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colonies should have & little more suthority over the movernents
of the Australian fleet of war vessels: than they have at the-
present time ?” oo ’ " :

% No, I certainly do not ; it would only. result in -confusion
in the end. If the Governors of the differsnt Colonies bad the
right to dictate to' the Admiral in" command of the Heetin case
trouble.should break out, each- one tmight eay, we want.your
vessels opposite oiu:‘porhs, and the natural eonsequence- would
bela loss of authority and'a lack of organisation that would re-.
sult disastrously.” o C

“1grantyouthat, butifthe Imperial military officers whoars -
sent out here are amenable to our Colonial Governments does
it not seemn fair that when we pay more: than half the cost of
sustaining the Naval Squadron that we should have-a say ss to
its doings ? What I mean is,that in case of any trouble should
not the combined opinion of the different Governors in Council

heve its weight as against orders direct from the Imperial Go-
vernment 2"

“ You are taking a stand riow, Mr: Fair Pray, that is un-
tenable. If you had & Federsl Government and one supreme
head, your argument might be sdmissable, but in the present
state of affairs it would be impossible to give a series of orders
based on the corbined action of the various Governors, there-
fore, I say that for the safety of the eolonies, as well as for the
maintenance of the diseipline so necessary in naval matters, the
absolute cormmand should rest in the hends of the Admirsl, who
should only receive his orders from the Old Country, The fleet
on the Australian station is an integral part of the Imperisl
Navy, snd as suoh must be manwuvred in connection with'the
movements of the other flests from headquarters.”

“'Well, to drop the subject of the naval defences of Austral-
asis, and to return to our own colony and its military require-
ments, suppose thers was to be seme little hitch between your-
self and the Government es to expenditure. which you thoughy
neceseary, what would the result ba 5" . £ -

““As I explained to you before I am, as Commandant,
simply a servant ofthe Government, and if T after careful consider-
ation, eometo the conclusion that certain alterations or imprave-
ments should be made, my course would be to inelude them in
my estircates. These would be handed to the Minister and
brought befors Parlisment, where they would be either rejected
or passed.’

‘“But, to go_a step further, suppose there Wwas one particular
item in your estimates which you, as s military man, knew was
absolutely necessary and that you insisted on being carried,
what action would you taks if it were cut out-or rejected 7

“ If matters came o such a pass, which is highly im-
probable, I should probably write .Home placing my position
hefore the authoritiea there, and the result ‘would be beyond
doubt a reply permitting me to resign.” a

* The position of & military officer and neval officer in the
colonies widely differs then?" =~ -

‘* Naturally, for the reason thet one is a local officer, en-
goged by the local Government, and the otheris an achin
Imperial officer, responsible only to Imperial authorities, an
lisble at any time o be exchanged to another station, The
former drawas his pay frorh the local Government and the latter
from the Imperial Government.” e ‘

*To refer to.your military title in New: Zealand, Colonel,
is it what may be called & brevet?” Tt - .

“ No, a brevet is an entirely diffarent sort of thing. A brevet
Is a species of honour:eonferred on” & soldiar that. may be con-
fired later oz and the aetual ‘rank of his brevet given $o him ;
but it sometimes ‘gives rise *to curious tomplications; as for in-
stance; supposing I-were Major in & line- regiment of infantry
with & brevet of Colonel: .-As'a fegimantal - gicer T-woald fan)
below my ;Colonel ; but if. three regi ents . were: consolidated
into a brigade, and my brevel ranked . the regnlar commissson
clsay.of Wi Colonels, the”oramand of th. brigs
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“Yes, I should imagine it would be rather awkward for
was the interviawer'srepolg. **The braevet then is’ an
benour: that, until jt-is- confirmed, gives 10 sotusl 'regintental
status, but may in a case of emergancy be recognisod as a brigada
or corps preeminenge " G v

' Exaotly so, but it is only-in exoeptional oasea that  oon-
tingenoy such as I have .desaribed may. arise,” - e

.
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ow, Colonel, to epeak of the defencea of New Zealand as
they are at the present moment, T auppose I must refer to your
raport 7" s

* Yes, my opinions and ‘Teoommendations were. plainly ox-
pressed there after oareful ognsiderntion, and will give o bottor
idea than I can- possibly supply you with in'a brief donveres.
ton." : ‘ ’

* Have you any resson for changing your opinion sinoe you.

sent in that report, Colonel >

“Na, none in the least, T am satisfied that it was both oon-
scientious and correet.” . - . o ‘ SR

“Then I may uss extraots
self at the present time ?"

“ Certainly ; my ‘report is now publis property, as It has
been officially published."

“In yourroport under the heading of 'works,’ you say
that gome of the gunpits more recently constructed are exacllent
specimens, but that the Tin, R.M.L. and 84 p. r. R.M.L. guns
are nearly - all on wooden drums and that the .woodwork is
decaying and needs renovation.” :

. % Yep, that . is:quite' trus, but I am sreducing as many of
these guns.as possible in order to save the expenss of altera-
tion."” : o :

“You also state there are only 65 rounds of shell per gun
for the 9-p. r. R.B.L. guns, and a total of but 106 time fuzes and
that the complement should be raissd to 150 rounds par gun,
with the proper proportion of fuzes 2 .

Yes, I madsejthat recommendation.” :

“ Your opinion of the sub-morine defences,
wes_anything but ‘complimentary, to quote fr
—* The' mub-marine mining ‘defences of the ohief ports are
at the present time valueless. In enoh there are vital defloionces
which render them incomplate.'" ‘

- “That s quite troe; bub i#f you will read a Kttle furthor
you will find that new plans have been made, sod that they
bave been approved by me end passed by the senior naval
officer on the New Zealand station," _

“* You speak very well of the non-commissioned offigers and
gunners of the Permanent Artillery.” :

- '"Yes, they are’ highly trained ond capable of doiog bigher
work than their yank denotes. They are wall -eduoated, well-
beheved, intelligent and drawn from a superior class. I have

inspected thisbranch of the service caretilly and am thorpughly-
satisfied with them.'" o

M Taking the different
volunteer - and others,
efficiency 2" o oL R

* Well, a great many of them were in good form, bui I am
sorry to aay that there were many who seenmted to have lost
interest; they were slovenly in their drill and careless in thelr
accoutrements. Of course some can be brought up to the
mark, but there were others whom I recommended in my
report for disbandmens.” ) :

" You state in yourreport that there seerns to be & general
foeling of doubt throughout the colony as to the ot

from it as erﬁnnnt‘mg trom .your-

tao, I think,
Om your roport :

«oorps throughous the eolony, both’
what is your genaral opinion of their’

neces-
gity of keeping up a defence force?” - - ‘
- *Yes, I noticed; that, and I think is a rgfr table atate o
feeling. . Burely a prosperous colony like New: 5

commeres’

) New d, with
t‘qynh,‘lahbuélg pro#;%t taf’interabtu”‘toﬂth_a' et
ability. " Aftér'a'prolonged period “of pesoe & proper syste:
defancs may seem superfluous, bnti!'wﬁi'f:l'hnuldf realks o
necessity may: be falt too late,” . =~ -
.-“Do. you: intend :remaining lo

able"ﬁ‘ﬂﬁéidf’ifa&fﬁn;fjagmﬁ; 1 ol 0 farh
mostagmsab inble, -and: ¥~ ve-at the g n [
shall regrot. the:loss.of my many. N m@
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