ survival of the fittest 7 oblains no less in
the moral than in the physical world,  Just as M.
Lecky argues, that the belief m witcheraft disappeared,
not so much because the evidence on which it rested
was proved to be false, as beecause other beliefs had
taken its place, so is the belie] in eternul punishment
disappearmg in a similar manner and from similar
causes.  How the doctrine of the Atonement can sur-
vive the doctrine of eternal punishment would puzzle
cven  those ingenious scholars who, in the Revised
Version of the New Testament, have cvaded so many
difficultics by substituting Hades for Tlcll.

RELIGION STATISTICS.

“R.P.

The following from Whitaker's Almanack is the
estimated numbers of religious denominations amongst
Lnglish-speaking communities throughout the world i
Episcopalians .. ..
Methodists of all descriptions
Roman Catholivs ..
Preshyterians of all deseriptions

.. 20,000,000
.. 13,000,000
.+ 14,000,000
10,250,000

Baptists of all descriptions . . .. 8,000,000
Congregationalists .. . .. 6,000,000
Unitanans e .. - .. 1,002,000
Freethinkers . .. - . .- 1,000,000
Minor Religious Sects .- -. . .. 1,750,000
Of no particular Religion .. . . 8,500,000
English-speaking popnlation . . .. 85,500,000

MODERN MIRACLIS,

The Catholics have a Holy Shrine at Caravaggio,
the church of which has been visited this year by more
than one huundred thousand pilgrims. ~The Virgin
Mary appears there.  An eye-wilness, writing to the
London Court Journal, says:—

* Each day, at noon, the vision of the Virgin Mary rises from a
dark recess hehind ene of the pillars of the aisle, and the stroggles
of the thousands of eager devotees to eateh a glimpse of the holy
apparition are most extraordinary.,  “he shricks and screams of the
victims who are thrown down amd tramnpled on amid the confusion
are appalling.  Those who cannot approsch near enough to the
shrine, throw handfuls of copper coin azainst thejron grating which
encloscs it, aud the shoek of the melallic spund amid the deep,
monotonous intoning of the priests, scems to produce a kind of
frenzy in sonie of the visitors, who rush wildly about, shricking,
and tearing their haiv, and without merey treading on the limbs of
the paralytic patients eutstretehed upon the pavement.  The simple
village church, which, in ordinary times, is considered full to over-
flowing when enly containing a few hundreds, s made at this festival
to holldl not less then ten thousand individnals, who, althengh
suffoeating, perspiring, trembling beneath the heat and vapor, ycb
fined strength envugh o “how!l forth their invocations., * * *

* It was cutious to ohserve the sudden excitement of the people
on the Piazza Murriore cach time the long, dismal howling of the
pilgrims within the church announced the appearance of the misty
vapaor that arises within the shrine fust before the apmearence of the
Virgin Mary. In an instant all the people fall to the ground, and
shrick forth the litany composed for the evcasion. The erippled
patients fall back vponr the stones, the mugs and drinking vesscls
are left to loat upon the surface of the fountain, and then a few
motnents’ silence suceeeds the din, and all is calm again,”
Comiment would be superilnous.

Ve are pleased to learn that arravzements are likely
to be made for the establishment of a I'reethought
Assoctation in New Plymouth on the basis ol the
Wangauul one.
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The Religious Revolution of the Nineteenth Century : T'rom
the Trench, by Edgar Quinet. London: Trubner &
Co., 18871,

Edgar Quinet may rightly be termed the Apostle of
modern Politico-relizious thought i Trance, The
work is “an cxplanatlon and a defence of the principles
and policy of the French Government with reference
‘to the Roman Church in France.” Quinet was one of
the victims of the Coup d' Etat of 51, and was for
nineteen years an exile from Frauce. It has been said
that Zhe principle of Liberty and the Dnportance of the Indi-
vidual were the two leading ideas of Quinet’s philosopivy.
Recognising that * the foster-mother of all the tyrannies
in Western Europe, was the Roman Catholic Church,’
he devoted his talents to thesolution of the problem, how
this great power for evil was to be cvercome.  Quinet
advises the same means of destruction as the Church
employed against the Pagans, and justifies the exercise
of the whole of the Power of the State in crushing a
religion which seeks to undermine and destroy the
principies of civil liberty on which the State should
rest. Reciting the interdicts of Thecdosius against the
Pagan worship, he would use them, with nccessary
changes, against the Roman Church. He maintains that
the application of the /ey felionds 1s justified from the fact
that ““as far as experience yet goes, there hag been no
time nor place in which the Catholic Church has heen
allowed to remain with unfettered hands by the eradle
of Liberty, but what in a short time Liberty has been
found stifled in its swaddling-clothes.”  He applies the
Catholic law therefore to the Catholic Church, What
Quinet recommended, has been faithfully carried out in
the expulsion of the religious orders from France, and
his philosophy is animating the dominant school of
French statesman to-day as well as the special sehool
of Gambetta. His doctrine 1s that if Cathelicism be
net crushed in countries where it is the religion of the
masses, it will extingnish Liberty.  Nor can ciducation
destroy a baneful religion when that religion has com-
mand of the education. To understand the meaning
of the hostility of French and Italian statesman townards
the Romish Choreh, one caunot do belter than read
this little work, so full of cpigrammatic force and elo-
quence, Quinet died in 1575.

m‘u Atlinimis,

A religlous papor asks,  Why do flies bite so much worse
in clurel than elsewhere 7 and the N. Y. Conunereinl
Advertiser says 1t 13 simply beecause they find ¢ so mueh
worse” to bite

s

Sydney Smith sall to Lis vestry, in reference to a block
pavement proposed to be built around St Paal's : ¢ All
you have to do, geuth*me.n is to put your heads togother,
and the thing is done.”

A Doston clergyman chose for his text last Sunday “ Tt is
not good that man should healone.” At the close of the
sermoll every unmarried female in the congregution touch-
ingly responded, ¢ AL, men "

The Biblical Recorder says that o young colored preacher
in o recent sermon, wishing fo display Iis learning, wonld
occasionally use the word © Currieulim,” and as often as le
used it some one of the sisters said “ Glovy "

A palitical view of the situation :—f A pretty time to
come home, John,” said a young hride, polnting to te clock,
which stood at 110 am, “and you just warvied, too.
Ugh " ¢ Mary, my dear,” suid Foluy, pompously, and some-
what thickly in speeeh, T am a Liberal, you are evidently
Conservative. Let us neither now nor henceforth discuss
pelities ; it will make home unhappy.”—London Soclety,

“ Ab, me!” sighed a Bouth Side Clristian the other day,
while discussing heavenly affuirs in the midst of his fawlily,
# Rev. Mr, Thompson hias gone off en Beecherism,  Ileis a
good preacher, too, and T am sorry for this. < Well, I've
always thought he and Mrs. Jones were entively too intimate
and that it would end in something like that,” suid the dear
wife, as she left the voom to see about supper.

Hop Lee, a Chinese laundryman of this eity, went to
church last Sundny,  While engaged in his dovotions, some
onc entered his laundry and carvied off £350. Iop Lee
does uot feel cacouraged to go to chuvch again,

An Ttalinn newspaper announces that, in consequence of
the sceularization of o convent, the effeets will be sold at
auction, and adds, with malice prepense, that the auctioncer
values o weeping Madenua, with boiley, spirit lanp, aud
tubing in working order, ut £7, but would accept an offer
of eighty cents for the bones of St. Poter, sixty cents for
these of St. Anastasiug, and forty cents for those of
St Clement,

TPuek’s recipe for an Orthodex sermon @ Take fifty-five
minutes of nasal tendernesy of tene, one thought from the
“ First Principles”™ of M. Npeucer, and two from Lis
“Tgychology,” and three allusions to the “survival of the

fittest.””  Btir gently till the whole Legins fo simmer.  Then
add rapidly the Orthodex conception of gowd, seasoned

beferchand with savage raillery, and two sliced compliments
to the newspapers,  Then cook up a tablespoonful of evolu-
tion until smeoth, not brown, and strain into a Unitarian
saucepan.  Garnish the whole with prayers to the unknow-
able, and serve.

