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> Able and. most eour-
teous  of 'men(;:,‘M;-.

" James. “Wallace .
Z*--about -fo sever ]:us

" eonnection’ with the
AWeI]mgt’.on WMana.
watu Heilway Co.,
ot Whlch he is the

matiager.  Failing
healih’, - necessitates
ihis step being taken.

. indebted" t0 the wun-

as one of the pro-
moters of the Wel-

jraxlws.y, has - helped

between the interior
and the Empire City.
We wish Mr. Wal-
lace a speedy recav-
ery to good health.
There's grit in the
man yet.

- . Both the W.C.T.U. and nearly all the political lengues have
had something to say about the C. D. Act in Auckland, and the
raising of the nge of consent. Yet thousands of women never
heard of the Aet, and are, therefore, totally ignorant of the ob-
jectionable features in its adininistration. It has given oppor-
tunities for the display of o marked insincerity of expression
.and & wide divergence between conduet and principle, as' many

o of those who conden_m the Act as degrading to the sex, and
caloulated to prevent fallen woman from regaining her social
position, have not besn remarkable for relaxing the stern laws

. of conventional worality to wn ©* unfortunate,” or of trea.t.mrr the
partner of her guilt with equal severity.

} s *
There is one thing that many em‘byra lady politicians have
to learn. That is: that the social evil is as much a natural
- outcome of our unsound and unhealthy social conditions as the
millionaire and the pauper are. The fact that the economie
piessure of the tmes, which reunders marriage impossible to so

“-many of our young men, compsls a contmual ﬁghb aga.mst
nature, does not appear to strike them., With secure employ-
ment and sufficient wages to all the mu.rnaga rate would in-
craasg, and legislative tinkering on the social purity question
be unnecessary. .
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* What hidden and mysterious force is disturbing the internals
of contemporary journalism and producing the feint rutiles on
the surface which presaga n change of tone, is hard to divine.
Take the Wellington newspapers. As to the * Evening Press’ it

" was of conrse understood that the suddenly developed Socialistie
flevolr and ulten- Liberal prmclples enunciated were only neces-
:aa.ry dunng the periad’’ of reconstructwu The large share-
holders in . the bu.ck-gound were 4 ‘guarantee that the old
. ollcy woqld eventua.llv he reverted to. But to find the stern
danouncer .of all fads, Utopisn ideals, and-Charlatanisms, sctu-

. -ally supporting the Batterment Bill, and relaxing its malignans.

ahimosity-to the party in .powet’, is an unexpected surprise. The
. Evemng Post" has bcen & shining exemple of the “ort.hodo\

* and to present the cold shoulder to the Premier.

senrefa.ry and general -

Wellington is greatly" J
~-never know what she’s-going to do next.

tiring exeftions of :.
Mr. Wallace; - who,

lington - Manawatu.

to open .up . trade

capitalistic journalism,” which follows reverently and respeotfully
inthe rear of public opinion, and presches the gospel of ! things
ag they are.”” Its approval of an advanced idea and its nagleot to:
abuse the Premior, even for once, is terribly. disquieting: . The
position is again complicated by the “ New. Zealand Txmes’.’
evincing a tendsncy to give a strong support to'Sir Robart Stout,
Surely Sir
Robert and the Liberal- Temperance- Gonsarwmva Pa.rliy oannot
have bnught. J olm Junius McKenzie's- shaa:es. ‘

Lt us pass on to somethmg more pleasnnt. to contamplate
—woman. Always dellght.ful and interasting—but uncertain—yon
How far the varions
Taushroom organizations which the extension of thesufirage hes
brought forth can be said to give acéurate notion of the desires
of the whole sex, cannot be decided, as the male sex are
generslly exeluded from their meetings.' But it i3 evident from

. the ‘resolutions which emsnats therefrom, that their lnck of

worldly: knowledge and experience is-about equal fo their faith

‘in the powers of Acts of Parlisment to purily humen nature.

* ¥ *

The Wellington Art Club are o be congratulated upon the
vast improvement shown at the exhibition justheld as compared
with last year’s show. There are a few horrible crudities,
such ns the perfectly outragoous * blue girl” of Mr. Nairn, but

- -as a-rule the work is more sober in fone, more devoid of glaring

imperfection in eolour treatment, and the dfewing shows & great

advance. But really some of Mr. Nairn’s friends ought to get

hold of him and reason with him over the risk he is running

of ruining ® good reputation by showing such. erack-brained
stuft as the “*blue girl.” He should rernember that he is the
accepted art guide and mentor of a large number of young
people who look blindly to him for their art teaching, and when
he perpetrates such atrocitiea as the cne.we have mentioned he
is not only doing himself an injustice, but he is setting the very
worst of examples to all those with whoge art ‘instruction he is
entrusted. His landscape work is so excellent that the picture
in question is all the more regretiable. . Clever Miss Hill, most
versatile of young Wellingfonians, shows great advance in her
work. The porfrait of Mr. Nairn is capital, and both in- lands-
seape and in s@ill'life studies, this talented young artist displays
an ability which is all the more ereditable in that the exponent
is so young. Miss Hill has an excellent future before her if
she will but continue to study with that conscientious industry
which she has displayed up to the present.
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‘It is lamentable to observe the extent to which * commer-
cialism ” predominades in the loeal Couneil—to the exclusion of
justice and humanity—as instanced by the recent tenders for
the supply of a horse, eart; and man, to do corporation work,
being accepted at n price of 7s 10id per day. The Lyttelton
Town Council pay 143 for the same serviees.

This sort of thmg can only be prevanted by extending
municipal suffrage—to ““ one person one vote,” and the conse-
quent ousting of those eouncillors who represent * bricks and

-mortar.” The people are tired of the * respectability” which
-enters the Council to get its.own side of tha road paved or its

own: fri ont door illuminated.

i Of course, this is 9.11 due to the “ hard tmles,” whlch are
accaintable for many things, most: notably: the- marleﬁaeﬁ_ num-



