- V_ : T .-\\.*.
o ) k1
Suturday, Janiary 20,"1804.

" R

The O'Regan, M.H.R., Single taxer and young New Zealand
orator, has one fault.. He can't trip’ the fantastio and
worships not at what the West  Coast papers love to call * the
Shrine of Terpsichore.” Buf as “mimber’ he has to attend
the local hops, snd as a recent experiencs proved; he has his
uses thers.. Theré was a. dance at Cape Foulwind recéntly at
which the O'Regan was present. He sat down as a beautiful
six foot specimen of a male. wall flower and was cogitating in
his mind as to the probabilities of the Houee listening to a'four
hour oration on. the Single Tax, -or else pondering over the
length of time which would.elapse before ** supper " was called
when one of the electors, a * faymale ” and therefore all the
more to be propitiated, slipped up with a fine sample of eighteen
months old West Coast babyhood and asked the O'Regan * well
yez moind the. ba.by Mister O'Regan while meeself's, waltzin’
wid erney Hogan.” - The Smgle Tax atudent took the kiddy
emidst much Iaughter, and, after, we hope, & careful adjust-
ment of eertain nether gn.rmsnta of the infant—with a view to
certein physical contingencies . well known to fathers. and
families—"* nussed ! the “kid ”.like & true hero and patriot
until the Wa.ltz “wid aney Hoga-n wes_over and the fond
mothor réclaimed her offspring. That little ineident will got
O'Regan 2 lot of votes next time ‘there i an election at Cape
Foulwind. .
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Apropos to the women's franchise, an industrious Hawlte's
Bey man has dug out the fact that the Bible after all does
speak of “lady " and ‘‘ladies.” In Isaiah refererice is made to
2 lady, in Judges, “wise ladies " are mentioned, in Esther, there
is mention made of the ‘ladies of Persia,” and in the second
Epistle of John, the elect lady i8 spoken of. Of course it is a
pity that the ‘“lady voter " is not mentioned in Holy Writ, but then
there were no elections in those days. But let no one say that
it is snobbieh touse * lady " instead of “ woman.” All women
readers of FATR PrAY at leagt must be ladies. :
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The Primitive Methodists held their ‘annual ¢ korero »
New Plymbouth the other day, and celebrated the 50th Anmver
sary of Primitive Methodism in New Zealand. One of the first
members of the denominaticn to labour in Maoriland was the
Rev. J. ‘Ward, whose son, the Rov. Cherles Ward, is well-
known in Wellington. Ancther’ brother 'is - Mr. Robert Ward;
formerly R.M. .at Wanganui, and now a Native Land Court
Judge, and & third member of the family is. .Mr. ‘F. Wazd, the
well-known Australien journalist, for many yesrs.editor of the
Sydney Daily Telegraph. .
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A “thme limit " for speechifying is badly needed in our New
Zeeland Parliament. JTm a capital letter to the Post on the
ovils of Party Governmen$, Mr. G. A. Schoch has pointed out
that the last Parlisment talked no less than 9,556 pages of
Hansard,Jand.last session it cost £400 to, correct memberg
speeches. There ought to be less oi-the jaw. nuisance nexh
session now thet Fish, Fisher, and others are out of the show,
but some, of the new.ones are bound to be as Dizzy said of Gla.d-
sione "mtuxlca.ted w1th the exubera.nce .of their own. verboslty '
Dec1dedly, there ought to be & time limi, :
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The ca.ble man has a funny 1den. o£ the aort of news we New
Ze&ln.ndera ta.ke mterest in,when he beplnsters the dmhes with
long wires es; to Wha.t Mrs Knorr the ba.by murderass, ha.s or

" has not; smd a8, to how ahe hag. been ¢ beanng ap,”, -under tha
news of the Cs.bmet’s rafusa.l ta gra.nt & refmeve, and- ao, on Such
cablegra.ms pander tadl the game, contemptnble ta.ste wh.lch mnkes

f.he lower-clsas cock:nej: glqat oyer, a‘Jgaga of | gory wooﬁ-cuia in
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the *! Lusterated Perlice Nooa.': ‘The woman was guilty, waa
» selfish, mosn, unseer nraatu.re. whol wae & ‘Wholesala murderer

at * thirty-bob-a'hesd:" Tet her smn-glmdhu.va hernesk-broken
and be.done with her wretched life for ever,-but -for-the-sake:of

oll that is decent why inflict these nenlnnonn.l cablegmmn]nyon
us !

fime, n. thhly intelladtunl man, was ﬁned
dru.nkanness and rigtove- behaviour. 7
when kditing North' Tsland daily, tsed:to cot
very tiaq_uently in 4 very fine and’ large state of
begott nrbhsa. and ie. down amongat the  * pled” “typ
compobing-room until rousted:out by the foreman to Wt
leader; “Poor fellow, he ‘muat. have ‘broken out a.gnin £a ),
manm-—nothmg less. )
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‘I‘hara have been some nice goings on at Napier 'F& tho
disgr aceful way in which the Flood Relief Comrmittes ad
whom belong to the Tory landgrabbing and’ Bed@on”balm
pa.rﬁy)“hn.ve shown their politicsd biss.: It is-notok
several of the smn.ll settlers round 011ve, who suﬂ'ar

woay of relief, prasuma.bly for the reason that they ‘e
for Cnptmn Rusgell at the last election, whilst oth

1lore tlmn they ought to have,

N&r is that all. "There is worse to come. Lot the Nepier
News tell.the tale :—* The -Flood Relief- OommilttesFabehoted

& very shnbby part by the men who. rose from their'beds at 8
o'clock in the morning, hatled ‘the *hoats from the water,
conveyed them to the railway station, nccompanied them to
Wheitangi, manned them, and worked them till nftor 7 o'clock
at mght—mm that time rescumg ma.ny prucmuu lives, Tho
snswer the men got to an application for payment_for thc
valuable services rendered by them was impertinent na, well as

henrtléss: - It wis to this effect : “Apply to your “Libéral
Gavetnment, Thay are eo leern.l that' they will of “oourne
pay you.” "’

Buch ¢onduct can only be charncterised o belhg un.
English, unfair, and utterly discreditable, The truth is that in
their blind rage over ‘the fact that ‘n Libersl wos elected for
Napier, the local Tories have completély 10t their hends. - They
have, however, done everything in thdir ‘power fo- maoke
snother Liberal vsctory a perfact cartmnty at tha next
election, . :
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One hears from time to time of *‘ sundry aures for drunken-
ness.”  That "eccentric personage-—half' bogus- prophet; half
quack—Mr, W. T. Stead; recently claimedito:kiave discovered
s.men who had a distinet * eure for ‘drunkennews,”-hut:as. the
discoverer pretendsit is- made from‘a mysterious herb’found in
the forests of South Amerioa—prétty vegue that—it mundl"us
if it ‘were another quack nostrom. - 'We' notloéthet Dr: Richard:
son, the great Englich, medical expert on 'sanifary; ;matterd; nnd

o very shrawd obseryer: of the various forms of dipsomania, hos
been expressing ‘ait opinion on ‘| diink ures,” l,’( is brief
i AlF fal‘

b the point.” "All ‘the so-callad ‘drink " ¢ures’are  impostar
Theré'is no'oure for inebristy bt total abstifierios. ”"P’ g whio
read ;and:are iriclined t6'balieve® in: the adyeriisemieritea ¢t plver,

gold; .and ;other, go-called ¢ ,dﬁnkmm'ea,ff mncommend'ﬁ,gﬁé
readl,, marlk, learn a.nd inwardly digm T,
a8 abova. '
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