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Racing Keflections.

[By ‘ BrowcHo,"']

The good. fortune of the Wellington
Racing Clab in having fine wenther on
the opening duy of their Summer Meet-
ing was extended to the second day. In
some respocts this was more enjoyable
than the opening day, for the sky was
cloudy, the hent of the sun heing thereby
moderated, and although it threatened
rain abous four o'elock, and a few drops
fell, they were not sufficient to damp
any sportsman's ardour, snd the down-
pour did not take place until the pleasure-
geekers had returned to their homes.

- The sport was again excellent. and the
ublic enjoyed it the more as the
avourites got home in six races out of
eight, which considering that such divi-
dends a8 L5 4s., L2 18s., and L2 10s.
were paid, gave those who followed the
money a handsome eredit balance on the
day. The arrangements were again Al,
and all the officers worked like Trojans.
There was the President, Mr. H, D.
Bell, msking himself agreeabls to all the
distinguished visitors from other parts,
Mr. J. W. Willkins, the clerk of the seales,
- an officer often overlocked in reports of
race -mestings, but one who has the most
.onerous and responsible duties, was tout
au fait at his work; Mr. G. H. Scales
as judge, gave his decisions promptly
and correetly, the dend heat he gave in
the Hack Race cn the first dny being the
fairest I have ever seen; Mr. G. Cundy,
the starter, thoogh slow, did his best to
get the various flelds away on equitable
terms. That he will stand no nonsence
" from the jockeys he showed at the start
for the Jeuuwary Handicap, when he
fined ' Billy"” Brown, the rider of Retina,
and Barry, the rider of Musket, L5 and
L3 respectively. The boysappealed from
their sentence, but the stewards very pro-
perly upheld their officer, and refused to
remit the fines, Mr. Grace was careful
and correct as time-keoper, aud M.
“ Dick" Ronke, as Clerk of the Course,
 did all that was required of him ener-
getically and well. Mr. W. O. Johnson
in the grand stand bar and luncheon
room catered with satisfaction to lis
numerous patrons, and Mr, W, Williams
was equally successful outside. The
" afternoon tes on the lawn was again a
feature of the meeting.
« And now for a chat about the sport.
The January Handieap was a good open-
ing of the programme, for of the nine
starters no fewer than six were nearly
equally backed, and thus it same about
* that Kent, the speedy son of 5. Georga,
and Red Rose, though favourite, paid the
handsome dividend of L5 4s. It is not
too muoch to sey that he won 2ll the weay,
. and hia time for the mile and a furlong,
1 mile 58} secs. shows that he must be &
‘elipper. Still he is only = handful, and
‘I doubt whsther he would successfully
- eirry & heavy weight any distance. Dr.
 Reed's grey mare Dreamland, who was
giving the winner, 13 lbs., ran a credit-
able second, and Johnny Faa, with the

-hack.

same weight as Dreamland, was third.
The Hurdle Handicap proved & repetition
of that of the first day, except that
Langtey the Devil did not start.
Clarence and Oaklands sgair finished
first and second, and Clarence was so
warm a favourite that he paid only
L1 18s. In the Heeck Hurdles Mr.
Prosser intended to start both Pumau
and Slave Girl—but owing to a nail being
run into into her foot in the process of
shoeing, he had to depend upon Pumau.
Tenby, who won the first day, was also
unexpectadly withdrawn, bug this, it is
understood, was owing to a dispute
between: the owner and the lessee. It is
a pity that owners cannot aeftle their
disputes before race-day. Vivacions ran
very shiftily, and over the last haif of the
distance could not foot it with Pumau.
Brooklyn heving come down at the same
hurdle which brought him to grief the
first day, Pumau had only to keep going
to win easily.