A priest was Learing confussion, and a boy came to Lim
and said he had a bad sin in his mind.— Well, me good
Loy, come on wid it,” said his veverence.— Augh, thin,
vour reverence, I do be alwuys sayin, ¢ 3e the Holy
Father I""—* You do —that's very bad, me boy.—Now
how often do you be saying that?”—* Begor! more than
forty times a day, your riverence,”- - (e home now,” suid
the priest, “and get your sister to make you n bw and
hanug 16 round your neck, and every tine you say “ De the
Hol} Father,” drop lL lmth‘ stone i it, and come to we this
day week! '"That lay weel Tiis reverence was as usual in
his hox, and he heard an awful noise in the ehurel: 3, &0 he
looked out and saw his penitent dragsing a sack.—" Tady
Mulloy,” says he, “ what do you mane by such conduct as
tiat in churel 17— Shure, yoirr riverence,” says the follow,
“thone is all # Be the Holy Fathbers) an’ the rest of wm'’s

[IH

outside on the deay !

A Salvationist residing not far from Hletton, wishing to
become a captain in the “ Army ™ applied to the district
officer for the appointizent,  The following conversa-
tion is said to have taken plice - Otlicer 1 You wish
to become a captain, do you 27 Candidate : ¢ Yes, sor.”
Officer s+ Huve you Leen a public performer 77 Candi-
date:r Wy, neo, an can play varry camy on the
tambourine and concertina.”  Officer: No, uo; [ mean
have you ever performed in the ring 77 Candidate:
“AWey, aa've played kiss i the ring moeny a time.”
Officer: “No, vou mistale me-—1 mean the prize ring.
Have you ever been a pugilist, or have vou ever heen
to Peitonville or Millbank 27 Candidate: « No; but
aa’ve been to Sunderland mony a time.” Officer:
SOV but Tmean have yon ever been travsported 27
Candidate : * No; but aa should have been,”  Officer:
“Yes, yes; no doublef it Oflicer (pointing to a datk
room): “ Well, this is whore we make the captains,
Just step in there and T lock the deor while I raise
the devil, and if you stand before his Satanic Majesty
a quarter of an hour I'll make a caplain of you.”  Candi-
date; © No, no, di\'\'c,nt' aa have ne backors here 1o
show us fair play; an’ an’ve sald that much aboot the
beggor ahint his back, aa divvent want to mect hime
fyace te fyace!"—Newcastle Chronicle.

REVOLUTION.

Truth is ahmm", carth's awaking ;
Froodom rising, eliains are Lo 11\111-' :
Tyrants on their thrones ave que lem

For their reign is nearly doue,
Knowledge eoming, ervor leaving ;
T'en and pross their past retrieving,
Swiftly ity their shottles, weaving

All the nations inte one,

Pricsty awd creedys are vetroceding ;
Men the guide within are heeding ;
Lvery one his garden weeding,

HMeadlong bigotry is hurled.
Love upspringing, hate is dyiug ;
Men rejoteing, knaves are swlnn(r H
Deadly curses fast are ﬂym‘r

Trom a renovated world,

Witlicwa Dentun,
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Science Fotes.

John Riley and Patrick Manley, while excavating on
Edward G, McCleary's farm in Watervliet Center,
N.Y., recently, unearthed a mastotlon'at a depth of
about thirty feet,  Some of the bones will be taken to
the Geographical Museum in Albany. A large smooth
stone of reddish color, and shaped like a heart, was
found ncar the ribs.

It would seem from experiments made by M. Gustav
Hauser, that the sense of smell in inscets is scated in
the antennm.  Glass rods moistencd with oil of turpen-
tine or acctic acid were presented to a great number of
insects, causing them to turn sharply round ; hut when
their antenne had been previcusly removed, the same
insects gave no signs of perception, even wl_mn they
were placed quile close to the strong smelling sub-
stances,  DBlow-flics, from which the third joint of the
antenmie had been cut away, were no longer attracted
by putrid meat, though they flew about as before.
Enveloping the antenne with a thin coating of paraffin
produccd the same effect,

Ouce of the mest singular features in the scenery of
the Territory of Idaho, in the Unitad States, is the
occurrence of dark rocky chasms, inte which large
streams suddenly disappear. These fissures are old
lava channels, produced by the outside of the ;1101tcn
mass cooling and forming a tube, through which the
still molten lava passes Gl exhansted,—the roof of
which having al some point fallen in, presents an open-
ing into which the river plunges and is lost, At one
place on the banks of the Snu]_u—:, one of the rivers
reappears, gushing from a cleft high up in the hasaltic
walls, from which it leaps inte the Snake Rn‘cr. 1)010\3'.
Where this stream has ils origin, or at what point it 1s
swallowed up, remains a mystery. The lava conduits
arc also frequently found packed with ice masses which
never eutirely melt,

At the last mecting of the British Associutiqn,
paper was read on the so-called # missing link
“ Krac” @ Krao,” we are told, possesses 1o ape-like
characteristics inherited from the family of which man-
kind is a cadet branch,  She is a very Luman child,
born of slave parents of normal type.  She has oue or
two ape-like tricks, casily taught, such as bending her
hands and feet backwards ; and using her cheeks as a
pouch for food.  There is ne aburormal appearance of a
tail, and the foot is such as any woman might be proud
ot The enly peenliarity is the hairy skin, from which
she seems te be aceepted, by the professors, as posstb]y
a “throw back,” a capricions reversion to an (:;11_'1}@1‘
type. Dr, Garson thought that in all probability
primeval man was covered with hair; and that areturn
to that condition was one of those freaks of nature less
connmon thanis often supposed.  Modern physiologists
go further, and say that the embryonic history of man
includes periods when he is undistinguishable from fish,
towl, and quadruped, suceessively thus comprising in a
short space a4 summary of the evelution of ages.
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CHILDLIKIT TRUST.
A storm swept over sea and Taud 3
Havvest and bloom are beaten low,

And many o treasure cn the strand
Marks the wild track with loss ond woe.

Where in the solitude it searclied
A chiled hath hoay his one harp-stiing ;
The Blast to suelwdy s touched,
Prelude tu blessings it woulld being,
O heart, my lieart, when clowls of fate
SRhrowd thy fair sk and on thee beat,
With childlike trust to lve and wait,
Win frow cach storm its music sweet.

MDD, Coniray,

In Lis triul sermon Lefore
said ;

a Boston chwrele o preacher
“The ehildren of Isracl were vepeatedly on the point
of manuwmission, hué at the very last moment the Loxd
afflicted Phavaoh with auricular essilication.” 1le received o
unanimwous ¢all.— Troy Tiuws.

{

|

Gems.

Act towards others as you desire them to act toward
you.—IsocraTes,

We shoald do good to our enctry and make him our
fricnd, —CernoLys.

