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THE FATHER OF NEW- ZEALAND JOURNALISM.
Many ypresent-day newspoper men may not remember
Richard® Walkelin, for thirteen years have rolled by since the
Eihg of Terrors took Him to the realm where contributors cease’
_frol troublng, and (let' us hépe). poor editors are at rest,
Richard Wakelin is generally regarded as “ The Father df New
Zealand Journalism,”’ and it is appropriate that he should
taks’ the first place in this series of sketches, '
 He was born i Warwickshire," England, 22nd December,
1B15, and ot the age of eighteen visited Ameérien, where be
gained much ihformation respeotiig Américan institutions.
On his roturn he published the tale of his wanderings in one of
the English papers, and sooh wfter waé appointed-editor of the
Temperance Gazette, established by Geéorge Kenrick, at Bir-
minghan. Mr. Wakelin afterwerds started » paper on his-own
account in the Isle of Man, which obtaired s faifly large: civ-
culatién in England, but in ‘consequence of a Bill being passed
imposing postige‘on papers publishied in that place, he émbarked
for-New Zenland in the year- 1849, and landéd in Nelson' the
ssme year. After n shorb stay he proceeded- to’ Wellington,
wlhiere, after many disappointments, he was engaged to report thie
proceedings of the Nominee Courcil for the Imdependent, of
which journal He was appointed editor. "After five years of
newspaper work he purchased.a farm in the Weiratapa., His
literary ' tastes, however; were not conducive to suecéseful farm.
ing, and in the yeor 1859 he  wis appointed’ editor of the Néw
Zealbnd Advertiser, a pew paper just stirted, which had a sue-
ceusftil career for.five years under his guidance. He then be-
camseditor of the Wairarapa Mercury, but his greatest literary
suotess was ‘when . he took over that ‘paper- some' yearslater
(1872) and chu’ngﬁd its name o the Watrarapa Standard, and
wroté with much vigor till'a shert time before-his' deatl in
1881 Mr. Wikelin was generally acknowledged to b * The
Father of’ New Zealand Journalism,” althongh "the late
Samiyel Rivans, Judge Chapman, Dr. Featherston, Sir Willidm
Tox, atid.othier. public medl Wers contributors to the Press of tha
coldiy 'brevious to hisarrival, but'bond’ of them follawed ¢
néWé'Eg};ﬁér;: work as o profebsion. " Mr. Wakelih-wis the firstto

givE'ths pame of ! Bmnpire City " to Wellifgton in"an"articlé he

wrgtesome dime previods to-the seit’of Giverniient balnyg,
shiffed #dtn Avokldnd  {§ Wellingfon! 'Hé' was almbst singlet -
bended it his endeavours'to get hbaral land 14w, 4nd wad ‘never”

[

tired of pointing out the a_dvants.gesr of sma&l-f;;m settlementa.

His knowledge of the political history of New Zealand was.
gecond to none, and he waks induced to writé a small bobk
called * History and Politics,” snd a pamphlet on ¢ Small
Farms ang Small Farm Settlements,” which have proved very
useful for reference. . ; :

G. W. Walelin, a son of “The Father of New Zealand

" Journalism,” was born in Willis street, Wellington, in 1851, was

ediicated at the Te Aro School and afterwdrds at Toomath’s
ammar school on the Terrdce. He was apprenticed to the
printing trade in'the oftice of the Wairarapa Mereury, the first
paper-printed.in the Wairarapa distriet, by Messrs Greig Bros,,
and. under, the editorship-of thelate Richard Wakelin, After n
varied experience in many offices in: the North Island, he tpok
over the management of the Wairdrape Standerd for his
father, and duringthe latter'siliness became editor of that jodrnal.
On "his ‘fathei’s’ death: s removed to the Manawaty' distriet,
and worked on the Manawatw Standard as reporter and overn
seer, and for a time edited the Patea Evening News. He caine
to Wellington in 1885, and for some years worked in the
Government printing office, ot the same time contributing.
articles mnd ~lstters to varions papers. His aspirations and
natiral talents being in a liferary direction, in 1889 ke applied
for and obtained the' editorship-of the Pelorns Guardidn, a
peper just being started by a company, and which, under his
literary guidance for the last four years snd a-half, has been:a
power in the district. Mr, Wakelin during his life in, the
country watched the progreéss of settlement, and in consequance
wrote with eonfiderce on the land ‘question, besides holdingd
edvanced idens on. all. sociali'and- politienl questions, [We
should like to have reproduced Mr, Wakelin's * counterfeit pre-
gentment,” but, unfortunately, the photo to hand is not suitable
for.the purpose.] R ‘
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THE: EDITOR OF THE AUCKLAND STAR,

whs - bore of Scottish paréntape:in: 1850, at Nottingham, where
hia: fathier, was supervidor’of Inland Revenue.. He..was: fiva-
yemrs -at.the.People's :College, Nottingham,: and. emigrated to.




