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‘Fudgitg frota the offences rofurns for ‘Wellington for the
yoar 1893 the Empirs City i8 hardly as free from erirme and
fraud ag its inhabitants- might .desire it to be. During
the pa.éf,  year 1727 have. been either . ap-
prebiended or summoned which mesns an increase of
473 on the previmis year. This locks as though

persoens

Wellington was going shead in' mgre senses than one, and’ tha.t N

mth its alleged i incraase of prospenty and populn.tlon. there was
also either s davelopment oF- mﬂux of criminals, Of this
number 78 males and § fema.les were committed for trial, and
convictions ware.reeo_rde@ againet 53 males and 2 females,
This number may seem small, but there were 1160 males and
284 females convicted in the lower court, and mény of them
for gerious oﬁ'ences, for it must be taken into consldemtﬂon that
I!J.Eglﬂtrﬂt'eﬂ in New Zealand have, in many cades, more extended
power than in the other. colonies. Thé list of crimes upon
which these people were convicted ranges pretty well all over
the calender, about the only ones that are not included being
bigamy, manalaughter, and rgpe. There is no very great in-
ducement for & man to commit bigamy in Wellington dunng
the présent time; as. & rule he ﬁnds it takes up all his ime to
keep himself and one woman. -An inereass of 478 criminals in
one: ye&r, however,:in a mty with & population of a tnﬂe under
40,000. gives the impression that' aomethmg must b radlcnlly
wrong, either in our laws or our'mode of punishmont. The
sbove conclusion naturally forces itself upon wus, unless we
admit that eriminals are bsmg driven from other citigs'in the
colonies o find 4 refuge n Wellmgto i ¢ the latter be :the
case’ Fm Pray would ‘sig it that n;lrsuapmmus charaoters
- should"be qua.rantlned until pmrhculars could be, obtained from
the places they had’ 1ust leftg 0 :,_:}egprt wps sa.hnfnctorgttbpy
- could e’ discharged Yith lean bill i if of. 8, heavy: poll-tax
might be inflicted, and ‘tHe- new ‘Comer bblxged to report hmmelf

ot the police station once a week 10r. six. montha In tase n@‘
his inability to pay the tax he might: ‘either "bs sent bnek, or
pleced at some Government work (not. nocessarily with other
prisoners) until he had worked out-his tax. = If o sirnllar system
to the one we have briefiy sketehed out were adopted by every
big city the local police would scon become: uoquammd with the
dangerous characters, would be more able to cope with them,

snd pauper and erimine] immigration would be eﬁ'echually dls-
eoursged
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We ragret to chromcle the danth of Tronper Voga], o 8on of
Bir Juliue Vogel, who was with Captain Wilion's detachment in

. Mptabeleland Definite rews has now bean received -that'tho

detechment was completely. annihilated -by the Matabeles who,
after the flight of T.obenguls, again faced the whites and came
off victoricus, Our opinions on the Matabels war have been

... freely expressed ‘in previous issues; nnd we have. no -reason for

changing -them. . We.con only express .our sorrow: thot ‘this
young man, who had a life full of promise. before: -him, should
bave been mnﬁcad in 60 bad a onuse. He wag o soldier, how-
ever, and wag obhgad to follow where hig officars led him. Our
aympathy goes out to the lonely father in London who, after o
life devoted to the interests of this eclony, now finds misfortunes
crowding fast on him in hia old age.
‘ . ° ..

-A query appears in Chriatehurch Truth ukix;g .fhé ;-editor
whether the Honourable William Jukes Steward, M.EL.R.,

, snd Speaker of the House of Representatives, had ever

refused o knighthood, to which & reply is givenithag, he
waa never asked. We think we cah give n somewhat more
definite explanstion. The Honourable "'J' ukes" napires to be &

, poet, and-his- sensitive :and delicate” nature wonld'in' n'll 0-
. bability shrinie frot «the “paltry bauble of lmfghﬁh&od Do, his

smbition ainia higher.
-the oombi.ned powers of Byroa; Browmng, and! Walt:
- he looks: truedfully forward to 'the: time'when’ th¥Iagrel:

Conscious that'there is' Tatent t’ _hlﬁiul!,

rest upon his brow, and he shall be hailed oa tﬁe"%i".
Homer, the bard of New Zealand, o




