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STRAIGHT TALK
Judging from the offences returns for Wellington for the

year 1893 the Empire City is hardly as free from crime arid
fraud as its inhabitants: might desire it to be. During
the past year 1727 persons have been either ap-
prehended or summoned which means an increase of
473 on the previous year. This looks as though
Wellington was going ahead in more senses than one, and that
with its alleged increase of prosperity and population, there was

also either a development or influx of criminals. Of this
number 78 males and 5 females; were committed for trial, and
convictions were recorded against 53 males and 2 females.
This number may seem small, but there were 1169 males and .
284 females convicted in -the lower court, and many of them
for serious offences, for it must be taken into consideration that
magistrates in New Zealand have, in many cases, more extended
power than in the other, colonies. The list of crimes upon
which these people were convicted ranges pretty well all over
the calender, about the only ones that are not included being
bigamy, manslaughter, and rape. There is no very great in-
ducement for a man to commit bigamy in Wellington during
the present.time; as. a rule he' fikds it takes'up all his rime to
keep himself and one woman. -An increase of 473 criminals in
one year, however,, in a city with a population of a trifle under
40,000. gives the impression that must be radically
wrong, either in our laws or our mode of punishment. The
above conclusion naturally forces itself upon us, unless we
admit that criminals are being driven from other, cities: in the
colonies to find a refuge ; hi Wellington,; ,If the latter, be ;the
case EAiR'PiAi would suggest.that a^L suspicious,,characters
should be unifl cimld jjef!obtained from
the plwiekthey hail! jhrt

- couldl Be > discharged frith: * a clean bill jnoji.$..hjeaivy t ppll-tax
might be inflicted, and tile' hew comer obliged to report himself

at the police station once a weelcfbr; aix ; months. In case
his inability to pay the tax he might either be sent back, or
placed at some Government work (not necessarily with other
prisoners) until he hold worked outhis tax. If a similar system
to the one we have briefly, sketched out wore adopted by every
big city the local police would soon become acquainted with the
dangerous characters, would be more able to cope with them,
and pauper and criminal immigration \y;ould be effeotually dis-
couraged,

We regret to chronicle the death of Trooper Vogel, a son of
Sjr Julius Vogel, who was with Captain Wilson’s detaohment in
Mptabeleland. Definite news, has now been received that tho
detachment was completely annihilated by the Matabeles who*
after the flight of Lobengula, again faced the whites and oame
off victorious. Our opinions on the Matabelo war have been
freely expressed in,previous issues; and; we have. no reason jfor
changing them. .We can only express: our sorrow that this
young man, who had a life full of promise before; him; should
have, been sacrificed in so bad a oause. He was a soldier/how-
ever, and was obliged to follow where his officers led him. Our
sympathy goes out to the lonely father in London who, after a
life devoted to the interests of this colony, now finds misfortunes
crowding fast on him in his old age.

A query appears in CJvristcJmrch Truth asking the j editor
whether the Honourable. William Jukes Steward, M.H.R.,
and Speaker of the House of Representatives, had ever
refused a knighthood, to which a reply is given: i he
was never asked. We think we can pve a somewhat more
definite explanation. The Honourable Jukes” aspires to be a
poet, and his "sensitive and delicate nature would in all pro-
bability shrink' from fthe knfghthHbdj
ambition’aims higher. ConsciousthaVfhere'is'kteht' ih'-liimself,
the combined powers of Byroii,
he lookS;.trustfully forward to the tiHiS ! when
rest upon his brow, .and he shall bo hailed as
Homer, the bard of New Zealand.

BROOKE'S MOKKEY.MTOmP«ON™A®G|^ffiS.



We publish in this issue a portrait of Mrs. R. J. Seddon
the -wife of the Premier. Mrs. Seddon, before her marriage,
was a Miss Louisa Jane Spotswood, and united her fortunes
with our present King Dick the LV, on January 13th, 1869,
Their Silver Wedding was celebrated last Saturday. 'lt- has
always been recognised, both in politics and in private life, that
the man who has forced himself to the front, and has overidden
all obstacles to reach the goal he has aimed at, has been a man
who has had the guiding and refining influence of an intelli-
gent woman. The Hon. Richard John Seddon is undoubtedly
no exception to this universal rule, and although we must
compliment him on his vigorons work aud policy, we also feel
constrained to say a word for the plucky little lady who
has stood by him, in his days of depression as well as in his
moments of triumph.

The EducationalInstitutewillmeetnextyear at Invercargill,
although a strong effort was made to get Wanganui chosen as

the place of assembly. Mr. Grundy, the well-knownWellington
pedagogue, was re-elected secretary, and Mr. 0. Watson, of the
Te Aro School, headed the poll for the election of the
eagjcutive.

“Phiz,” a would-be funny writer for Christchurch Lies,
chaffs some volunteer officers over the faults in orthography
displayed in their examination papers.. “ Phiz” is very indig-
nant on the subject of bad spelling; ;on which, seeing that he
himself spells original as “ originial,” he is evidently an
authority.;

• The Grey Biver~Argus gushes over Lord Onslow as
follows;—“ The Earl of Onslow/before leaving this’colony im-
pressed upon all with whom he was brought into
anything like familiar contact that he waß a thoughtful,
observant and capable person, much more so in
each particular than is usually credited to his class.” Tt
is doubtful whether the Greymouth gusher ever saw her Lady-
ship, but as for as Wellington knew the Onslows they were the
meanest gubernatorial crowd that ever . struck the Empire City.
The Glasgows, good natured, homely souls, with no “side” about
them, but brimful of honest common sence and practioa
charity, are worth a millionof the Onslow family.

Auckland Observer says that when Myra’Kemble played
“ The Profligate ” there, there was a good deal of staring at a
certain local lady who sat in the dress circle. Observer hints
also that Pinero might have borrowed the plot from real life
“ and Auckland real life at that.”

A huge load has been lifted off from our previously sorrow-
ful heart. Mr. Ironsand Smith, the redoubtable He Hem was
so it was currently reported, to proceed ’Ome to Merry Hingland
where he would, of course, be simply rushed by theRothschilds
Baron Hirsh, Colonel North, and the rest of the money bags
with money wherewith to float a gigantic company for the
working of that marvellous . production of —the
‘ ‘Hironsand.’ we heard thereport our heart welled over
with woe, for what wouldParliament be without “He Hem ?”

what would life in the~ Press Gallery be but for the white-
waistcoated little] man’s “ quips and cranks, and quiddities.?’
what would the copy hunting satirical journalist do without him?
But now there comes relief of mind, extinction of sorrow, and
joy unutterable. The only Smith is not agoin’ ’Oms at all, but
talks now of forming a company with a capital of £60,000 to
buy out the Onehunga works. If “He Hem ” can raise
£60,000 or even half that, he ought to have no difficulty in
making the purchase, for the Onehunga workshave never been
anything approaching a gold mine.V However, chaff apart, “ He
Hem ” is an energetic little chap and has done a lot to boom
Taranaki, and’we must wish him success, for hejleserves it by
his indomitable pluok and increasing industry of effort.

One of the'Wellington bookmakers is having a fine new
residence built for him. The “backers” who provided the
money to build that house with, have nearly] all got mortgages
on their houses—some of them haven’t a house at all. That’s
an example of the beautiful difference between a “ bookie ”

and a “backer.”

The South African remittance man, Dowsett, who suc-
cumbed at Napier the other]]]day, was about to shave when he
oommitted therash act whichoost himbis life. Moralfor anyone
a little depressed or soft on the top story—Grow a beard and
don’t have a razor in the house.

Forewarned is forearmed. Land and Income Tax; is due
in one sum on Wednesday; January ,21st.r In anticipation of
the ruthless demand of the tax-gatherer, the. Faib Puax staff
have, for some Sundays past,. been rising, the domestic and
economical brass button for collection: purposes, instead of the
usual threepenny bit of theriotoudy rich. :

Mrs. R. J. Seddon.
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The Championship Bifle Gatheringis to be held this year
at Hillsborough,'near Christchurch.- The date of the meeting
is Thursday, March Ist, latest day for entries February 22nd.
We hope that Wellington will be well represented.

Abig crowd of citypeople journeyedup the Wellington and
Manawatu linelast Sunday. Plimmerton was the mostfavoured
place, but not a few patronised Paikakariki. A local journalist,
who is somewhat “ full of habit” went on the beach, but found it
so hot that he cleared off after a few minutes. He has told his
friends that he feared, had he stopped very long on the beaoh,
a heap of bones and a big patch of grease in the sands would
have been all thatremained of him. He also said as a decent
imitation of Hades, Paikakariki beach on a blazing hot day
takes some rubbing out. The beach on Sunday and Monday
was certainly most intolerable.

Byles, M.P., who wants to see international arbitration and
has a fond hope that the European Powers will disarm, is editor
of the Bradford Observer and he is a local preacher at times,
and was a great friend of the late Edward Miall, M.P., who for
years was a shining lightjh the Peace and Liberation Societies*
Byles can write a splendid report on the wool market, but his
opinions re disarmment are those of a crank. An amiable well-
meaning crank, but a crank for all that.

A parson, namedEllis, who was recently living at Palmerston
North, has evidently a remarkably good opinion ofhimself. He
was addressing a meeting of Bible, Christians down at Christ-
church last week an , in referring to a rumour that he was to
be a candidate for Parliament at the last general election, said “ If
we hadknown what we know now, Fred Pirani would have been
returned for Otaki and I would have been returned for Palmer-
ston.” Bubbisb. Fred Pirani was not such a fool as to leave
Palmerston and fight against Wilson, who has a strong hold on
Otaki, and as for the parson person he would never get in for
Palmerston, not if he lived to be as old as the late lamented
Methusalah.

The best thing that has appeared in the leading columns
of the New Zealand Times for some weeks was an article in
Monday’s issue, having reference to the late Mrs. Thackeray
and the personal life of the great novelist. It contained some
fine thoughts put into beautiful language, and was a credit to
the writer, whoever he may be. Granny is often abused by her
contemporaries, but occasionally she turns out a bit of work
which merits the warmest commendation. The article which
we refer to would have done credit to the most influential Lon-
don daily.

Tay pay O’Connor’s paper, the London Sun, although a
staunchly Badical organ, as a rule makes a great feature of
tittle-tattling ‘‘pars” about the Boyai Family. Tay Pay's
latest is thatPrincess Beatrice,- who married the pauper but
handsome Battenburg, adores music hall songs of the“ coster”
type.

_

She plays selections from .Mrs ’JEnery .’Awk ns .for, the
musical edification of the royal household, and the eldestBatten-
burg " kiddy ” is permitted to chortle that chaste and intelligent
ditty “Knocked’em in the |oldKent;Boad!”.. ....

, *

./

The Bev.*J. B. Johnson, late pastor of the Ballarat Free
Methodist Congregation, judging from the telegraphic news in
the daily papers, must be one of the most contemptible', sneak-
ing sooundrels that ever hid his hypocrisy land rasoality under a
clerical garb. He has gained a mtdodouroustnotoriety latoly
and a week or two ago appeared before his congregation
ostensibly to rebut the oharges|wMoh|had beenmadeagainst
him. His defence was nothing mbre hor less than awhining,
cur-like admission of such points as had beenproved up to the
hilt against him, and a general evasion of (the others. He
admitted that he had tampered, with the credentials taken by
him to New Zealand, through which he obtained aposition in
Auckland. In one of thepapers, the Free Methodist Ohuroh of
Victoria stated that they .could not recommerid him to any
religious body, and this ingenious smpliced rascal Calmly
obliterated the not and then bobbedupserehely with the paper
as a recommendation of his piety. all.Heforged
the name of the Bev.Mr. Hariison to a further recommenda-
tion, and excuses himseU by document was
typewritten, in whioh
but through some aooident he oveHooked
name in.” Faugh 1 what woxfid be bf if
put forward by an ordinary criininai on trial for forgery o false
pretences ? It would danm him: atithe start.

In referringjto his past life as a.olergyman, this oily-tongued
modem edition of Pecksniff, plus > a number of faults tha
Dickens’s character never possessed,
lam sorry.” Sorry, forsooth 1 Of courseheis sorry that he is
found out, and a ourb put on his career of hypoorißy and
iniquity. Mr. Johnson not only gives this lame tuad tardy
apology for evil doing, but has the unparalleled impudenoe to
plead in extenuation that the celebrities of Scripture had also
sinned and been forgiven. “ Did not Noah get drunk ?” says
this specimen of 19th century nastiness. “ Did not Abraham
deceive?” “Did not Jacob rob his brother?" “Did .not:
David commit adultery ?” “ Had not Peter sworn and lied? ’’:
Just fancy a clergyman quoting suab eyentß M 'precedents for
his own evil doing. He ought to havef gone little further
and mentioned the fact of Judas hanging himself. ® It certainly
would have been most applicable to his cose. Such men as
Johnson shouldbe put behind the bars and treated as any or-
dinary criminal wouldbe who had forged a signature or muti-
lated a document. But, and here comes themostpeculiar part of
the story, after hearing his defence (?) fullya thirdof the con-
gregation voted infavour ofa resolution that his explanation
was satisfactory, and the meeting closed with the Doxoldgy.
Surely comment would be superfluous. Athird of the people are
willing to take back to their arms this clerical pig admittedly
reeking from his filthy wallow, and as a closing episode of the
proceedings all unite in “ Praising Godfrom whomall blessings
flow.” We have the greatest respect for any man’s honest
religious opinions and a reverence for all religions, but for such
disgraceful travesties, and the exponents of suoh travesties, we
have a deep-rooted, thorough-paced, whole-souled withering
contempt that language fails to give utterance to. :

Christohumh Lies continues to virulently abuse W. P.
Beeves. The, Lies editor: was last but one; onthepollatthe
recent W. P. was at. the.top of the poll.; ;

fifo much for ;
the popular estimation of the lAetjcosxii: Inaew&eftacnMM,
as Juvenal says, or in plain English, hencs thisrage aijd weep-
ing. Poor Ivp : '' r ' ir'-
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Mr. W. F. Barraud and Mr. Beswick, both gentlemen en-
thusiastic on the subject of amateur photography, were the
original starters of the Camera Club, now a flourishing Welling-
ton institution, of which Mr. Barraud is President. In October
of 1892, a meeting was called by Messrs. Barraud and Beswick
for the purpose of forming the Club. It was decided that both
amateurs and professionals should be eligible as members. The
proposition met with favour, and now the club numbers many
members. The object of the Club is to encourage the study
and practice of artistic and scientific photography by meetings
or otherwise. Monthly meetings are held, at which subjects
for competition are given Qut. Each monthly win counts one,
and at the end of the year the competitor, who has the, greatest
number of wins, is presented with a prize. Last year Mn
Barraud and Mr. Taylor tied for the winner. Mr. Barraud was

presented with a duplicate album of the winning prints. The
rule pf the Club is that all winning prints are to remain its
property, they are kept in- albums, and can always be seen
on application to the proper authorities. Last year
the, winners were chosen by a ballot of all the mem-
bers; this year judges will .be appointed. Mr. Hulke
wasthe first president of the club. The subjects for competi-
tion already fixed upon'for 1894 are as follows January 12—
Flower-Studies; February 9—Steam and' Woodland; March 9
—Clouds ; April 13—Shipping;May 11—NativeTrees: June 8
—Copws August 10—Home Portrai-
tu^Xogpjb^abar. lafe; October 12—-LanternSlide's.
Mr. Barraud is a native of Wellington, and was educated here
and at Home. He was engaged in the study of chemistry for
a long time, but has now retired from active business and is

( devoting his spare time to photography.

The German Emperor has come in for a fair amount of
adverse criticism in his time on account of his arbitrary rule.
William is one of the old fashioned believers in the divinity of
Kings, and whenever he gives an order, or utters an ordinary
sentence as King, he fancies it is, divinely inspired. As a rule
we have not been in perfect accord with William's style of doing
things, but his latest idea will have our heartiest support. The
cable tells us. that he has issued an order that sermons in
churches shall not exceed 10 minutes in duration.

Charles Dudley Warner, the American, is credited with
telling the following story of the American Civil War time, at
his own expense :—He was editor of a daily paper at Hartford,
and was doing his best to arouse the patriotism of his readers.
One day a type setter came in from the composing room and
planted himself before the editor. “ Well, Mr. Warner,” he
said, “ I have determined to enlist.” With mingled sensations
of pride and responsibility the editor replied that he was glad
to see that the man felt the call of duty. “ Oh, it isn’t that,”
answered the compositor, “ but I’d rather be shot than try to
set any more ofyour copy.” We know a few writers in New
Zealand whose screed would be liable to arouse similar
emotions.

Mr. Henry Labouchere, the Radical, M.P., and editor of
the London Truth

, suggests that if England wants a breed of
hereditary legislators, it should set about it ina scientific way by
taking a number of the most intelligent young men in the
country and marrying them to Girton girls, who have taken
high honours at Cambridge. The idea would not be a bad one
n this country; we are open to marry some particularly nice
and intelligent New Zealand girl in the interest of progress, and
aid to elevate the intellectual status of the colony.

More good luck for New Zealand. The American tariff
bill provides that the duty shall be removed from woolon March
Ist, and reduced on woollen goods on July Ist. Our export of
wool to the States will soon be quadrupled in quantity if the bill
becomes law.

A Palmerston North parson preached his Christmas sermon
from the following,text:—“And the people sat down to eat and
drink, and rose up to play.” Most New Zealanders don’t rise up
much after their Christmas gorge. A good sleep is more in
favour.

Donal’ Fraser, who tried to oust J. G. Wilsonfor the Otaki
seat but failed, talkes about running a paper in.his own interest
should he again contest the seat. Take our advice Donal’ dear
and don’t. You’ll find the “ saxpences’’ going out at a perfectly
terrible rate and in nine cases out of ten it does a candidatemore
harm than good to have a rag of his own externally cracking
him up and running down. the other fellow. Also, we might
ask, what’s the matter with the Mana/watu Standard, and the
Shannon paper as Liberal journals ? There are far too many
papers already between Wellington and Wanganui without
another being started. : Keep your -“ saxpences ” ih‘yourpocket,
friend Donal’. If you justbide awee’, you may beat J.G., but
having your own particular rag; to run you, won’t: help you
one iota.

There’s a cry for a “ free breakfast table*” springing up at
Home. Occasionally the same cry isheard here, but if theduties
were taken off tea and sugar the middleman—the trader—and
not the customer would get the chief benefit.

Mr. W. F. Barraud.
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The O’Regan, M.H.R., Single taxer and youngNew Ze&larid
orator, has one fault. He can’t trip the fantastic and
worships not at what the "West Coast papers love to call “ the
Shrine of Terpsichore.” But as ‘ * number ” he has to attend
the local hops, and as a recent experience proved, he has his
uses there.. There was a' dance at Cape Foulwind recently at
which the O’Regan was present. He sat down ash beautiful
six foot , specimen of a male, wall flower and was cogitating in
his mind as to the probabilities of the House listening to a four
hour oration on the Single Tax, or else pondering over the
length of time which would.,elapse before: “ supper.” was called
when one of the electors, a “ faymale ” and therefore all the
more to be propitiated, slipped up with a fine sample of eighteen
months old West Coast babyhood and asked the O’Regan “ well
yez moind the baby Mister O’Regan while meeself’s.. waltzin'
wid Barney Hogan.” The Single, Tax .student, took the kiddy
amidst much laughter, and, after, we hope, a, careful adjust-
ment of certain nether garments of the infant—with a view to
certain physical contingencies well-known to fathers and
families—“ nussed ” the “kid” like a true. hero and patriot
until the waltz wid Barney Hogan was over and the fond
mother reclaimed her offspring. That little incident will get
O’Regan a lot of votes next time there is an election at Cape
Foulwind.,

Apropos to the women’s franchise, an industrious Hawke's
Bay man has dug out the fact that the Bible after all does
speak of “lady ’’ and “ladies.” In Isaiah reference is made to
a lady, in Judges, “wise ladies ” are mentioned, in Esther, there
is mention made of the “ladies of Persia,” and in] the second
Epistle of John, the elect lady is spoken of. Of course it is a
pity that the ‘ ‘ lady voter ” is not mentionedin HolyWrit, but then
therewere no elections in those days. But let ho one say that
it is snobbish to use “ lady ” instead of “ woman.” All women
readers ofFair Play at least must be ladies.

