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Memecrs oF OUR STAFF.

The fighting Editor end the sub-
liditor. 7The contrast between brain and
musele will be noticed.

The Liberals of Napier are divided into
two ecntending parties over the guestion
as to who shall be appointed to represent
themn in the Legislative Council. The
chosen of one party is Mr, H. P. Cohen,
while the opposition swear by Mr.
Henry Williams and will have no other.
Urgent representations have becn made
to the Government by both sides in
favour of their favourites. If the Go-
voernment has any sense it will appoint
neither. They are * both bleated capita-
lists " and there ure too manyrichmen in
Parliament already. There are many o
choose from who have dono good work
for the Libernl cause in Nupier. If Mr,
Seddon would pnt & few of their names
in a hat, shake them up, close his eyes,
and draw out one and appoint that one
e could not go far wreng.
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Aspirant for seat on the Licensing
Pench : * Did you say that [sitt or Gain
weroe having dinner in the aext roorm 2

Waiter : '* No Sir, they just camo in to
enquire for Mr, Bell.”

Asphrans for seat, &e., &e.: “Then
cart me in another bottle of Pom-
mery.”

" Home Notes.

The * Grand Old Man” has taken his
depnrture for Biarritz, Sonth Franee, and
will we hope return with his stock of
of everlasting youthfulness larger than
ever,

Details of the massaere of Captain
Wilson and his gallant little bend have
Tow arrived. They died hard, rns Eng-
lishinen should., This unfortunate affair
is o black spot in the annals of the British
South Africa Company. . Buot the Com-

pany is saved for o time from bank-
ruptey, although, when one considers, at
what price ? Hundreds of brave Mata-
bele, and now Wilson and his force. One
is tempted to wonder whether the end is
worthy of the means.

The long drawn out. Parliamentary
sossion has ot last come te an end, nud
those patriotie and conscientious legisla-
tors who have not taken ndvantage of tho
convenient practice of * pairing,” but
linve remained steadfastly at their posts,
are now scattered to the four winds of
heaven in search of rest or enjoyinent, or
both as the spixit moves thew, Opposi-
tion organs prediet an corly appeal to tho
courrtry, Dbut in ministerisl cireles tho
opinion prevails that a genernl election
will not take place for somse timo to coma.

A fecling of grent unensiness pravails
upon the Stoek lixchange in consequence
of the expected reductions in the divi-
dendsIpaid by the leading railway eom-
paniss. The Manchoster, Sheffield, and
Lincelnshire Railway Companics an-
nouncement, which las first come to
hand, has enused o rude shoek, A cer-
tain diminution was fully expeeted, in
consequence of the loss necessarily enugod
by the grent conl strike, which aflected
this company to & greator extent, probubly
then any cthar, but no ono was prepured
for the exceptionnlly meagre resulis of
the half year's work, The preat question
now is—Flow will the other grest Com-
panies eome out ?

Now Lhat there is some prospeet of Ltho
Government bringing in their Loeal Veto
(Drink) Dill, theso philanthropie and
large-minded gentlemen, the brewers and
their slaves and satellites, the publicans,
are ngain beginning to do their by nonenns
contemptible hast to stie up the somawhat
thiekhended B -itish publie to n aonse of
the injustice (from Dung’s point of view)
of this measure. But the 1.1, hrs hod
mnple time to tarn this matter over in
its massive brains, and the apinion is
slowly bnt surely gnining ground that the
pumber of public-lionses is groatly in
excess of the reqnirements for them, and
that o reduetion in thelr nunher, or evon
their total abeliticn insome places, will
probably result ‘n more comnfort and
hetter liquor in those remaining, The
brewers, who are the owners of a large
majority of the licensed houses in the
country have been muking piles of money
lately, and o bit of o chieck will do them
no harm. I iike drink, in strict modera-
tion, butt it must bo good,

Mr. Sydney Grundy's uew comedy,
yelept * An Old Jew,” produced last
week nt the Garrick Theatre, looks like
proving a suceoss.  "The clderly Hebrew
who formus the central figure in the piece
is wvastly different to the usual ty(}m of
stage Jew. As usually represented, he
is anything bnt an admirnble charseter.
Mr. Grundy's Old Jew is an amiable
philanthropist, who apparently spends
the whole of his time in doing his best to
make everyone happy. The other churne-

ters simply waltz nround the central
figure, but the play ns a whole is bright,
wnusiog, and well, Grundeian. ’

Agril bas mnde a mistake, and come to
ently., Mild, showeory weathor, oharse-
teristic of that aquoous month, has boen:
provalont for the past ton days. DLut
the British climate is o *fourfu{ and o
wonderful thing. - We.may have 10 dog.
of frost, or n snowstorm to-morrow.

' Tines is 'hard " with tho farmer.
Prices ara low for everything except hay,
and of that, owing to last year's drought,
ho has nona. Liko the House o! Lords,
English ngricalture must be monded, or
it will soont be w thing of the past.

An occenlric bedy known as tho
* Thirtean Clnb," has lutely erented o lob
of muntarinl for talle. ho iruly admirablo
object aimed at by ite membors! is the
destruction of the provalent boliof in
populur superstitons. If there be any
truth in these old wiver' tales, ovory man
prosont ot their nnnual banguet, beld n
fow dnys sineo, will have a had tima of
itin futnre.  The function took place ut
tho ITolborn restaurant, inrecin No, 10,
nud thirtcen diners sut wt cueh tablo, Tho
room  wus decorntod  with . peneock
feathars, skulls, crossbones, &e. On the
tables the knives wore carefully crosyed,

wnd the salt-eellars  wore  minintio
eofling, Dmner wias annonnoedt hiy tho
smashing of & large wivcor wnd tho

guests pussed inlo the veom wuler n
Indder.  When sen'ed, tho chabrmnn in-
vited all prosent o spill anbt with lin
An atlempt wid mude Lo prosure erosk-
oyed waiters, but ooly bwa thig alll.etud
could be discoversl,

The domestic * Lielpy, ' otlerwine servant,
is beginning lo nssert heesolf, oven in
stondy-going, conservutive old England.
Lord Clavearty who, n short g since,
made himsel! notorious by his uniuceoss-
ful attempt to divorco hiv wife, for-
merly Bollo Bilton, of wmwusie-lnll fune,
hng just boen muleted in danges to
the tuno of £13 for sununerily dis
missing n young wownh fromn his omn-
ployment in censequoncn of her refus-
ing to enrry conls upstaire when thor
was an ablo-bodied footmnn availabla for
she purposo. And quite right, too!
Jeames nnd his brethron would ba all tho
batter for a lit']ls manual labour,

In an As.ocintion football mateh in
Yorkshire last weok fourteen out of the
twenty-two pluyers wero imoro or less
sorfously injured. This record will tako
& lob of besting, cven in tho shmighty
Unitod Stntos.

Mr, Buchanan's new play, “Tho
Charlutan,” produced a few days sinco ut
the Hayinsrket Theatro, bids fair to mnke
6 natno for itsell. At nny rato, ibs uncon-
veationality, ite inconsistencivs, its undo.
niablo cleverness, and its interest, cunnot
fail to attract large audieuces for n long
time to come. Robert is s qnaer fish,
but he ean torn out good work when he

likes.

- X.Y.Z.
London, Jan. 28rd, 1804,



