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barred grating over them.

Then. thore was 1wy bnlging -breast-
plate of tinned copper, which helped to.
carry out the impression of seme fabn-
lous maonster. Occasionally ‘I° kickead
my legs out of the water; they were
incased in thick Dbldck shest india rab-
ber, and ‘my feet were clad in vory.
thick soled boots,

My bands, protected at the wnsta
with tightly fitting india rubber cuffs,
were free, - ‘They wera-the only 'p'ortion
of wy body that waa visible, and the

'ou]y thing about me probubly which
suggested iy buman. character. But
oo doubt they bad the effect to scare
the Chipamen the more.  But for the -
hands, they might have imagined I was
some sort of imarine mopster. Now
they wera suro that I'was the dreadful

" demon,

As soon us | becomﬂ possessed of. this
idea, I resolved to make the most of it.
[ hegﬁn ‘to throw my arms wildly about,

tn kick vigor.nsly with iy feet and to-

roll mny head from side tu side.
The effect - was marvelous. On the

top of another wave I could see that~

the whole ficet was breaking away to

" gtarboard—and running - fres, straight
gut into the east China sea.

:Defore long the whole fleet was get-

“ting well toseaward and leeward of bs. .

[ got a litle more water through the

air pipe just here and had somé little

difficulty in breathing, but at the same
time I felt mysclf pulled. Wlth a new
movement.

1 guesged what 'was _the cause of it.
The boys in onr boat had ceased to give
all their-attention to Towing, and for
the first time sinca they got under-way
began to pull me in with tha. lifeline.
Presently, rolling over, I saw the gun-

. wale of the wh_ﬂehoat just in front and
was bauled aboard.

- It did uot take me a half mmnte,
with (George- Cowles' help, to getany
helmet off, and to breathe the cpen air
with a deep breatli.- .

It was like a sturving man. taking too
-much food all at once.” 1 felt faint, but
tho sight of Cowles’ honest face bend~
ing over e revived me.

*“Thank Ged, man, you 're alive!™
said he. -

I was afr,ud " a.nd John Reese,
whom I sawsrnext, “that you'd saved
our lives at tho expense of your own.”’

“Did I—daid. I save your Ilives?” 1

asked, still a little dazed.

‘*That’s the very thing you've done,”
said. Reese. ' Ycu've scured that pack
of piratés back to their dens with yoor
oll_goggle cye. .Buch 'a sight as. yon
mudg on- the water they never saw be-

-foro. and they’ll never forget it, . Yoo
were tha demon that the cowardly dogs
arodlways looking for, and they trirned
tail und -went off with. the wmi] hke a
flack of swiits,”™ .-

..We.mayhthunk Ayour mate here,
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-somchow got wind  of,

- with o wiight of wichinery” -aud gd!ﬁ,

und dragging bebind them a wan from

. the bottom of the sen, and they were
chased by-a fHeet of pirates, seiling:on &

quartering but very good breeze, )
Meagtimoe- I was being  -dragged

\'through the water on my back. Through

my bit ‘of piate glass 1 could seethe’
pirates in advance, who seeined to- be
- bearing down upon we rapidly.

The more [.realized the sitaation the
more frightened 1 became. “Qur. mon
could paver row. away from those
jonks. They would overbuawl moe first,

- and when they had done that the men

in the boat would cut me off, Thenl
should drown in' o wmoment from.the
water rushing into the air pipo and
throngh the mlut valve into my breust-
plate.

1 own that i hoped the boys would do

that very thing—mny sitvation wns so

horrible. And 1 actually welcomed a
little dach of water that I got in iny
facs, though my heart stopped beating
for an iustant when 1 felt the water,
But it was only a little which I shipped
through the outlet air valve.

When the pirates should have over-
bauled me, they would go on aftor the
boat and the recovered treasure, the
taking up of which they must have

thoush they
knew nothing of diving. I hoped from
iny ‘heart that the boys had already
thrown the - gold overboard—thongh
what ghovld happen aiter my-air pipa

. was cut was of very little conaeyuence
to ine.