The Primitive Methodists held their annual “ korero ” a
New Plymouth the other day, and celebrated the 50th Anniver-
sary of Primitive Methodism in New Zealand. One of the first
members of the denominationto labour in Maoriland was the
Rev. j. Ward, whose son, the Rev. Charles Ward, is well-
known in Wellington. Another brother is Mr. Robert Ward;
formerly R.M. at Wanganui, and now a Native Land Court
Judge, and a third member of the family is -Mr. F. Ward, the
well-known Australian journalist, for many years editor of the
Sydney Daily Telegraph.

A “ time limit ” for speechifying is badly needed in ourNew
Zealand Parliament. In a capital letter to the Post on the
evils of Party Government, Mr. G. A. Schoch has pointed out
that the last Parliament talked no less than 9,556 pages of
Hansard,|and, last session it cost £4OO to, correct members
speeches. There, ought to be less of-the , jaw. nuisance next
session now that Fish, Fisher, and others are out of the show,
but some, of the new. ones are bound to be as Dizzy said of Glad-
stone" intoxicated with the exuberance ;of their own. verbosity.’ *

Decidedly, there ought to be a time limit.

The.cable man has: a funny idea,o£,the sort ofnews we New
Zealanders, take interest jin.when he. beplasters

}
the dailies with

lpng wires asj to what Mrs; baby, .murderess, or
has not said, as. tp„hqw.she has, been ‘j.bearmg up,”;under .the

refusal ;tagrant fuhieo’pn., Such
cablegrams contemptible ,makes
the lower-class-pockney; gloat o^A of gory wood/culs in

the *fLusterated Perliof No6s.'\ H Tbfe woman was-guilty, vm
a selfißh, moan,
ait “thhrly-bob a head.”«Eeii: her swingandhavoherneckhroken j
and be done with her wretohed life for,ever, but iortthe-sake;of I
all that is decent why inflict these Beusationaloablegrams.npon
us! " '

.

‘

The editor of a Southern dsdly paper, a man who oc-
cupied; some very responsible poßitionapnderi theritafolin his
time, a highly intellectual main, was the -otlier;fia|r for
drunkenness and riotous behaviour. This
when a North Island daily, used-to ■ com'e-TOlS®ffloe
very frequently in a, very fine and largej>tate of ’’

begotten abliss, and lie down amongst the <rpiedthe
composing-room until rousted out by the foreman to his
leader; Poor fellow, he must have broken out again, Opso-
mania—nothing less. /?

There have been some nioe goings on at Napier ovdrtho
disgraceful way in which the Flood Relief Committee (mdst of
whom [belong to the Tory landgrabbing and Seddon <Bhlmy
party) Shave shown their political bias.- It is■ hotofidus!that
several of the small settlers round Olive, who suffered
losses through; the floods, have received hardly anytbting|ih tho
way of relief, presumably for the reason that they did vote
for Captain Russell at the last election, whilst otherhitlers g.
well kiown to be supporters of the Tory Party have received for W
more than they ought to have.; -

i ■ ■ {

Nbr is that all. There is worse to come. Let the "Nhpier
Neivs tell-the.tale:—“ The Flood Relief
a very shabby part, by the men who. rose from theirbeds at 8
o’clock in the morning, hauled tho'boats from the water,
conveyed them to the railway station, accompanied them to
Waitangi, manned them, and worked them till after 7 - o’clook
at night—in that time rescuing many precious lives. Tho
answer the men got to an application for payment for the
valuable services rendered by them was impertinent as well as
heartless; It was to this effect: ‘ Apply to your [liberal
Government. They are so Liberal, that’they will, of'bourse
pay you.’” • ; , , ;

Such conduct can only be characterised as being un-
English, unfair, and utterly discreditable.' The truth is that in
their blind rage over the fact that A Liberal was elected for
Napier, the local Tories have completely lost their heads. They
have, however, done everything in their ipower to make
another Liberal victory a perfect certainty at the next
election. •

One hears from time to time of “ sundry cures for drunken-
ness.” That eccentric personage—half bogus half
quack—Mr. W. T; Stead; recently have discovered
a. man who had a distinct “ cure for! drunkenness,"butias ; the
discoverer pretends it is madefrom a mysterious herb'found in
the forests of South American-pretty vague that-—it sounds;bs
if,it were another.quack nostrum. We! notice’that Dr.Richar-
dson, the great sEnghsbtmedical expert on [sanitary ,mattenfe and
a very shrewd, observer; of the y^ouet ijbas
been expressingfain .opinion briefhadto the'pbihti; ; /All the so-balled iflrink 1cures i are impostured.
There is no' efirefor inebridiy/l^t!rt6fi^'ab*stißeiJce. }
read,
gold, andfother^so-called.”, drink 'cnresj’/narnre&munehdft^! td
read, mark, learn and inwardly digest Dr. Richardson’s 'jdicrtni?!
as above. js'r‘^v:-v
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Fair Play INTERVIEWS.

Colonel Fox, whose portrait *we publish above, is probably
one of the best commandants that have ever been sent out to
New Zealand by the Imperial Government. He is a man who
has had a stern military training in the “ old country,’.’ and
thoroughly understands the work which has been placed under
his control. His record in England has been such as to gain
the encomiums of his superior officers, and it is on the recom-
mendation of no less a person than General Wolseley that he
was appointed to take command of the Defence Forces in this
colony. In appearance Colonel Fox is rather small, and
scrupulously neat, with iron grey hair and moustache. His
ereot carriage and rather abrupt manner are strongly suggestive
of military training, and few, no matter in what guise he ap-
peared, would mistake him for a soldier; in fact the average
critic might go a step further and say that there was just a
soupcon of the martinet in his general style. With a view of
making our readers a little more intimately acquainted with this
gentleman, and giving sorhe particulars with reference to his
past career, a representative of this paper called upon him at
his residence in Abel Smith street one day during this week
with a view to having a brief chat on military matters in
general, and the Colonel himself in particular. The subject of
oursketoh was at dinner when our representative arrived,
and as he only had a short time at his disposal, invited his
visitor to' come in andput his questions, whilehewas finishing his
inealj thus with a, military economy of time combining the two
functions of satisfying the cravings of the appetite, and supply-;
ing'the, interviewer with such mfohnation as he felt disposed to
disolose. ; =

“Now, what can Ido for you, Mb. Fair Flay ?" waß the

Colonel’s first remark, as he helped himself to a portion of the
curried fowl which had been placed before him.

“ Well, Colonel,” was the reply, “to commence in the
orthodox style I suppose. I must ask you something of your past
career, and service in the Army before you came to New Zea-
land. In the first place, then, may I inquire if you are a native
of England?”

“ No," said the subject of our sketch as he touohed thebell
for the next course, “ I was born in County Longford, ; Ireland,
but .was educated in England. I was destinedfor a military
career as a young man and was sent to Woolwich to finish my
military education.”

“ When did you join the army, Colonel ?”

“In 1876, and I achieved my captaincy in 1884. The
branch to which I attached myself was the Eoyal Artillery, so
you can easily understand that my training in attack and de-
fence has been a pretty thorough one-”

“To what particular corps were you attached ?’’

“ That is a question to which a definiteanswer can hardly be
given. In the Army the Eoyal Artillery is in time
of peace really one big regiment without anyparticular gradation
or splitting up into battalions. Of course, in case of war, bat-
teries are attached to different brigades, divisions, and corps, but
ah officer in the Eoyal Artillery is not exactly like an officer in
a regiment; he is an officer in that branch of the service and is
drilled in defence work, and general work that is distinct from
the duties of a regimental officer.”

“ In coming to New Zealand as an Imperial officer, to take
command of our foices here, Colonel, do you retain your grade
in the English Army ?"

“ Certainly, and I still remain in the line of promotion
Home. As a matter of fact,” said the Colonel, pushing aside
his plate and giving his full attention to the interviewer, “ I was
promoted to my majority after arriving in New Zealand.”

“ Then your title of Colonel here is in reality a courtesy
one

“ No, although I hold the rank of Major in the English
Army, in New* Zealand I am by virtue of my office a Lieut-
Colonel.”

“ As Commandant here are you not virtually supreme ?”

“ Theoretically and in matters of detail yes, but practically
I am merely the servant of the Colonial Government.”

“You have had some little disagreement with the Go-
vernment on defence matters, have you not ?”

“ That is a question, Mr. Fair Play, which I must decline
to discuss. If I am not mistaken the object of your questions is
to gain information touching my past military career and my
militarypositionhere, andnotto enterinto the question ofpolitics;
the latter snbject is one upon which I- decline to express any
opinion, and which, as a servant of the Government, it would
be bad form for me to discuss.”

“ Quite so, Colonel, excuse me if my questions are indis-
creet, but to go back a little, when did you come to New
Zealand?”

“ 1 arrived in New Zealand in May 0fj.892, and my ap-
pointment was made out on the recommendation of General
Wolseley.’

“ And how did you find things on your arrival?’?
“ Well, many improvementswere wanted, and undoubtedly

a large outlay of money was required to put the colony even
theoretically in a proper state of defence, but it takes time to
do these things. I hope, eventually, to get matters into a state
that, with. the aid of . the squadron, will enable us 1to make
a fair Bhowing vnth any of the Australasian colbiiies.” ' J,/

“ Apropos of the : £quaffirbr4 don’t you thihk 'tliat vthe

Lieut.-Col. F. J. Fox.
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colonies should have a little more authority over the movements
of the Australian fleet of war vessels than they have at the
present time ?”

“ Noi I certainly do not; it would,only result in confusion
in the end. H the Governors of the different had the
right to dictate to the Admiral in .command of the fleet in ;oase ■
trouble,should hreak; out, each- one might say,: we want.your!

vessels opposite our ports, and the natural consequence would ■be|a loss of authority and a lack of organisation that would re* <
suit disastrously.”

“ I grant you that, but if the Imperial military officers whoare -
sent out here are amenable to our Colonial' Governments does
it not seem fair that when we pay more; than half the cost of
sustaining the Naval Squadron that we should have a say as to
its doings ? What I mean is, that in case of any trouble should
not the combined opinion of the different Governors in Council
have its weight as against orders direct from the Imperial Go-
vernment ?”

“ You are taking a stand now, Mr. Pair Play, that is un-
tenable. If you had a Federal Government and one supreme
head, your argument might be admissable, but in the present
state of affairs it would be impossible to give a series of orders
based on the combined action of the various Governors, there-
fore, I say that for the safety of the colonies, as well as for the
maintenance of the discipline so necessary in naval matters, the
absolute command shouldrest in the hands of the Admiral, who
should only receive his orders from the Old Country. The fleet
on the Australian station is an integral part of the Imperial
Navy, and as such must be manoeuvred in connection with the
movements of the other fleets from headquarters.”

“ Well, to drop the subject of the naval defencesof Austral-
asia, and to return to our own colony and its military require"
ments, suppose there was to be some little hitch between your-
self and the Government as to expenditure which you thought
necessary, what wouldthe result be ?” . ;

“As I explained to you before lam, as Commandant,
simply a servant ofthe Government, and ifI after careful consider-
ation, come to the conclusion that certain alterations or improve-
ments shouldbe made, my course would be to include, them in
my estimates. These would be handed to the Minister andbrought before Parliament, where they wouldbe eitherrejected
or passed.”

“But, to go a step further, suppose therewas one particularitem-in your estimates which you, as a military man, knew wasabsolutely necessary and that you insisted on being carried,what action would you take if it were cut out or rejected ?’•
“ If matters came to such a pass, which is highly im-probable, I, shouldprobably write Home placing my positionbefore the authorities there, and the result would be beyonddoubt a reply permitting me to resign.”
“ The position of a military officer and naval officer in thecolonies widely differsthen?”
“ Naturally, for the reason that one is a local officer, en-gaged by the local Government, and the other is an actingImperial officer, responsible only to Imperial authorities, andhable at any time to .be exchanged to another station. Theformer draws his pay from the local Government and the latterfrom the Imperial Government.”
“To refer to your military title in New Zealand, Colonel,is it what may be calif d a brevet ?” , , ,

„

.

“ N?> ft brevet is an entirely different sort of thing. A brevetw a species of honour; conferred on'a soldier that! may be con-firmed later on and the actual rank of his brevet given to him •

but it sometimes gives rise to curious as for in-stmce, supposing I-Wbre Major in a line regiment- of infantrybrey?fc
,
of (^010?e!- officer I wouldrank-bftt.rf ■ regiments. ..were* ,consolidatedmtoabng^e.^dmybreyetrankedithepfegnlarcommißsson

•• si l*®saxff bn?, - ami] YutyosjfSSu

absenoe
3 FoX’

** the ran&ng colonel usually gets leave of
“ Yes, I should imagine it would be rather awkward forhim, was the interviewer’s reply. « The brevet then is anhonour

_ that,;until it confirmed, gives no aotual regimentalstatus, but may m a oase of,emergency be recognised as a brigadeor oorps preeminence ?” ‘'' ‘
y ®

“ Exactly so, but it is only in exceptional oases that a con-tingency suoh as I have desonbed; may.arise. 1’ • ..■>, ,
~

•
“ Now, Colonel, to speak of the defences of New Zealand as

,

at tae present moment, I suppose I must refer to yourreport ?

“Yes, my opinions and recommendations were plainly ex-pressed there after careful consideration, and will give abettoridea than I can possibly supply you with in a brief conversa-tion. ’

“ Have you any reason for changing your opinion ainoo vousent in that report, Colonel?” *

“ No, none in the least, I am satisfied that it was both con-scientious and correct.” s ; ;
* Then I may use extracts from it as emanating from your-self at the present time ?"

*

“ Certainly ;my report is now publio property, as it hasbeen officially published.”
xi. *

“ Inyour report under the heading of ‘works,’ you saythat some of the gunpits morerecently constructed are excellent
specimens, but that the 7in. R.M.L. and 64 p. r. B.M.L. gunsare nearly all on wooden drums and that the woodwork isdecoying and.needs'renovation.”

• * Yes; that is quite true, but lam reducing as many ofthese guns as possible in order to save the expense of altera-tion.* : ■
“ You als6 state there are only 65 rounds of shell per gunfor the 9:p. r. R.B.L. guns, and a total of but 106 time fuzes andthat the complement should be raised to 150 rounds per gunwith the properproportion offuzes ?"
Yes, I made'tnat recommendation.”
“ Your opinion of- the submarine , defences, too, I think,was; anything but complimentary, to quote from your report:-—‘The submarine mining defences of the ohief ports areat the present time valueless. In each thereore vital dofioienoeswhichrender them incomplete.' 11

“That is quite true; but if you will read a little furtheryou will find that new plans have been made, and that theyhave been approved by me and passed by the senior navalofficer on the New Zealand station."
“ You speak very well of the non-commissionedofficers andgunners of, the Permanent Artillery.”“Yes, they are highly trained and capable of doing higherwork than their rank denotes. They are well educated, wellbehaved, intelligent and drawn from a superior class. J haveinspected this branch of the service carefully and am thoroughly

satisfied with them.” O J

“Takingthe different corps throughout the colony, bothvolunteer and others, what is your general opinion of their 1efficiency?” ,
“ Well, a great many of them were in good form, but I amsorry to say that there were many who seemed to have lostinterest; they were slovenly in their drill and careless in theiraccoutrements. Of course some can be brought up to themark, but there were others whom I recommended in mvreport for disbandment.” ,
*• You state in yourreport that there seems to be a general

feeling of doubt throughout the colony as to the aotuafneces-sity of keeping up a defence force?”
.

V Yes, I -noticed; that, and I think ig a regrettable state ofeeling. . Surely a prosperous colony like New Zealand, with thcommerce it owns, should protect its interests to thetest of itsability. After a prolonged period of peace, a proper system ofdefence may Seem superfluous, but if war should breakout; itsnecessity may be felt too late,”
“tend remaining long- in t New Zealand,

wnot?temp for;^out>4B < years,!Whether I return
able at Any rate
most agreeable; and ifUA leave at the expiration of my term 1shallregretthe^
q{ modular sH;
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Our Public Men.

PHRENOLOGICALLY AND PHYSIOGNOMICALLY
DELINEATED.

[By Professor R. White, President of the Phrenological
Association .]

(Under this heading wepropose in thefirst instance to give
delineations of the characters of the members of the new
House of Beprcsentatives. The subjects are miknown to the
delmedtor.)

No. I—Me. FELIX McG-UIRE (Member for Egmoht).
The photograph;repre-

sents Mr.- McG-uire as
having the motive tem-
perament large, with
fair vital and mental
temperaments, giving
him great. power of en-
durance and application.
He has pronounced in-
dividuality, large firm-
ness, and great decision
of character; language
is large but discreet. He
has a steady, practical

head, the observing faculties being well developed. :, He has a
good? memory for external things, but hot-for events or ideas,
the, organ of eventuality being. rather small. He learns more
from personal experience and observation than from reading.
He has penetration and force, of character. The temporal region
of the head being large, giving breadth between the ears, con-
structive and executive powers are good. He is more original
than imitative, more practical than theoretical, and views the
serious side of life. Hehas good planning ability and would make
an excellent superintendent of works or business , man. He is
methodical and critical, cautious and yet decisive. Utility more
than beauty would be the test he would apply to things.' He
is hot a metaphysical reasoner, nor cares much for speculative
thought. His mind has direct bearing upon the material-con-
cerns ofmankind. He has an active, energetic organisation,
capable of doing much useful work.

No. 2.—CAPTAIN W. R. RUSSELL (Member for Hawke’s
. Bay.)

The likeness of this
gentleman shows him to
possess, the vital,, motive,
and mental r'teinpera-

- ments'-well blended' and
1 'large; giving hiin physical

:
‘ mental'activity,

, and, natural refinement.
..-■He .has ;good ..organic

quality,intensity oforgan-
isation, and fineness 1of
texture: jHeis 'very ,susr

;j to." ext'gmil in-
0j njiences, hut, possessesra

fi,.SEiii:iENowdEi)'Gß3:ap[d,isiiiiF-
ooNXßoh are leading traits of his character. ' He was born to

command rather than obey.- -He would'feel it severely if he- hhd
to “knuckle under” to others. He has keen and-accurate
powers; of.perception,, and •heis a close observer of Iruen and
things. “ Order is -Heaven’s'first-law ’’ with him. He must
have method in all he does and system in all he superintends;
He is a disciplinarian, -b’utfhe is as-just as- he is particular. His
nose is indicative of strong determinationand]great individuality.
The temporal - and ; coronal regions : of; bis head- are broad and
high, giving force and stability to his character.- He has great
respeot for law and .properly constituted: authority, and vener-
ation for religion and7 sacred things. As a young -man he 1would
be fond of: sports. The organs of ideality■, conscientiousness, and
ambition are large, imparting, a perception: of the beautiful,: love
of ,right and-, a desire,to exercise power.. He has a superior
organisation and.he knows it.' .