Do nothing which will occasion arief to yourself or
others,—CruasTires,

A calamity is always the better Lorne for not belng

previously dwelt upon.—Mr Bussoy,

Four things come not biuck—the spoken word, the sped
arvow, the past life, the neglected opportunity. —aznio,

No man ever did a designed injury to aunother, but ot
the same time did o much greater Injury to himself—
Bismor BurLee,

Remember that every person, however low, s riglhts and
frelings,  In ull contentions, let peace be rather your object
than trimnph,  Value triwmph only as the means of peace.
—SYDNEY HMITIL

No one loves to tell a tale of scandal, exeept to him that
loves tohiear it leam, then, to clieck und rebule the
detracting tongue, by showing that you do not listen to it
with pleasure.—JEnoue,

To tellabhout eternal torment is not difticult, to press belief
in it nay be possible even for good-natuved people, bus to
thinl it, to bring it howe is reason or heart, is what the
stoulest cannot do.—TFroTHINCHA N,

The wrongs we inflict upon our neighhors follow us like
our shadew. Tove of his follow-creatures should be the
riling prineiple of the just man in all Lis works, for that
weighs the most in the eelestia! balance. - Cunrsiuxsa,

Friendship iy reciprocal benevolenes which inclines aucly
individual to be as suxious for another's welfare as Lis own.
Tt 15 better to Le poor thun illiterate ; for the poor only
want woeney, the lliterate lack the distinguishing churaeter-
1stics of human nuture.—ARIsTIPPUS,

Use moderation.  Belicve not all.  Be equally mindful
of friends present aud absent.  Cherish thy pavents. What
thou bestowest on thy parents thow shaly reccive from thy
childven in thy oldage.  That which thon blamest in auotlor
do not thyself to thy neighour — Tirsrrs.

Wateh thyself withall diligence and liold thyself in ag
the spivited steed is held in by its owner.  Master thyself ;
so mayest thon teach others, and casily tame them, aftev
having tamed thyself ; for self is lavdest to tame,  The
taint worse than all others is ignorance. —Buppicy,

The graudest of empires is to rale one's self,
nothing grand thut is not also el Wlha hus most ! He
who desives least. Throw away all anxiety about lifs and
mike it pleasant.  If you hear that others have spoken ill
of you, consider whether you have not done the same ahout
many people.  How mueh better to wal an mjury than to
avenge it T shall take the world as wy country, Guanl
vigarously that social tie which Linds man to man and
extablishes the vights comon to the human race,  Life is
warfare, and these who elimb up and down steep paths and
go through daugerous enterprises ave the Lrave men and
the leaders in the camp : but to rest basely at the cost of
others’ labors is to Le a coward, sufe beeause despised.—
SENEcA,

There iy

Docs the song of the heraldangels, © Glory to Gad i the
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men,” express
the exaltation and the yearning of u Luman soul, ov dees it
describe an optieal and aeoustic facb— i visible host and an
andible song?  If the former, the exaltation and the
yearning ave man's imperishable possession— a forment [sic]
long confined to Individuals, but which way by and by
heeome the leaven of the vace,  If the Iatzer, then beliof in
the enlive transaction is wreskad Ly non-fultilrent.,  Look
to the kast, at the present monment [1877], as o connent
on the promise of peisce on earth and good will toward
men. That promise isa dream dissolved by the experienen
of cighteen centuries.  But though the mcehanical theory
of o voeal lwavenly multitude proves untenable, the
inmartal song and the feelings it expresses are still ours, to
le tncorporated, et uy hope, in purer and Jess shadowy foris
i the poctry, philosophy and praetice of the future,—
Txypact oy Max's SovL,
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Whatever tends to preserve and mmncliorate mankind is
mood ; and whatever tends to the destruetion and deterio-
ration thereof is evil.—Vorxny,

Faithfulness and sincerity are the highest qualities,
When you tinnsgress danot fear to return.  Learn the past
and you will l\ﬂm\' the futnre.  Not fo correet our faults 15
to comuit new oues.  De rigid to yourself und gentle to
others, and yon will have no enemics —CoNFUUIUS,

The only true aristocracey, probably, is that of kindness.
Intellect without heart 1s mhmu‘]) cruel jag crusl as wealth
without sense of justice ; as eruel us musele withont merey.
So that, after all, the l(:ll avistoeriey must be that of rroml—
ness where the mtci]egb is divected by the heart.— (oL
INGERSOLL.

Do not that to your neighbor which you wotld not wish
to take from him. Spe 11\ ill of no one, not even your
encmies.  Whatsoever you do, do it well. Never boast of
your vlaus before they are executed, for foar of the ridienle
aud disappointment to which you wili be exposed if you do
not accomplish them.--Prrracus.

Justice Iz the virtue of treating every one nccording to his
deserts,  Justice includes the observance of the laws for the
preservation of soctety and the diselivrge of obligations and
debts between equals.  Teuning is the best provision
against old age.  There 1s just as mueh diflerence hetween
the wise and the foolish as there s between the living and
the dead — A nisToTLE.

Tt is criminal not only to do mischief, but to wish it
ITe who subdues his passions is wore Jieroie than e who
vanquishes an enemy, Do nothing shameful though vou
are alone. Tt is the ofice of prwlence, where it is possible,
to prevent injurics; hut where this cannot Le done o wixe
regard to our tranquility will prevent us from avenging
them.—DEyocrITUs.

There is no better woy to tiue glory than to endeavor Lo
be good vather tlan scem so,  Only the wise man ean be
brave, just, and temperate. Viee of every kind is iznoranee,
If & man iy cowardly it i hecanse he does
apprecinte the impervtance of 1ife anld death. 1o thinks
death an evil and Hees from it. L he were wise hie would
know that death is o rood (hing, or at least an inditierent
ong, nud therefore would not shun b —Rocrares,

nnb rightly

I deny the existence of such a heing as the Hebrew
Jehovah, or Calvin's God, whe walked ad talked with men
who destroved them prvposely with flood aned ive, eavih-
quake and plague 5 who tiened o woman futo sty made au
ass speak ; killed fifty thousand and seventy wmen for looking
into the avk ; stopped the sun wud moon in ovder that «
Ilebrew “fillibuster” micht slaughter the Cianamites; saved
a drowning prophet in o whale’s bhelly 3 wnd who makes

“ decreesfor the salvation of some, Al allows others to
. N N )
lisbit an etermad hell.— 1L €. Apas,

Theology is now wmaking s voynge from the icehers-

breeding vegions of the f novth, where the l)inn-wl:w and
the towers, ‘md the mountaing uf' woindlrous gleaming glory,

sail slowly every day to their destrucetion, m(Itmg at the
bottoin Ly the wavmth of the water of ihe Gulf Stream,
melting ab the top by the shining of the sun. They turn
aver every onee in a while, groaning as they turn, aud i:‘\'-
and-by, rotted, they sink and ave moixed with the ocenn lowl,
So the old systems of theology, on which Liorest wen, good
men, expended their lives; aee bound Lo dissolution.—T1E, VW,
Bercnru.

Nothing ean ever spring from nathing, nor can anything
ever return to nothing,  The universe adwavs existed anil
will always venmin, for there s notling into which it e
be clinnged. 'lll(io s nothing in nuture, nov ean anylhing
be conce 1\{‘(1 Besides hody ,unl space. Dody is that which
possesses the 111‘0}1‘\.111( sol bull, ligure, vesislance and gravily,
It is this alene which can toueh or he touched, Spaec s
ihe region where Lody is o may e ocenpled by body, and
whiclh alfords an opportunity of moving frecly,  Desides
these—Dbody aud space--no thind nacre ean be coneeived
for such a natvre must cither have bulk o solidily, or
want them, that is, itonast either be hody or space, The
wuniverse consisting of body and spaee, 15 inlinite, for it has
no Jimits,  Dodies are infinite o omultitade. Spaee ix
nfinite in magnitude,  The uuniverse is to he concelved as
nnnovable, sinee beyoud it theve i3 no place into which it
i move ; and as clernal and immutable, sinee it i neither
liable to inercase nor decrease, Lo production nor decay, -
Ereicvres

CAN

A MASON CONSISTENTLY DR
A FREETIIINKER?

