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where one man’s labour on as mueh land ss he used would
bring him in produce worth—say, £600 o vear. Now, as the
land was free,

HE WOULD) PAY NO RENT,

consequently the whole of the return would go to labour, and
be—broadly speaking—wages. It would stand thus—

Rent, 0.
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. Wages, £600.

Now, while any portion of the A distriet is unoecupied, no rent
ean be obtained for nny part of it, as no one will pay rent

while they can get land equally suitable for nothing. But popu- -

lation inereases—other emigrants arrive. A is all pre-empied,
and the settlers have to go on B. Now, it is evident that it will
be all the same to the new-comers whether they work on B and
make £500 a year, or work on A, get £600 and pay £100 as
rent. -In both cases the return to labour ar wages would be
£500. .
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Wages, £500. £3500.

As population inereased and worse land was taken into use, the
foregoing progress would continue, Wages ‘would fall, rent
would rise. Tor instance—

Rent, £200. £100. £0.
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Wages, £400." £400. £400.

When all the land was taken up the return to Iabour on the best
would ba £100, and the diagam would stand thus—

£500. £400.. £300. £200. £100. £0
A B [+ D 1 l ¥
6 5 4 3 P 1

: I

-Wages, £100. £100. £100. £100. £100. £100.

Thus far, I am indebted to the Financial Raform Almanac
for thijs illustration. I now proceed to extend it on my own
ageount. You will see, Tom, that

AS POPULATION INCREASES THE LANDLORD OR LAND-HOLDER
: GAINS ‘‘ECONOMIC POWER.”

The owners of A have long sinee retired from active production,
and of the produce wrested from nature by the labour of others,
they are privileged so take five-sixths leaving one-sixth for the
actual produeer. This is economic rent. Now for the serious
indictment. You have seen how wages fall ns rent rises, till
‘they siand equal to what an ordinary man can make on the
least fertile ground for which no rent would be paid. If in our
new colény there was a boundless track of land as good as F, on
which people could seitle “freely” as fast as population in.
creased, wages oould not fall below what one man could pro-
duce, ssy, £100 a-year. This would constitute a natural
minimum wage. And no matter how industry was sub-divided
and specialised, employers could mot reduce their workman's
wages below £100 a year. - If they tried to do so the workmen
would ssy:— We zan make a8 much as that by working on

the land for ourselves, so we will wot work forany less for yon."

“ But"—you will probably remark—* ¢vory one is not adapted.
to work on land as an agriculturist, and, shercfore, the
mechanics and bank clorks would be quite as much at their em: 7
p}lloyers’ morey then as now.” My friend, you must oot foxges:
that it is : o

COMPETITION AMONG MEN WHIOH REDUUEY WAUXS,

and although everyone could nob.be a farmer yet so juany sou)
that there would not be sufficient eompetition ninong other:
tradesmen to reduce wages, You will again objeet, and say that
grain and produce are already too low in griue, and if mora peo.
ple went on the land prices would fall and farmors would .
stutve. Well, inanswer to this, I sny prices are low only beoauss .

the present * cconomie conditions" prevent o
MILLIONS OF PEOVLE FROM BEING PROPERLY FKD, HOUSHD, AND ..
CLUTHED, :

and the farmer or settler who farms his own land, or hag ‘free:
access to land, rarely ever sturves, oxcopt in timoea of terrib
flood and famine. To return to wy illustration. Let us 1o
suppose that the immense track of land ouwsido of I doas not.
oxist, and the limits of our colony is dolined by the dingram., Alk:
land belongs te somebody now, there is no moro leee.land
Now, what hoppans ?  Population increnses just the same o)
usnal, perhaps a littla fnster. There now aprings into existonce
o class of men and women, who own no lnnd and onnnob gob
any os the first comers did, How are these landless pecple to
live? Clearly enough—Dby selling their labour. Now, if ono
of the land-owners employed one of those mon and gave him -
for wnges all ho produced, the land.owner (perhaps a settler on
I") would not, mpparently, reap any benofit from the transaction. . -
However, this weuld not be expected or asked. The “ coonamio
prossure,” i .

THE NHECESSITY TO WORK OL STARVE,

*ntensitied by the inoresse of population, would make these peo-
ple offer gladly to work for £50 « year. Now, how dosa that
affect rent and wages ? It menns that wages—-tho return for.
labour—comes down slong tho line and rent goos up. If our..
settler on ' will pay our proletarinn £60 (hul? what oto man -
can preduce) and supervise his labour, he will also be willing to
«lat” him the Iand at a rental of £50 a yonr, nnd not be *
troubled with the bother of superintendenco. The proletaring, -
on the other hand, will he glnd to be * his own boss,” and will
propose the arrangement himself. We find now that section F -
him acquired o rental of £30 a year, and our dingram stands -
¢ hus— ”

Rent, £550. £460. £850. £250. £160.  £50.
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Wages, £60.  £50.  £50. £80.  £50. GO,

If there was suflicient competition wmong inen to induce our ©
proletarian to pay £060 rent to mnke £560 on ihe worst lond, it
stands to reason that he or othors would bo willing to pay £550
to make £600. In ecither case, they would stil} havo only
£50 for themselves. What is ealled tho * Law of Supply and
Demand” by the old econonists, and the ** Law of Compatition” -
by the * up-to-date” thinkers, is operating hore very forcibly,
and if you look at what is taking place all around you, Tom,
you ean easily prove whether I am right or wrong. When men
eannot get access to tho land, competition stnong thein will
reduce the market price of their labour to Ty

A LONG WAY BELOW A ' LIVING wioe."” o
If it was not for the political power the people poseess, the -
reforms which have been carried, and the sction of the Trade -
Unions, the eolonial workman’as wages would be level with the -
Indian coolies, snd thousands would be starving, trade aud:.
commerce would be paralysed, and society in o general stateof .
decay. Were it possible to support life on £2 year, we should



