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My, W. L. Rees was in town last weel from Gisborne,
whore he is uow living, Mr. Iees says he has done with
polities for good. Ile inlends, in future, to stick to his profes-
sion—he is one of the clevevest special pleaders in the colony—
bat he will still take a great intcrest in the settlement of the
Native lands of the colony., A good many hard things
have been said agninst Mr. Rees from tine to time, but he is a
genial, war-hearted man, whose persenal friends are many,
and who always speak in the highest terns of his sineerity. e
has had too many big ideas, has Hoated too many big schemes
for the regenerativn of everything and everybody ; but he is n
theroughly honest cnthusiast, and he has been o good friend to

the Nutives. )
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Years age Mr. Rees was a Congregaticnol minister on the
other side. He afterwards took to the law, and many a good
yarn can he tell of Aspinall and other legal “ old timers" in
Victoria. For years he hus been a great personal friend of Sir
George Grey, who, it is well-known, has a great regard for him.
He has written a very decent novel—* Gilbert Leigh"—and o
“ Life of Sir George Grey,” and in his day has been one of the
best ericketers, tennis players, and all round athletes the colony
has ever seen. His two sons—Arthur and Lincoln—have also
done good work as athletes. Both arelawyers, like their father.
My, Tlees is accompanied by the famous Fast Const ehief Wi
Pere. The pair have been interviewing the Governmnent on
Native land mmatters, into the details of whichi we do not care
1o go.
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The N.Z. Tablct, Duncdin Catholic organ, liketh not that
Knight of the Cheap and Muddy Glory, Sir Robert Republican
Probibition Stout. Commenting upon the gushing address
given by Stout at the reception of his political supporters, the
Tablict likens Sir Robert to a veritable Pecksniff expanding at
Mrs Todgers. ** In their plain, unvarnished humbug,” says the

Tablet writer, *“ his words are nbont the best thing we hevo ever
sgen—oeven from him,”
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Dunedin, although far nhead of MWellinglon in ninblers
cduentional, has no free library, and we are glad to notiee that
an active agitntion for the establishient of suels un fnstitution
has been started in the Southern eiiy. One of tho juost
enthusinstic advoentes for o free library is Mr. Mark Colien, the
energetic and clever editor of the Dunedin Kreening Star.
Whatever enterprise Mr. Uohen throws hiuwelf into genernlly
suceeeds, and we huve no doubt that tho pressman will eventunlly
see his desives accomplished. It eortainly is s nnachronisny
that so go-a-head o clty ws Dunedin should  luek an
institution which is to bo found in Aucklund, Wellington und
Christchureh.
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The Government have mnde a good appointment in solect-
ing My, Lea Smith to ropresent the colony wb the Canadinn
Reciprocity Convention. Mr. Smith is essontially n shrewd,
practical business man, a good public speaker, and o thoroughly
straightforwnrd man, which i saying o prews denl of ane wlo
has mixed so mueh in polities. e hny stood for the House
twico but hus not been sueeessful. In Dunedin, however, ho
is very much respected, and heiuny be trustod to lonk after our
interests at Ottawa in a very intelligent and useful manner,
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By the way, talking nhout Government uppointimonts, whon
is the North Jsland to lhuve o turn? At present the fixed
determination of the Govermnent appenrd to be to give nny-
thing and everything they have in the way of patronapgs to the
South Island men, It's as bad as it was in Mocondrew's days.
When Mac was in power, no ons had a chanco of
getting a Government billet who did not hail fromn down South,
and did not speak broad Seoteh. Whenover anyone was
wanted, even a messenger, Mac would lay his shouldor-of-
mutton fist on the Cabinet table and say, ** Al've tho verra man
for ye, he comes fra Otarger.” And he generally got the billat.
Ys Jock MeKenzie emulating the departed Macandrow ? Tt
locks like it. There'll be a big squeal from Aucklend if this
sort of thing goes on much longer, = T R




