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Nervous Waiter: f* Tir, aren’t you going
to remember the waiter, Sir 2"

Discontented Diner : Remember, you,
I should think so; T'll remember you
and the cast iron steak you gave me for
the next six months ?"

i Trally a hundred compositors are out
of work, it is said, in Wellington, and
some of them look as if they had not had
a square meal for weeks. Many of them
have been living on one meal o dey for
weeks past.”  We clip the above from
an up-country contemporary. Welling-
ton is certainly bad enough at the present
time, but this assertion is a gross ex-
aggeration.

From an Aucklend contempornry—
“More cases reported of purses being
stolen froin women. Tui while the gentle
creatures, God bless them, persist in
carrying their purses in loose bags slung
behind them or in shallow pockets from
which the wallet temptingly protrudes,
who can wonder that the nimble-fingered
annexer of unconsidered trifles should
avail himself of the opportunities so
generously afforded hin. The careless-
ness of women oftentimes makes thieves
of needy men.”

* No member of the S.A. Ministry and
no S.A. Supreme Court Judge possesses a
a title.” Dravo, South Australia.

A miner from Coolgardie writes
“The day after to-morrow comes my
turn to wash my face. Water for this
purpose can only be spared every fourth
day. This is the fifth week T have had
to wenr the same shirt unwashed.” And
yet there aie people who will insist that
the Western Australian mining fields
offer more advantages to a young man
than o city life.

“ T tell you what, sir, I'm a man who
can command a salary '

*Yes. It's so small it doesn’t dare
disobey youl”

“TIf you wasn't doin’ a burgle in that
‘ouse, why did I meet yer comin’ out in
yer stockin’ feet ?"

“1'd ’eard there was sickness in the
family, ole man |”

The following from Tasmania is worth
republishing :—** A high-school girl, class
A, being told by her teacher to parse the
sentence, ' He kissed me,’ consenteld re-
lucantly, because opposed to spenking of
private affairs in public. ‘ He’ she com-
menced, with unnecessary emphasis, and
a fond lingering over the word that
brought the erimson to her chenks, ‘isn
pronoun, third person, singular nmnber,
maseuline gender, a gentleman, pretty
well off, universally considered n good
catch. IKissed s a verb, transitive—too
mueh so; regular—every cevening; indi-
cative moold—indienting atleetion; first
and third person phral awmber, and
governed by circunmstance, Me—O overy-
bedy knows me, nnd down she went.

Banking Matters.

We publish the following from a Wan-
ganui correspondent :—

There was a spirited controversy not
long ago between the New Zealand
Times and the Jyvening Post, of Waol-
lington, about ‘Banking, Banks, and
Money,” and the principal question thug
debated was ‘“Where is our money gone ?”
Millions of deposits and millions of ud-
vanced money wers put against each
other by the New Zealand Times to
prove that thie Australinn banks trented
us unfairly; while the Foeening DPost
tried to establish that the banks doing
business in New Zealond were in their
actions only governed by prudence and
wisdom. Yetneither of them can or will
answer the question of * Where our
money goes 2’ to the plain undoerstanding
of our citizens. I will now give a plin
staterment ntade by the manager of one of
the Austrslian banks doing business in
New Zealand, whicl was published s the
New Zealand Gazefte, and signed by tho
sane manager, and thevecon T shall mnke
some comments. These, I thinlk, every-
one will understand. ~In April, 1893,
appeared the following stateiments :—
Statement of Liabilities and Assets of the

—— Bank, in their BDranches of Now

Zealand.

Fully paid-up capital
Reserve profits
Liabilittes, including nate issue

of £111,000, within the

Colony of New Zealnnd 2,851,000
Assets in the Colony of New

Zealand ... 2,311,000
Last dividend paid 00,000

I give here roundTnumbers. Every-
one can and must understand that when
there is in a commerciul concern a sur-
plus¥of Hliabilities overfassets, thet there
ean be no eapital at all; thercfore there
is no cagital of this bank employed within
the Colony of New Zealand. Therefore
I Tdeclare that; the pnid-up eapital of
£1,500,000 does not exist in New Zealand.
The latter,"t00, can be eaid of the reserve
profits.  Thus the asbove statement
should read for New Zealand—

Fully poid-up capital .. £0 0 0
Tieserve profits .. Q0O
Fuorthermgore, the liabilities exceeding

... £1,500,000
1,000,000

the assets of £540,000 shows clsg, that
theso £540,000 aro ompbf'ed in some
other country or that thoy nre loat.
Taking the first, that this sun of monoy
is employed somewhero olso, the question
arices, if New Zenland can afford to do
without this mmoney ? Tf not, thon cor-
tainly does this Bank act onfairly with
our colony, and everyone will seo this. If
the money is lost, tha Lank should bo
foreed to wind up, like any other comnner-
¢inl conecorn, or at least shonld lose the
confidonce of the publie. Now I shall
troat thnt item of dividend of £50,000.
This sum of monaoy is divided batween the
sharcholders who constitnto tho proprio-
tary of this Bank. Of those sharcholdors
none, or ab loast n vory small percontnge,
veside with us. Thevefore, the bulk of
tha £00,000 poos out of the cclony.
And us we do not gat any value whatovor
for this money it moeans n simplo loss to
the colony of Now Zoalnnd,

The proprictary of tho Bank in «ques-
tion do not invest ono single punny with
us, simply handle our cupital, lonve us
the benelit of our eapital or take it wwny,
us they please, and for this they tax us
to the tune of L90,000 p.u. Will nuy-.
body ealenlate what the lossis to Now
Zoaland during o peviod say of 10 yonrs
from this soured, nnd then  wo o nwli,
where is the money gous ? T sk, whore
is tha intelligence of our cilizens gone Lo
if they connab nngwer this guestion.  If
there wrs not such an extraordinny
drainnge of woney out of the eoluny,

parely  the surplus of  our  exports
over our mports  shoukl,  year Ly
yeir,  botter  onr cirewmstioecs, il

there shonwld Lo n yearly sualmtantind
inerenss of nntionnl werlth,  Inorder 10
fisure this Lot us stop all those Tenks thiat
we enn kes, nrd Jew us, for God's snke,
start with this enormus paviient  of
dividonds hnte the pockets of tho peop.'o
that have not n kinglo ponny capital Y
Naw Zoaland, If allowed 1 shell trent
Nutional Idebt, Gold DBasis, &e., ot n
fubure thme, and un willing to enter
into eontreversy nhout these oquestions
with snyone. T du not want to take too
neh liberty with your spnes, whereforo
for the present T will coneludo,
I nn, Sie,
Amicus PoruLrn

" THOMSOYN, LEWIS & Cn.,

Manufacturers of Porifi-d Acratel Waters.
WELLINGT N.
Contractors to U.5.8, Coy.. and tho Welltagion

1} ) .
Orders by ’Ielep]mm.? or othe wise punclu-
ally attended to,

ALL UR OONDS ARE AnsQLUTELY Pung 2 WHOLEBCME,

THOMSON, LEWIS & CO.
ENTLEMEN,—The I'uirien Hoba
Warer T obtained froia you is un-
doubtedly ot Swperior Quality, und hus
mot with my entire approbution. T have
recommended it to numorous padienis
when indiested, snd shall be glud if you
will forward ins anolber grosd st your
earliest.

- Paithfully yours,
. FRIKART, M.D., L.K.Q.C.P,, &e. .



