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stantly being sold in this city, and so
far as we can ascertain, no steps
whatever are being taken to prevent
this disgusting and disgracefnl state
of things . Turn we now to the milk
supply of the city. This is far from
being up to the proper quality. The
tricks and dodges of the milkmen in
“ faking up ” the milk were fully ex-
posed not long ago in one of the city
courts, and we have good reason for
believing that “ the ways that are
dark and tricks that are wain,” that
were then brought to the light of day,
are practiced by a goodly nuwber of
those who provide milk for Welling-
ton householders. And in this con-
nection, here is a little story. A
frieud of ours, who has been blessed
by providence—and Lis better Lalf—
with u goodly number of youngsters,
recently had complaints from  his
spugse of the poor guality of the
milk that was being supplied to the
tamily. Our friend, who is an
amaterr chemist in his leisure honvs,
indulged in a series of experiments,
by which he discovered that the
family milk supply was rvegunlarly
and systematically adulterated with
some foreign whitey compound,
which, ag far as he could male ouf,
was pothing more nor less than
chalk,  He also discovered there
wus an alien colonring matter iu the
milk. Fortified with the knowledge
lie had thus acquired of the devioux
ways of the local dairymen, hLe
*“Dailed up"” the family milk pro-
vider on the first opportunity and
openly charged him with dishonesty
and impudent adnlteration. It was
beantiful, ke says, to observe the
pathetic indignation of that worthy
tradesman. His milk, he declared,
was the pure product of the cow,
he “knew nawt aboot turmeric and
chork and all that ‘ere stuff,” he
invoked the Deity to strike him dend
if “ heweren'ttellin’ Gawd’s terruth,”
and so om, ad lb. and ad mnau-
seam.” Then our friend, who really
began to think that after all he had
been mistaken in his amateur
analyses, said *“ Well, you just givere
a bottle foll of to-day’'s milk and I'll
have it analysed by Mr. Paregoric, the
chemist down on the Quay.” The
milkman made a hurried excuse, and
rashed off to his cart, and bringing
another can to the door filled a hottle
with the milk. He was visibly frigh-
tened, despite all his bounce, and
from that day forth, the guality of
the milk supplied to our friend
showed a perfectly marvellous im-

provement. But every houscholder
eanuot be his own nnelyst, aud com-
plaiuts are almost daily made to us
on tle subject, accompanied by re-
quests “ to take the mntter up.”” We
have mot the slightest doubt that
one-half of the milk supply. of
Wellington is shamefullyadulternted.
Then as to fisle The supply is
small and by no means regular, the
price often most exorbitant, and the
quality far from Dbeing what it
ought to De. At preseut the Hsh
supply of the city is in the hands of
a sclfish, grasping, litthe ring, the
tishermen get but wretched pay for
their tabour, wwd the middlemen wax
fat upon their toil, whilst the public
are vilely served.  During the re-
cent ot weathoer, so we are informaed.
large quantities of taiuted fish eame
into town and presumably were dis-
poscd of to the public. U'here is no
more check upon the selling of baul
fish than exists on the vending of
diseased meat and adunlterated milk,
The sane romarks apply, boé in a
less degree, to fruit, Targe uan=
tities of which, vowholesmuely over
ripe, are exposed Tor sale Ton time
to time, with Lnt very e action
being taken by the proper authori-
ties. It may be said that we have
drawn too dark a picture of the state
of things which exists in connectivn
with the foed rupply of the city ;
That our rvemarks sre far fetehod
and exaggerated, we can solemnly
assnre our readers that {his s
by mno means the ecase, thet we
have sure and certain infermation,
that nearly cvery weck in the year
diseased meat, adulterated milk, bad
tish and wuwholesone f{ruib ave
vended in Wellington. Were weto suy
all we know on thiy unpleasant sub-
jeat, our readers might then put us
down as alarmists and  dealers in
gross exaggeration, but we have pur-
posely anderstated the case. Aud
the remedy for the state of things to
which we have nllwiled —What 1= it,
and where is it to come from ¥ Well,
we have given the public some iufor-
mation to go upon and the public
themselves must move in o matter
which econcerns every father of
fumily 1n Wellington, and which
very seriously affects the health of
the city. We may, however, point
out a few things which are wgently
needed. First of all, there should be
a rigid inspection at the slaaghter-
houses of each and every carcase of
meat which is destined for the con-
sumption of the public of Wellington,

Whenever and wherever  diseased
meat s fonwd, it showld Lo at once
destroyed nud n heavy fine, say £50
at the very lenst. inflicled npou the
person whe supplied the maent, evi-
dence of course to be fortheoming
that sueh person wax bhimsell wwnre
af tho diseused stato of the meat ho
Tl sold,  As Lo witk, (he remedy
might for o time be expeusive; it
would cortainly be st effective.  Ap-
point o couple of inspectors and lot thy
milk carls bo stopped on  their daily
rounds, one to-duy, nnothor to-morrew,
another next weel.  Never let it lw
kuawn when they are to bo so stopped or
where, nid let the smplos of the wmilk
thus obtnined be handed over for the n-
spection of w compotent  woalyst, Tho
slightest trace of adulterntion, either by

chalk,  bwemerie,  salieylie  neid, or
other  forelgn subtunee,  and  the
vendor  shoull bo  Bined  at loast
L50,  aud  be  Torbidden  under n

further pennlly of sey, L100, to ply the
trade of milkney for six wonths,  Too
severe o punishment somo inny sy, Not
a bitof it! Tho purity of the mille upon
which so many of our ehililven have
minly Lo ux.ist. rhiould be o yntter of the
most  seriouy impurlmmu to the ean.
puiiy,owud no punislinent ean, so we
tnke it, bo teo wovers for the thern eul-
prits, who, for the wiee of the fow paltry
pnds and oxtea profit. cozen wid chen
the honseholders into buying whad is un
ndulternted avticls,  As to tho fish supply
we huwve writton enongh on the subjeed
previonsly.  We #ill hold that o Hsh
nrket i wrgently needod for the city,
Pending that institution being establishod
however, stringent steps should Lo tulon
by tho city authoritics to provent hud fish
Leing wold, and when dotested, tho offen.
ders should be subject to tho mest drnstio
penalties thnt cun be devived, Tho same
remrks apply to unwhelesomo fruit, of
whicl,, however, we do not think thors is
so much.  Wo have emitted to mantion
what wre known a8 butchers' * giynll-
goods," snusages, brawn, cle.  Many of
these comestibles are mnnufactured oug
of tuinted, if not absolutely bud eyt
and n stringent inspection of tho nmnu:
facture of thesc articles is also hLighly
ueeessary.  The purity wnd wholekoine.
ness of vur food supply is one of the
wost iwportant of tunbters, and yet wo
fully believe that thero is no subject
which receives no little altention ng the
hunds of the authoritios,, We repeat that
disensed meat, adulterated milk, bad figh
and unwholesorze fruit nre rogulurll
vended in this city, und wo now enll
upon the public to insist upona siringent
and effective systen: of inspeetion, or the
institution  of somme other ecans of
putting o stop towbat is an over prosent
und most dangorous monace to the
Liealth of the conmunity,