No. 3—Me. GBOBGE HUTCHISON, (Member for Patea.)
Mr. Hutchison, accord-

ing to this, photograph,
has a good mental tem-
perament, but is rather

■ wanting in. the vita! tem-
perament, rendering it
necessary he con-

. f serve his health. He
; has a high head, giving

. considerable sentiment
and moral feeling., Taste
for the artistic and beau-
tiful in nature is large.
He has an ,active :and

progressive mind, .-eager ito acquire facts and ideas. He has a
good all round memory. Language is.not large, hut quick and
to the point. Powers of comparison and reasoningiare. good,
making him critical and quick to detect any defects, in things
and in arguments. He has admirable tact and business
capacity. ’ His brain’ is clear, and has a fine frontal development.
The organs’of constructiveness, ideality, and-cautiousness are
large,-imparting, planning abilityi general a dis-
position to look carefully at results before commencing any
important undertaking. He has fair■ powers of perception,
enabling him to judge, value; and remember external objects.
He has good blending of the useful and the sentimental, the
THEORETICAL and the PEACTIOAL of THOUGHT, and of, FEELING.
He possesses good-all-round - capacity with great' activity. ‘‘ He
will be on the job" and attend to it.

We are seriously thinking of turning- extremely,-.virtuous,
and never touching a card again. The reason is,' not that we are
afraid of holding bad hands, but ;that we fear the- demon
microbe, that ever present enemy to modern life. This
wretched pest of the 19th century ha.s, it appears, pushed him-
self into a new field, and now- threatens the oardplayer.. A
French doctor, one Dr. Eappin, announces,that '.on:one square
centimetre of a single playing card he’-has 'discoveredno less
than two ;thbusand vone hundred and sixty “hactena.’ J/Bicvpjiy
bcoccus pyogenes aiireks is said"to he the offender.
It is ‘hard' that.' tiiis/.depraiyed, microscopical .concern

?
.shppld

stand between us: and our quiet rubber.. The parsons, :are,often
fond ofitaiking- of ithe fevibthat lurks in the: devil-spicture bo’dkß.
but they never;imagined reuch 'ai<strahgely named'findpiafangely
made'fiend3 as the0 sinistW 1sidp 'Merest'3dfs

’ afraid; however, • fliatn, ffp.odrmany,of>ns willrisk the
cb'dncea of meeidAg*this *^merryLmicrobe,” Mid that card playing
will be aspopular as ever in New Zealand.
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The Lion Tamer.
The subject of our sketch (we refer to-the man and not the

tiger) met with rather a nasty accident, while in Christchurch
which fortunately did not result fatally,' although it might
easily have done so. While going through the operation of
putting his head in the mouth of his playful four-footed friend,
the latter, who seems fond of a practical joke occasionally,
closed his jaws slightly and inflicted a wound on Cox’s neck,
The wound was not a very serious one, but it incapacitated him
from appearing in Wellington during the first four nights of the
show. He appeared in the lions den on Wednesday night, but
did not give any exhibition with the tiger as the authorities ob.
jected. Tho twe figures in the illustration which appears
above this article are both worthy of description. Place aua
dames with our usual courtesey' to the fair sex, we give prece-
dence to the ladies. Scinda is a handsome female tiger of the
Royal Bengal type, and is perhaps one of the best trained
specimens ofher type in captivity. She has been wellkept and
her sleek coat, graceful movements, and large sleepy eyes, make
her the pet beauty of the menagerie. She is a young animal
and as we explained above humourously inclined, but as a rule
she is gentle enough and quite amenable to reason. Mr. Cox is
a young man, about 25 years of age, and seems to have a
natural aptitude for dealing with wild animals. He is rather
slight, of ordinary stature, and is possessed ofindomitablepluck.
He has been with Mr. Fillis for someyears now and has-worked
with the elephants, the tiger and the lions; He has had some
hair breath escapes in the course of his career, but
has fortunately up to the present time sustained
no serious injuries. His, theory of ; treatment is a
cool head, nerves of -iron, and absolute firmness, tempered with
kindness to the- animals under his charge.. When performing
with the lions or the tiger, he is almost constantly with them
throughout the day, .personally attending to their feeding, &c.,
and familiarizing them! with his presence. According to his
experience ohe has to be. constantly on guard with any of the
members of the feline tribe, as theirtempers are aptat times tobe.

woefully uncertain. Pasha, the big lion, who is now confined ina separate cage, gave Mr. Cox, as well.as his previous trainers,
a great deal of trouble. He is a comparatively young lion,
about eight years old, and was bom in captivity, but he «eems
possessed of aU , the inherent ferocity of ah untamed animal,
combined with devilish cunning and treachery- He attacked
Mr. Cox on two occasions, and latterly has shown such
symptoms of leonine “ cussedness” that it has been deemed
wise to refrain from performing with him, and he,has. been putin a separate cage in order that he may not oorrupt the morals
of the other lions. There is a story in connection with one of
the animals in the menagerie, a handsomeblaok panther that is
worthpublishing. Mr. Fillis and his company were attho time
travelling in India, and a performance was given before the
Rajah of Mysore, who informed Mr. Fillis: that; he had “a
menagerie himself, but that none of his attendants dared ontortheir cages. In particular he possessed a very fierco, well
grown, black panther, and, said he with a smile, “if yon con gethim out of his cage you shall have him." The challenge was
accepted, and Messrs. Fillis and Cox soon concerted means to
enter the cage, and presently stood before the astonishedHajah
with the panther bound and a prisoner. . : . ,

The usual periodical ; ruction has broken out'again in tho
New South Wales Legislative Assembly, and this time it appears
to have been a little more disgracoful;'than usual. The" last one
■which culminated in a regular “ miil’, ; on the floor of the House
between Paddy Crick, (Ministerialist,) and Jack;: Haynes, (Op-
positionist,) was bad enough, but when a Minister' of the Crown
permits himself to hurl. “ cuss" words at; his opponent, and
requires two or three strong men to hold him baok, so that gore
shan’t bo shed, it looks as though things had reached a climax.
At its best the Lower House in New South Wales is nothing
more nor less than a legislative bear garden, every member of
which is only too “ willing” to settle a dispute vi at ernrn, It
only needs a spark in a heated debate to turn that dignified
legislative body into a howling Pandemonium, with each
member trying to get either the first blow in, or a decisive
wrestling hold on his political opponent. The •. writer’haß satnightafternight in thepress gallery of thoParliament ofNewSouth
Wales, and has on more than one occasion witnessed scenes
that would have disgraced the tap-room of a semi-respectable
pot house. He has seen Ministers of the Crownhelped iuto:the
Chamber at the end of a long debate, and on the eve pf a
division, to hold the floor for 15 or 20 minutes whjla the “whip”#
could garner in a few more votes, when they
to speak coherently, on account of too much in the
smoKing room. He has seen one of the Verniers for
Newcastle so much under the influence of liquor tha
he defied the Speaker and attempted to dance a Highland
fling on the floor of the House, with the result that he .was
finally forcibly removed by the Sergeant at Arms. In'fact
many instances of disorder . could, be given that if they hod
occurred in an ordinary haU would have been followed by the
prompt interference of the police; but the latest - episode
although it ended without bloodshed seems to us to:be< more
disgraceful than any previous one. r For a Minister of theCrown
to be aocused in open.Parliament of i drtmkennem; ad-
dressing the Speaker,, and to retaliate .by threatening to
“ wring the d——d scoundrel’s neck.’ , hitn) «ffld
only being prevented from: attempting n
speaks volumes. Stfrely;ther^i^ifld|M|sc^^rei^edM^^l^ft^blackguardi^'’^he'.''indeMiic!y!.ofJwliici^^|a|^m^^i^^^^
exhibition in sqch a place. ' /p||
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Racing Reflections.
(By "Broncho.")

i,Only,arroundr, dozen after ~ all haye.ac-■ cepte\.in the ,Wellington. Cup, Of.ihe
'ie'arly 1 ifajacierß' Jthat have/passSdoutVfee
' i’ifiidßt;n6'fia'ble v Hipponlenesi TJa," and
uliady d ZStlahd. -The * Hist-' n&ihfedWSs

jfiarTOuritfe thef the declaration
,of,,thetaoceptances -- and? her
.waa, p.great, .surprise. It /was.abo-.-fully

expected that'Mr. "Ormond, would' have
p’did'iip/ at ‘leavst ,‘ttpo"'df

was thhA lhaSt; “fih6ught<b'f,
< a’s likely to be thei/"Hawke’e>B&y4quir6’s
representative. ; GaptahvRussell's eleotfed
is St./Katherine, who .is-nicely handi-

. capped with'Bst. : 51b. She ,is as, game. as
& pebble,-aid as she has been lyingTow

;bVer%ince s the :New Zealand Cup'inefetiiig
1 whereJ ! she‘'W6ht:a: bit Wrong,

; -beiving 1strong support »fr6mv' thepunters.
Pegasus and Prime Wardenirwhonre the
only foreigners on the spot as I write,
look in splendid fettle, and the only ques-
tion with many is which is the correct

p> ;(3lanrariald J (Bst. -71b) '-‘the
-favourite.-at 4to[ l, but-hei is»>not my
fancy after his running, with Rapigipuhi inaDunedih. Ifhe'can wiirtt‘ibVgift. Mr.

s-blahhhhru'ahdrse hasJbebnedratohCd-fOr
i<-Ke waa ' eijually f well in. ißosefeldtwiil,
I thinkf 'get.a.place, butßst.-81b,is-more
than,she hkes, ha a fast run rape. Musket,
gamethdiiigh. he., is) t: donotfaaicy in the
company, 'ahdTt'is a'fhyst6ry to‘ me why

1 cdftcede* slbs: to
-a horse' JlikP'Wbgengang. Revdlutibnt-is
now-doinggood .wdrkrand'mayrdh.spre*

h minentlyybut :Ifthink,pne rnr twowilTbe
toofast'fqr the son of, Treason. -Mr.F.

vMartini’ Betliia, last/ZyeahVwinner, .is
■‘said/to be' id’be'te'fettle than" she was a

V'%weivekmdhth ago. * v Shbranwery strongly
•%tithe-'Wairfiafapa -Baoing ’ Club'-meeting

Win" , theTbig'ra'Ce atith6;Hutt a
- /second time. .If sher wins, her-owner will
/. have won the trophy, which accompanies
"the riaoney -prize. Last year "it had not

the Tabe Was -rlm,-’anld by
inUthbl“drrattgeniPnt J JMr. M'artin -todk

' ‘cdßh’inStead 'of the ?(ikp. If •he were to
;-r win T itraiseoondtkne-it would-be astr&nge
"coineidenjce.,, King. Hjorry (65t,./lQlh,) is
an imprpying horse and Peters’ has himyerynt/bht he is hot

! in my’ ; '6pinibn for 1-the^joh;Here iset! him,
- ahd''Is much s -prefer :>‘the ' fdatherWeight
-'Kent who,< ifabit -better ■ than he was at
vthe meeting will make the
/best qf them u

“ shift " 'to rkeep with him.
•The" winher will, I ‘anticipate, come* from

*l foVir‘Hriz.,uPrfihe' W&fden, Pegasus,'/ St.
!tVogengtog. To place

»USemHw> 6*der I’shall tip<fce-result ; o£the

i^rittib’Wai'denv orTtbtiha •... «-l
i S%'Katheririe /.;. ... ... -*v.. *-2

, Eadrf fields: wHI-cbme to-the jpostmthe
.. mtrw>r/r^c6B tpn the first/day.

_
v
-The Anni-

; vqr,sftryHandicap hasten, deft,in,,,«hd
speedy ones ianong them.

get home, but Johnny Faa (Bst.
Yogengang (7st. 101b) are both dangerous.

( The"Htir‘dle l Handicap looks like a good
‘ thingfor Cteence (list. lib). If he goes
< down’it willprobably be to The Drome-

dary (lOst.). "The Nursery Handicap will
be a Very interesting race, and it is hard

l 't6 sajTwiisit'Will vwin. Mr. H. Bedwood’s
‘is,’ I hear, a beautiful colt and

• his victory Wbnld be very popular. I
- shall take ; him and King Wai as my

Reiter Handicap looks fairly open, and
when a race look’s so it is the safest plan
tp 'take 1'the Jtop weight. In this case,
therefore; I-willgo for Dreamland (10st.
101b) ;With :Violencet|ffist. 101b) as'-my

string, -The -Telegraph Handicap
should see agood between the: four

' topweights, and RebelMn, although v;wbllr "loaded With get.'!slb, get.home. In
thfe Hkck Flat I have Mr.
Bathbone’s-'Sylvanus (7st. '§lb). If he is

•beaten it might'be by Y^Ahre, 41b)
~: or; Sweet .-Dream (7st. ’-/The Hack

Hurdles should go (list
TlbJ wlthTenby (9st. l6lb)Aeeond. .

TheVVellibgton Trottiugpfiib; Summer
Meeting will be helds-jat v on
Tuesday next and if '-fffivburs
the Clubj ithe gathering thould be a suc-
cess, The. horses nominated are the best
’that have'yetbeen entered for Wellington
tmeetings, and' if- Specification, Fair Boy,
-Barus, Nitreb, •Brown Duchess, Tonga,
and-Black Oats, all put in an appearance,
WellingtbriiaUs will have an opportunity
bfbeeing'trbtting “up-to-date.” i-TheAc-

; Oeptanoeß-are'due to-day (Friday) so that
i it- is ws I write, to make defi-
nite seleotions ■with -so many entered for
rtwo or three -races.. For the principal
race, the Wellington Trotting'Club 'Handi-
cap/nearly a/dozen acceptances' will pro-
‘-bably 1be received and should t the- great
<’gun, Barus, put -in an-appearanee he will
be aHhorn in the side of the.-others. - In
his absence 1 commend me to TUesday and
Peppermint, with thb ptOViS'o that'if:the
weatKeris wet the lAcemay-gO-toHilly

;i ßuttons;‘%h6'-is a “ whale in-mUd.
; In the ’Maiden, -Lady -Ethel, -■ Jenny

Lind, »And>St.’ 'Elmo,-should-supply - -the
--Wimier,;and'in-the Miramar Park Handi-
cap,- Nitreb. (20sec.)- .might -score in the

- absence "of /Specification. In the Pony
Tonga, and Ttfekday, aire 'said

Ho 1 beiobdst '-'tietfted -by Hhe’VhandiOapp'er.
; 'TheHleCtricHandicap looks a'good; thing

for Buttercup.,(2osec.) • and/next to-Mr.
Waddiqgton’s smart -pony like the
-chances of-Brown 'Duchess (iOsec.) and
Chance' (20sec.) ’ The "Selling I LkHall de-
'cline'to deahWith.

The'follbUdnggood'story ‘is-boldbyithe
special-reporter uf theyWaMg«<R»i' Chron-
icle in connection with the ;Warrangate

: J.C. -Hack Meeting The .first event
..proved abdil-qyfer,a rtmk'pntsider turning

up'trumps,"andJ rewa;rding l, 'lhis ltibky in-
'' ybStdrs‘-'with/-the handsome of-:1g44t17g. i
('to' makeupatidketmrth&H-urdles;SpOrted
-his V halTsoy."-for the,first.:time-andhis
--unluioymofriend presently ;retUirned: hhn
'JB^2'^3s/'6d.,r.as i the, ih-

Ahd'^Uuggdsted' 1
i^‘is(6v,”afin

againctumedUpttrmnps
to the tune of 18s. The man was

mystified and said that this was the first
race meeting hehad ever been to and con-
oidered it a much better game than hard
“ graft.” s

The annual carnival of the Warrengate
Jbckey Club, which-Was held ati/Fordell
on the 11th inst.j'was as'UsualsarStQodel
-meeting. Mr. G. Morse, the-'sbbEetary,
us one of the most energetic secfstfines in
the district, and not only-is he eifcjtgetic,
but he has such a keen appreciation of
the beautiful, that it ’may
said of him as it was 'saidhf/Bdme great-
swell among the ancients tetiget
quod non ornavit, ' (he - "has touched
nothing that he has not beautified.) Mr.
Morses’s applications to'-hOrsd-owners for
entries, nomination-papers and “ correct
cards” are all not Only-ftastefully but
elegantly .got up. And he-dbes not con-
fine the exercise of his talents -td-the pro-
duction of these necessary-adjuncts of a
secretary’s paraphernalia, blit he is “ all
there" on the day of action, every
duty of a secretary is well
The club has prospered underpins fibere-
tariat, and the meeting heldßlast week
was only a-fair-sample of
ful re-unions. The other ofSUefbare in-

- fected with his enthusiasm, sa&nd on-
' Thursday, last the general AKr-CUgements
were all that could be desired. Mr. G.
J. Chapman’s starting was excellent,

-Mr.- James McGregor was thoroughly
efficient as clerk of the scales, and Mr. A.
J. Parsons, although .he had • some
terribly close pushes to'debide, acquitted

, himseif 'well, as / judge. Mr. ‘ Ernest
V ’Mo'rse, ,;as' assistaht secretary,'-'also 'ren-

The racing was-most
- interesting. -In-the Hurdles the outsider,
: /Narrate,. ; 9st.

, opaid the - handsome divi-
dend of Vj@44 175.,-.and in /the'- Fjlying

! Tramore,' 7st.‘ 91b5.,! gave'back 1 j£9: 'l3s.
■ for' Uydry pomd./invented. In- the'•Tnal
‘-Stalkes -The -Bst. '-4 !i: lbsk ,i'gaVe
■'backers ‘of f /favourites-r a -Hum, paying
/-JS2 l-ls.y in a • field: of-eight. -Then-came
the Cjip which was .appropriated ,by one
of/the ,-psing hacks of the season,‘viz.,

- Gothen,. a three-year old colt by Ascot,
Sunshine,; dam 'pf Waterbury. As'this

' 1cilt'had'been' Unplaced in: Hhe Flying- the
-'stewards iwanted ’ ‘t-tovknowuybuknow,”
hSW the /-owner,-:6xplained"'-the f.inccmsis-
ftency. -but no-further-faction was -taken.

> In -the./Maiden Hurdles Borneo, '-lOst.,
had ntf dbfficuity in beating Strike, /lOst.
7 ;lbs., andHhree "others,'‘paying:i!Jof2"6s,
dividend. ’' ffihfen in 'Electric Handi-

- oap-the:speedy -'Marama- carried his/lOst.
)7-lbs.;-to vietoxy-bverifoUr furlongs,-beat-
ing a .field .of. eleven. greatest
ease,/ and., paying j£3 'ltß. Ladies’
'Braeelet: ‘fell‘'to CingMee, 9s., /and
'th6n‘ J the - Final ' in' -Wfaieh
Swift-beat*-'

wouhd up-the proceedings. -Abcwt
. wasr. passed through Ihe totalisator }>y
* MrlH/fim. : .

~

' f ; '
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Opinions of the Press.
WHAT OUR CONTEMPORARIES SAY.

FATR A tUNIVERSAL
favourite,,,

IT DAREMO SPE&K-TOE TRUTH.
Pair Play is' a most creditable produc-

tion.—
A welT-iltustrated'and welh-printed Wel-

lington weekly.—Western Star.
Very readable—an-ably written -con-

temporary-—Reefton J&fyardian. ,
Paiß';PcaY' is : vary - smartlywritcon,-.

and contains many' excellent portraits of'
Wellington celebrities, and the l praise-:

worthy way in whichrilr is published re-
flects the creditpA'-its promoters. -

It shouldundoubtediy have-a very-suc-
cessM rvm.—-Palmerston -Sta/nd'ard

Pair Peay wiDrprove a vahiabfer acqui-
sition to theranks ofNew Zealand journal-
ism.—FeiJMngSta/r.