The Wellington Racing Club Handicap
produced a feld of siz. Kent's owner
declined to run him with his 7 Ibs. penalty,
which brounght his weight up within 7 lbs.
of Vogengang and 6 lbs. of Clanranald,
but this was the only withdrawal. Clan-
ranald, who was meeting Vogengang on
12 lbs. better terms than in the Cup, was
made favourite, and Prime Warden, who
had 4 lbs. off, third. It was a pretiy race.
After a rather long delay at the post,
principally owing to the fractiousness of
Queen of Trumps, a fairly good stert was
effected, the order when they had settled
into their strides being—Queen of Trumps,
Clanranald, Rosefeldt, Vogengang, Pega
sus and Printe Warden, At the back the
field became bunched but Queen of Trumps
held » slight advantage until approaching
the road turn. Hers Clanranald forged
ahead, and Primme Warden was also seen
emerging from the ruck. To these two
the remainder of the race was confined.
Prime Warden ran gamely, but Clan-
ranald carried too many guns for him,
and best himn at the finish by nearly half
a length. Rosefeldt was again third, and
the Cup winner close up fourth. The
time was fast, 2 min. 12 secs., and the
dividerd small, 1.2 10s. The Juvenile
Handicep saw four of the previous days’
runners in the Nursery Handicap come
out to oppose one another, Blarney beiag
the absentee, Mr. G. Hunter's Tartan,
7 st T lb-, and Mr. Cutts' King Wai,
8 st., wers nenrly equal favourites. The
lutter ran disappointingly, Snishing last,
but the former just got home after a
rattling set-to with the Hom. J. D.
Ormond’s Liyre Bird, by St. Leger-Lyre.
The dividend for a favourite was again &
goed one, viz., £2 18,

The Hack Flat Handieap brought the
largest field of the day to the post, the
whole of the ten meceptols facing the
starter. The Blenheim inare, Princess
Cole, by King Cole-—Contessa by Puriri,
looked & cut above the others, though
Brockfield, Delusion and Dandy (the
last-named a “ dark” ocandidate by Be.
trayer,) all are fine specimans of the genius
The result showed that good
19cks and ruoning powers on this. aoes-
gion went together, for after the first half

of the distance had been traversed
Princess Cole drew away and ran home
en essy winner. The ' good thing" was
public property, and the dividend econse-
quently only L2 10s, The finest race of
the day came about in the Second Welter
Handicap. This wasthought 2 monte for
Musket, who is famous as & welght-carrier,
and if he were destined to be beaten all
were pretty certain it would be by Liber-
ator, 10st. 10lb. or Pallisar 10st. 2b.
But the unezpected ofter happens at the

racing game, and it happened on this oe-

cagion. A quarter of a mile from heme
Musket appeared tohave the race won, as
he waa two lengths ahead of everything
and pulling hard. But what is that going
up 30 strongly at the home turn. It is
that rogue, Revolt, who is evidently in a
good humour for onee. J. Reed is riding
him. Collelo, on Musket, looks at him
with seorn, but at the same time sits down
to ride a finish. And what a finish,
Both riders are hard at it fifty yards from
home. Musket answers with his usual
gameness, but the weight tells its inevis-
able tale, and Revolt gets home by & head.
Termagant though he is, Revolt is known
to be fast, and the happy few who stuck
to him through evil repute and good re.
pute reaped a nice little harvest, for on
every pound invested they receive £16
18a. The *“talent " wers again unfortu-
ate in their selection for the last race,
the Metropolitan Handicap, 6 furlongs,
Rebellion has been such a public pet and
he looked so well in with 8st. 7ib, that
the money went on him hke water. The
adherents of little Krina, who was in re-
ceipt of 5lbs. from the favourite, was also
in strong demand, and next came North
Atlantie, 7st. 7lb., who was the latest
quiet tip for the Cup. He looked in
splendid condition, but neither in the Cup
nor in this race did he show any of his
two-year-old form. Rebellion got well
away, and 80 fast was he in beginning
that before a furlong had been covered
he had established a lead of three lengths,
Along the back he holds his lead, but
Erina catches him at the road turn. The
old favourite is evidently not himself, for
he seems unable to pace it with the mare.
Her backers are jubilant, but all too soon.
At the home turn there isa bay Ally carry-
ing green and gold hoops, who is making
up her lee-way fast. She eatches Ering
in the straight, and after  keen struggle
we see by the numbers that Persuasion
is first and Krina second. Harry Luon's
face is for the second time lit up with
smiles.

Now that Mr. Stead's horses, Stepniak
and Ich Lien, have been seratehed forthe
Newmarket Handieap and the Australian
Cup, and Major George's Pegasus has re-
turned to Auckland, we ean form & more
correct estimate of the horses likely to
constitute the field for the Dunedia Cup.
Of the thirteen acoeptors it is probable
that eight or nine will make the final
payment on the 19th inst. Mr, Stead
will be likely to start Ie¢h Dien, 7at. 5lb.
in preference to Stepnisk, 9sf, 41b. Mr.
Stephensen, as he has Hippomenes in the
Publican’s Handieap, will probably send
last year's winner, Tempest, who has
only 2lbs more than when she won,