{py M)

On a perusal of your first nmmber (which please allow me
to sy an exceedingly ereditable production), T find that
youshortly discuss the guestion, © Cana Mason Le consis-
tently o member of i Freethought Associntion.” With yonr
peruission Towill consider the guestion at somewhnt greater
length, I may fivst premise that to be o wmember of suchan
association you have simply to have yourname envolled, pay
the subseription fee, and get your member’s ticket. 1 may
not be quite right here, but at any rate you have not to sub-
scribe to any partientar form or dogma ; of that T am certain,
T take it that among the members of a Freethought Asso-
ciution you may find Deists, Theists, Agnosties, .‘)plmiu.lhsts
Positivists, Unitariaus, .mni miny othm s]l.nl(s of religious

thought, ]n fact, any line of thought on that or cognate
subjects. I have purposely left out Atheists beeause 1 can-

not coneceive the tdea of an Athelst in the sense in whick

the term is populinly employed, viz :one who denies CGod,
But now let ng engnive what is required of a Frecmason

Lholding w cevtilieate from cither of the Grand Ledges of

England, Ircland. or Seothuud, Facl of these valing bedies
Las w Tiook of Constitutions for the gnidance of their

maewbers, cacl differing from the otlier i minor details, hut
agrecing in all esseutials, Centovies before Grand Lodges
came into existence Masons were guided wore Ty orval trli-
tion than by written law, botb some of {he old written huows
or regulations huve been preserved and are bound up with
the aforesadd Constitutions, They are denominated # An-
clent Chavges™  These latter ave recognized by all leghimate
Chrand Ledees all over the werld, The first article
coraing God ame religion” 1t Is necessary to quote from,

S {om-
1t

svs A Mason Is obliged by lis tenure to obey the mord
Lvw, aned 1 he vighily understimd the art he will never e a

stupid athetst noe an ereligions lhertiue, e of all men
showld hest nnderstand that Cod seell not s man secth,
for man Tocketloat the ondbward appeavanee. Tnd God Tooketh
to the heart. A Mason is therefore particulioely hound
never to aet against the dietstes of his conscicoee. Lot a
nun’s religion or wode ofs worship be what (8 mav, he i 1ot
exeluded from the Grder provided Te helicves in the glorious
arehitect of heaven and eavth, and praetize the seered duties
of moralily. Alusons unite with the vivinous of every per.
stsion 1 the fivm avd pleasing homd of fraternal Tove ; they
are taaght to view the crrors of nankind with compas<ion,
aned Lo strive by the purity of their own conducel to demon-
strale the superior excellence of  the  fuith  they
profess”

L soware that some men who Belong to the Fraternity
will tell you that, to be admitted a \].mm you must believe
in o personal Cod wad o resurreetion from death, Buel is the
foree of personad feeling wnd sectavian prejudice when allowaed
to vetain their fdluence over the mind unmolested even
of woamem! ep of this the most anseetarian Institution that
ever existed, —an Tnstitution that may well be tormed o
Church without o dogna, In the ahove extraet God s
temslated as = the glovious arebitect of heaven and earth,”
ad, aflerwards as the neophyte iz indtiated into the varions
mystevies, o degrees, The Great Aveliteet of
—The Growl Geometrician of the Universe—"The  Moest
Figh —The Grand Overseer of the Universe--The 1AM
TIHAT AN, What a brewdth of view ! what a grandeos
of conception 1s hore huplied T Can any thinking,
ing heing suppose for aomoment that herein is
man-god,—God In the likeness of pony wan, KO
iy thoes the for may be extendal 2 Truly we shiould
view the veffeclions of sueh o mind “ with compassion.”
Andyeltothedeverestmen amoengst us, te the greatestiminls
of this or any past age, wlnt do these designations, sopar-
ate or combined, imply T Wiat meaning de they convey !
Simply the inserntale mystery of the U\l\\o\\\ the Isis
whose mysterions veil s never yebt Leens dlvawn .wull‘, Lie-
fore whom the wisest and the best of wortals have ever
stood appalled. Indeed i is only perhaps o few of those en-
caged in the work of Nature's great revelations, whose howts
Live throbbed with ihe Lfearful jov of hope expectant, that
e Great Mystery may ever be solvad by the finite mind of
.

A Mason’s professed work is the research of #the hidden
wysleries of noature and seience™ ; and well may 16 be said
thal Le of a1l awer should best understand that Quod sceth

miy

the Dniverse

FeASO1-
depicted a
however
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not as man seeth)” for if he is a teue Dason he of &1l men
should have the geandest coneeption of Infinite Power and
Wisdow Ul eawrthly wmortads way hepe Lo aspive to. The
dopma of a personal God is not in Masonry, or of it, and
even one of the “ profune or outer world” can sce, from the
nature of the work on whicl we ure employed, that such
cannot be. ¢ The use made of the Bible in Masonie cere-
wonies a5 well as in Masonie ritual,” cue only e variously
estimated accardiug to the various linesofthought of different
rmembers of the Tnstitution.  For example : The Christian
neaphyte, in tuking his OB, secepts the Book as a whole,
Old and New Testament combined ; the Jew aceepts only
the OI1; the Muahommedan zeeepts neither, but will bo
Lound hy the Koran ; the Bhuddist vequires the Rig Veda,
mul the Parsee would (L amn eredibly informed by an eye
witness) consider linsclf insulted by bLaving the Suacred
Volune presented to him, and will only give his seered word
of honar,  If this is so {and I believe I am fally warranted
in econsidering these things as fuets) the ©vanishing poing”
of the Dible in the Lodge, to n Christian believer, is at the
iuvitation of his Jewish brother, and the eonception of God
1o all these men, sceowdling to the faith in which they have
been educated, must be different, until they each and 2l
attain that grander conception which belongs to Masenry,
That many Masons do not attain to that conception T grant,
but the why and the whevefore of this we cannot now stop
to enquire,  That the Old Testament is necossary and of
importance in s Lodge will 1 think be granted by Masons
of all shades of opinions, net as an autherity for dogma, but
as a lecendary, historieal veference, without which the sym-
Lolism and traditional history of Masoury would lose its
vitality, and perlmps after a time its form and character
Neither do T see any great ohjection to ity being termed the
Sacred Volnwe, for sacred undoubtedly it is to our Jewish
brethren (and a Mason should ever be ready to respect the
religious feclings of others).  Saered wmay it almost be said
ta be o those who no longer look on it as inspired, notwith-
stunding the moactyrdoms which it is sald to have been the
ciuse of, and which after all must be considered as the result
of the e intellect an all sides being sunk in the slough
of Imuorance, Hacred ou account of its being the teacher
tlnou<rl1 all the Ages of one God pure and indivisible, and
who, tllough it clothed at times with powerful and tmnhk
hum{m attvibntes for good or evil, aflords us sometimes a
glimpse of that great Jriovan which in this present day we
yet stand in awe md wonder of—that inserutable mystery
at whicli we stand appalied.

That Masenic ritual makes use of the Bible, need not i
surprise us when we eonsider that, as vegards the history of
Masonry, the ritunl wo now possess 1s sncl an elaboration
of that used by Masons of the olden time that could they
re-visit the scenes of thieir former fibors, and again assemble
within the walls of those grand old edilices which stand as
mouuments of their surpassing skill, they would stand trans-
fixed with wonder, 1If not with adwiration.  Primitive
vituals of the Craft were short and coneise. It was when
the speculative element was introduced into Masonvy that
vitual was eulirged and elaborated, and of course partook
of the parvticular line of thought of the individuals perforni-
iug the work, not perhaps designedly so, but from the patural
bent of ideas.  Dub the dogma of o resnrvection to life
eternal ean only have been nported into Freemasonry by
those brethren who were anxious to ehivistianize the Tnsti-
tuzion, for if 16 may be said to be shadowed forth anywhere,
it isin the legend of the thivd degree.  This degree, ealled
the © Aaster Mason,” is compuratively of modern dute, for
we are informed “In aucient times no brother, however
skilled in the eraft, was called a Dlaster Mason until he had
been elected into the chair of & Lodge”  We know it was
not in use before the year 17106, for up to that period all
Masons not having been elected to the chair of a Lodge were
cadicd Fellow-Crafts.  Its authorship is generally Imputed
to Drs. Anderson and Desuguliers ; and Oliver says ¢ the
legend was evidently borrowed from ecrtain tales taken out
of the Jewish Targums which were prllished in London
AD, 1715, from a manuseript in the University Libravy
ab O mﬂnui«ro Andl Dv. Anderson himselt saud in o work
privlished A. 13, 1730, that it gcems to allude to a beantiful
passage in the sixth beok of Virgils Hneid,”  For the dif-
furent interpretations, paganizstic, pelitical, and biblical, put
on this legend by the Crafg at the time of its fivst appearance,
I must vefer your readers to # Olivar’s Freemason’s Treas-
ury,” pages 295-6-7. Dut that it kesan mpressive oceuls |

signifieance and teaching worthy of so beantiful an
I think no trae Mason shoukl be ignorant of.

