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Mr. James Garland Woon.

The subjeet of this sketch is the youngest surviving son of
the late Revd. William Woon, Wesleyan Methodist Missionary,
and one of the first misslonaries to New Zealand and the
I'riendly Islands. Mr. Woon was born an the 23rd December,
1838, and after spending the first eight years of his childhood
in his native place—Mangungu, Holianga—he accompanied his
family to Auckland in Januvary, 1846, to which place they and
a large nuruber of settlers were taken in the Government brig
* Vieteria' by order of Bir George Grey, then Governer of New
Zealand, in consequence of the hostilities with *Johnny"
Helke, the celebrated Ngapuki rcbel chief who commenced the
war in the morth by cuiting down the flagstaff at Kororarika,
Bay of Islands. In April, 1846, Mr. Woon accompanied his
parents to New Plymouth, (Taranaki), and in Moy to Taranaki
South, where his father was stationed for some years as
issicnary to the Ngatirnanui tribe. In November, 1847, in
company with an elder brother {decensed) hLe left Wanganul
for Auckland to attend sehool there. Up to 1849 the two boys
sttended the Auckland Academy, nnd afterwards matiiculated
at the Wesleyan College, where the youngest boy remained
until 1853, when he left and wes apprenticed to one of the
largest businesses in Auckland, the head of whick, however,
died nine months sfter, thus leaving the youth free. After
remaining with friends in Auckland for some time, and picking
up enougkh as clerk in & store to keep him going, he left Auck-
lend under orders from his parents, and rejoined the family in
Warganui in October, 1855, At this time Woon oined the

Civil Service as clerk in the Post Offico at Wanganui, In 185

he was appointed clerk in the Customs Depariment under the
late Captain Charles Sharp, collector at Wanganui, and re-
mained in that position until 1463, when Captain Sharp was
appointed President of the Marine Bonrd at Wellingten, and
recommmended the Government of the day to appoint Woon,
acting collector et Wanganui, in his placo, This recomunenda-
tion was given effect to, and as Mr. Woon sutisfactorily dis-
charged his duties ns Collector of Customs, Pastinster, and Sub-
Treasurar of the Genoral Govornment during n very trying tinie
he wuos confirmed in the eppointment and made full collector,
ete., in 1865. In June of 1878, Mv. Woon wns transferred to
Greywouth, West Const, he being succeeded by Mr.
Daovid Lunden, sinee rotived upon- pensien. Mr, YWoon re-
muained in Greymouth ns Colloctor of Customis uniil Septon
Yer, 1890, when he was transferred to Iokitika, where ho ro-
mained until March, 1892 when, along with seveval ether Col-
lectors and Oflicers of Custowns, ho was retired upon pevsion.
Before leaving Greymouth My, Woon was presented by the
businass people nnd the leading citizons with a handsome gold
watch, locket and chain.  Tor muny yenrs during Mr. Woon's
residence in Wanganui, whiore he is best known, he took an
active and leading part in musicnl ¢ireles, having been choir.
master of Chriss Choveh (Anglican) for several years, nmeinber
of the Philharmonic Socioty ns fluutist, socretary, ete., wnd (py
two years beforo he loft Wangunui conduetor of the
Harmonie Soeicty. DBeflore leaving Wanganui in 1878, Mr
Woon was presented by the leading citizens, smtours, ete.,
with anillaminated testimeninl and a purse of sovereigns in ro-
cognition of his servizes in tlie canse of inusic generally. Wlion
he left Greymouth in 1899, he was presented by the wmatours
there with wn illuminaied sddeess. During the 12 years that ho
was in Greymouth Le wus choivmustor of ‘Trinity (Anglienn)
Church 10 years, and conductor of the Chornl Society two ar
three years as well.  Bince Mr. Woon's retnrn to Wangnnui in
Septewnber, 1892, after being compulsorily retired from tho
Government service by the late 1'romier, John Ballaueo, ho has
entered into business as w customas and comrmission agent, ole,
He still takes a lively interest in musicul matters and is at the
present Uime ‘econductor of Bt. Mary’s Catholie Church choir,
and o member of Lhe Orcheswal Club, ete.

Verily the Yanks aro the most enterprising of novelty
hunters—end finders. Thero is to be an exhibition st San
Francisco next winter, and an engincering novolty is announeed
to be one of the attractions which will, it is steted, knock into a
cocked hat the Eiffel Tower of Paris, the I'crris Wheel of
Chieago, and the * Castlein the Alr " (supported by balloon) of
the coming Antwerp exhibition. The noveliy is to Lo o
# Mammoth Figure of Justice.” The figure of justice is to bo
150ft. high, and the seale beem in her hand 800ft. long, ench
pan of the seale will seat G0 people, who will swing to a height of
283 feet.
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The framework of the structure is to be of steel, the scale
will be moved by machinery, and there will be telephone epm-
munication between the pans and the engine room. If we
don't have any more libel actions, we mny do a Pacifie slopo of
an honest and legitimnate kind next winter. *Fair Play’ is
gpecinlly interested in anything that has to do with justice,
Latterly it bashad u bittor experience of what it considers gross
injustice !



