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[By an inadvertance the continuation of the article on the
preceding page appears on page 5, and the condinuation of page
¢ appears below. The two pages were unfortunately trans-
posed.]

sures diseussed and voted on their real merits, and not as they
affect this or that Ministry.”

© The Referendum makes the whale nation a Parlinment.
LEvery elector besomes a member of the nationnl Parlinment,
by which legislators ara elected and his laws are made. Each
voter has a share direct and visible in public aets, He hires an
agent'in his legislator to dratt .a bill in suely and such a sense,
but he invests him with no plenary powers. Inall affairs of
eonsequence he gives his vote with lus own hand. He is the
sovereign prinee, and in his sphere be alone reigns and rules.
He wounld be Commoner, Peer, and King in one.

A Flying Trip to Christchurch.

[BY 1HE WEARY FFRAGMENT.]

The City of the Plaina is the Mecea of New Zenland, es-
pecially to ak inhebitavt of Wellington, by renson of the strong
contrast offered by the radiesl difference between the formation
of the two cities. Wellington, built on the thin strip of land
between the waters of the harbour and the foot of the hills, so
eramped that ss it grows it has to fight the waters to reclaim
sufficient ground to accommedate its ever inereasing population,
is o very different spectacle from the broad area of Hat eountry
on whieh Christchurch stands. Wellington is full of bustle, and
there is an air of ternporariness about it, Both these elements
are lacking in Christchurch, and, as if to compensate, there is
an appearance of solidity, permanent wealth, and comfort that
is not noticeable in the Empire City. The streets are broad and
well-cared for, stately buildings abound, and outside the city
limits the eye can look over miles and iniles of fertile country,
bordered in the direction of the coast by the bive hills that skirt
the harbour at Lyttelton. :

I wes undecided as to how I should spend a brief holiday,
until "the suggestion was made o take a Hying trip to Lyttel-
ton by the s.5. Tasmania. The whistle is blowing for all who
are hot pessengers to go ashore, and in & few moments the
hawser is cast off and we are steaming to the Heads. The day
iz a beautiful one, and the water a3 clear as glass; even as we
forge out into the open sea the swell is scarcely perceptible, and
the invigorating salt breeze is extremely refreshing after the

heat and- dust of the city. We lLave but few passengers, but™

the majority, notwithstanding that the vessel barely osecillates,
precipitately retire to their cabins as soon as we get away from
the Heads. The rest of us lounge about the decks, oceasionally
interviewing the barman, the chief engineer, or the captain. [
place the barmn first, ms somehow or other 1 beemne better
acquainted with him than any of the other officials during our
brief voyage. It would be superfluous to atiempt to give in
detail a description of the panorama unfolded by the coast line
5 we journey South. Most of our readers kuow it better than
the writer, and its appearance is an oft-told tale. To my mind
the great pleasure in travelling, however short the distance
tnay. be, is the fact that at least for a time all worry is left be-
hind. There is & sense of absolute freedom from care if one
bas the hoppy faculty of living only in tlie present. When we
leave port we leave our old cnemy, worry, behind us; he
may be waiting for us at the termination of the journey, but on
the open ses his attacks are repelled by the laughing winds, and
the sense of uiter freedom which invades one's morol atmos-
phere absoluntely precludes the ides of servitude to sny person
or thing. To my mind there is nothing more delightful than
the dolce far niente one experiences on a beautiful night
at sea; to me the great drawback was that the voynge was only
too short—one little drop from the waters of Lethe, & few short
hours of its soothing influence and the dreaw, like che suddin
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disarrangement of a kaleidoseopie pictare, is disturbed ns we
steam into Liyttelton harbour. 1t is enrly worning, and, to tall
the truth, Lyttelton, taking it all round, is hardly the most inter-
esting port in the world. On first appearanco it gives one the
impression of n miniature Wellington, with its shovs sormowhat
down at the heels, and inn state of ehronio scedinoss and faissex
Jire dissipation. - There are tho enme tiresome hills, the usual
array of sccond-class publichouses, & fair smount of wind, and
plenty of dust. In my cursory nnd neoccssarily limited tour of
observatior, I may have libolled the good-City of Lyttelton, but
Lonly give my impressions, snd if thay are objectivoable I bog
leave to apologize bofors any action is taken in the matter.
Fortunately our atay hero is very buief, ns but n compnratively
few minutes elapse bofors the train starte for Christahureh.
One thing on this short railway journey is worth ‘montioning,-
and that is its almost intermineble tunnal, which tnkos nonrly five
minutes to pnes through. Tho tenin burrows right through the
coust ling, and aworges iuto the fortile tlat country beyond, a-
o beautitul plain on which the city is built. - 1o give n skotch of
Christeliurely in this limited paper, ond na o rosalt of. the few
hours that I Lsd at my disposal for observation, would be to
atterapt on impossiblo lowr de foree. I oan only mention w faw
of the peints that slruek mo. 1 was firat impressed with the
wide streats and plazna, the nunber of handsome buildings, and
the vast oxpanso of the eity. Nothing wos ermnped, and. thero
wea a gonoral freedon: of space, thnt seotnod to give what our
Americar: cousins en!l “planty of olbow room." 'Mhe fuany
little motors and tramenrs, too, nitracted my attention as they
pessed by laden with exearsionisis.  Aftor o short stroll, during
which I met r number of professional friends, nud took o oo,
prehonsive glanes ut a portion of the henubiful oty in whish T
found myself hunger began to mako its elnitnn {mn.rrl. and I
found myaelf, in comprny with my friouds, soated in Coker's
Hotel ot breakfust, disengsing plans ns to tha dny's amusement,
It was unanimously voted that, as I had to roturn thut nlter.:
noon, the best project was a drive, and in pursusnce of tho
iden, wesoon found oursclves bowlingnlong a norios ofroads that
would huve compared favourably with the lnrisiun bouwlevard;”
Wo firat visited the gardens, and well may the Christehurch
poople be proud of them ; I heve seon nothing motro beautidul
South of the Line. The Avon river engngud our m]miriug
attention, end furnished tho onc elemcent novessary to complete
the pieturesque benuty of what is undoubtedly tho prottiout glty..
in tho colonies. I was very sorry whaen tho drive was ovor, nly
though I relished tho execllent dinner provided a4 the Whito art
Hotel, and I was still more sorry when the timo eno to take
my depnrture, wa invitations flowed in from ull sidos, and I
honestly believe that I eould havoe stoppod in Christehurelt for a
fortnight, so kindly was tho hospitality ovineod by my frionds
and thosc to whom I was introduced.  Wonll wenb down to the
boab together, aod At lnat, with mutual good wishes, we stosmed
away. Back to mountainous Wollington, buek to daily routine
work, beck to cnlls for * copy,” and sarcastic roquests thab
“ those proofs be huwiried up, as tho forme is waiting ;" but
with a lingering recollection of the pleasurablo outing, and the
plensant anticipation of snother visit. -

A Wellington Chinaman  recontly supplied o broré?;or
Chinkie up-country with £150 worth of goods. Iramediately
after the despatch of the consignmens John effected o polioy of
insurancoe on the goods; and a fow days' later the u -country
Chinaman’s shop and stock were reduced to & cindor. The
Wellington Chinkie hurricd off to thoe insurnnce office, with a
wolly broed grin, and & capacious bag in which to stow nway
the £150. But the insurance oflice repudiated linbility on the .
ground that the policy of insurance bad been effected on goods
which did not belong to the insurer. "That Chinkie smiles no
moere |

CARAFONT'S N
THREE STAR BRANDY.—Stands unrivalled for purity and-.
flavour. Try it.—Advt, o .