Fair Play is well printed and enliven-
ed photo-.eleptrQtypp portraits
and views. The. price is very reasonable.
We congratulate the publishers, and-wish
them every success.—Mg,nawatu Herald.

Fair Play is a respectable.. addition, to,.
the current literature-of-'New • Zealand.—
Napier News.

FairPlay isjthp of: the,latest addi-
tion to the list of journalistic productions
in the colony Evening
Press.

Fair Play is decidedly a creditable pro-
duction from-either a-literary or mechani-
cal point of viewv- Ar feature of the
publication J is the■ -number of ; excellent
photographs -of ■public - : men and women it'
contains.— Petofte( Chronicle,

Fair Play is smartly written, out-
spoken, and racy, audits, do
it credit. . ThemiCan excCUeiifOpening in.,
the colony r for juetpucha Pair..
Play, and from, whai,WCvteQW of those-
who have the. control of, uthe-.publication;
we are conySdentdt-wiU.fill the bill.exactly
Pahiatua Herald.

Is. , a new-, journal vaspiring to-high)
class work i andcomes - out* 1 on • capital-
paper,
trations, and good type- and ■ printing—-
quite a superior production in these re-
spects.—Pdtea;Gounty. Press:
Itembfaces.aU topics,,and shouldreceive

large support from all parts, of .New Zea-
land. The get-up is all' that could be de- -
sired,, and the., reading portion is yery
interesting and “forcibly put. The success'
of Fair Play is .a certainty.—Blenheim
Star.

Itis nicely got up and contains 24-closely
printed quarto, pages of good reading -

matter. The journal will be published
weekly.—We wish the venture every sup-.
om.—Wmnai^WMnem. .

Welli,got .up,
ance- of- bright...pars,, andl good, illua..

all cojnbbiq mftkq-f,it aireally interestingpublication. Sport and"
the drama, -find .space ip. its columns,and we sh'oidcf'flay fair

successful ICBjC6&c-.'rrMaqlbosoif,gh S! Daily
Times.

Its compilation, arrangement, and
gea&Kg app”efujaj|o§ *ar§ except/; If**is i, nioejy ‘ ijipi a»d wsll\f pymted j
on good paper, and in appearance
is not a whit behind"similar periodicals
issued from good in-
There axe some capit&loreproductrens of-1

photographs people, and the
letterpress allaround the eompass
and gathers items for everyone, paying
particular attention to sporting and

th& me a
successful and useful career.— Wairarapa
Standard.

The
promoters.—Dunedin Star.

The paper is sure to be a success.—
Tar.arjtq^i'ffefq^d.

The is-- exceedingly wellj
compiled, and contains, in addition t<f
the twenty-fouiwpages of-'reading:-matter,
many excellently produced illustrations
of persons of local and oolonial fame.
It is published *of three-,
pence, and is sureto “oatoh on A’ intße ‘
colony,— Eppxms

It iswell'prlnted/and the illustrations
are good.—Ne^'gn.EyeminyMqii.,

It is a superior production both in style
and get up, has extensive illustrations and
crisp .welkwrittammatter-,r The “ long,felt:
want ” to 1bh by the new; journal'
is “ a free, fair criticism of publicihfeand-
public morals.” Its tone, though”vigor-
ous, is free from coarseness. Unshackled
journals cure few and tTievr existence is
therefore. t Workman.

The*printing andother meohanical worh.
in connection with 1 the get up otthe pub-
lication is excellent pH through; it con-
tains some excellent portraits and the
paper is good and- the type clear.—
Wairga [

It is'a very readable production and if
true to its name will be. welcomed by its
readers.—Egmont Settler.

The letterpress is- 1
- clean andsharp-, -

the ;cpmppsitipn is ,rpey; and to the point,
and the paper, we have no find. ,
numerous readers. We'-rash l it every-

Weptewt Stfvr^
The journalis wellprintgcj,Ph good pgpgr

and a convement-siznior-reading at-home
or abroad— pould se%-th§ use of
large sheets, which are inconvenient to
read and handle.—Oxford Observer.

It is exceedingly, well put> out, and
in a very; attractive* form;. The.- letter-
press, .is , good, , the hterpry,. mattprt of
a
with"interesting and ably treated/ FAIR
Flat is, further, capitally illustrated, and
shonI&PJOYP
koifegfStar.

Faer-Play is wellprinted/on good papery
and contains twenty-threepagesof interest-
ingrpadmg. ffisspr>; judiciously iljug^g^ ; ,
We wish' if a successfulcpyjeer.—Tnapeka
Times.

There is nothing of the namby-pamby
style abouti£he-vf‘ straight talk ”

* column-
Mailr '.

Fair,Flat,j is. a very welhtgot* up*

and hwghtt'weeWy/ papery pv^liyaed,'in

andprbmisesJtobeawelecmo
the New

The new journal- is wojd got upand ahouldqnmhly/establish• itseßimth&'
good !graoes*'pf; the> ipubli6. It oontain&o
plenty" of |newßf* and-portraits >-« ofsum*

of
It is a plbih r joqrhal; ,

and is absolutely independent of any '

pasty.^^qqQ*an^^/Jt) wiyimmd and^.pqwißft;i^WMtvwithout regaxd to publioad orj>rbmbi*tionist.-conßeVvative or liberal;
paper;tbat
Wefi&gton oAerpanarix
therp tam simplyi aisgr«ce£ul> being
on -one -Bidei and>< theiL* on the other.rr*.
Bullet Mmer.t ,

alaig%#d; ?

wellf-vanedvramount. of-<original
there is.a ohattineas about the artiolw
that
the reader; and the ’ illustrations which*
adorn its - pages' are - works -of
We a give/ik credit for. its., straight-g^
Standard.

Fair Play
11
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 1894.
The Russian Bogey Man.
The giant gooseberry season is.over
on one Has seen a sea serpent lately;
the Stout Election Petition is Hung
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T. BRATTLE & SON,
PLUMBERS AND GASFITTERS,
VICTORIA STREET, WELLINGTON

(Near Railway Station).

T. BRATTLE and SON beg to inform
the public that they are now prepared to
execute, on the shortest notice, all sorts of
Plumbers’ and -Gasfitters’ Work, erect
Patent W.C.’s, and furnish Piping, Sewer-
ing, &c., at cheap rates.

The Firm is Licensed by the Drainage
Engineer to Execute all City Work.

Plumbing & Gasfitting in all their Branches.
HenryHughes, C.B,

CONSULTING ENGINEER & PATENT AGENT,
Follow of tho Australasian Institute of Patent Agents,

Foreign Member of the Chartered Institute of
Patent Agents, London,

42, Lambton Quay (Chamber of Commerce),
WELLINGTON, and at Auckland and Dunedin.
Patents and Trade Marks secured in|New Zealand,

all Foreign Countries.

metropolitan hotel,
MOLESWORTH STREET, WELLINGTON.

Proprietor JOHN NANKIVELL
Every accomodation ano convenience for the com

merclal and TravellingPublic.
BEST BRANDS ofWINES & SPIRITS.

SUITES OF ROOMS FOR FAMILIES.
First-Class Table Kept.

COFFEE PALACE,
wiiais ®TmmwT

(Fourdoors from Manners Street),

The Best and Cheapest accommodation
n Wellington. Hot and cold Baths

Luncheon 12 to 2.
M. L. COOMBES, Proprietor

Mr.Bridge,^
DENTIST,

102, Willis Street,
WELLINGTON

SECOND HOUSE ABOVE MANNERS STREET)

Artificial Teeth inserted with or
without the extraction ofstumps.

Tho Quality of the Teeth supplied by Mr. Bridge is
now-well-known in Wellington and.distriet, as...
proved by the numerous letters reoeived from
grateful patients.

The Painless Extraction
of Teeth is made a speciality, and
the most nervous persons may sub-
mit to this operation withoutfear.

Teeth Stopped Absolutely
without Pain, so that de-
cayed teeth are rendered sound and
useful.

ALL CHARGETsTmiJISrODERATE.
Those persons unable to pay the whole

cost at . onoe, may pay by deposit and in-
stalments.

FILLIS’S
NEW CIRCUS
CROWDED

NIGHTLY.

Enthusiastic Reception
OF

The New Company

LAST FEW NIGHTS
of the season.

CHANGE OF
PROGRAMME

EACH EVENING.

FEELEY)
FEELEY•
FEELEY

Classical
Statuettes.

FAMILY

LAZEL i Parisian Lady) ALEXANDRA
LAZEL | Gymnasts and }- ALEXANDRA
LAZEL I Aerial Queens. J ALEXANDRA

The Horses
The Ponies

The Lions
The Tigei?

The Elephants
The Bears

REMEMBER
LAST FEW NIGHTS
2Performances

Daily 2
Admission—4s’, 35., and 2s. Children, half-

price.

Sole Proprietor ... •
... F. E.FTT.T.TH.

Manager ... ... SIGNOR AGRATI.Advance-... -
... J. J. CAMERON.Presß Representative... . .... .H.G. L. BARTON.

REGATTA.
REGATTA.

REGATTA.
MONDAY NEXT!

MONDAY NEXT! ,

. MONDAY NEXT!
FLAGSHIP s.s. ROTORUA.

Admission Is, Is, Is.
| )ENGUIN will follow the Races,

leaving Queen’s Wharf
and 1.80 p.m.

Fare for the day or part of the day—
Adults: 2s; Children: Half-price ;
Family Tickets (6 adults) : 10s

tm
JOURNAL FOR.SENSIBLE MEN & WOMEN-

An Unprejudiced New Zealand Weekly,
“ FAIR PLAY IS A JEWEL”

Proprietors :

The FAIR PLAY NEWSPAPER Co. Ltd.
Publishers :

McEEE AND GAMBLE,
6, Customhouse Quay, Wellington.

PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY-
Cheques, Drafts, etc., and all Business Com

munications, to be addressed toThe Manager.
Literary Communications to The Editor.

The Editor will always be glad to receivecontributed items, paragraphs, verses, sketches,and short tales on local or colonial topics,
social,political, or otherwise. ■

Communications intended for publication
should be written in ink and only on one sideof thepaper. Anonymous letters are consigneato the waste-paper basket.

The Editor will not enter into any corres-pondence concerning rejected manuscript.
The subscriqtion to Fair Play is iysperannum, or 7 s. 6d. half-yearly, post free,pay-able in advance, ana may be forwarded instamps.



ap for a while and the Cheap Money
Scheme has been writtenabout until
writers and readers alike are heartily
sick of the subject. The editors of
the dailies are consequently at their
wits’ end for topics and more es-
pecially for sensations. Wherefore,
the “Even* Post” has thought fit to
resurrect that wretched old “bogey
man, ” the tallow-eating Muscovite,
whojpace the “Post” editor, is only too
ready and willing to swoop down
upon this devoted , country, lay
violent hands upon our wealth
—when he can find it—smash
down our gorgeous edifices—when
he can find them—and generally
play Sheol and break things.

The “ Muscovite Bogey Man” is an
old acquaintance of the readers of
the ‘ ‘Post.’ ’ In the goodold days wben
Rous Marten, the celebrated “ Great
Unwashed,” flung about the “Post”
editorial ink, and. settled to his own
satisfaction, if. not to that of anyone
else, the European problem, on an
average about once a week, the
Russian cruiser and its attendant
horrors for this devoted land, used to
crop up with dismalregularity in the
“Post’s” editorialcolumns. Years have
passed away, and the gigantic brain
of Marten has found employment in
London, but the terrible Russian
spectre, whose hideous apparition he
so loved to conjure up in byegone
days, has been left as a legacy to Mr.
Marten’s successor, and is now again
being trotted out for the edification
of “Post” readers.

Putbriefly the “Post” is shaking its
venerable head and agitating its
venerable and somewhat shaky mind
over the possibilities of a foreign in-
vasion—Russian for choice—of New
Zealand and the awful consequences
thereof. The subject is only lugged
out as a peg upon which to hang an
attack upon that jovial monarch.
Richard the IV, and to do the
“Post” editor justice, we don’t believe
for one moment that he doesn’t
know. that all his would-be sensa-
tion mongering is but the veriest
bankum and balderdash. But Ric-
hard the IV, .must be pitchedanto,
that is, at present, the chief object in
life, of the “-Post,” to whoiri - the
result of the late elections came as a
very “nasty knock,” a; deep and dire
disappointment, almost a personal
calamity. ' , ' -

■And so, to-provide 1 a pretext for
toother attack - upon Bichard, ofKumara, the ‘‘"Post waxes indignant

about the state of our "defences, and
waxes, drearily and dismally pro-
phetic as to the awful fate which
wonld befal this devoted land of ours
were war to break out between Great
Britain and Russia. It .offers no
suggestions as to what should be
done, for to be practical is about the
last thing our estimable contemporary
ever dreams of, but it merely ham-
mers away at Mr. Seddon and the
Government because they dont do
something! What the mysterious
“something” is that the “Post’
would like to have done is a mystery
beyoud' human ken, but perhaps, in a
few days, the worthy editor, who is
pleased to consider himself a per-
ambulating encyclopaedia, possessing
a knowledge which is well nigh
superhuman on any and every sub-
ject, may deign to take the public
into his confidence and propound
some weirdly wonderful new defence
scheme of his own. At present, how-
ever, he simply wails and howls
alternately about the wickedness of
the Government in not doing “ some-
thing,” the said something remain-
ing, as we said above, a dark and
awful mystery.

Now, we may frankly state our be-
lief that the defences of New Zealand
are not such as would prevent the
landing of a foreign foenot only
are they totally and ridiculously
inadequate and ineffective, but they
have always been so. But for this
state of things, and for the continu-
ance of it, the present Government is
not more to be fairly blamed than is
the “ Man in the Moon.” We have
had English expert after English
expert, and each one condemned that
particular scheme which his prede-
cessor had recommended. The latest
expert has followed the predecents,
laid down apparently by some in-
scrutable law of providence, specially
for the guidance of defence experts.
Nearly everything that has been done
is bad, and that only which he
deigns to approve is good. It’s the
old old story.

We cannot, therefore, blame the
Premier for pausing ere he commits
the country to another large outlay on
defence on the lines laid down by
Colonel Pox, and we openly admit
that our own opinion is that not one
farthing more shouldbe spent upon
the so-called forts. We holdthat all
thatisneededisagood supply ofMaxiin
guns, with.which it might be found
possible ,to resist the landing of an
armed force, but to spend-thousands
of pounds upon forts, .which a cruiser

possessing long range guns,
never come near at all. is the height
of imbecility and a downright and
most shameful piece of wanton ex-
travagance.

If the “ Post” and other papers
would go thoroughly into the ques-
tion of the. volunteers, and impress
upon the Government the necessity
for the weeding out and disbandment
of useless corps, if they would insist
upon efficient “ up-to-date” weapons
being procured,—with a special
supply of the deadly Maxim—we
should be with them; but to nag
away at the Government because
they don’t ru ;h in and squander the
scores of thousands of pounds upon
permanent -defences, which wonld
never he of the slightest use, is, to
our mind, the quintessence of folly.

Should war break out between
England and Russia, it is not in the
least likely that the enemy’s cruisers
would come here at all. Thoy would
endeavour to play - the Alabama’s
game, and prey upon the ocean-going
merchant vessels, with their rioh
cargoes. If they did venture round
these coasts then they wonld, or
ought to be, watched and followod,
and fought by the British cruisers,
for the maintenanceof some of which,
at any rate, New Zoaland pays her
due share But did a foreign cruisor
happen to break through the sea lino
of defence, aod make a descent upon a
New Zealand port, all the forts wo
have got, or are ever likely to get,
would never stop her bombarding
the place, and to multiply and
strengthen the forte is just so much
stupid waste of good money.

Increased aid might, and we think
ought to he, given to such of the
volunteers as choose to make them-
selves thoroughly efficient, but a
third of the existing companies might
be disbanded to-morrow with no loss
to anybody, save to the gold laced
dandies who play at officers, and
know as much real military work as
we do about' Chinese Meta-
physics. To act npon the Pox re-
port. so far as it concerns the pro-
curing of better weapons, and the
increased efficiency of s'>me of these

-volunteer companies is one thing, and
a thing which the Premier ought to
see to without delay, , but to, enter
upon any elaborate and expenmye
new scheme of so-called “ GlnAp|l
and Fennanent Defence”

. what we trust
do, rail' o£'3f§J
“Post” notwithstanding, , /,ljj

Saturday, January 20, 1894, Fair Play
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SPORTS, GAMES AND PASTIMES.

We publish above a picture of Mr.
Robert V. Blacklock, a good all-round
athlete, and •at present Captain of the
Wellington Representative Cricket Team.
Mr: Blacklock was born in Melbourne,
Victoria, but came to New Zealand,
whbre he was educated in 1875. He
was always fond of athletic exercises, and
went in for football, cricket, yachting,
&c., as a very young man. He was for
a long time , a member of the Poneke
Football Club, and used Jo play as three
quarter and full back. While a member
of this club he succeeded in getting his
arm and two ribs broken, which added
to a natural leaning, induced him to
devote his attention more closely to
cricket. He is a member of the Midland
Cricket Club, and has been Captain of its
team for 18 years. Some years ago he
joined the Representative Team, and has
captained it for 8 seasons. He has a
splendid record as a batsman, and plays
as an outfielder. In the match against
Canterbury hemade' 84 not out; Against
Auckland 'he made 50 and 51 in' one
match.; In,other matches, he has made
74 and 50. His highest score is 99, when
he went in first and carried out his. bat.,
Mr. Blacklock is a member of the Port ,
Nioh'olsbn Yacht Club, and, is employed
in the (GovernmentLife InsuranceOffices.

ATHLETIC.
The teamtpicked ; to battle, at. the.Am a.

teur Carnivalln Dunedin., is exceptionally
strong,] If all the men.succeed in, obtain*

ing leave of absence, the possession of thenext championship banner seems destinedto be locatedin Wellington. Batger is intraining and has lost none of his pristinebrilliancy, his most formidable; opponent,Dave Matson, is through business engage-ments unable to devote sufficient time,to
training, and maynot possibly be a starterin consequence.

Hempton would not require to be athisbest to expose the mediocrity of the op-position in the sprints.
Harley is; by no means , an unworthy

“ rep." for his distances. He will be the
equal in fitness with any of them. His
condition and pertinacity may pull him
through.

McCormack has a mortgage over the
weight-putting events.

The greatest “ go ” of the meeting willbe, however, the mile run. With three
such clinkers as Rees, Clark, and Morpeth,there should be an epidemic of the fabled
“bare-footed pilgrimages.” Morpeth is.undoubtedly a splendid judge of pace,
which: cannot be said .of the other two;
Rees, - especially being: lacking.. In' his-
memorable. struggle; with; Clark on Lan-
caster Park, the, season before last, Rees,
won,in 4min. .32. 3,5 th sec. We .have
seenRim do a trial 0f,4min.:30 3-4th.sec.,,
and Relieve him. capable' of winning bythenarrowest margin.-

_ Morpeth willhave
a better- show'in the three miles. Taking-the team .> all round’ we: fid not' 1think'we>.
were: everbetter'represented. z.