The Grand L{HE_‘SC of 1_41,"!‘111(1 15 nuw Ulh; wilh the ve-
vision of their Book of Uonstltutmns, 2 work forced on them
by the advanco of the times.  On the completion of that, it
woilld redound wuch do their common-sense were Lhey o
revise, and in some neasuve reconstruck, the ritual.  This
can be done without sweeping away any of the real land-
marks of the Order, or destroying its beautiful allegory, and
they would at least gain evedit for consistency from those
Indian Princes and other eastern gentlemen who have been
initiated wnder their ruls, and for whom certain refercnees
in the vitual can bave no meaning,  Then the ancient and
Lonorable order, venerable with hoary antiguity, instead of
posing before the world siml\iv as . charity organisation, to
lie nsed in some instances zs a masked p!nlm\ of support
for Chureh and State, may in altered circumstances retain
more of the bright intelleets that fall out of ler ranks
year by year, to be supplemented by those who never vise
to a conception of the nature and objects of the Institution,
Then would the Jast indeed be a place of Light and Wisdom,
and the 1ays of the Sun of Knowledge would shine strong
and radiant on all within the civele of its influenee,  Then
might it be traly said that A Mason’s Lodge 1s o Masoen's
Churelr.”

allegory,

A l)_HLWI\T A\r REVERIE

One cvening when he was more than commonly out of
sorts, afler sitbing some time in moody silence, he roused
]111115(,11, and t.ﬂ\mg up a book that lny on hm‘ table, he
clanced at ibs title and turned over the leaves. Tt happoned
Ly ill luck to Le a velume of Darwin that Dlvs. Lee had just
borrowed from the library of Congress.  © Do you under-
stand this sort of thing " asked the Senator abruptly, in a
tone that suggested a sneer.—* Not very weli,” replied Muis.
Lee, rather eurtly.—- Why do vou want to understand it P
persisted the Senator.  “ What good will it «do you ?'—
fPerhaps it will teaclh ws to e Modest,” angwered
Aadeleine, guite cyual to the secasion.—* Decanse it says
we descend from monkeys T rejoined the Senator, roughly.
“ Do you think your are descended from monkeys " Why
net ¥ said Madeletne.—* YWhy not 77 repeated Radeliffe,
fanghing harshly.  “1 don’t like the councetion. 1o you
mean to introduce your distant relatives juto sociely ¥'—
“They would bring moere amusement into 1t than wmost of
its present members,” rejoined Murs, Lee, with a gentle
smile that threatened mischicf —But Radelitle would not
be warned ; on the contrary, the enly eftuet of Mrs. Lee's
defiancs was to exasperate lis ill temper, and whenever he
lost lLis ‘rempor he heeune senatorial and  Websterian,
“BSuch books,” he sald, “disgrace our civilisition ; they
degrade and stultify owr divine nature; they are only
suited for Asiatic despotisms where men arve reduced to
the level of brutes ; thut they should be uceepted by a man
like Bavon Jacobi, I can understand ; he and Iis masters
have nothing to do in the worll but o trample on hamun
rights.  Mre. Carringlon, of eourse, would approve those
ideas ; he believes in the divine doctrine of floguing negroes ;
but that you, who profess philanthiropy and free prineiples,
should go with thew, is astonishing ; it is incredible; it is
unwortlyy of you."— You are very hard on the monkeys,”
replicd Madeleine, rather sternly, when the Senator’s oration
was concluded.  “The monkeys never did you any harm ;
thoy are not in public 1ife ; they ave not even voters ; if they
were, you would be enthusiastie about their intellizence and
virtue. After all we ought to be grateful to thew, for what
would men do in this melanchely world if they lad not
inherited gaiety frow the monl:ey‘s—;m well us oratory.”—
Extract from © J)omocmc‘,, an Aanevican novel,

BRUNG'S THLEORY,

 Struck with the problem of the generation and main-
tenance of organisms, and duly pendering it, he came
to the conclusion that Nature does not imiiate the
technic of man. “The infinity of forms under which
matter appears were not imposcd upon it by an external
artificer; by its own intrinsic force and virtue it brings
these forms forth,  Alatter 1s not the mere naked unpty
capacity which philosophers have pnctured her to be,
but the vniversal mother who brings forth all things as
the fruit of her own womb.,”—TyNparLL,
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WILLIAM DENTON

From a sketch by DAL Bennett,in his work *The Worid's
Bages, Thinkers and Reformers,” we gather the following
particulars concerning 'rofussor Denton, whe died of fuver
in New Guinea :—

*This courageous geologist and Radical,” says his biegrapher,
“was born at Darlington, Durbam county, Fugland, on the Sth
January, 1823, William's father was quite poor, and igonrant of all
scholarship, butl o true, sturdy, industrious wooleomber, and had to
suppert a’ family of four children on res a week. At the age of
cight William Denton was placed at a day school, in which the
tutor gave experiments with a galvanic battery, besides giving
“ practical lessons in phrenology and electricity.” At this stage of
his carcer Willlam commenced his stuldics in geoloyy, reading
closely on the subject, and preparing, hammer iun hand, for future
researches,  * Wihen eleven years old he was hired by a currier of
Darlingten for 2 vear at half erown a week.  Afler serving his time
in the currier's shop, he wis emploved 3 months by a Methodist
minister in a grocery store.  This situation was highly satisfactory
to his father, who was a firm Methodist, William, one cday, however,
dctected his master giving false weight, by placing a picce of lead
on the scale. Ile told his father, who went to * the Methoedist
minister grocer,” and after denouncing his dishonesty, took the boy
away {rom his service. After leaving the grocery business, William
was sent to the Darlington Grammar School, where he acquired
the rudiments of Greek and Latin, At the age ¢f 14 he was
apprenticed to Timothy Hackworth, at shilden, to learn the trade
of machinist, Working during the day he did not waste his leisare
hours at night, and read the works of Lyell, attended scientific
lectures, and becanic a menmber of the Mechanics' Tustitute. IHe
also pursued his goolngical studies in a ratlway tunnel near Shilden.
At 16 he joined the Methodist Association Church, and within a
year after commenced Jecturing on Temperance and giving
addresses on religion in Sunday School.  He soen became an adept
at speaking, taking part in theological debates and addressing
meetings in farm kitchens or on the open green, At length he got
hold of Combe's "“Counstitutionof Alan.”” The minister said to him,
“William, that is a vers dangerous book,”” and proceeded te prove
the statement by citing Combe's tlustration of the two boats.
Denton, however, ceontinwed studying Combe, and found the
lustration of the boats true, and stroightway besan to manifest
heresy in his speeches. Tle was now 1o, and st with Timothy
Hackworth, One day his master told him te go to a brewery to
repair some machinery, This wounld coniiict with his radical
temperance principles, and he spoke to TTackworth about having
conscientious scruples,  [lackworth sncered at @ conscivncy, 1l
sent Denton away,  He next tried teiching in a schoel at Newport,

it

He also lectured on Temperance, and preached frequentdy in
London, He often used to walk 12 miles 1o Cardiff on Saturday,
preach three times on Sunday and walk back on Monday morning
m time for school. At this time he was ene of the most active
tighters for Temperance in Englaul. He continued Jecturing on
Temperance, Mesmerism, and Radicalism, until he made many
cnemics, and wis dismissed from thc I. Ile had toselt his
books to prevent starvation, amd emizrated to America. He Innded

in Philadclphia in 1803, His life in the United States continned
to be a series of strugzles.  During the latwr vears of his Life he
continued to lecture and write principally in New Endamd, A
series of his discomrses are published. e has estabiished o
reputation as a geologist, and wis reckoned amongst the ablest
advecates of Spiritualism,

THIE MORNING RTALL

|
W Lave the morniuy star, |
O fuolish people, O kings ! ‘
With us the deyspring
Even all the fresh daysprings
LFor us, and with ug, all the multitudues of things.

