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gelf!”
For the first time in all his brave young

life Gerald Ravelow kmew what it wus

to be dazed and haif wad with terror.

He reeled hackward iu the dense dark-
ness, clutching the letter. How he found
his way out ot the vaualt he never after-
wurd remembered.  Everything seemed
to him a blunk until he found lLimself
ou the grounds of his own estate, with
well known trees #nd paths gleaming all
about him, and the tadit, inscrutable
stars glittering down upon him trom the
mighty conclive of the midnight heaven.

CHAPTER V.

Brendu wendered for three or four
hours the next worning why Gerald did
nct keep his prowmise and appear. Na-
talie passed her once or twige in the
halls  witl w pale, supeicilions face.
Repeatedly Brenda went out on the
plazza and looked with longing eves
toward Ger ld's home, whose roofs were
just fuintly seen above masses of green-
ery.

At last, to her surprise, she saw him
coming up tl e lawan from the outer road
with o mau ¢n either side of him. 8he
shipped into the house again, and watched
the approaching fignres from one of the
drawing roem windovs.

\While she dil so Natalie entered the

roem,  isee (terald Rovelow comiog
here,” she broke out, “'with two mean in

his company.  Who are theys”

"1 have uo ides,” answored Brenda,
turning trom the window. ~Whys hould
1 have?

Natalic gave o slight langh that was
like a yneer made into sound. Just then
steps were heard on the piazza.  Moved
by a sudden {inpulse, Brenda flung opan
the blinds of the window near which
she bad been standing.

“This way, Gerald,” she said.

Gerald entered soon afterward alone.
But Brenda saw that his two companions
waited just outside.

The young man pat out bhis hand to-
ward Brenda while he fixed o hard and

cold stare at N.;t'\lio.

“I have a paper,’

" ho said,
d'ly or two bzfors his death by your bile
busband. In that paper he oeeuses yon
of frying to pmvox him. He deteeted
you, but said nothing.  Ha preferrved to
dio by your hand, sinze he had loved 5o
6o well that to live o2 wonld have hecu
a horror. Tqnote nlmost hisexast words,
And there is no doubt about the authea-
ticity of this paper that hoelaft.  Bren-
da, Lers, received it from him  and
Pliced it seeretly within hia Ureast after
be had Deer laid in his coffin. § foand
it there. In it he also stases that not
long azo he foreel froin you a certaia
confession regarding a moen named Ar-
chibald Clay. and that e has resson to
believe you bhide zt the present time
4 packet of letters from this man and
OLe or more bo»tles of poison as well
e

“‘written 8

within a particalar cabinet upstaivs, 1
have secured a search warrant and mast
therefore”—

At the word “search warrant” Natalie
darted toward the door. Gerald followed
her, after a swift sign through the wide
plazza window. He sprang up stidrs,
kunowing the house so well thnt tho cab-
inet to which his friend's letter had al-
luded and the apartment in which it
stood were both well remembered by b,

But quick us te had been, Nutulie
reached the cabinet before him. Eesaw
her kineeling ut one of its open drawers,
The next instant Lo sew ber lift some-
thing to Ler lips. Almost imrmediuntely
after that she fell heavlly backward.
There had lain o swifter peison here in
thjcubilmt than that stealthy one whicls
hal doubtless wrought her hnsband's

- death.

She was quite lifeless when they picked
her up.  Afterward, when rigid cxam-
inations were mada as to her previons
life, it seemed slight womler that snch o
woman shoull have preferred to end by
suicide the final collapse of ber evil hopes
She had undonbiedly been the wife of o
certuin disreputable Englislinan ealled
“Capt.™ Clay, and one of whose altases
WIS Luveridgu. Loy before hernarriese
with poor infutuize ! Lowds Bond. o
some of the letbers from this man fonnl
in the cubinet 3t vis ouly teo evi
thit shie hadd plamned Londs" morder with
his £l knowledze o that the two ex-
peeted at somo fature day to caday the
wenlth whiclh wonld thas vilely Lhave
been seenrid.