The, facilities for:. training,here,ai?e in? i;

adequate.., Bicyclists, and. running -me,n,,
complain, of. the ‘‘ late.hours.” kepji byrcec:;
tarn cricket clubsrusihg. the southerii..jjbjfc.;
tion of the Basin' Reserve. Of; ‘ course,,
the cricketers- are entitHed'Jo priority 'of
c onsiderationi-as-the- 1ground% -

by-■ their-• contributions/.- On- the-- others
hand. the.pedestrians ipay: nothing and: are-t
therefore enticed tornothjng.] Ex;,niMlp.t:
wihil.fit., But it.wouldbe a ;gr£ceful,ac.t:. ;
if the .cricketers were, to.fall; in,with the, ’
wishes of their “ kindred sporters,” about;
which; they prate at “ smokes,” even if if
involved -the sacrifice of a nightly half-'
hour’s net practice.

Wellingtons to.-be.well represented at ■■the Manawatu .Amateur Athletic Club’s -

meeting next, Monday.,- The following;!
athletes . from ; the. city, , have
One Mile Walkr-G.,. B. ; Nicholls.,- OneMile Running—A. M." Stuart, C. D.Morpeth. Two MilevRunning Handi-
cap.—C. D, Morpeth,; G.;B. Nicholas-.;IQO
yds. Handicap—W. King,. J.H.,Hempton,;
W; King, L.W.Harley. 220yds. Handicap. -
—J. H;Hempton,W. King,L. W*Harley.,440 yds. Handicap—D. M‘Kay,. W.'King, L. W'.Harley,A. M.'Stuart.~ ‘Half
mile - Handicap—O. 1 D.« Morpeth, - A*- M.‘
Stuart, D. M‘Kay, He W. -Pownalß H*
Palmer, G.-Nicholls.

•AQUATIC.
The final heat of the7 Wellington Row-

ing Club’s . Senior Fours was rowed bast
week over the northerly course,.and pro-'
duced a splendid race frOm start to finish:
The crews ! consisted of H; Gamble, bow, -
R., A. :, Heise, ■ 2, ; C. Poll; 3, O.: Hooke,
stroke, H. Usmar,cqx., and J.p,Murphy,
bow, J.E. Gamble,2, J.W.Nicholson, 8,;F,
B. Young, stroke, D. Plunkett, cox. Hooke
got a slight lead-at theL :start, and being.,hard pressed all the waywon bv a quarter
of a length: Mr. A.* W 7 ’ Smith--’ actedas
starter, andMr.S- Waters<as : judge.-

The race for first-class yaohtaiafMon-
day’s Regatta should be very interesting.The Maritana, Waiwetu, Isca, Xanthe,
and Ronaare certain starters j, and'there
is ar likelihood; that-■ the:Mascotte and *
Pastime from iLytteltonr.will also bet com-,
petitors.,, In. the ~ second: ;class' race r thevMapu, • Mahina, Iris, .and,Pet wilL start.,

The Committee of the Wellington Row-,
ing Club--met last week; the captain (Mr.
A. S. Paterson)-presiding. The report of
the sub-committee of• the New - Zealand
Amateur Rowing Association with‘regard ‘
to the. election.of a; . Council-, and appoint-
ment of; local .officers was,approved, and ; .
Messrs, Patterson,; Dix, and,.Burns were-;,
elected delegates . to support the proposals.,
at a .special meeting of the Association to,,
be h’eld on the 31st inst.. .It.was resolyed
to hold the-annualswimming sports about
the .endi of the present^month, - and ; the
necessary:; arrangements entrusted-
to a .committee/Conßistiiigr.ofiMesßrsA-.-.-S.';
Paterson, M. v F. |4arie, GJ,.E,i GawbAcje
A. M.
Nicholson, S: Waters,;!. F,.M.urphy„G;‘,
Lauchlah; W. Wilson, Sr Bixi;
Fleming, A. W. Smith, T. Shield G.
White, W. Ross, G. Ai Tattle, and F.
Ross... It waa..decided;Jn-sendj crews4oL
take. part3n-. tee Senior Fours,. Rs&lo.

R. V. BLACKLOCK.
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Double’ 1-and -Single Soulls events
ac theOhristchuroh'-Begatta on the 22nd
February. •'TheGlub will be 'represented
'in the' four' events .by’‘Messrs WV: Simta,
•C. Hooke;- J: ‘B.'Young, ■ and 1R. Grahame
—^-the same 'crew‘(with' the 1exception of
Grahame,‘'vffioC'replaces ; S. 'Watters)'that

iclub 1 in J the-senior events
last 'season. We should' certainly have
liked’to have-seenDridson andWaters in
the crew, ’but7 failing 'this 1we *think*it' the
strongest''Crew that1’ could -be got, and
that they- 'will render-a 'good’account of

■ themselves. *

In ‘the'Star-Booting'Club’S-Senior.Sbulls
G. *C. Fache'easily defeated'O/'W. Palmer
by about 100 '‘yards. R.W. Wallace

■ defeated - E. >W.- ! G. ■' Strange “somewhat
easily by'two lengths. - A.‘ G. Hume-de-
feated -A.' Wi-Newton -easily • by'three or
four lengths. G. -C.‘ Fache ‘ defeated E.
L. Bumes,'after a close'race; by-a length,
the latter ‘lost'the race- -by -bad'steering.
A. G. Hume - easily defeated W. H.
Morrah by five /or six lengths,'the latter
also steering ?badly. 1 R. 1 -D. -Duncan de-
feated ‘H.- -Palmer after 1 a’good trace by a

- length, thelatter-steering the"wrongiside
-of-the-'finishing- boat. • R.‘ Wallace de*

1feated'F.-'Pownall'by l a 'quarter- of a length
which Wouldhave been-considerably more
hadlnot amOrientaT-Boating1'■Glub* sculler

: “got-in ■ his road-and’-oollided'-with-him.
R. D. Ducan defeatedr G.: E. Fache-.by a

. quarter 1 of- < a-length <owing- to ■ the'- latter
1going in theleft 'arm.

K. D. Duncan -next 'meets : ’R. -W.Wallace‘ -and ! lhe winner -meets-A.‘G.
Hume-in the lfinal.

In-the-S.B.Ci Junior 'Pairs C A. .Duncan
and- S.- Stafford 'defeated ;G:SB. Trimmell

; ' :and'-A;H;-Barnett easily .by’threelehgths.
: HvShearman and- H. -A. Deighton'easily
• defeated fR. ‘H.'Dope-and'S. P. Etow»
! thome,: but:j as the: latter’s Stretcher gave
way '-ithe 'race, the Committee■ deeidedto'row'it-again,l ‘whenl Shearman
and Deighton '*wOn -eaSily by about i six

“■lengths. ’ l?he 1final‘ heat . produced a
:greatraoev.betweeni:Shearinanand-Deigh-
ton-ahd1 ,Dunoan’,>sand; < Stafford when' the
former - 1after 1■ a 1 ‘close -‘-and ‘exciting

•race --by->tw6rfeet. - There Was never more
'than ai fow feetibetween-the * boats atony
partof'tberace.

1 The ‘v.Matbh 1 Committee of ‘the'Star
'Boating
crews, - subject - to' ; alterationl inoasb- any
-of the men > selected find themselves
unable to get away, to ' represent - the
club“at the 1JC3iristb'htirch regatta,to be
held'ten ;i the 22nd February‘-‘Maiden
-Double’Sculls— 0. *Fabhe
“(stroke). seniorl Fours—W; *H.I "Morrah,G.'F.'jobnstonVE.- Wi. W.
Wallabe j(Stroke).' ' JuniorDfmbleSoulls—
W. ■'Wiggins ; iR .*Pownall {strOke). Senior
Double; JG. ; Duncan, •‘-A.'^G.

'Hume'^SttOke). b lMaSden‘Eours-~r. R.
Hord;»ShO£ttiHto;-iG.''G.;i EabhejiAi>Di>;S.

1 ‘Dunoany‘(stroke). -Juvenile Plate -Four*
”i*-R.y'POWiBQI,»W. x
A. D. S. Duncan (stroke). Seniqr’Fairs

-~Wi’H’i. t«MoiTah^J.^G» e
Hume. -'Wewere-evidently

■ Oorreotin-imaking knownythe'crews 3 in
•-Our December. -'A.'-W.Newh>n^hasi,lte«n by o J.*G,

Duncan, presumably on account of hisun-
glorious display in the Senior Double
iSculls with such a good man behind him
as J. Eman Smith, and again in the
Senior Soulls, but- in both instances we
think this waß.simply.due io lack of con-
dition and that he has not lost any of his
form. The change we do not approve of,
and We certainly consider a gross injustice
haß heen done" to the members of ithe
club in placing Dunoan' before suoh men
as F. Pownall, C. Pearce, E. L. JBurnes,
H;Wiggins, J. E. Smith, G. J. Cooper
‘tend others, simply because he is Duncan.
'Suchfavouritism is bad in* the extreme,
wnd:we do not wonder at there being a
feelingof dissatisfaction amongst the row-
ing members, and a so-called “opposi-tion.” ; The committee and powers that
be have simply themselves to blame
“when they allow their personal feelings
to: influence themin such matters. Dun-
can has done very little rowing for some-
time past, and is sadly out of condition.
He certainly was a good man but has yet
to show that he still is.

We must repeat what we said before
'thiat it is a great mistake to send men for
more than one event, as cannot

’‘devote sufficient time nor fit themselves
i i fona rowing and 'sculling event on the
isameiday, and we »trußt -our local clubs
twill bear, this in mind when selecting
orews for-the-Championship Regatta at

.Easter, . otherwise we shall not have as
manychampionships coming to the ‘Em-
pire iGity asjwe should-hke. It cannot be

■-.on the! score-of expense, as the 1 steamer
.fares now exceptionally low'. We are
well.aware that; -McKay, Sullivan, Rose,

" Jandißridson, :of the W.R.C., used to go
. - forifours, :ipairs, double sculls, and- sculls

. betweenfthem on' the same day, but these
• were'ifour exceptionally good men who

.went: in-r for j good - honest 1 training, and
,were-nob afraid ofhard'work, and we only
;wish Twe'/had a few: more such - men

: amongstius at'ithe'present time.
.In;the Oriental Boating Club’s Senior

-.Pairs, r?W. I Gleeson (bow) and- G. Read
~ (steoke)' defeated-A. 1‘MoAnally • (bow) and
>E. Read i(stroke) by .two lengths, and * in

• the final heat J. Burke (bow) and J. Dris-
■: xoE(storke) defeatedWv Gleeson (bow)Jand
••.Gi:Read4(stroke) easily •by' four lengths.

• :Mr.:'‘E; PoweUj cf theBlenheim Rowing
1 ..Glub,; has chosen l the following crews- to

: ; gotinto.training forl the Ghampionshipi Re-
gabta, tobeheld at Picton during Easter:
—Senior;Batswing Fours : G.- Seymour

.. (stroke) Seymourpand F. Shaw. Out-
rigger Fours: F. Dodson l (stroke), H.

..Mifis,'W^rDraperjand' C. Cribb; F; ‘Hale
< {stafoke), J. McKinley, T. McEihley, and
'

E, Conollyißennet (stroxe), Moliaine,
Rowe, and AfCarey>B£coormack (stroke),
.ShawjwA.i.Gaiter,.andcJ. Morrison. ; A
Anal selection in the outrigger fours will
bamade,later an,

. Been’,ihafMcCormack, who^.was'recently
rowing

'' No.'* 8 of the Wellington R.C.
MaidenFour, has been, chosen. one of the

rstroketfof Trial Senior OutriggedFours.
• ’ WegreSitiy'regretto i
G. Hume, who has been fchosen to i^rae-’CHrisfohuroK JRe-

--'gatta-hextinofith, With
ml accident last week, whi<sH*|H®tlsheoeß

sitate acessation in his training for a few
days. He slipped whilst working in the
foundry and fell over,a canister, inflicting
a nasty out on thenose and oheek.

1 It has been decided to hold the Wel-
lington- Rowing Regatta on ’ Wednesday,
28th March, two dteyß after the ohampion-
ship meeting‘at Picton. The total'prize
money will amount: to 'about £IOO, the
principal event being the Senior Outrigged
Fours, over; a distance of one>mile ana a
half, prizes.£2O and; £6. Owing; to press
of business, Mr. S. Waters, senr., has re-
signed the -position of hon. .treasurer ;to
the regattacommittee, and Mr. R. Renner
fills the vacancy.

01U0KET.
The Auckland match, although disas'

-trous to our selected, was full of pleasur*
able incident. To our lamentably weak
batting must be attributed defeat. Many
criticshave relieved themselvesofopinions
adverse to the handling of the team by
Blacklook, and consider bad judgment on
his part a main factor of the non-success.

> To that way of thinking wo oannot sub-
scribe. Of course, several glaring errors
could be adduced, but in such a touch-and-
go encounter ; it is difficult to lay down
with exactitude the oorreot course of pro-
cedure to pursue. Holdship -should not
have batted a second time on the first day
after his heavy fatiguing exertions, and
Dryden should not, nave boea interfered
with when, at the oritical juncturo, hewas
bowling well; but the real fact of the
matter;is that as: defeat was never con-
templated a certain amount of' careless-
ness :waß . generated, and when really
wanted our justifiably expected hatting
strength, by a freak of fortune, failed to
reveal itself.

The Gore boundary-catch has, of course,
been the bone of contention:during ;tho
week. The point is, we believe, unique
incricket annals, ,and has also opened {up
quite a crop of oognate novelties amongst
the little diverse, groups who are ever.wont
toforegather and discuss these matters. On
reflection we believe Mr,-Knapp’s decision
justand rational. The ball, undoubtedly,
did fall over the boundary afier rebounding
-from Gore’s hands, therefore it beoamo

; dead before he reaohed iti a second timc.
The othernovelty, hereinbefore referred

to, concerns the rebounding of. balls;'off
umpires. There.is no rule here of dead
ball-as there is in football. So : would a
catch mode off an umpire be deemed out ?
Interpretation of the rules,, as at present

> constituted, would answer; in the affirm-
ative, but we hardly think it: fair .and

. equitable that it shouldhe so. .‘. Perhaps
our cricket legislators will ; bear . these

: matters jn mind'when opportunity-arises
•-for reform. Wewere heghunog. fo think
that our game bad grown supenontd;|benecessity for alteration .bnt apparently
there is room , for more jfigbt. in the .direc-tion indicated. -Gore
gtatengthaniiA'.‘Jl^r,,'.'ehfliiß^ea > •fl'qpapwAly
for, the honour'of places ih thl'NewlZea*
land “ rep.” team. •" :

*

'’Fine hot weather:ontBatorday was re*
gponpible *' for." some*'^tallv ?

lMeged.'iidl ;batted:well, /.Tn
' fact, onebe^tor thinkffiath'y aprocer
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familiar to Darwinites the “ tail ” of a
cricket team has become as extinct as the
Dodo or “ Sydenham” Taylor, for in re-
cent matches we have seen it not.

The Midlanders have made a gigantic
start and would have done even better if
Lash, who is battingreally well, had not
had the misfortune to be run out.

Wynyard once more demonstrated that
the opinion we have frequently expressed
respecting him had solid foundation; and
we shall hear yet more of him.

Harris showed a return to his old form,
and received a perfect ovation from the
spectators. He is a difficult man to evict
after a few minutes tenancy has been
vouchsafed him.

The small boy question received atten-
tion at the “ smoke” given to the Auck-
landers ; their presence and demonstrative
ability at the match were not looked upon
as undiluted blessings. At the same time
one cannot help being impressed with the
ultimate advantages to cricket of extend-
ing to the impecunious small boy the
freedom of the grounds. The position
they hold corresponds to that held by the
pittites of the theatre; they lead the ap-
plause'with spontaneous heartiness and
are the keenest critics of the game ; its
principles and delights are thus early in-
culcated ; the fruits will be manifest in
the near future. The truest sign of the’
solid popularity of the game is shown by
the deep interest taken by them, for boys
soon desert that which is unworthy of
support.

In the same way is to be commended
the wisdom of admitting ladies free.
Their charming variety of costume and
its colour lent a rare gayness to the scene.

BOWLING.
A team selected from the Wellington

Bowling Club will leave here on Sunday
night for Nelson, where a match will be
played with the local club on Anniversary
day. The visitors will return to Welling-
ton on Wednesday morning.

The Wellington Bowling • Club sent
seven rinks to -Napier in 1892 at the time
of the Eastern Tournament held in that
town. The Council having again decided
to hold the annual tournament of the
North Island in Napier, names of in-
tending competitors are being received.
The Napier boys are an hospitable crowd
and it is pretty certain that Welling-
ton will be quite as strongly represented
this year as on the previous occasion.

In the match between the Wellingtonand Thorndon Bowling Clubs, played on
the former’s green last Saturday, the'
Thorndonites got an awful ‘•slopping.”They were soundly beaten in each of the
four rinks and the aggregate score of the
Wellington players will be for sometime
quoted as an “ awful example.”

Entries for the Port Nicholson Yacht
. Club closed at the Empire Hotel on
Thursday night, at 10 o’clock.

The C class shots of the City Rifles
will hold a competition for class trophy
and ammunitionprizes on Saturday next,
at the cadet range; morning squad only.-Ammunitionon Friday evening.

MUSIC
ART ANDDRAMA
The farewell tour of the Fillis Circu's

through New Zealand promises to be a
most successful one from a financial point
of view, judging by the crowded houses
which have greeted every performancesince the opening on Friday of last week.
The performance given is an exceptionallygood one, including as it does feats of
equitation, ground and lofty tumbling,
trapeze play, balancing acts, and the ex-
hibition of trained wild beasts. Fromstart to finish the attention of the auditor
is riveted and as one seemingly impossiblefeat after another is performed with anunrivalled deftness and neatness, the ad-
miration of the assembled crowd reaches
a point of open-mouthed wonder and
enthusiasm. As to the details .of the
programme they are all referred to on
page 18, in Mrs. Sairey Snodgins letter.On Wednesday and Thursday eveningsMr. Cox

.

entered the lions den and put
his ferocious *pets through their paces

There was a large attendance at the
Opera House on Wednesday evening, to
listen to the lecture by Archbishop Red-
wood on his experiences during his late
American tour. His Worship the Mayor(Mr. Brandon) occupied the chair, and
Sir Patrick Buckley moved a vote ofthanks to the lecturer. His Grace gave
a running comment on the institutions inthe United Statesand spoke in high terms
oj the religious liberty enjoyed there. He
expressed himself as pleased with hisvisit to the exhibition at Chicago, butcriticised the American press and Go-vernment in a humourously satirical
maimer. He addressed several audienceswhile in America and endeavoured tomake it plain to. them that New Zealandwas not a savage country and that boiledmissionary was not a regular article ofdiet. As a representative at the ChurchCongress he occupied a prominent posi-tion and at the opening. sat to the left ofthe presiding Cardinal, the Archbishop ofChicago, being on the right.' ArchbishopRedwood stated that his trip had been amost pleasant one, and that he broughthome greetings from the Catholics ofAmerica to their co-religionists in thecolonies. The lecture wasa most interest-ing one and was warmly received bythose present. J

The Palmer Beaumont Company didgood business inDunedin last week. Theyshortly leave for Australia.
The J. J. Kennedy Company are stillplaying to good houses on the WestCoast.
The Lynch family of bellringers are atpresent playing in Blenheim to very fairhouses.

.

The cantata “ The Lion of Judah ” was
given in Mayo’s Hall, WairOa, last Wed-nesday with great success.

J. C. Williamson sailed for London lastTuesday m search of novelties forAustralasia,

Ned Farley and Colburne-Baber, the
latter, a New Zealand production, are
resurrecting' the Giroflle-Girofla class of
comic, opera at the Opera House, Sydney.