3

O sorrowing hearts of slaves,
We heard you heat [rom far !
We bring the licht that saves,
We bring the morning star
Freedom’s good thing

3’

¢ Lwing you, whence all good things are.

The strifo of things and heauty,
The five and licht adored,
Truth and Wfe-lightening duty,
Tove without crown ov sword,
That by his might and gedhead makes man god and lord.

These have we, these are ours,
That no priests give, nor kings ;
The hemey of all these tlowers,
The heart of all these springs ;
Ours, for where frecdout lives unot, there live no good things.

Rise, cre the dawn be risen ;
Come, aed he all «ouls fed
From ficid, and street, wd prison,
Come for the foast Is spoeaul
Live, for the bruth is living ; wake, for the njght s dead,

A Swinlurue.

Some persort with ot for disnal statisties has eom-
1
puted that the ehances of being murdered in Rome and

"
Ingland are us 237 to [, |

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE'S THEOLOGY,

The following passages are from an article by Tlor-
ence Nizhtingale in Fraser's Magazine in 1073, ‘Lhe
article is headed ¢ A ¢ Nole” of Intervogation,” and its
aim is Lo interrogate whether the greater portion of the
religious teaching of the present day is not misdirected,
on the ground that it fails to inform men what is the
true character of God :—

Is it not a simple impertinenee for preachers and schoolmasters,
literally s enthedrd, to be always inculeating and laying down whit
they eall the commands of God, and never telling s what the Giod
is who conmands, often indeed vepresentivg Him as worse than a
devil?  “ Decause 1 am Gol and not man.”  Bub you represent
Him as something far Delow man, worse than the worst man, the
worst Fastorn tyrant that was ever heard of.

S Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.”
Al frem the mouth of him whoe said these words, they arve indeed
the ©first and greatest commandment.”  He who went ahont doing
good, who ealled all of us who are weary awd heavy laden to come
to Him —who towaneds Tlis eruel torturers and murderers felt nothing
but * Father forgive them, for they know not what they do”— He
might well say, © Thou shalt love the Lord thy God,” fur Lie needed
not to explain to us His chavacter,

But—and what a descent is here '—for us to lay it down sz 2 rom-
mand to love the Lovd God!  Alas! poor mankind might casily
answer :— I can™t love because I am ordered —least of all can I
love One whe scems to make me miserable hiere to torture e here-
after, Show me that e is good, that He is lovable, and I chall
love him without Leing told.”

Bat docs any preacher show us this?
good, hut he shows him to be very bad.
< Love,"” but he shows him to be fute, wo
As the Persian poet says—* I God ponishies me for deing ovil by
doine me evil, how iz hebetter thand 77 And it is hanl to answer,
Tor certaindy the worst man would Lavdly torture his aiemy, 3f le
conld, fur ever.  And anless God has a sehienie that every man isto
he saved for ever, it is hard Lo say in what Ile s not woerse than
man. For all good men wonld save others if they could,

A poor man, dying in & workhouse, said to his nurse after having
seen his elergyman—a I does geomn havd to Lave suflered so muel
here, only to go to everlasting torments beveafter.”  Seliont has the
feeling, which must be that of half the world, heen so simply
expressed.

flow ilen is it possible to teach cither that Ged iz Love ™ or
that Giod connnands auy ity o wdess Gol Tas o plon foe Lrlngg

e may sey that Gl iz
Iic may say that Godis
e than any hate of man.

iy
cach amel all «f us to periection 7 Low can we swork at all iy e
he no sucha plan?  Itis not enough that (hal sonkd not e willing

to punish everlastingly --to show that Hu g goal He must Le
acoomplisking a desiger, - invarigble and withont a shadow of tmen-
ing,” the desive to save overy one of us everlastinely. There must
be no piving the ge by to searching cut, as the very fivst conditiva
of veligion, whether theve Lo such oo plon,

Tuke eor, sone of the most fanadiae instances of mistales, arising
from not und. maline the charieter of God,

That God veoavds suffering as good in Hself, that e pavs wiell
those who iefict 5 on themselvess 15 the hasis o which was founded
a very large polity inthe Roman Cathiolic Claeh,

That God s so Iet goman as o beeome esaentially wiclal, for
which ke has institeted no ether system of holp exeept fotting An-
other pay the penalty for man, was e foumdation of another theory
of relizion sonetinoes called = Bvangelical.”

That this bavharising docivine does nob make man havhavows, at
least not very, ean only be bestuse men are so wuch Letter than
their God.

" ) * " "

It is of noase saying that Cod is just, unless we difine what jus-
tice 3= Inoall Chri-tinn tnies penple have said that * God s just.”
sl Dve evedlited Lhm with an dnjustice such as transconds sil
Fumnn injustice that 1698 possible to conveive, g, that e con-
demns to * everlusting fire,” for not being baptiscd, little labics
wha cortaiuly conld not get themecves Tapticed. What s the
most horritde and wholesale infanticide canpared with this? Not
even that of the Frenchwoman farmer of babies who poured vitriol
instend of milk down the habies” threats, wind dipped their heads in
boiling water. For she cevtainly didnot mean tode this for cternity.

Pt would God he the more just, even thongh MHe does not damn
the Jittle Tabics, if He does not soeee them—if He Dias no sehieme by
which the little babics, who were never asked whether they would
comie into this world or net, ave to be hrouzht to pevfect happiness 7

Alzo, theve is extraordimry cenfusion alwut what happiness i,
Whole hooks have heenwritten to prove that there is o very equal
distribution of happiness all over the world in all olasses and con-
ditions of men,  * Taupas ave accustomed to panperism, rich
people ave accustomaed to enneid, savaues to savagedom.  All these
have theiv pleasures,” This is the avgument,. Do people who areus
thus ever ask themselves for one moment what happiness 15?7  Or
do they really call the cxcitement of gin. the beastly momentary
pleasure of sensnality, whicl alone diversify the miscrable lives of
Tundreds of thonsands of Loidon poer. happiness - O do they call
the dead lock of carriages in Hyde Park, which minister to ihe
cunui of the rieh, happiness ?

And well may they write to prove ihat overy wan in London,
taling the average, has £10,600 a year, as that every man, taling
the average, has happiness.

What a poor idea of happiness this is!

