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The Unemployed Question.
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[By Orro KRIpyan.]

" That 'the recent © unemployed agitation” differs both in
character and magnitude from anything which New. Zealand
has 'ever previowsly experieneed is an undoubted fact. - It is
impossible to dény that there are a large number .of honest,
déeseérving, and physically eapable men who cantiot find employ-
* ment, ind though the loafer may be interspersed, among them
" he “eertdirily does not predeminate. The situation becomes
alarming when observation and enquiry give rise to » conviction
that it ia by no means transient, and has given strong indications
of having “ come "to stay.” And because, it eannot fail to be
realizéd by any reflective persons that the mppearance of an
unemployed elass is, like the sore or uleer, only & manifestation
of disease within. Though the sctual number of the unem-
ployed, wher considered in proportion o population, and eom-
pared with that existing in our sister colonies, does nat rise to
alérming dimensions, yet when we renlize that their existence
is ample proof that o far larger class are working cither intcr-
mittantly or for a bare subsistence wage, we eannot fecl
surprise al the genersl complaint of dullness of trade, ns it is
undeniable that ' that seetion of society whieh forms tho base
and fovndrtion of the social pyramid eannot be injured without
the evil effects being felt by the whole structure.”

It is to be regretted that ocensions of this sort are too often
used by party politicians to’  make capital out of, snd to cast
obloguy on their opponents. Thisisindulged in tosuch an extent
by the Press of this colony that through continued iteration
they often succeed in impressing & portion of the publie with
the idena that the actions and policy of such and such a Govern-
went were, ecoriomically, blunders ; and the Ministry are respon-
gible and sccountable for conditions and effects, which have been
yroduced by csuses lying decply-rooted in the fundamental
principles upon which men's conceptions of sociology have lieen
founded. This is exactly the cnse with the unemployed ques-
tion. The general prevalence it has, clearly absolves New
Zealand from the imputation of having commitied any error
which has not been peculiar to almost every other civilized
nation. Indeed that a surplus population is common at the
present time to nearly every mnation, irrespective of its
form of Government, shows plainly to what a small extent
Government prevails in directing or controlling the real welfarc
of a nation, and illustrates how far the political world lags be-
hind the economie world. France, Russia, America, Germany,
and England all languish under the same complaint; and all
are giving most serious and earnest attention to the problem,

fully recognizing it as the seed of an internal danger more feir- -

ful and destruciive to the life of a nation than the most ealami-

tous war. Lord Rosebery in speaking on the subject lately said:

“ We ask you to rob no class, to rob no man, but wedo say that

- unless effective means are taken to deal with this enarmous, this

- inéaleulable population which is growing up around us, half un-
noticed and half ignored, there is & danger for England, such as
war has never brought, and from whieh it is the prayer of this
Government that she may escape.”

As the disease which often proves fatal to the strong man,
passes lightly over the child, soa young and thinly populated
country may pass through critical times and practically solve
gocial problems, without much risk or trouble, which, inold and
densely populated countries, hide-bound in old traditions, cus-
toms and ideas, are, if not quite insoluble, at lenst attended with

. infinite class friction, delay and danger. We New Zeslanders
can congratulate ourselves on having pussed almost unsenthed
through our little troubles: the commercial depression eonso-
quent on our little land boom in the eighties, our Isbour troubles,

" and the gredt strike of ninety one. We have even scen the

. women's franchise,” and the new licensing elections practically
operating, without as much as & broken head or & row. DBut

* success and happy escape-in the past must not blind us to dan.

© ger 1o, the future, and the existence and steady inecrease of o
surplus population constitates a very grave danger, especially
when we consider that a vast amount of political power has

’

passod into the hands of these peoplo.  Honry Goorgé"w‘an‘y‘s .
“For whilo rotten democracy miny not in itself bo worse than

© rotten nuioeracy, its cffect on nationsl character will be worso.

To give tho suffrage to tramps, to puupers, to men who st
beg, or stenl or starve, is to invoke destraclion.”