The pantomine of “Beauty and.the
Beast ” which is running at the SydneyLyceum is, -judging by the Bulletin's
critic, mounted in a gorgeous manner.
He states that the impression given is
“ That you have been hit on the head
with the Kohinoor, after which you went
to supper with a bird of paradise.”

L. J. Lohr is expected here next, week
in advance of Brough and Boucicault.
The company have decided not oo visit
Napier, and will consequently play a
longer season in Wellington.

The Minstrel Company wlich was
playing recently at the Criterion Theatre
here, opened to a very fair house in Mas-
terton. Theyreturn toWellington shortly.

Gourlay and Walton arestill playing at
the Theatre Royal, Melbourne. For a
wonder they are not producing “ Skipped
by the Light of the Moon.”

Maggie Moore is doing good business
in the pantomime at the Theatre Royal,
Melbourne. The pantomime was con-
structed by Garnet Walch, one time
manager and playwright for Alfred Dam-
pier. Garnet seems to have his hands
full in Melbourne at the present time as
he is doing a lot of work for Table Talk ,Maurice Brodzky’s paper.

Mr. J. D. Baird, whohas been secretary
of the Opera House.Company, Wellington,
since its formation, has sent in his resign-
ation. Mr. Baird was the origmal pro-
moter of the Company and has become so
thoroughly identified with it that his loss
will undoubtedly be severely felt. He
finds, however, that the duties connected
with the position take up so much of his
time that he is not able to devote suffici-
ent time to other and more important
mattres which demand his attention.

Little Dora Mostyn, who wrote an ad-
aptation of Marcus Clarke’s" For the term
of his Natural Life ” for production in
Newcastle by the Dan Barry Company
some two or three years ago, has become
quitea “ pet ” with the Melbournepublic.
It is rumoured that Tom Pollard and

his Juvenile Opera Company contemplate
another tour through New Zealand during
this year, and that Tom is already arrang-
ing for dates. The Company was to have
performed in Wellington last Christmas,
but were unfortunately cut out by the
Holloway Company.

Mr. Harry Lynch, business manager
fpr the Lynch Family of Bellringers, ar-
rived in Wellington onWednesday per the
s.s. “ Rotorua!’ from Nelson. The Com-
pany will appear in Wellington'shortly.

The Williamson and Musgrove Italian
Opera Company left for the Old Country
by the s.s. “ Marseilles ” last Saturday.

Alfred Dampier and .company are at
present doing Shakespeare in Queensland.
I't is really wonderful how long-suffering
the bananalandersare; and thehot. weather
on too. -

. Essie Jepyns, the Australian “ Juliet,”
now wife of-brewer John .Wood, of New-
castle, is returning to Australia by/the
s.s. ■“ Himalaya.”,- We ..wonder.if Essie
wfil ever take to the boards again-? ; :/
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“Swagging” in New
Zealand.

(Written'sperially/for Fair Play.)

By T.J.

To many worthy .citizens the term
“ swagger is synonymous with “ loafer,”
“ idler/’ and“ vagabond.” This is a deep
rooted dictum, and;has enlisted the aid of
reiteiation ,to secure:the endorsement of
truth, it has floated itself on the testimony
of those strange ■>beings who designate
themselves “toorists,” ithas rejoiced in the
utterance of “land magnates” and un-
biassed “ squatocracy,” therefore it must
be true. Therefore, continue ohye gilded
saloon proprietors to reject them from
your mansions; ye' proprietors of so many
bedrooms, “exclusive of thoserequired for
the use of'the. family,”,ye. suave smiling
hypocrites, move, them'on, and .keep your
own fabricated idsage for the edification of
complacent “fat men," yclept licensing
committees. sThese “ swaggers ” .are not
for you,, they come not withm the scope of
your observation. But stay, yes, they do
sometimes.. Sometimes in an out-of-the-
way corner appears, a,brief tale of a .way-:
side death or the treachery of a swollen
stream. . Thus is there a contact, thus do
extremes meet. How many readers allow
their imagination to wander to those
scenes, to that. in j particular - where,
forsaken by hope, . they , laid him
down full in the sight of the most inspir-
ing picturesque'scenery of this island, a
solitary;swagger'. .By- his side.he, who
followed in’his.wakej found, the: evidence
of his .exit, a: small phial;; no word, of
farewell written,, his farewell was burnt.
A little pile of blackened. ashes suggested
a history while :it ? withheld,a detail. , It

'that; secrecy which; prevails at
the death of a pauper. He preferred to
die alone without ceremony and .without
the grace of a record. How many think
of these nameless endings, unwept, .un-
honoured, and alone. “ Peace hath her
victories, no less renowned than: war.”
Does she ever have a brilliant. defeat ?

- Circumstances and. an Insatiable desire of
acquiring experience forced me. to adopt
the customs of “ swagging ” .for about six
weeks; in the course of such meanderings
I underwent some: strange adventures,
and arrived at conclusions.;which may be
found interesting and worthy of transient
regard. -It is a singular fact that very few
native bom are;, found ..in the ranks of
swaggers; they, seem’ either, colloquially
speaking, to'know a trick worthmore, or
else prefer the comforts: incidental to a
city llfe. I am; inclined tobelieve thatall
nations are representedianclall varieties of
such. /Many-juser it only , as a temporary
stop-gap toiprovide .funds for.{prosecuting
research f6r-employmehtin,their>bwn-par-ticular linejimany.f6llow:itiinf, aihalf-heartedfloating; style/but themajority;areregular : customers I seeking evenoat- theuttermost. extremity'.that, work;which; is
unobtainable> bn" the outskirts of civilis-ation. iyl :f-j r.wl’ -'/it'A V;-•
utMyselfapd mate.belbhgeditocthe primal
category. We started from Taradale,

near Napier, .on the 19th Aprildast, and
armedswith: the inevitable; blankets, ,ete.,
euphemistically termed“ bluey,”; directed
ourselvesctowardsrßussell’a t Station, Tuna
Nui; :with; the> lidea ?of Imspeoting jsome

manuka ' scrub'; for the ; cutting.s of which
tenders^had been nailed. Calling at
Lowry’s and thenShrimpton’s;stations;e»
route wewerereceived in theway-usually
extended to travellers?(by.the way, a true
“ swagger ” invariably alludes tohis pere-
grinations ;as travelling, .and his occupa-
tion as. traveller) i that is to..say the life of
the “ fatted calf” was hot jeopardised in
the least. At the latter station we were
joinedby one of the;greatest “ travellers ”

surely New Zealand has ever seen,:at.any
rate'l should like, to hear of any greater,
his narrative would be interesting indeed.
A fine stalwart fellow, one of the “ men of
Devon,” something over 40 years of age,
inclined to be sandy, and with the most
curious-, impediment in his speeoh; which
gave origin. to some ludicrous combina-
tions. Such impediment consisted of the
interpolation between the syllables of the
little words “ in’-a.” Now I leave it to
you, curious reader, • to try the effect of
such in the description say of a horse race
for Frank, our friend was christenedFrank
G—y, was very’fond of narrating stories
of the gay old English turf of 20 odd years
back. Excitement choked his utterance
at these times, and several seoonds elapsed
before the result of the race really became
known. It did not require much musing
to locate the cause of his vicissitude. He
had : drifted into the vortex of that wild
gambling fever of our fathers, and had en-
joyed to the full all its oonoomitant at-
tractions. We were indeed glad of his
company, for he knew every track in the
province, or I believe in New Zealand for
that matter. The reflection occurred to
me what an extraordinarily good soldier
he would have made, uniting as he did the
wonderful skill of the Australian black
tracker with that indomitable English
pluck—the admiration of the world.

Needless to say we were disappointed
over our contract, as were likewise a good
many others. : The accepted tender,
which “ happened” to be the lowest (what
a farce that fiction of “ the lowest or any
tender not necessarily accepted” is be-
come)was themunificentsum of 2s;fid.per
acre and as the scrub to be operated upon
was far from being light, 1 that “ successful
tenderer” would have to be a problem as
relentless as the sphinx’s, and end pro-
bably by “ skipping by the light of the
moon” to the detriment of the long
suffering laborer. - Thank goodness the
-wisdom of : our Parliament is becoming
alive to the injustice inflicted on’these
men through the criminal incapacity iof
contractors. The- owners are-to be held
in future directly responsible for any
remissness on the contractor’s; part •< to
pay- wages. Bravo* Democracy 1 "There
•was ' nothing' before ; us now- but) stern
tramping. However, it' > came on -wet,
-verywet/and 1our departure;was ; deferred

circumßtances/ and made a start- for
'Waterhouse’s bThe/rain
-Btdrm G overtb6klus, jand by : the
reached our destination we were in; that

condition, dear to the imagination of
irreverent Arabs, when theiy tell eaoh
other with appropriate accompaniment,
that they’ll make ’ein so / their “own
mother - won’t knqw ’em-" It.may bo
mentioned that‘at this.season of.the-year
this
ably. Bound, a bickering ,fire in an /old
shearers’ whare, with /the rain , pelting
down in torrents, and the wind madly
howling, through the crevices, we listened
to as a graphic an account 6f th6*oiyil wftr
of America as ever *1oi|rr !gave birth to. Frank /had Idono/a lot/of
travelling in America, and in a variety pt
ways, the most “ unusual” being on.‘a
oowoatoher, a mode of,progression about
as novel as the whale-back adventure of
our ancient mariner, Captain Jookeon
Barry. This particular trip extended for
forty miles, and was the oonoluding/part
of a journey from ’Frisco to Chicago.
Our mend didnot oome. out scatheless, as
his .cheeks were torn and shredded by the
gravel stirred up. The next day inymato
and I derided to push onto Kuripapanga,
en route for Inland Patea. Frank had
long ago determined never to leave
Hawke’s Bay, and so we were reluctantly
compelled: to separate. We were destined
to meet many queer characters in our
wanderings, but none of the stamp and
individuality of Frank G——y. Suoh a
one on the stage would strike a ohord of
sympathetic humour. Good natured.
happy-go-lucky, high-minded, dare devt
he was never meant for a narrow pre-
judiced robbing city. life; a very typo
of the all prevailing Englishmen that nas
built up our British Empire. Civilisation
was not for you; you .ore. its pioneer.
Fraud and sham and cant, the embodi-
ment of the second stage, are not for. you.
Farewell, and may your shadow never
grow less.

Work on, these stations in winter is
not required, many of them carrying
about 80,000 sheep, employ about five
hands on on average. Such a state of
affairs must intensify, the conviction that
a hundred smaller, stations would be more
conducive to the Colony's,welfare.

We managed to seoure work at
Moawhango after a tramp of nearly a
hundred miles from Napier. Moawhango
is a native settlement,; which prohibi-
tionists will be pleased to learn has
closed its only pub; to say that drinking
has consequently ceased, however,, would
be a gross perversion of the truth. A
tremendous quantity of whisky, is Im-
ported through, the medium ,of the coach
from Huripapanga, and apparently, the
traffic is conducted in a. perfectly legal
manner. . Orders are. sent down,, and the
whisky is forwardedrjn xesponse.
iSap.
during,onr stay, natives in
being present , from .Tappo,
iWairoai iBangitikei,Napier, j So.///Ao
•amusing incident pcojuaroaR iocconnection
;withthriadyent.of the? Taupo,contingent.

-forwardtofor days/aadwfictijwordcraae
rfo handrthat .they were
odenlyitfdevised
..honours were: put into motion, (mi
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bold spirit suggested a military salute.
That suggestion was carried out, but the
consequences had not been foreseen.
When the signal was given the whole
available battery “fired a volley.” In-
stantly the Taupo contingent misinter-
preting the motive of such demonstra-
tion, valiantly made a hostile charge, and
seemed somewhat intent on gore. It
took a 'lot of palaver to convince them
that the intentions had been strictly of a
friendly nature; in fact the female mem-
bers ranged themselves in irregular lines,
and blubbered unceasingly for about five
hours. Facility in weeping has always
been a leading female virtue; it is
intensely cultivated amongst the
Maoris. There must have been fully
1500 Natives at the gathering. The
greatest hospitality was extended to the
handful of Europeans present; several en-
terprising Natives conducted with great
success, a shooting gallery and a spielers
“wheel of fortune,’’ with all the patter
and “business” complete ; another ran a
shaving saloon, a candle box and the back
of a statwart youth doing duty as the
“ chair.” The operator however was very
expert but of surpassing ugliness and
creepy ferocity. The haka was danced
by about 300 male and female; the vocal
part being performedby a perfect Stentor,
with limbs throwing into the shade a
Dinnie or a Miller. These functions
show clearly the transition of the Maori
into civilisation. The presence of the old
fighting men, the fiery enthusiasm of the
ancient dames rouse the dancers at times
to a pitch of frenzy and paroxysm of
horrible contortion, but then comes the
remembrance of the present, and the
comic aspect never before of course
visible, strikes them, added to which are
heard irreverant remarks from Maori
outsiders called by footballers “ barrack,'
which is sometimes excruciatingly funny.
The Maoris are now in a very interesting
stage ; very willing to assume the habits
and manners of their European neigh-
bours and yet loth to part with their old
traditions and customs. These conflict-
ing emotions constantly at work produoe
at times some queerresults. Most of the
land round Moawhango belongs to the
Natives. I am afraid their extravagance
will compel them very shortly to realise
extensively; it has already had that effect
in a small way. This is a rare district
for wild horses, a splendid trade being
done with Napier, etc. The crack rough
rider is a deaf and dump Maori known
far and wide as “dummy.” There are
undoubtedly many elevated traits in the
character of a Maori but, as a rule,
beware of the half-caste. He saems
to inherit the worst qualities of his
parents and his father is as often as not a
very “ rough diamond.” Gunning and

-jealousy Beem to be their prevailing
• characteristics, We severed our connec-
tion with Moawhango, through dearth of
work, with a certain amount ofreluct-

; ano'e, and once more; though with lighter
hearts, strode forth on the “broad high-
way.” The road between here and Huh-
terville is the worst, I should imagine, in
New Zealand; we were upl to our knees

:: ih mud .’ and at times oould travelno

more than at the rate of 1£ miles per
hour. The scenery, however, is sublime,
and theroute will no doubt be a favourite
one for tourists travelling to the Hot
Lakes when the roads are. improved.
Government could with advantage spend
a few thousands on this road. We made
straight for Wellington by train, dis-
couraging accounts having reached us as.
to the condition of the labour market at
Palmerston, etc., arriving here on" the
Bth June. We were not long in the
ranks of the “ unemployed," though the
occupation was somewhat ■ precarious,
resembling that of the famous coster
“up and down, round the town, its any-
thing to earn an honest brown.” The
nature of the labour requirements of New
Zealand conduces to heavy congestion of
surplus: labour in wintertime, and there
will despite all reformatory changes be
always a certain amount of “ swagging,”
but the recognition of the immortal tenet
of divine Liberalism that “every man,
woman, and child, has a right to live” is
daily becoming more apparent, and its
fruition will be the emancipation of those
who are struggling for a bare pittance.
I cannot close without a reference to that
band of zealous reformers who have set
themselves to cope with the octopus of
drink. Had the working men of this
colony, through whose hands the bulk of
our National debt has. filtered, retained
that which they dissipated in drink they
would indeed be now the “ Kings of New
Zealand.” When I speak of that “ band
of zealous reformers,” I do not allude
particularly to those who ostentatiouslydisplay their extravagant ideas in the
cause of ultra temperance, but I have in
my mind those noble hearted men and
women, who by the strength of example
and the intensepower of conviction, are
every day in this our favored land
changing the ideas of those misguidedbeings, who are in the habit of consider-
ing proficiency. in drinkiflg an indication
of the assumption of manliness. Prohi-
bition is the doctrine of the Draconians,
of the unskilful, therefore the most
voluble. Amputation can be avoided
and a cure yet effected.. Young New
Zealand has not yet acquired a just ap-
prehension of the intensity of the situa-
tion ; the sooner it does so the better.
Let us all rally round those who are,
firstly, patriotic, for as Tennyson says,
“ that man’s the best cosmopolite who
loves his native country best: secondly,
who have extensive knowledge of that
which the country really does require;
and, thirdly, the aptitude and determina-
tion to put into effect .that knowledge.”
With these reflections I make my exit,
satisfied if I have created a. single throb
of interest, to be taken in the strange
life of “ swaggers," and caused those who
look down, as from an ampitheatre, upon
the struggling massesbelow, to remember
that generous impulses;and warm hearts
beat there as well as amongst themselves,
that the highest embodiment of noble
attributes is represented there,,concurrentwith all that is wretched .and; miserable
and, vile in this , our peculiar : bodily , en-vironment;, Life'is short. . Why not .en-
deavour to make it. happier;! ; New Zea-

land has a glorious destiny; it awaits
willing; hands and brains to mould it into
shape. ....

Sairey Snodgins goes to
the Circus.

To begin with, let
me tell you, Mr.
Heditor, as I ’ave a
sneekin’ regard for
cirkus’s, an’ it gives
me'a grate deel of
plesure in recallin'
my childish impres-
huns of them, one of
wich was that : the
horses ..had sugar-
coated-backs, an’that
the ladies;, as rode

them must be hongels, or else when
they jumped threw them burnin’ hoops
they would ’ave been burnt. Well, I don’t
meen to say as they iassinates me as
much now as they did then, still they
d!oes fassinate me, an’ when; Snodgins
came home, an’ says, “ Sairey, my deer,
would you like to goto Fillis’s cirkus ?"■ I
did not reloose.

So ’avin’ had tea, I dressed myself in
my white gown, with a yeller sworve.
jacket (as was goin’ in the swell seets,
an’ wanted to look nice) an* my best
vieletbonnet, an’ Snodgins an’ Iwas soon
wendin’ our Way to the reclamed land.
"When we got to were the enormus tent
was put hup, I was dasselledby the blaze
of lite, the shootin’ gallery, ah’ the frute
stalls, an’ a man was standin’. at - the
entrance shoutin’ “ 2s this way to Fillis’s
cirkus,” all of ' wich reminded me of.
Sanger’s cirkus an’ menagary, as used to,
delitemy childhoods days when it pade a
visit to our town. "

. .

-Well, we accepts the man’s invitashun
an’ warks in, an’ was surprised to find
ourselsface to face, with the beests of the
forest, an’ a thril of terror ran strata down
my backbone when I sees in a cage all
by hisself the King of Beests, a lion, an’
on his cage was the name “ Pashier.”

“ I hopes as they doesn’t bring that
hanimal inter the ring, Snodgins,” I says.

“ Not afrade, Sairey, are you ?” he says.
“ Oh, no, Snodgins,” I says, but I con-

fess to you, Mr. Heditor, as I didn't like
the look of “ Pasher’s ” eye, as seemed to
take a dislike to my sworve jacket. .So I
moved away from “ Pasher ” as. quick as
I could without letting. Snodgins see as I
was afrade, an’ after looking at theponyies,
as is the deerest little creeturs in the
world, we crossed over to the other side
to see the monkeys, tigers, helephants. an’
&c. After lookin’ at the helephants, aB 1
thinks the ridicalasest hanimals as ever I
seen, with there long trunks an’fialppy
ears, there little eyes an’ tales to match,
wich a man, a. blackey-man,; asked me to
’ave a ride on, sayin’: “ No need for you to
climb up onter his back, mem, he will lift
you.hup hisself with his trunk, mem;"
: “ No, thank; you,’’ I saysj j‘‘ I prefers to
stand:

•We then-moved"on tocthetigers cage,
an’ Snodgins turns to me an’ says: .noi-1 .
-J beleevejf Sairey,”ihei
■jlrJwui'i' cue-si bsticL s~tf '
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of them tigers bit the face of his trainer,
Cox, in Christchurch,” he says.