Ts mob the happiness of G, a0 Jar s we ean conceive if, the coly
type of what happines: And why has God happiness? Not belause
He can do what He Likes 5 but because what e likes is goed.
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A REPLY TO THE «1PROOTT OF THE DIVINE
ORIGIN AND TRUTII OIF CHRISTIANITY.”
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[The editor in regretting hie has not space for the
whole of this admirable cssay, aceepis the entire
responsibility for its condensation.  The parts left out
are more ot less necessary to the continuity of the
argument, and if there is any break in the sensce 1t must
be ascribed to the abbreviation which has been foreced
upon us, The paper was delivered at the Wanganui
Frocthought Association by one of its members in reply
to an address by a Christian. )

The author of * Christianity before Christ  says: * The most
impotrtant lesson deducible from all the religions systems com-
memorated in history is that all religious conceptions—whether in
the shape of doctrive, precept, prophecy, prayer, religious devotion,
or a belief in miracles -are a spontancous outgrowth of the moral
and religious elements of the human mind, To assign them to a
higher origin is to ignore the development of modern science aud
insult the highest intelligence of the age.”  And 1 believe wa can
nowhere find this law of mental evelution more fully and scienti-
fically explained than in ** The Course of Paositive Philosophy,” by
M. Augusic Comte. This brilliant French writer, who has been
stvled the Dacon of the Nineteenth Century, set forth that the
intelligence of mankind passes successively through three distinet
stages—the supernatural, the metaphysical, and the positive.  The
first he considers the lowest, ov infantile, state of human socicty;
the seconed, or metaphysical stage, he represents is to reject all
supainaiural interpositions, to bring in the kdea of abstract forees,
ar:d to personily them under the one agency of Natwre; and the
third, or positive period, precludes all searvch into causes by apply-
ing itsclf to known phenomena, by ascertaining their relations and
Laws, and so to classify and generalize them., And the outcome of
the recognitien of this principle of ntellectual progress 1s the
important and interesting questicn, *What relasion dees Chris-
tinnity bear to the cver advancins thought of mankind 2« AMen's
thoughts broaden with the widening of the sun” says Tennyson,
and so what has been calted Chr ity at one period in modern
history has not been acknowledged as such at another.  Indecd, T
experience o smaldl diffienlty to ¢learly define what Christianity
really is.  If I cansider it asan cihical system whicl teaches the
pursiit of justice, love, and truth, T am at once confronted with the
tact that these virtues were enjoined ad practised more or lessin
all ages, and nust continue Lo exist, 1 beliove, when Chrostiamty
takes its place with the many supernatural svstems which preceded
it And if I refer to the many creeds and confessions into which
the ecclesiastical worll is divided to ascertnin what Chrostianity
really is, then [ am pericetly bewildered, and taere appoars 1o
standard of appeal whereby Lo duecide the trath,

*> * B * *® *

Ttisquite possible that, now-a-days, Christian evidenes lacturers
do not clench their argnments by reference to the Bible, Yet we
certainly mizht have been told whether or not Chyistianity had its
beginning at the so-called Tall of Man; that in censequence of this
transgression inan was cursed and a Redecner was necessary and
promised ; that this Deliverer should be the offspring of the woman
—that he should bruise the sevpent’s head and that it should bruise
his heel; that haly men of vld prophesied in every age concerning
hint the Savionr; that the long succession of the sacrificial rites of
the Jews were the types, or antetypes, of the one great sacrifice on
Mount Calvary, by which the grand scheme was accomplished
which reconciled God and man. It would be uncharitable to
suppose that the lecturer only thought these beliefs belonged to
the scrmou, which is protected by the pulpit and wisafe to advance
where {ree discussion is allowed.  Ie did not, however, once men-
tion these essential particulars to prove the divine origin and truth
of Christianity, and in like manner he stecred clear of the doctrines
of the incarnation, atonement, justification by faith, &, with the
simple asseriion that it was not accessary 1o prove their truth !
The result was that he proved nothing, except this —that language
Is sometimes meant to hide your meaning and wot to expressit. It
wias urged througuout that man isa free agent. My answer te this
is short, simple, and conclusive --Man cannot he other than God
intended him to be, and therctore cannot be free, that 1s, without
contral, Tt was urged that all rehigions service has for its object
the reconciliation of God and man,  Here it was assumed that
Chuostinnity etfected this. Det with it there is attached a most
palpable contradiction.  Tf, through the death of Christ, all sinners
wore reconciled to Gad, is it not unreasonnble to suppose that there
exists a future state of pusishiment 7 How can the reconciliation
have taken place if, in what is enlled the great and final Judgment
Day, God is to say,  Depart fron me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire prepaved for the devil and his angels.”

It was urged as a proof of the divine origin and trath of Chris-
tianity that it is the only religion which is founded on miracles.
OFf course, this must De so, if Christianity is from the beginning,
ut Ido not admit this assumption, although I shonld feel sorry
for the foundation of Chrigtinney of T did. Why instead of it being
true that Christianity is the only religion which s founded on
miracles, the fact is that all religions have been instiluted upon the
alleged truth of mystery, miracle, and prophecy.

It is the priest’s strong chain

And support of the divinity,”
Moses, Elijab, and Elisha are said 1o have performed miracles, and
whilst the Jews have never disputed the miracles said to have been
performed by Jesus, they have vone the less rejected the claims set
forth for his divinity,  In regard to miracles, 1 think the utilitarian
argument has far more force in it than any vther method adopted
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fur their vejection. The question should be, not can miracles ba
proved possible, but of whatuse are they ? ‘I'here is nothing gained
by reading and belicving that, ence upon a time, svoo people were
fed with five loaves and two small fishes, whilst now there are
thousands in the world dying of slow and actuwdl slavation. My,
ITolyoake says the English Poor Law Commissioners would make a
king of the man who could parform that miracle now. And they
might, I think, if they can find him.  1But let us for 2 moement or
two examine the assertion that Chyistiamity 1 the only religion which
is founded on miracles.  There is historic proof that all the
miraculous incidents1zlated in the history of [esus Christ as a proof
of his divinity were related long previously in connection with the
religion and philosophy of ancient India.  Owing to the diflice!iie
attached to. and our Iurcpean ignorance of, the Asiaticlangungs,
it 1s only within a comparatively recent period that we have learng
anything at all rehable concerning Oriental religions. And com-
petent authorities assert that the mere that is ascertained the more
certain appears the fact that both Judaism and Christianity origin-
ated in India.  Take the story of the serpent, for instance, and the
origin of evil. Mr Kersey Graves quotes the very highest authorities
in exposition of the serpent tradition. e points out that Chrishna,
of India, isrepresented on some very ancient sculptures and stone
monuments, with his heel on the head of a sevpent.  And, also,
that 1200 venrs before the Christian era Chrishna was held to be
really God irearnate, and there appears such a great rescimblance
between the Tindoo life of Chrishna and the New Testament life
of Christ, that some able critics have in conseruence donbted
wiwether Jesus Christ is a historic character.  More especizlly as
Issene Buddhism existed among the Jews, Inhis very interesting
am! Instroctive werk, Mr. Graves gives no Jess than 344 histori
parallels in the recorded lives of Chrishnaeand Christ. Tt i
of Chrishna that he performed miracles—healed the sick, cured
lepers, restored the deaf the dumb and the blind, raised the dead,
and casl out devils. In fact, the history of all ancieat Oriental
2lirions eatirely destroys the claims for the supernatural origin of
Christianity. It 1s the one common thing throughout them all to
relate the miraculeus birth of their Gods, of their advent buing
forctold to the world by inspired prophets, and of their having, ot
last, retired o heaven, .« . . . Thenwe were invited to
consider the ethical value of Christlanity ; that Jesus ** spake as
never man spake before” s it not absolntely ridieulons that
Jusus was the first who, by precept and example, taught the prin-
ciples of charity, of compassion, of {raternal feclings,  Why Strauss
tells, and history confirms the assertion, that » five centuries belore
the Christian era, Buddhism had already inculeated gentlencss and
compassion, not only towards men but towards all living creatures.
Among the Jews themselves, the Rabbi Hillel had already taught,
aseneration before Christ, that the commandment of loving one's
1hbour asone’s self, constituted the veryessence of the law. To
isb cven our enemics was a maxim of the Stoics in Jesus' time,
And but one generation later, although withoot doubt independently
of him, and strictly m keeping with the principles of the Stoic
sehool, Epictetus called all men brothers, “inasmuch asall were the
children of God.™ It appears to me that the moral teackings of
Jesus are mostly rendered impractivable through extremism. The
Decalogue, or Ten Commandments, seems to me far more cogent
and practical than the Sermon on the Mount, the greatest beauty
of the latter being poetical,  Yet T might quote sayings from the
teachings of Buddha, Confucivs, and the Greek and Roman sages
of antiquity equal to anything Jesus is reportued to have said in this
respect.

