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Why the Prosecution ?

The Sydney Bulletin, referving to a case in which o man
nuned  Andvews, Deing unable to pay a fine of £20,
was sent to gacl for three months for selling an  im-
printless pamphlet—he added his ewn imprint instead of the
printers—seys :—* If the law wnder which Andrews was con-
vieted were enforced against every printer and publisher in the
land, from the owner of the biggest daily paper down to the
dispenser of theatrical programmes at the door of a tenth-rate
“opaff,” its radical reform would be achieved withii a month.
The snine process would apply to every other such ensetment
on the statute-book. And, possibly, while digging amoang the

debris of the sty past, some fargotten law might be discovered -

which preserides an appropriste punishment for those nuthoritics
who are paid to onforce the lew in its entirety, yet only enforee
it at their own pleasure and convenience,”

Under the spme musty, stupid law, the publishers of Falr
Pray were last week hnuled up before the B.M. We are very
anxious to know who instituted the prosecution. The police
didn't, and tha Government didn’t. The circumnstances of the
case are explained in the following letter which has baen sent to
the Minister of Justice :—

Duanr Srr—We have the honour to apply for & remission of
the fine of £5—the minimum fine—imposed upon us to-day for
a technical breach of the Printers and Newspapers Act, 1868, in
printing a certain paper lieaded * Prospectus af the Phrenolo-
gieal Bank of New Zenland.”

Mr., Blartin, 5.M., in imposing the minimum fine, suggested
that no doubt application would be made to the proper authori.
ties for & rewnission of the fine. -

The matter for publication was handed into our office in
the ordinary course of business. The manager of the printing
department overlooled the ndding of the imprint to the circular.
This was purely an oversight—an oversight that oceurs fres
quently in every printing office in the colony. When the over.

sight was pointed out to Mr. McEee, the morning after thedae-

livery of the parcel, he atonce called in all the circulars,and the

same day added to the imprind.
published with an imprins,

The error was rectified six days before we were served with
& SumINons.

We think we can fairly submit—

1. That only a' technieal and unintentional breach of the
Act was commifited.

2. That the publication was not of a seditious, libellous, or
indecent character, being, in fact, 8 harmless “ gkit,” which no
respectable firm would refuse to print. :

3. That inmediately the error was discovered it was
promptly remedied, and this was done a week before the issue
of the suramons. ’

4. The Act as it stands leaves it open for any unprineipled
or vindictive person to lay an information against the printer
from whose office the most innocent form of “‘dodger”™ happens to
issue with.out an imprint. Fully 20 per cent. of the printed
matter turned out in the colony bears no imprint.

5. The provisions of the Act awve not hitherio been rigidly
enforced. i . )

Ve therefore hope that, under all the circumstances of the
case, you will be pleased to remit the fine imposed upon us.

We have the honour to be, Sir,
Yours obediently,
McKer & GavBLE.

In reality the circulars were-

Some Points in the StaTement.

The Talking Shop is open, the ennual farce has begun, and
we, like others, must set ourselves fo the dreary task of criticis.
ing the principal item on the programme—:ihe Financial State
ment. Mr. Ward has given the npewspaper editors encugh
pabulum for one hundred leaders. What with the surplus that
was 50 mueh talked of, but which no one ean find —unot aven its
author; thé Cheap Moncy Schome; the guarter of a million for
the latd purchase down South, and the other quarter of a
million for roads and bridges up North, one is apt to fecl like a
Loy who, having had a half-crown given to spend, went forth-
with on & 1oad burst, and bought a pound of coffee, a gigantie
slab of gingerbread, a dozen bananas, and a dozen of ginger-
pop—and then sat down and blubbered because he didn't know
at which patticular dainty to make a start.

It seems to us that the Cheap Money Schems is the most
important of all Mr. Ward’s proposals, and not only the most im-
portant, bub far'and away the best of them. At present the farmer
who has got & zood bit of land, and who wants to make improve-
nients, improveinents whick will repay him handsomely in the
way of increased stock-carrying eapacity and so on, has to go
for his money to the banks or loan societies, who lend it to
himn at a very high rate of interest, varging from 8 to 10 per
eent—we could give more than one instance where the interest
has been over 10 per cent. But when he has got it, the farmer
is by no means out of his troubles, for, in all probabilit.y, ’
after he has had the use of the money for & few months, and
has expended it in making the required improvements, the
bank gets hard up, or its Australian branches do, which is
practically the same thing, and preceeds to call up every penny
it can. Or it may be that it is the loan society which, being
managed by o lot of men who use their position for their own
private ends, comes to grief and has to be wound up. In
either case, the result for the farmer who has borrowed is the
same—it is pay up, and pay up at once. The poor fellow is
quite able and willing to pay the interest, but it is the prineipal
which is required, and which, alas, the borrower generally ean-
not stump. Whereypon he is ruthlessly sold up by the blood-

suckers, ‘and is often ruthlessly ruined. It is to remedy the

state of things we have briefly depicted above that the Cheap