“Howdredful, Snodgins,”Isays, “ how.
did it happen ?” I says.

“He has a fite with the tiger,'” he says»
“an* finishes hup by puttin’ his head
inter its mouth,” he says.

“ I almost feel inclined to say serve him
rite, as seems to me to be a temptin’ of
Provender,” Isays, “an’hopes as he'll
not do it to-nite.”

“Let’s hope not, Sairey, for your sake,”
he says.

We then moved onto the monkeys cage,
as are old frends of mine, as ’ave seen
many in Eastarn gardens an’ Newßriteon
Winter Gardens, in Cheshire, an’ after
lookin’ at them for a few minits I turned
my back on the cage an’ says to Snodgins:

“My deer,” I says. “ shall we go into
the—"

“Grate Provender, perserve me," I
egsclamed, as I felt somethink cluch hold
of my best vielet bonnet, “ what’s
hat?”

“ Only the monkey takin’ a fancy to
your bonnet, Sairey,” Snodgins re-
turns. '

“ Only," I says, as I put hup my hand
to my head, an’ felt the bonnet gone,
sure enuff—“ an’ what do you perpose I
shud do now, Sam’el Snodgins ?” I.
says, as don t like to helaffed at.

“Oh, you must grin an’ bare it,
Sairey,” he says, “ an’ go inter the cirkus
as you are, an’ people will think as you is
in evenin’ dress,” he says.

“ I spose that is all I can do," I says,
savage, as glancin’ at the wreoh as stole
my bonnet I saw him dividin’ the spile
an’one had the nbbins am’another the
Hour, while he had the shape stuck on his
hugly head, an’ was makin’ the most
horful nises as I spose he called laffin’, in
wich the silly bystanders jined.

“Come along, Snodgins,” I says, “as
’ave no wish to be the laffin' stock of this
crowd,” I says.

So heerin’ the band strike hup a
serlecshun of mocsic we hurried inside
an’ took our seets, an’ I notissed as I was
the only one without a bonnet.

Of course the usual thing was gone
threw—clown bissness an’ a clever lady
on a bare-backed horse, then a hacro-
batic performance by the clever Feeley
family, as must ’ave been made of
erlastic, specially the little boy an’ girl,
as seemed to be able to do anythink at
all, the boy turnin’ a double summersalt
from the shoulders of one man to
another. Then came Mr. Fillis hisself,
as did some dashin’ devil-may-care ridin’,
finishin’ hup with his great feat of
jumpin’onter.the bare back of his horse
while it was runnin' full speed an’ litin’
on his feet. Then the Feeley childeren
came out an’ was histed up the ceelin’
neerly onter what is, I ■ beleeve, called a
trap-ease, then they spred a fishinVnet
under them,, an’ soon after they started,
there manoovers, the little, girl fell,,an*
set my hart a thumpin’ an made ine so,
egscited as I did’nt know what I'ms
doin, an’ I called out,, “ Dont let her go
hup that ere agen, you mite as well
make a man-of-war other at aace.” ‘

turned' to 100k 1at inis, ah’

Snodgins pulled me onter my chair agen,;
sayin’ “Sairey, don’t get so egsited, the'
child isn’t hurt," he says. . V

“ But, oh Snodgins," I says, “ isn’t it
a dreadful way to get a livin,”T says,
“ as these poor people when they starts
thereperformance never knows whether ;
they will wark home dead or alive, ’‘ I;
says, “ and the ;pity of it is thatif they'
dosn’t do somethink outrageus and dan- '
gerus they don’t seem to be happre-‘
sheated,” I says. • l-1

“ That’s so,Sairey," he says, “ an’such
is the poplar publick taste, but try not
to get so egsited, Sairey, you is too
ermoshunal, my deer,’’ her says, “but 1
see, here comes the helefants; so try to
keep carm, Sairey.” : ■Well, I did try, Mr. Heditor, but whenL

I seen the trainer put his head in one of-
the helefant’s mouth my hart stud still.
I put my hand to my eyes—l lisaen—l
heer ’somethink fall. Grate Hevens! it
is his head—I looks hup egspeotin’. tov
seethe hedless .trunk of a man, but no!. 1there stud the man, with, his hed on,
smilin, “ Thank Heaven” I egsolaimed,
“ he’s safe.” •

“ Who’s safe, Sairey ?” says Snodgins.;
“Why the trainer, of coorse,” I says,,

“as thort I heerd his hed fall to the;
ground.”

“Poor old girl," he says, “ p’raps.we-
had better go home now, Sairey, as you
seems a bithupset, an’ they mite bring
the lions out,” he says, “ an’ more than
that they might bring that blessed tiger
out, thehanimal that put its teeth through.'
trainer Cox’s cheek m Christchurch, an’
nearly bit his hed off?”

“ Then come, Snodgins,” I saysj “ for
I ’ave suffered with my nerve-strings this
blessed nite,” I says “as thinks I am
gettin’ too oldfor thiskind of thing,” I says.

“ Oh, that little girl falling, upset you,
Sairey. You’ll be all rite when you get
outside,"he says. ••

So we went out, an’ just to the rite
where the hanimals is, I saw lyin’ on the
ground whatI thort was a fur cloke, ’an I
moved away a bit from Snodgins an’
stooped to pick it hup, when the fur cloke
gets hup, an’ Heven perserve me 11 stood
face to face with a big brown bare. I
stood petrifide. I could not mover-1
could not speek—till seein’ it advanoe on
its hind legs, an’ its fore legs openready
to hug me, I gave a feerful screech, an’

' fell faintin’ to the ground, an’ remembered
no more till I found myself lyin’ on my
own bed, an’ Snodgins stancun’ by me.

“ How do you feel now, Sairey ?” he
says. . / ;

“ The bare 1 whereis thebare ?’’ I says,
shudderin’.

“ Oh, he’s all rite, as when we heerd-
you screemj” he says, “me an” one or
two, others threw him down, dragged you
away, an’ got you inter a cab, an’ kare
you is safe an’ sound, Sairey,” he says, u

*
“ Yes, thanks to your bravery, Sam’el, :

my deer,” I says, “as mite ’aye been a;
sorrowin’widderernow,” ;I says,

All’s.weU as ends weU»’ Shakes-;
peer sayis,;Sairey, my deer,* hevaysj jtjcu
nowget
he. ;?.v r -I<r. 'rrj <4% g*CV»'.

tbinkin' how neer you were made a
widderer, an’, hojv all theFAin. P|^X 4 staff
mite ’aye! been attmdih’^tho| funereal™
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ends

■ ,i:-. .in ;v r*;;; vui
Something tbat Coaeernti

- ■••>' -a^rwpjr^o^rv;’ ii;l^
“ 0 «>ad some power thogiftidgio

ToaeeourseU oa itheff. , tVn
;WS intend continuing .our; series* *

of character readings in cOnneo-™
tion with the publication'; of*
likenesses of public men.,!;

{ j
and correctly done it willi heighten*
the interest ordinarily taken in ;tKsj
photographs published. /

)

.We - have made, special /

ments withProfessor Robert-Wuriss i
to supply written delineations of char®
acter, hnd any of ohr country'
who would like to have carefully
ranged, and reliable phrenological*
readings of the character 'of them*o
selves, their friends, or relatives, eiJu
do so by sending a 7photo” to >
Manager of Fair Plat, Wellington/;
when the reading will be forwarded 1;
to the sender. ;

This is a feature which has never
;

been introduced in the colonies before' 1
and giving, as it does, all the adyant-j
ages of a personal examination,
out its inconveniences, must pneet<[
with the approval of our readers. i

FEES: A delineation of character •

with printed chart, 55.; a complete/
written delineation of character, lOs. [

Boys and girls, before being put-
to a trade or profession,' or ,givei»*a,
higher education, /should.haye ; jfchgEPi
characters,read,, so, that they
that .calling inilif&jforjwfiich t&eyp$are naturally; adapted. JWher&theres %

All inquiries tmdfef' ‘-i -. frifralkl:to- *the;B MAkia«R; Fa»



THE

JUDGE’S SECRET.
BY ALFRED BALCH.

II. (continued).
All thiswhile May Jackson was grow-

ing up into the most winsome little
creature imaginable. - She was utterly
unlikeherbrother. She was capricious,
exceedingly pretty, as full of -coquetry
•s she could live; whimsical,;but just as
charming as a] sweet,. bright, lovable
American "girl should be, and she loved
her grave, stern brother as she loved no
human being. From a .time beyond
which she could remember .' nothing he
had been father and mother and brother
all in one.. He was never too busy to
listen to her wants and wishes, never
unwilling to'do things forher. He com-
forted herin her troubles, rejoiced when

lyings that, interested, her,, sure, of inter-
est and ’ help from him. And this feel-
ing-for her was an odd compound of pa-
terhal<and fraternal love; He had never
for: ione moment forgotten his pledge tofals dying mother,. nor. had it, in., truth
been difficult to keep, for liis love for.his
sister was a part of Will Jackson’s very
being.; -She amused him intensely as she
grew;. jap.Her,,capriciousness ;was.; ; a
source ofwonder, and she had the charm
for him of aconstant series of surprises.
The two attracted every one that met
them, and the i love they felt for each
other-was-a very beautiful thing.; n j i ■

In 1858.Will Jackson was 27, ;a.nd May
was a young’ iady just going into'society.
The: brother had been a partner in the
drmfori six- years, and had built hp for
himself, ;a( business whichj paid- him ,a
handsome income. It was at this time
that Miss Carrie Famham,’ a connection
of Judge Beach. came to Lynn, 'and
Will'.Jackson met his fate. H© fell in
love,with her as strong men fall in love;
hef . fairly worshiped the ground she
walked on. She, too, had not known
him;very long before she thought she
had never r seen such: a man before.
When she went home to Springfield she
left, the-memory of a lookfromher dark

j blue, eyes for Will Jackson to-.ponder
overhand when, in,the following August,
hefollowed hereto her home, and’ as they 1walked along a lane -one evening asked
her.a question the answer was //.Yes,”

- ; ,To his, dying day Will Jackson neyer
fdrgot that ’ latie and the smell of the
tWfiight time.; Friendsand relatives ap-

, proved,landtheday was tsef-for the wed-
«ding.j It> ithat May- wouldI hivei alterhated between- jealousy and

itnot thather pretty little
head was fified;Witii;thqughts;of;heriown .
just then. 'The timejjame for the wed-
ding," and| J’arnham went to Bos-popping.,;r imirnt hurry
dverthiap&rt of'.the'story,. There yyere .

over the etory wrecfcfai-d"
Will Jaysonfollowed the body of the

girl he loved as the .agony of the dead
inarch ■wailed and sobbedfrom the great
organ!

He went back tohis desk and plunged
into work to find distraction from his
sorrow. . He, never spoke of the girl.to
any one, repulsingfor the first time in
his life his 6ister May. Except that he
was graver than before there was little
change, in the man. The following year
May was married to Charlie Farnham,
a younger brother of the girl who was
gone,' and Will Jackson rejoiced over
his sister’s happiness. He behaved very
generously, he transferred all the prop-
erty they had together inherited in trust
for her and her, children. As Mr. Farn-
ham was employed in a bank in Boston
May went there to. live with her hus-
band,;but every week letters from Will
andherself crossed ealch other.

When,the gun which was fired-on
Fort Sumter in 1861 “echoed ’round the
world,” Will Jackson was one of the
first men in Lynn to volunteer. To such
a man the call issued by President Lin-
coln-came as'au order from heaven, and
when the Second Massachusetts' in-
fantry; wks recruited he at once signed
the roll. His choice of a regiment was
natural, for one of its officers, Capt.
and afterward Lieut., Col. C. R. Mudge,
who died at Gettysburg on July 8,1868,
and to . whose memory the beautiful
church of St. Stephens was afterward
built in Lynn, : was his greatest personal
friend.; Through-the long weary months
of,'fighting and marching Will Jackson
went steadily on, doing his duty, as he
did most things in this life—with-all his
might. ;

CHAPTER HI.

WhenGen.Lee invaded Pennsylvania,
and ithe Annies of-the'north gathered
hastily together under Gen. Meade to
repel: the .onward march-of- “the flag
with a single star,” the’ Second Massa-
chusetts was in its ; plabe - prepared to
take- part in ,vsdiat 'was to of the
mostmonientousjthdmbst-bloodybattles
<rf4her
was ..Will Jackson, a -private. stSi/yfor'
vain. The last time whenhis lieutenant

colonel liad urged him to accept, for
these two were fast friends as ever, he
had said with a laugh, “Old man, after
this wax is over there will be mighty
fewprivates, and I’m after all the dis-
tinctionI can get.” So the subject was
dropped—forever, as it turned out.
It was two days before the line of fire

which was to end the lives of so many
brave men on each side began, as Reyn-
olds’ corps struck Heth’s men, that Will
Jackson, coming in from sentry duty,
found the mail had arrived and recog-
nized the handwriting of his sister. As
he read the letter his face grew very
stern, and he more than once clenched
his fist unconsciously. It was a long
letter, full of repetitions and . contra-
dictions, but he made out that May had
discovered her husband was in the power
of a lot of men who were urging him to
do something, she knew not exactly
what, but which wouldutterly ruin him.
In one sentence she declared that Charlie
was innocent of wrong doing, and in the
next she implored her brother by all the
love he had always shownfor.her, by his
love for his mother, by his love for . the
girl who was gone, by his love for the
baby his sister held in her arms, to save
that baby’s father. She came to him,
she said, when she could go to no one
else—he alone could do anything.

As Will Jackson sat there far into the
night heedless of military calls a fearful
struggle went on within him. He knew
as every man in the fast, gathering hosts
knew that a great battle was pending.
His sense of duty to his country,' his
pride in his own good name, his soldier’s
instinct alike made the idea of desertion
intolerable to him. And yet—-it 'was
May’s husband and Carrie’s brother!
Ashe thought he took out the picture of
his dead love and kissed it passionately.
If he waited for the battle he might: be
killed, and then — May was right, there
was no one else who could dothis thing.

But the shame of it! the bitter, intol-
erable shame! Men would say, and
say with apparent reason, that he,had
deserted coward fashion! He, Will
Jackson, through whose veins no drop
of coward’s blood ever ran! He would
be false to his country when it needed
him, false to that flag he loved and idol-
ized, as he loved and idolized the mem-

■ ory of his mother! He would be false to
the oath he swore before Gk>d andinan
to fight , for the Union until the end;
he, who . had never consciously .broken .

his lightest word, would do this thing.
It was too much to ask, too much to de-
mand of him, and burying his head in
his hands he prayed the cup might pass
from him. .

“Carrie’s brother, yMay’s husband!
May’s husband, Carrie’s .brbther!” V

•
It rang through his brain like. a dull

refrain of torture. ‘ Could "he refuse to
sacrifice, himself? .it was truejhe. r was
askedtto lay himself; bn; the
with hisbwh hands he was asked*tp
oht.his,^ridp,;

liis idyaity,,,Hishpndr!;'Bf ut.
) couldThe ‘refuse?, t Couldthe .refuse?'/Itl

waswfio'woiti go-wlio*woiiia dftwfflore
his eyes in the foul waters of oxime and

Hold the littleone for Will to take. He
had never seen the child before.
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shame unless he jumped ,iri to save!
Could he refuse? 1 Could he refuse?

To give his : life for the man who had
brought this misery on him would, he
thought, have been so easy." But to give
himself, his honor,5 his word, his loyalty;
it wasvery, very hard! It'was character-
istic of the man that he' spoke’nor
thought no word of curse against his
brother-in-law. To him the supreme
decision he was called on to make was
all in all. Oh theone side were Ms pledge
to his mother (and in the still'night he
seemed to hear her words again), Ms love
for the sister, and Ms love for his dead;
on the other were Ms honor, Ms loyalty,
Ms pride, his plighted faith! No wonder
when he rose from Ms seat and walked
down the long line of the bivouac he
should have staggered as one who has
taken strong drink. For when the
morning roll call rang out Private Will-
iam Jackson was absent. A hurried
search and a yet more hurried court-
martial followed, but Gettysburg was
but one day off and men had too much
to tMnk of to spend time in wonder
over the absence of one. His friends
mourned for a brief space, but many of
them died in the angle or along the thin
lines of blue which charged and repelled
alternately, and the desertion was for-
gotten save and except for a brief para-
graph in the note book of the adjutant
of the regiment.

That May should weep and laugh as
she felt the strong arms of her brother
around her once more, and with the
childlike faith she always had in him
should know it was all right now, was
hut natural. It was natural, too, that
she should send for her baby, and. with
the air of a queen bestowing the most
cherished of all decorations hold the lit-
tle one out for Will to take. He had
never seen the child before, and he was
conscious as she looked up at Mm with
her dark blue eyes—tMs little Carrie
with the other Carrie’s eyes—and
laughed at the grave, sorrow worn face
that bent over her, of a great wave of
love swelling in his heart. God was
good to Will Jackson. Already he felt
his sacrifice had been accepted. The
deep lines which suffering had graven
on Ms countenance with her firmest
touch attracted May’s attention, but be-
yond exclaiming, “Why, Will, how old
you look!” and supposing it came from
“this awful war,” she thought little of
it. Her brother, as he answered her
gently, smiled somewhat bitterly.

He had reached Ms sister’s house about
10 o’clock' in the morning, and Charlie
Farnham’ did hot come back until din-ner, at 6! .yPhen he saw.his brother-ux-
law he flushed., up rather .uneasily, ior
while he had known nothing of May’s
letter he instinctively felt something
was coming.;, After dinner he proposed,to take.Will around to the club, and the
latter went’.gladly enough ,; In a hotel
corridor .afterward Will noticed . that
Charlie was hailed by two or three men
yho looked decidedly fast. One of them
in particular, aMr. Cochran, Mr. jack-
con felt a sudden dislike for. The

was tall, well'dressed, with ablondemus-:
tache and a sufficiently:pleasant 'man-
ner, but he had shifty eyes. 'Abouthalf
past 9 the two went home, where'they
saw Mayfor a few- moments, andshe
then hid them good night. -Asshe kissed
her brother: shewhispered, “You* ]p*>m-

‘ ised,” and he satisfied her with a look:
For all day long;May had pleaded with
him that he make it easy for Charlie; like
many women, she had called in a power
ofwhich,when itcame, she was genuine-
ly afraid. The two: men went into the
library .lighted theircigars,and asCharlie
walkednp and down theroom somewhat
nervously Will sat at T the table absently
drawing heads on the blotting pad.

“Charlie,” he said at ■ last without
looking up, “when your sister Carrie
died I thought there was nothing more
for me in this life. Then you and May
loved each other, and I gave her gladly
to you. You two and little Carrie are
all 1 have in the world. 1 would give
my life for either of you, my brotherl”

The deep music of the tones ceased as
the hand went idly on sketching heads
on the blotting pad. CharlieFarnham
stood still, his hand pressed on his heart,
his face very pale and the cigar burning
on the hearth where he had thrown it. ‘ ’ 1

“It sometimes happens in this life,”
began Will again, “that a man becomes
entangled in the nets ofscoundrels with-
out intentionalwrong on his parti Then
it is the place, the duty, the privilege of
those who love him to set him free; Is
there anything that I have a right to do
for you, you who are the brother of, my
dead love and the husband of my sis-
ter?”

The man spoken to paced rapidly back
and forward, while the man who spoke
did not look up to see the other’s shame.

“I deserted from the army”—Charlie
started and looked at Will as the latter
moistened his dry lips—“becauseI heard
you were.in trouble. It was a.great sac- -
rificel made for you, my brother, and
now I am here to help you mid to save.”