[To bE coxcLupeD.]

THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OI' AMERICA

The Rev. Father Gleeson, of San I'rancisco s
repoited 1 ¢ The Catholic Citizen' to have spoken as
follows i—

“The public school system has lost to the Catholic Church
1 $0,000,000 of souls ! A large majority of Catholic children edu-
cated inthe public schools have drifted into indifferentism, if not into
Infidelity, and that s what they desire. Those Catholics, then, with
this knowledge stating them {all in the face, who send their child-
ren to the public schools, with their vwn good schools at thelr doors,
are traitorsio their Church and a dishonor to the faith which they
profess. .., . \We have Catholics now-a-days who are ever trving to
pare down the objectionable points of our faith.  They love to be
called Liberal Catholics: they are forever trving to explain away
what non-Catholics most object to.—Theoretically speaking they
believe 1 wmiracles, but shrug their shonlders when you ask them
to believe the miracle of Tourdes. Veneralion of relics, the
doctring of indulgences, and of purgatory they rarely allude to.
They never want to hear a sermon on exclusive salvation. They
would not be scen wearing a scapular, and don't knew howto say
the beads. They have no devetion to the saints, and don't care to
know cven the meaning of devotion to the Sacred [eart. Il the
Pope sounds a nole of warping to any people, they say he is
ine:dddling in politics. I the Archbishop disapproves of a Society,
or condemns an abuse, those very Liberal Catholics shake thenr
very Liberal heads, and say they don't sce anything wrong in it
The Charch s not progressive enough for them.”

This is strong testimony o the value of secular
cducation, and an unanswerable reason against Siate
endowments to the sects,

“Don’t tell me “you won't, ” said an Lhnica father 4o
Lis Tittle danghter of six swomeps.  © Well, bat papa,”
said the arvtless little one, ““what shall I say when I mean
I won't?”



16

THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW,

I}IPORTER.!‘

ADAMS, ’

DIREUT

R, A,

WHOLESALE AN¥D Retain Dparir, TarLor,
AND DRESSMAKER.
A T 1%

iy A

EDWIN J. KING,

FIVEACHER of Pianoforte, Vielin, ('or-
f nopean, ete,, ctx,  Music provided for
Bavvs, Parries, Irexies, £1¢, 1 town or

country.,

BRASS OR STRING BANDs.
. J. King and Sons’ Unrivalled Quadrille -
Band.
Acapeyy ofF Music:
§T, HILL STREET, WANGANUL.

JAMES THAIN & CO,
IRON & HARDWARLE MERCHANTS,

IMPORTERS OF—

American Goods, Agricnltural Tmplements,

Brushware, Lampwave, Paints, Oils, &e.

Licensed Dealers under Arms Act.

VICToRIA AVENUE,

Tavro Quavy, Axp 81, HILL STREET,

WANGANTUL

WILLIAM MITCHELL,
OARTER & FOEWARDING AGENT, |

Sr. HILL SIREET, WANGANCL i

Country Orders promptly attended to.

FREEMAN . TACKSOXN,

AUCCTIONEER & STuC SALESMAY,
ANCAXNUI AND HAWERA !
eat for Wellington steamers—ITUTA and

TUI, |
p Novthern NN, Col's steamers—
ROWEXAand MawGLREGOLR.

VICTORIA AVENUE.

SPRING AND SUMMER SEASONS

18834,
J. PATUL
—[_I A® the pleasure of advising his

numerous customars that he is now
opening up his fivst shipment of

SPRING AXND SUMMER GOODS,

imported direet from the leading mauufac-
turers of the United Kingdom and France,
and bonght under cxceptionally favorable
terms, The whole of this large shipment
will be marked very low, and intending
purchasers will find that, for

ECONOMY AND VARIETY

my establishnent is sccond to nene in
the colony.

. PTAUL,

Drnarcr as» Cuornimg,

Vistoria Avenne,

A, M. LOASBY & €O,
(Successors to Wakefield & Hogp),
WHOLESALE AND RWTAIL CHEMISTS
AND DLUGGIST,

VicTorIs AVESUE, WANGANUL

AL T.OASBY & CO. vespectfully

. solicit the patronage of the inhabi-
tants of Wanganni and surrounding districts.
The stock has heen largely increased, and,

whereconsistent withsupplyinggoodarticles, |

prices have been materiaily diminished.
Orders or Prescriptions by Post or Tele-
graph forwarded by first chance, without

- exception.

Surgical Dentistry (including
Stopping, and Extracting) a specialty.

W. H, NETTLESHIP,
{Late King & Co.},

_L\ j ANUFACTURING JEWELLER.

GuLb AND SILVER SMITH,

Electro-plater and Gilder, Masonic Jeweller
and Medalist,

VICTORIA AVENTUE, WANGANUI

Sealing, .

GEORGE CALMAN,

TEA MERCHANT AND GEXNERAL

PROVISION DUALLR.

VICTORIA AVENUL,

WWascANTL

ENCOURAGE NEW ZEALAXND
INDUSTRIES,

rE}l]-] NEW ZEALAND CLOTIING

FACTORY emyploys upwards of 7¢0 handa.
g, TWENTY-THREE BRANCHLES !
now opened in New Zealand.
Waxcaytr Brasain:
CORNELR OF VICTORIA AVEXNUE
AND RIDGWAY STREET.

Wi, AHLFELD Maxagen.

SHARDPE,

I{[;\VIXG left the Corner, has renwoved |

to Now Premises next Bank of New South

Wales, Wanganui, where he will Tie happy

to meet all his customers in future,

J. COBURN,
‘V.VHOLESALB AND RETAIL
FRUITEREL,

VierorIA Avexuve, WANGANCL

Tresh Oysters by every Aucklamd steanier.

THE CORNER BOOT SHOP.

I ¥ 8§ W O R T 1['s.

EVERYBODY ®KNOWS IT.

JAS, GRAIAN,
PLUMBI&R, GANFITTER, TINSMITH,
Fre., It

Riwuway Stanrt, Wavcasvwn

\ TOM FERRY,
}LICENSED VICTUALLER.
|

L ESTDEYCE &
OCCIDENTAL HOTEL,

Waveastn

JOHN EKLENNEDY,

! T TOTELKEETPEL  AND  GENERAL
1

STOREKELEPER,

1 N NED VY’S,

J. W. McDUFY,
COACH-BUILDER

K E

AND
WANGANUL,

IMPORTER,

:BEING a thorough, practical tradesman,

having a full etaff of first-class mechanica,
and using only the best materials, customers
can rely on getting Sound, Reliable Work,

I with a Superior Finish.

5. MANSON,

‘ G_ENERAL STOREKLETER,
i VECLAIMED Laxn,
WA N G AN U
{And at Murinoto.)

T,

; W, HPRIGGENS,
: BOOT AND SHOE MANUFACTURER,

} VICTORIA AVENUE, WANGANUT,

i Inporter of every desaiption of Ladies’,
Gents', and Children’s Boots and Shoes,

‘ DONALD T0ss,
OAJ-&INEI‘-MAI{.ER & UPHOLSTERER,
‘ Tavee Quay, Wasuaycn

A large stock of

a7 CARPETS AXD FURNITURE —ws

OF EVELY DESCRTPTION

ALWAYS ON HAXND

JAMES LAIRD

‘_[{[:AS much pleasure in announeing to
Country Settlers that his NIW SEEDS,
suitable for the seasen, are now to Land in
fine condition—comprising Turnip, Rape,
Mustard, Grass Sced, &,

All sceds eare-

% fully packed and forwarded first oppor-
‘ tanity. Price Lists sent free, and evory
|

information on application.

—

JAMES LAIRD,
WHOLESALE  axp RerTatn Suzpsyax,

Taupo Quay, Wanganul.

rare—

Printing Works, Victoria A vnne, Wangauei, New

|
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