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F. ASLGOLT.

The subjeet of our sketeh is one of the
comparatively  few  locally-produced
crickelers who have come prominently to
the front in recent years. At the age of
fourteen he beenane a member of the Wel-
Lington Cricket Club, and in his first sea-
son 1ose to semior rank, and was inove-
ovor scleeted to proceed to Auckland asa
“rop.,” but was ultimately unnble to get
away. His most noteworthy feats with
the ball have been—4 wickets for 11 runs
agninst Wival 1st; 8 wickets for 14, Wal-
lington 2nd against St. Patricl’s College ;
4 wiclets in succession, Wellington 2nd
against Pheenix 2nd; and also 4 wickets
in succession, Wellington Cricket Club v.
Otaki. TTs first apponranco in the srena
of Interprovineisl matches was during
the present senson, when, against Anek-
land, he made a promising debut, eapéur-
ing 4 wickets for 43 and 2 for 34, His
splendid performance agninst the Now
South Wales team is fresh in the memory
of our renders, aund well merited the
Iaudatory remarks made by such a keen
judge as their skipper, dv. Davis. M.
Ashbolt bowls with o high action, and has
& capital leg breawk. ILiko all such leg
break bowlers his pitel is at times errvatie,
and tends to & costly supernbundance of
full pitehes. Hissuccess is mainly owing
to his judicious vaviation of pace, in
which respect he could with advantage
be imitated. As a batsman he has so
far had the minimum of opportunity, but
has unmistakeably shown the possession
of great pationece nnd dofence. Ta the
last mateh with the Bivals he wade 17
and 18, not out. We wish this young

Inyer every suoccess, and ave inclined to
Eelieve that our wish will be gratified.

GRICKET.

Baturday's play eficctually extinguished
the Pheenix and gave additional lustre to
the Rivals. We understand that ancther
round has been decided on with the pro-
viso that on non-completion the present
position of affairs will not be affected. As
the chanees, weather and otherwise, dis-
favor completion it appears as though the
Midlands are to be the recipients of con-
gratulations. The Star of Benbow shone
out brightly through the general gloom
that enshronded the Phenix. His per-
formance was indeed exeeptional, To
bowl eighteen maidensin thirty-four overs
is in itself a feat, and when to this is joined
8 wickets for thirty-four rung, itis plainly
understood that to criticise the perform-
is to encroach considerably upon one's
voeabulary of praise. About this time
also Upham and Fitz. nust not be for-
gotten. It is devoutly to be hoped that
the former will continue #o display a
dash of batting vigor, as at present
our bowlers are ** specialists.”

Haldane distinetly justified promotion
into the senior ranlks.

We are constrained to remind the erack
Rival batsman that it would conduce to
greater harmony namongst his confreres if
he indulged in less cavilling at the decis-
ions of the wmpires. It is not a very
edifying spectacle to see a fieldsman
attempting to coerce or dictate to o gentle-
man assuming the position of nmpire.
We trust these remarks will be received
in the spirit they're given, and that they
will have the eflect the gravity of the
watter demands.

We note- with pleasure the growing
popularity of the Sunday walks to Cracker

Bay. Wellington is fortunate in having
such an easily accessible retreat for
athletic strollers. The members of the
parties do not s a rule perhaps number
many of those whose names are familiar
ns ‘““hovsehold words” or Temperance
lecturers, but appear to be composed of
the ardent spirits who follow the game to
extract as much enjoyment out of it as
possible.  On such weekly oceasions
Midlanders, Rivals, and nondescripts
fraternise, swallow tea and ozone and
bathe in the briny ; and on special ocea-
sions, for instance, admire, in addition to
the scenery and sandflies, the unique
textare or want of texture of the genial
Mac's pants, or *“ any other lttle thing like
that.” Finally we commend this locality
to entertainment committees who are at
a loss to know what to do with visiting
feams.

The New South Welshmen found the
Otagoans stronger than they expected.
Thetr display does not angur well for
anything approaching a close contest
against the New Zealand team. Otago
has been harshly treated by Mr. Olliver,
There was surely no reason for his pre-
cipitaney in selecting & man to take the
place of Downes before the Otago game
was determined. Moreover the man he
did select, Palmer, is relatively of small
moment when such men as Cross and
Kallender are amongst the eligibles. Of
ecourse we agree with Mr. Olliver thai
under no eonsideration could he include
Clarke, the quondam Sydney player, if
the New Zealand character of the team is
to be pregerved, * not even,” in his own
words, *“if he were a Grace.” 1tisto be
regretied that go much sercastic and
acrimonious correspondence has been
caused through Mr. Olliver's selection.
We sincerely trust that the result of the
game will be the medium of burying its
sing. )

Of the batsmen met in New Zealand,
the Sydney men are most impressed with
the form in the rough shown by Kallender.
“Why,” says Mr. Davis, “if Kallender
were on the other side and received
judicious coaching I believe he would
turn out to be one of the very Dbest
batsmen that ever stepped on a cricket
ﬁel .!l

The cricket mateh between the New
South Weles temm and one chosen from
the North Island will be plauyed on the
Basin Reserve on Monday, Tuesday, and
‘Wednesday next. The visiting team will
arrive by the Penguin from the South on
Sunday. No doubt the mateh will prove
a very interesting one.

ATHLETIC.

The following are the entries received
for the Championship Meeting to be held
at Dunedin on Baturday, 17th instant,
viz:i—

100yds Flat.—H. M- Reeves, L. Broad,
E. A. Bobinson, Canterbury; J. B. Hemp-
ton, P, J. Nathan, Wellington; 3. Craw-
shaw, Dunedin ; and G. Strachan, South
Canterbury. ) )

250yds Flat.—F. E. N. Gaudin, Auck-
land; J. H. Hempton, P. J. Nathan,