With regard to the suffrage, we have no chioice. The barriors
are down; our only safety lies it the possidility of our being able
to prevent the growth of such w elass.  Wo st deterinine to
plueo our country in such a position that no nble-bodied, hongst
mn willing to work shall be unable to obtain it.  Wao must
dovise npd “ establish a menns by which the poverty whioll is
the result of econome netion,” onn bo diseriminatud ' frow
that arising from drink, Inziness, and othor nherent viees.”
Thr life, the Enture, nid the material well-being of ov'dr;yinhn i-
tent in this hitherto happy and prosporous youny cdun!ry l%:.!l-
pend upen the solution of this problem. oy

With an anewployed class steadily on tho inerense®there

ean be little doubt that Naw Zondand witl suffor in mpBy Avays,

finaneially and morally.  Without going deeply into the nbatruse
nud much shused ** dismal seioneco,” wul, while tully admbiing
thut the humau affeetions, or hurannity, doos opernte in our
political eeonomy, nnd provents wiges guing below tho lovel of
o * bare subsistence,” yob it i inpossible to deny that the eon.
tinued and severe cempetition for cmployment neng the
workers, whiclt is necessitatod by the very existenco of thin un-
fortunate clues, muet, in spito of all the tewde unions ean do,
steadily reduce the normind stndard of living, and through the
consequent lessening of denud for commadition, neting BERinBL
the nbnorninl inereunse of productive power, effvot the wost <lis-
astrous results on trade and conuneres, rosulling in n worios of
industrinl depressions never bofors withussed in * Godw own
couniry.”

With regard to the moral interesta that aro nt stake
let us tako & single illustention,  As Domocrnts, wnd ns Now
Zeulandors, we are justly proud of our national systom of educn-
tion.  Thechildren of ull clusses naul donomninations niingle hore
and zequire that spivit of religious tolovntion, mul guin hat
absence of class prejudico which lins been one of the hrppicst
charncteristics of shis country. Now this very institution will
il we permit the unemployed elass to incronse, bo tho moums of
puisoning nationel life and degrading our man nnd wotimnhood
ut the very source from whieh it should obtain support and
strength. Ti our childron have to mingle with the t'.m)ldmn of
petgons whoso misery, want, and despair havo forced upon them
tho necessity of living by innnovality, frvuds, nad othor fuestion.
able moethods, or has cotnpelled thesn to live in o stato of un.
healthy, vicious, and indecent surroundings, what must be tho
inevitable result ?

Clenrly, tho growth of this elnss must bo proventod, Bug
how ? Carlyle, witli his eaustic satire, snys :—* "Iho gld Bpartans
had o wiser method, and wont out and hunted down thoir
helots, and spoured and spitted them, when thoy grow too
numerous. With our impreved fnehious of hunting, Horr
Hofrath, now after tho invention of fire.arms and st'unding
armies, how much ensier were such o hunt!  Porhaps in-the
most thickly populated eountry, soine throe dayg annualiy might
suffice to shoot all the sble-bodied paupers that had sceumulated
within the year. Let Governmente think of this,” The existonce
of this evil and the dangers lable to cmonate from i, are whiver.
sally ngreed on, but on the question of remedy every one soeins
divided. Between philanthropists and refornsers, and again be.
tween the various schools of reforinors, tho strengest fos] geand
the most streined relations exist, which aatura ly inerdose tho
difliculty of applying any sclution—but that which lies in the
power ufthe cluss it iv desired to assist, namely, that of appealin
to theState.  Which to their eredit they do not oxoreise generall f
till * solf help” has failed.  Or rother, T should sey untl privals
enderprise cannot employ them.  Inuny caso it I8 certain that
while peoplo hiold political power, by possessing n vote, they will
not slarve quiclly. ) . e

In respeet to the nerits of the various panneens offered s
palliniives, and of the sheories which are held to be the econothlo
onuse of such unwholespine social conditions, we do not. fee}
culled upon to pass an opinion ue it s s ‘wettér Which Now
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