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America, but London is the great distribucing depot for the
world, and most of it goes there.”

“ Apropos of the production of flax, Mr. Holmes, what is
the amount that can be raised per acre ?” .

“ About thirty tons to the cre.

 And what is the highest price it has renched during com-
paratively recent times ™

Tt has brought as high as £45 per ton, delivered in Lon-
don, and has gone down to £17 10s, aud even £15.”

‘ Hps the trade been a steadily increasing one since its
neeption ?

“Well, I can hardly give a negative or affirmative answer
to your question in the way that you put it. When the industry
first started it graduslly grew to be one of the big features of our
exports, then it fell off to comparatively littla or nothing.
Some little time afterwards it sprung up again during what was
known as the ¢ revival of the flax trade,’ and since then it has
pussed through various stages of dapression and prosperity until
nt present the industry is worth ahout the amount per annum
to the colony that I gave you a few minutes ago.”

“You gave evidence as an expert before the ‘Flax and
Other Industries Committes® in 1890, did you not, Mr.
Holmnes ? "

# Ya3, and the expression of my opinion at that timeis in
accordance with wmy feeling and views ot the present tims, and
I then said that if the Government were to place a aufficient sum
upon the estimates to induce greater interest in the development
of tho industry by reason of improved machinery, tha it would
attract a larger number of competitors and the country would
goin the benefit of the brains of engineers, and other men, flax
dregsers (practical and otherwise) in developing some new
machinery that would both improve the dressiug and reduce
the cost.”

“ At that time I believe the guestion of inspecting the
fibre before shipment was also gone into ?"

4 Yes; and T said then as I say now, I can hardly conceive
that there should be two opinions on so important a question.
Ty ray mind it presents variousadvantages, the chief one being
that it would have a deterring effect. The mere appointment
alone would have a deterring effect wpon all persons who ars
alleged to be careless in the manufacture of the fibre. Andit
would also have the offect of securing some absolute certainty
to the honest producer, and then 1t would do away with the
question of arbitration cases, which has been frequent
in the city of London on flax questions. In Ireland, butter,
for instance, is examined by experts and branded, and
the butter is sold upon a basis in that way. As an instance,
every farmer sends his butter to the butter exchange, and there
it is branded with the Government brand. There nre two
inspectors who examine the butter, and if they have any doubts
about it they refer it to another, and eo on to the end of the
chapter with the whole Jot of casks, some thousands of which
are examined from time to time. That being the case, there is
1o uncertainty with regard to the sale of the particular produce,
becruse it is branded, and it goes to the outer world with the
Government brapd upon if, and insures for the farmer a price
according to the value of the morket at the time. In that way
the producer is enabled to get the standard value of his article
without any reference fo arbitration, which has unfortunately
taken place In the sale of New Zealand hemp.”

“ In acting as grader for the Flax Millers’ Association you
have no official standing with the Government, Isupposa, Mr.
Holmes.”

#No, I have no connection with the Government, but
simply act ss the accredited representative cf the association and
receive from them 3d. per bale for inspection.”

© w(Qh!one question more, whatis the flax exported from
New Zealand mostly made into ?” :

“ The larger quantity is used for binding twine and cord,

glthough & fair proporiton is used for the manufacture of

rope.”
¥ “Would not a grester profit acerme to the colony if the

twine were manufactured hore than by the export of the raw
mutarial 2 .

‘* Undoubtedly there would; but as I have explained be-
fore, we have not a3 yet got the machinery to manuiacturs on o
large serle.”

. '“Well, I mmust thank you for the information you have
given me, which I am sure will be of interest to our renders.”

“ Quite welocome, Mr. Farr Pray, and I am alwoys
ploased to be of any use in my power to you.”

———nm ]

Now that tho English House of Lords.and their cbetrue.
tionary attitude towsrds democrntio mensures aro baing the
subject of much diseussion, the following remarks, culled from
this year's issue of thet oxcellont publiention, the Financial
Iteform Abnanac, may provo of special intorest :—** It neems to
be n common fallacy in seme quarters thay the Tiords moerit our
profound wveneration and gratitude becnuse their nncostors, in
the deys of King John, gave us Magna Charta. Now there are
four good reasons for refusing gratitudo to the House of Lovds
to-day for that undoubtedly gront historical docuinent. Tirstly,
beeause, though gratitude may be duc to n man for doing a
certain nct, it does not follow that it is Jue to his descondants,
howover remote. Secondly, becauso the Barons of 1216 woro
practically not the ancestors of the present peerago. ‘Thirdly,
because the nrmowr-plated Brrons of King Johin's day, like the
gold-plated necbility of-cur own, were actusted principelly, if not
entirely, by their own interests, nnd whalever good came to tho
nation as & whole was purely reflective and not in the reckon-
ing, and, fourtbly, becaunse the evil doeds done by iho
no ilitg have more than eancelled whatever good they have
secured.

* * *

As to tho persistent and consistent way in which thoy
legislate in the intercsts of *‘propntly, proputty’ and nothing
elso, the Almanae may again hoe quoted :—* Tho action of the
Lords Dbina over been directed townrds the preservation of pro-
perty. Henco, even to this day, the laws protecting property
are far more stringent than those protecting tho person, oxoept
in the case of murder. In 1810 it was n hanging matter to
steal goods of the value of half-a-erown, A Bill was brought in
by Lord Holland to inerense the valuo to five shillings, but evep
o modest n measure was rejected by tho Gilded Chambor, Lord
Wynford said if the Bill passed ‘tho people of England would
no longer sleep safely in their beds.’

* * *

The Manchester ship canal is now in good working order
In one week, that ending January 16, there sailed from Man-
chester 10 vessels with cargocs of 2480 tons, whilst thero wore
28 arrivals, the weight of the various ¢argoes being estimated nt
aboub 4000 tons. The nrrivel of the stesmor Finsbury in the
canal with the first cargo of cotton—4170 bales—io Manchoster
naturally aroused considersblo intersst. The Finsbury is o
vessel of 1909 tons register, and her progress up the cannl was
slow. Inthe same week the Glenisle, with 5000 bales, was aleo
docked at Manchester. .

* * *

Tho Manchester men are evidently detormined to back up
thetrade of the eanal by every means in their powor. Zragns-
port referring to the canal and its traffic says :—'* Considerable
prominence has been given to a suggestion by a Manchostor
firm that the leading shippers of Manchester should take con-
certed action with a view to all their exports going by the canal.
The reason for this is that ships cannot be expected fo como up
to Manchester while their is any uncertainty as fo refurn.
cargoes. On Tuesday an informal moeting of traders resolved
to requisition the Lord Mayor to ¢all a public meeting with a
view to stimulating the Company to at oncevigorously set about
orgnnising & regular service of large ocean-going steamers, the
sdequate employment of which it was stated eould be asaured.