Duaring the fodowiny antumn oceurred

Gerald's marciae with Brenda, greatly
to the delixhi of Mes, Qovelow, whose
healih huel nose remined s usual entle
stute of nvalidi Sotne Lne n,,l'ure
this event Deendalied visited €0
where her Lz vy, mad el

doved with bor own haad what
bt Been coused by Gendd's wedrd visit,
aud afterward guivtly ebiained zid for
the restoration of ae injured coliin,
But Gerald conll never bo tnduce 1 to
accompany her on cither of the several
little pilgrimagoes which her task in-
volved. “No, Breada,” he would say
“there are wmemovics connocled with
that place which will hanut we till |
die. No nesd of inaking them more
vivid than they are sure to by alrewdy.”
But once Drendu siid: *Perhaps vou
are guite wrong in believing, Geruld
that anything supernatural 1'LLII)' e
curred that night. In iy hurry and
agitation, seizing a woment wien she
was not present, [ thrust the puper with-
in poor Louis’ breust. If may be that |
lodged it insecurely, awi that the move-
ment of the coflin afterward displuced
it still more. When, as you =ay, yon
disparted the flowers that luy on the
breast of Louis, the puper muy bave
been half couctuled by these, while ils
whiteness corTesponded to that of the

e e e

flowers themselves, ull Leing seed in n

dim light.  Hence, when tho candls
rell™-

sPolt? interrupted Gorald.  Why
do you state thut it fell:”

Brends smiled ever so fnintly. Do

cuuse you had sot it in its seonce, 1t the
wdge of onv of thy stono uiches. That
if shonld fall would have boen nothiug
remmarkablo.  And wlen, as it seomed
to yom, the paper was almost put into
your outstretched hand, thig may wmerely
have been the uatural resalt ol its Lay-
ing slid to the floor like somn of the
Howers thut | Found thero.”

Gerald listened intentdy, and thon
shook his head with an  uwnwonted
pravity.

“No, Bronda,” e suid.  *Nothing enn

ever shako ray £aith that the dedd muen
miraculously made v an ngent of his
vengennco beyoud thegrave.”

“Perhaps he did,” answored Brenda,
“1 don't deny it. [ unt attempting to
expluin uny deep spivitun! fratly
mly socking to account for maderinl
facta. The Inst—who imows?—nny often
Lhe Lut the blind, obedicnt servants of
thas first.”

1 odare say that iy true,” veturned
Coomald, musiwsly,  But fov uumy yeie
rlierwiard he adhered Lo s own privete
upinions, nevertholess

TIHE GND.

Ao Unpaem leled Subedide.

It renaived for o Yankes boy in Coun-
nectient to deviee amethod tor ending
his lile, which s inoall prolability
aver ued woparendlel

Reproved or punizie fur some trifling
wifense beowent o s Lather™s Larn il
spent three days o vigriics apoa guillo
fing, with  whichh be sueessfally Lo
hended | himself. Detwasn o pale of
prooved ubrights e fixed o hotéher's
cleaver sharpensd to wo ragorlile ey,
This he weighted oo top with o box uf

serap iron and  sbimwe webghipg 20
pounda.  {'row Ui tupr ol tae uprights

to thre bottom (e distiice was Bvo legt,
und the clesver was kel in posfiion nt
the top Ly a vope reeled through u puls
ley and held by a wouden level four fout
in length

On (he ened of thiy lever he hung o tin
pail, in tho bottom of which usmull lole'
had first been bored.  The puil was filled
with  water,  which  slowly  dripped
through the hole in the bottom.  After,
these arrangements had been cempleted,
the 24 placed his neck Letveeen the up |
rights divectly in line with the clenver.!
When the water iu the pail el newrly,
all ezcaped the lever fiew up, the rops
was relezsed and the sharpened blade
foll like a flagh,  The headc? ths smieile
was cut of clexr aulclea oo n
Press.