I came upon another fuil view of the
fleet from the top of thu wave. I could
sce the pirates looking at wme as their

“sailing .craft stoadily overhauled me,

Their black cyos were almost bursting
from their sockets ‘ms they looked at
me. It oceurred to me tiat they wore
frightened at something,.

[ went nader n wavo again, and the
wholo sceny was out of sight fur two or

< thrco minutcs.

Whe.u I cime lo the surface agmn,
and saw the same thing—pale visaged

* Chinameon uud the staring round eyes '

paintcd on the -bows of their vessels

. bearing down oo we—the truth flashed

upon me.  The pirates had ‘taken me
fur the demon of the vcean, whieh they
arc always fearing and fighting away,
with offcrings and incantations, on
board their junks,

A man 1w a diving suit—especially
flat oo his back -in the water that way

" ~—was 4 new sight to them. I bad'sim-

ply frightencd them out of their wits,
"There wue my great, glittering bead

of red copper, three timds as:lurge as

the ‘head of an ordinary.nan. In its

front was i -big. staring eye of plate -
glasq. with & bright briss ring’ ‘aronnd’

<y ears.were re'pteaentad by two -
' moxe glass windows : with-a -sort -of
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.proved that they were golting oif’ to-

et

had 1ot parted LUII][)JH} wm.l u:.} cun-
scioneness for goud und all, nnd that hct L

meo. 1 came to my senses at tho snr-
face and  found mysclf half ont of tha
water, half init, still inmy diving suit,

T was Leing drawn backward through
the water, and through the front win- -
dow of my hélmet I saw tho strangoat .
sight that evor met my eyes.

Not 40 rods.away, and plowing to- -
ward me, were a grant-many vessels of
gingulnr construetion, haying tall sails
that looked to me Hke. the side of un
outstretehed accordion, -and upan the .
prow of every buut wus painted u huge, .
staring cye, with black stréuke Jivers-
ing from it.

The moro | looked at theso stranse._ )
objects the mwore 1 becamo convinoed -
that thoy wero Chineso junks, such as I}

" had secn o fow days hofora in the Woo- - -

song river off Bhanghai, On tho for-
ward junks I saw sevoral armod mon
gesticalating wildly. They were evi-..
dently Chinamen, and thoy wore greatly .
excited. o
After watching their movemonts for
a few momeuts, 1t ocenrred to me thet
the men were acting as if they did not -
like my appearanco, If it wero pos- -
sible, I might oven - have supposed that
they were afraid of me, but-tho fuoct
that they wore pursuing me m‘. n good
rate of speed shet ont nnyanchsnppoai- :
tion as that. )
As I rose upon a crest of a wave, nnd.‘ :
at the sume juetant came into a position .-
aimost erect, I was ustonished fo nee,

. behind these vesaels in advance, a lnrgo .

fleet of others like them. .
Then the whole situation flashed up-.:
on me. The vessels which were purag. -
ing me were manifestly pirate juuks, .
which at that timo occasionallyswarmed
up, seemiogly out. of nowbere, in the .
Chineso sens. Whjl¢ I had beon nt the .-
bottom, this fleet of piratos had sndden-
ly hovoin sight around the cape. TFhere
were, in fact, 200 or 800 junks, O

The people 1n'our hoat, when they
saw the piratos ewcop dewn upon them, -
had no course but to take to flight. But
what were they to do with me down -
there at tho bottom? It was n wondoer
they dld not cat my lifeline and leave
me to my fate. Asd the lowa of human
conduct ga, they wonld havo been jns-
tifled in eacrificing my lifo in order to
save their own, .

I lenrned all this afterward, when
Cowles told me how he stool at the -
gunweale with bis vevolver in one hand,.
keeping the men off the line, whlle ’
with the other hand ho now jerked
crazily at the rope to signal me, and
no'w worked ‘the sjrpump. .

- Them, with all bands at the oars that .
conld grasp them; they bore rway: fof"'
the forts of :the . Woosung. Of coa:
they réally had- no- ‘vhance vo get thei
'I'hey were 10 men ina blg whdle i

.