~~

CHAPTER IV.

Charlie’
flungMmseif
andVwith! ;lire; lattes, arm; around; .jum; V
tectonlys&d> iisCftory.V Eel-biad * ofoe.;
eveningfat/be cluh/when he was mth*
Cochran, written the signature of Mr.
Fkgrd, the president of the bank in

wmon n© was a teUer.'on a ptooa of
paper. The paper wasblank at the
time, and he had donethiatlxing more to
show he oould ebw. He
had no thought fOr>
gotten the wholebrndhees tmtil a week
afterward, when Oochratf ha&shown it
to him withUnoto it at
sixty
der and indoraed on the backto Cooh-
ran. -v • /" >, *.//.).

The signature OTv as
mnoh a forgery as was that of Hr.
Floyd, but the forgerywas very good,
and one of Oochran’sfrienda waeready
to swear he saw Farnham write the ih-r

dorsement. Since thenthey hadbeen
making hia life’a miserytohim,demahd-
ing that he'give themtht rcombinatioh
of the safe; He had beensoafraid’ hi
might yield that he had gone to the'
cashier and askid him 'to change the4combinatioh.sd' that now he did hot'.,
know it When he told Cochrah of the
change
angry and had ordered him to find out
thenew series at once or take‘ the’ oonse-
quences. :

4

r .'./ JV'./ '.',l"'''.l i‘‘Why did you not go to Mr. Iloyd
and tell him the whole story?’ asked
Will./ ' - . ‘-/f :./■

“Because they threatened to have the
note'discounted in. New York.andthe
bank which cashed, it would haveheld"
me.? • •••>■ --.’lt if, t firm •

Will Jackson was . silent, marveling in
his own soul that men could be so weak.
“Where is this note?’ he asked at last’/ 1

“I think Cochran has >it 'in his rooms.
He says it is in New York, but he ia
such a liar I' do not beheve him.
Will, can you get me out of this scrape?
I swearI will neyer get intb 'another as
longue I live; ‘ For May’s sake ahd littie
Carrie’s yohwill do' Wfllf?

“Yds;-for Cause’s' sake,"
Will, pressing hisarm sldb
where th&.piciture rested’.'; ' //‘' '/ .

“Where does this man live?* heasked.
“He has roomsfat 17 MUk wad

you can alwayafihd him hefora IIV/ //;
Ikhgandearnestiythetwh

the one protesting againand ,-hgfda’;his
repentance and his resolve toleada bet-
ter iifeirand the other counseling In.
kindly fashion, n At last' theyseparated!
and Charlie. after seeing his brother-ini
law to his room, went to his own with a
lighter, heartthanhehadknowh/for
many a day. i May. was !awake, and be-«
fore he slept he nad told.his;! ;wife the
stdryj-butthey yere both bappy,£or was
notWill there? . f ‘

/
In' tlto mean time Will Jackson threw

himself ohhitfhedrarid!ing ,u It seeniedHto him that the
fortheawfultrialhe
was sopitifnl'so' toeahl: VHeKcauldu se<& ,J

thomentogetiierl foolish CharHefexcited
withwineandfullofamiserablebntvadd; -
whiletheotherSßattherCandluretthim
intoftbeirnetohAndfithen/ Alittle cour*
age,a hfewould
bayebeeirJe?kyrith'|riß pathyto-j^tolffi/
night he seemed to hear a dead girl’s
voice fuUofsratitudeandlovel

To be continued, , /

Charlie Farnham broke down.
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ON
THE
WING

The Woodville Examiner has recently
gone in.for ancient history and is repro-
ducing from the . archives of Victoria a
highly varnished chronicle of the adven-
tures-of'Ned Kelly, the bushranger.—
Chestnut!

The erudition displayed by the Wai-
raira/pa ■ Observer in a recent leading
article anent the political situation in
Italy, is worthy of reproduction. The
editor in referring to Victor Emmanuel
speaks of him as II JRe galantuomo
and then for the benefit of his readers
who were.unacquainted with Italian,
gives the following translation in paren-
thesis—4 • The gentleman King.’ ’ Where
our friend learned Italian we are at a loss
to say, but we are morally certain that'he
could never have studied the biography
of Victor Emmanuel to place such an in-
terpretation on the term galantuomo as
applied to him. Victor Emmanuel was
notoriously a libertine ; his intrigues not
being confined to the ladies of his court,
but extending to the contadini as well.
Galantuomo was satirically applied and
referred to his numerous , amours; and
liasons, Again our contemporary refers
to the triumvirateofGaribaldi, Cavour and
Victor Emmanuel. - Why the slight placed
upon Mazzini ? who. wasreally, the brains
of the combination. "We fear, we gravelyfear that, the article .wa,s evolved from a
ladies’ boarding school, “ Ollendorf ” and
an out-of-date copy of “ Men of Mark,”

The expenditure on the Labour De-
partment last year was £4192.

The following story which is told of aLondon Judge, epitomises one’s ideal of a
summing up that is brief and to the
point. ’; It should recommend itself to
some of om’ long-winded arbitrators mNew Zealand:—“ The case being tried'was one against a railway company for
the loss of a bag. After a somewhat
lengthy hearing, the judge summed up to
the jury thus: ‘Gentlemen, the plaintiff
claims damages for the loss of his bagagainst the company. They are alwayslosing bags; they lost mine when Iwas
on oircuit. Consider your verdict.’ ”

Our Wairarapa contemporary is not
afraid to hit out .from the shoulder, as thefollowing quotation from, a leading article
in a recent issue shows:—“ Racing in the
Wairarapa-is ,a farce. There is,nothing
honest?or legitimate about it. Instead ofbeing a> test of horsemanship and of the
stamina of; horses, it has become the
medium? ; for loafing spielers and smart
adventurers to fleece the unsuspectingpubhp."% ‘1 1 ‘

Mr. A. J. M'Bredie, of the Railway
Engineers Department at Dunedin, has
been promoted to he assistant to the
engineer-in- chief.

Mr. George Jones, proprietor of the
Oamaru Mail, who has been for a trip
to England and the continent for the
benefit of his health, has returned to
Oamaru. He claims that he is much
better for his trip.

The petitions for dissolutionof marriage
in New Zealand in 1888 were 35; in
1889 there were 26; in 1890,24; in 1891,
31; and in 1892 30, of which 18 were
granted,

Mr. Robert McNab, M.H.R. has re-
signed his commission in the volunteer
force as Captain of the “ G ” Battery,
N.Z.A.

The Feilding Star is very anxious that
the municipality should sink for artesian
water .and is urging the inhabitants to
subscribe towards that purpose.

A story is told about one of the newly
elected Mayors in the North of England
which is good enough to be true. Enter-
tained at a banquet after his election he,
in returning thanks, was anxious to make
it Known that no party considerations or
personal favours should warp his action
whilst holding the high office to which he
had been called. “In fact, gentlemen,”
he said, “in my opinion the Mayor
of an important borough like this
shouldbe, like Caesar’s wife, all things to
allmen.”

Mr. George Bell, the proprietor of the
Dunedin Star, celebrated his 85th birth-
day a few days ago. Mr. Bell is still a
healthy old gentleman and capable of
writing an interesting article. His great
age jgoes far to prove the fallacy of the
theory that journalistsas arule die young.

Mr. Mark Cohen, editor of the Dunedin
Star, has consented to stand as a candi-
date for the Otago Education Board.

Jackson Palmer, the defeated candidate
for Waitemate, has brought a petition
against the validity of the election of
Richard Monkpraying that it'be set aside.
Considerable excitement has been .oc-
casioned in the district by the action, as
it is stated that the petitioner feels sure of
victory. The time has been set for the
case to be heard,and both sides are.work-
ing hard. If the precedent of upsetting
elections on the plea of money having,been expended is. established, hardly one
of our legislators will be safe in his seat.

The speculation in political circles now
is, if .Sir Robert Stout is unseated who
will the candidates be who will contest thebv-election.

Is the rumour true that Mr. H. D. Bell
contributed largely towards the election
expenses of Sir Robert Stout ?

“In a recent English breach-of-pro-mise case, the defendant, a farmer, ex-
plained that he had broken off the match
because he wanted the money he had
saved for the wedding to buy manure
with,. It was a choice between love andfertiliser, and he chose the fertiliser.
The jury apparently regarded themanure
as an additional insult, and the

were- something awful.” This reminds
one of Mark Twain’s Black Forest
romance, where the possession of large

€

hoards of manure constituted the mil-lionaire of that country.
A contemporary says that sandwiches

are now being made by machinery in
England. We were always under the
impression that the average railway
sandwich was turned out by a lathe. ,

It is rumored that the Ministry will on
the assembling of Parliament propose
that Sir Maurice O’Borke be elected
Speaker. Our sympathy goes out for the
late poet Speaker who will undoubtedly,
like crushed violets, give us Ms
sweetest poetical scent, if defeated.

The Marlborough Weekly Times in a
recent leading article goes into hysterics
over the wickedness of gambling' by
means of the “ totalisator,” and with a
snug consciousness of rectitude congra-
tulates itself on the fine imposed upon
Mr. Patterson, a Wellington bookmaker.
Now what does the Times want? The
millenium has not as- yet arrived, and it
would be just as easy to put down
moderate drinking as gambling.. Why
then is it not better to regulate the evil,
if evil it be, by certain restraining laws ?

Men will bet as long as the element
of chance exists, unless the entire
nature of the animal is altered, and legiti-
mate Control is much better than the
farcical theory ofabolition. Let the Times
study human nature a little more closely
from a practical point of view, and it will
cease its wailings in favour of a theory
that is as impracticable as it is absurd.

A Canterbury farmer was fined £5 and
costs for using a cancelled postage stamp.
We knew that times were bad in New
Zealand, but we didn’t think that they
had arrived at that stage that the average
landholder was obliged to rewash his
postage stamps with vinegar in order to
write to his friends. This certainly is a
case of penny wise and pound foolish
with a vengeance; and we hope the lesson
will prove a useful one to the trans-
gressor.

“The American Salesman” seems to
have been getting himself into trouble
again at Greymouth. A row occurred at
his entertainment there which became so
fierce that he was obliged to return all the
money he had taken for Ms sales. . If
people will patronise tMs class of enter-
tainment they must expect to be “taken
down,” and shouldn’t “ squeal ” when
they find they have been made fools of.
Everybody knows what the so-called
“ American Salesman ” is and shouldlook
out for him.

Mr. W. G. Foster, manager of the
Wellington branch of the New Zealand
Loan and Mercantile Agency Company,
is at present on a visit to Blenheim.

The Palmerston people propose to
borrow a £IOOO for urgent drainage
works.

The Evening Post claims that Sir
Westby Perceval is desirous of being re-
lieved of Ms duties as Agent-General.
What? whenhe has just got a handle to
Ms name. Go to! London will be
sweeter to him thap ever now.
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Brisbane Boarding House,
Corner of Percival & Dixon Steets,

MRS- J. SULLIVAN
Proprietress.

Visitors and the General Public find
Home Comfort, Clean Beds, and well-
Fumished Rooms. -

Hot and Cold Baths.
Special Terms, for Permanent Boarders.
Grand view of the harbour.
Five minutes walk from General Post

Office.
(ESTABLISHES 1868.)

CIVIL SERVICE

do-operative J&oreg
87 WILLIS STREET 87

Four doorsabove Manners Street,
WELLINGTON.

H VALLANCE,
(Late of and successor to W. JAMESON AND C 0.,)

'Wholesale and retail

GROCER & PROVISION MERCHANT,
IMPORTER OF

INDIAN, CHINA, & CEYLON TEAS
Sole proprietor of the celebrated Book Bonus Teas. :

TelephoneNo. 699

“ ©irest $&nl”

C D
O

THIS DISTINGUISHED AUTHOR’S

TALE
IS NOW

APPEARING IN h#
NEW ZEALAND EDITION OF

C 6 VJQI iji 9**

. i ■ PUBLISHED BY

McKEE AND GAMBLE,
New Zealand Press Agency,

WeUihgton.

FOR

* * * Tailoring
’ ' , TRY - i

RIDGWAY* ST., WAMAJIJI.
FEE GUABANTEED.

ALL MATEEIALS WELL SHEUM.
Clients cure notified that our cutting

department isunder the personal su-
pervision ofMr. Q. H. Claphcm.

BAY VIEW BOARDING HOUSE.
Fiimmeir’s Steps,
(OFF EAMBTON QUAY.)

Mrs. E, Blair, Proprietress.
First-class Accommodation for Tra-

vellers and Visitors. Special terms for
Permanent Boarders. Hot and Cold
Baths.

TERMS MODERATE.

IS” Note the Address —Plimmer’s Steps.

KAI IW! HOTEL, KAI IWI.Proprietor
...

O.E.Grbagbr.
deairincr a ’woolc'd or month'* slay In the

country will find tho aboyo offors ovory oonvon-
ionoo: Close to the ocaand splendidly situated: . ' >

w. MORRIS,
BOOT& SHOE MAKER,

Has just received ’a Grand Stock of
Boots rind Shoes. Every line

reduced to meet the times.

W. Morris, Petone.

J, LUSH & OO
matters ®»d Mercers,

WILLIS-ST., WELLINGTON.

SECOND-HAND CLOTHINGBOUGHT
AND SOLD.

Highest Price Given.
and GENTLEMEN waited

by MRS. IRVINE, 128
Taranaki Streot, Wellington.
Ladieson

The New Zealand

Press Clippings Bureau,
6 Lambton Quay, Wellington.

1 1 1 1 1 1 ni i n 1 11111 1 11 1 11 m llllllnr

PATRONISED BY

The EARL OF ONSLOW,
Late Governor of New Zealand,

And all the LEADING MEN
N. Of the Colony. Q
CLIPPINGS ON ANY SUBJECT

From
The entire New Zealand Press

Supplied with PROMPTITUDE,

SEARCHES MADE
In Back Numbers of any Newspapers, ;

CUPPINGS
; Also Supplied from the

English, French, German, American
.

...

' PRESS.
* Full Details on Application^

rRUEBRIDGE;MLLERkM(k \RMH,



SCIENTIFIC AMUSEMENT.
Two Pretty Experiments With Soap Bub-

blesand.Carbonic Acid Gas.
Here is a way of preparing carbonic acid

gas, which is at the disposal and within
)the power of everybody: Take a large,
deep glass, a soda water glass say, and in-
troduce therein the beak of a flask of selt-
zer water. Appiy an intermittent pressure
on the lever, which will cause a series of
little jets or squirts of seltzer water to fall
into thebeaker. Suckup thiswaterthrough
a straw, leaving only at the bottom of the
glass a layer of water about an inch deep.

By emptying the seltzer as described,
you will find your glass soon full of car-
bonic acid gas disengaged from the spar-
kling waterwhich, graduallybut surely dis-

placing the air inl the glass, will continue
at the bottom in virtue of its greater densi-
ty, for it is well known that carbonic add
gas is twice as heavyas the atmosphere.
Now cover your glasswith a saucerto pre-
vent the escape of the gas by diffusion in
the air, and we are ready to execute the
following experiments with soap bubbles:

With the aid of a straw split in four for
about a couple of inches at its end and
turned back on the body of the straw at
right angles, blow a bubble, which you
can now let*fall in your beaker B of car-
bonic acid. Just assoon as the bubble be-
gins to feel the cushion of gas, instead of
falling farther, it will rebound into the
outer air under the action of the elasticity
that countervails its weight, while, on
the other hand, another bubble, placed in
the empty glass A, will sink to the bottom
and remain there.
If you will slowly let your bubble sink

upon the cushion of carbonic acid gas, it
will rest upon it, and you will shortlywit-
ness quite a curious phenomenon. Your
bubble will grow and growin volume most
mysteriously, meanwhile augmenting in
weight and gradually sinking in the glass,
as we see in C, till at last it breaks itself
against the sides of the tumbler. The rea-
son of this is because the carbonic acid gas
introduces itself into the soap bubble by
endosmose, thus enlarging and increasing
the weight of, the bubble originally full of
air. If you can do so conveniently,procure
a mixture <# soapy water and glycerin for
bubbles. If not, a bowl of ordinary soapy'
water will servealmost as well.

Perseverance Will Do Great Things.

“Dg you believe in perseverance?”. •
“Yeppy. I knew a man who* lived t<

be a hundred. If he’d given ,up vyhen
he was a baby he wouldn’t have lived
twenty-five yearp.’’—Harper’s Bazar- 1>

MYSTERIOUS BUBBLES.
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AGENTS FOE THE SALE OF

Country Stores *

AND

Leading Businesses,
No. 14, FEA THERSTON ST.,

WELLINGTON.

tS®We have a large connection amongst
buyers of country businesses.

CRITERION CARRIAGE
.WORKS,

EIDGEWAY STREET, WANGANUI
W. HICKS,

Practical Coach Builder ,

Has commenced business in the above commodious
and newly-erected premises, and having secured the
services of a most efficient staff of workmen, is pre-

pared to build to order every desoriptipn of

English andAmerican Carriages.
REPAIRS IN ALL ITS BRANCHES
On the shortest possible notice, and at most reason-

able prices.

Buildingand general iron work done at Lowest Bates.
VEHICLES BOUGHT, SOLD, OR EXCHANGED

W. H, would respectfully solicit a share of public
patronage.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
CUSTOM HOUSE HOTEL.

Nixon Street, Wanganui.
JOHN BRENNAN Proprietor,

C 1 VERY Accommodation can be obtained at this
this convenient Hotel. Private familes, travel-

lers, and tile general public will find this well-known
Hotel furnishesevery comfort and convenience.

First-class Stabling Accommodation.
' WINES AND SPIRITS OF THE OHOOIEST BRANDS ONLY

First-class Table kept.

Kaiwhaka Tobacco Stores
WANGANUI.

R. H. WITT = Proprietor
A I Tobacco of all descriptions.

Cigars of the Finest Brands in the
Market.

' THE
Cheapest Shop in Town

FOR
MEDICINES & DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES

... IS
Dr. NEIL’S BOTANtG DISPENSARY.,

‘ : ( >Address.: ;lQß, Lambton Quay.
G. M. Hardie, manager.

- THE' METROPOLE -

TEMPERANCE HOTELr
,

AND , ~

"-'Dfniiijgßaoihs,
WELLINGTON.

r I 'his hotel’ is now ready 1for-the reeep-
-*■ tion of visitors andboarders; and,

being the onlyTemperance Hotel in Wei-
lington, shouldcommand your attention.
tariff: visitors,ss.perday,2ss.perweek.

Permanent Board as.per arrangement.

LUNCH FROM 12 TO 2 D. A. BOSS,
daily, Is.. Proprietor,

T. MYERS,
CARVER, GILDER & PICTURE-

FRAME MAKER.
OIL PAINTINGS CLEANED. LINED aND

RESTORED.

CHEAPEST.HOUSE IN TO.WN |=OR EVERY DE-
SCRIPTION OF PICTURE &.SHOW CARD-FRAMES.

LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON.
(OPPOSITE GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS.),

TE m MUSIC
ESTABLISHED 1886.

BEST VARIETY OF SHEET AND BOOK MUSIC
IN WELLINGTON.

TP I A, N O S T U-N E D..
The Australian Music Book. All numbers in Stoc

lEDWIN J, KING,
(Opposite Opera House,)

53 Manners St., Wellington.

60 CUBA STREET 60
T.j.

TDe Best Value Iroiuqeqger,
ALWAYS HAS

STOCKS
OF

Builders’ and Furnishing

IRONMONGERY,
AT

Lowest Prices.

60 [GUBA STREET 60
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