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You! were working for the Government then, Mr.
Tregear ?"

“Yeos, at that time there was considerable talk about the
conflacated land, and I was seting as surveyor for the Native
Lands Court, my work often taking me far beyond the oconfis-
cation line into the King Country."

‘ Did you ever have any troable with the Natives ?”

“ With the Hau Hau, yes, they seemed to bs in a per-

petual pickle with the whites, and as you probably know the -

numerous petty skirmishes, finally grew into a racial war.”

*You were mixed up in most of the differences between the
natives and the Government, were you not, Mr. Tregeur ?"

“Yes, as one of the early pionsers and a servant of the
Government T did not eseape the experienee similar 1o others
in those days, and having had considerable experience with the
natives and come out of one or two engagements with some
eredit to myself, T was pleced in command of the Waikato
Native Contingent. There was very little fighting done how-
ever, after the regiment had been raised, as most of our work
consisted in picketing or policing the district where we had been
stationed."”

“ Were you working for the Government continuously in
the early day, Mr. Tregear ?”

“Neo, not right along, I might say my work was to a
certain extent intermittant., When the goldfields were dis-
eovered on the Thames I, with many others, went there, and
for some time acted &s goldfield surveyor on my own account
in the distriet; as & matter of fact I also worked as an ordinary
miner."”

“But you were doing work for the Government on the
Coromandel Peninsula, were you not

*“ Yes, I did considerable surveying work there, especinlly in
the neighbourhoed of Mercury Bay, as a matter of fact T was
always off and on with the Government during the first 15
years of my stay in New Zealand, and many of my present
friends were comrades in the old days. Mr, Ernest Bell and
Mr. Harry Hadfield, a son of the bishop, were working with me
when T was scting as droughtsmean in the Government office.”

*But weren't you connected with the Royal Commission
which decided on the question of the confiscated native lands,
Mr, Tregear ?”

“ Yes, T waathe official surveyor for the Government at the
time and most of the work, if not all of it, passed through my
hands.”

“ When did you join the Government service permanently

“ About 13 years ago, and then to a certain extent through
the ifluence of Bir Williamm Fox and Sir Francis Dillon Bell.
The work that I had done was approved of, and my experience
with the Maoris and topographical knowledge of the country
made me (if I may say so for myself) a desirable additicn to the
Government stafl.” :

“ And since then, Mr, Tregear ?" )

“ Binee then I have done various Government work until
the Labour Bureau was started about three years ago. Mr.
Ballance and Mr., Reeves, both personal friends of mine, thought
that I was the best suited man in the service to fill the position
of chief, and I was consequently transferred to Wellington and
given control of the department.”

“ Ah! that brings us to the gubject that I want to talk to
you about particularly, Mr. Tregear, Is the unemployed
queﬁtion in New Zealand, one which you find it difficult to deal
Wit ?H

“Well, it takes a great deal of consideration to deal with it
equitably and properly, but things are not quite as bad as the
newspapers would make the public believe. There are cer-
tainly a number of unemployed in New Zualand, but when we
compare the population of the eolony with New South Wales
and Victoria, the proportion is ell in our favour. If & manis
willing to work there 1s generally an opening for him here."

* But to classify the subject. Mr. Tregear, don’t you think
that in contrasting New Zealand with the other colonies there
is less chanee for a man to make his living by his breins here
then on the other gide "' . .

* Well, perhaps your are right in that particular. There is
not much of an opening for professional men in the colony, in
fzct' I mey go further and say that there is not as good a chance
here for skilled labour a4 there is on the other side, bat for the
man who is healthy and strong and willing to work thare is

generslly a pretty good opportunity, if not in the town protly
gurely in the sountry.”

I suppose in the course of a month or so you have a
great many apply to you for work ? .

“ Yes, wo buve uppliontions from people of ull grades nnd
conditions, but the great fault is that they dofor their npplica-
tions until the very last minute, and then oxpect us to givo
thews work at once, this, of course, is inpossiblo, ny in justioe
to ourselves and the applioant, it is necessiry to mnko inquiries,
und in addition it is necessary to know If wu can send an
applieant direet cither to Government or private mnployment,
When I first took charge of the departmont [ used to ondoavour
to ind work nt once for every applicant, and if 10 or 12 euane [
shipped then: to some town or district whare [ hod been informod
labour was wanted, but T soon found thnt thiat would not de.
Complnints eome to the burean frem the ditferent towny and
districts, that we woere flooding them with loafors and mon
who would not work. sinee then we have boen more enroful
and the results have buen more satisfactory.”

* What is the aystemn, if 1 nay wsk, that you pursug in den!-
ing with the ordiunry applieant ¥

“In the first plice wo always give mnrried men, wherover
they come from, the preference. In douling with single inen we
generally give New Zealunders, who aro on our books, a chanoe
for muployment in advanes of strangers from othor colonios.
We never send u nmunan into the country on tho chunce of his getting
work when ho errives, our systemn is to send o man to some
definite pluee where the work is ready for him, aud ho ean com-
menee at it at once. To earry out this plun you enn ensily see
that time for inquirios Isrequired wud it is naturnlly impossiblo
to find work for every applicunt at once.”

‘In sending men up the country to work, does the (tovern-
ment pay their fures 2

* Well thay do nnd they dont ; if we have o billet for a 1man
n hundred miles or 80 out of town we pay his fare to his destin.
ation, but it is on the understanding that it is only o loan, und
that as scon #s he can he will pay it back, Wa find that this
systern works much botter than any other. For the suke
of illustration, s man comes to e wanting employment
I am perbaps able to find him u place, Hehns not enough
money to carry him there, under those eircumstances, I say
¢ you represent supply, I represent demnnd, your work is wanted
at & certain place, I will forward you there, ond you will pa{
me a8 8o0R &8 you can out of your esrnings, tho oxpense
have been put to in placing you in s position whereby you can
get & return for your labour.” The beauty of this system is that
the applicant need in no way foel that he is accepting oharity,
he merely comes to the Government as an intermnediary for
work, and we, as agents, endeavour to find it for him, the ex-
pense incurred in forwarding him to the market whore his
labour will sell to advantage is a loan which is almost invariably
repaid.”

P But don't you often have applicants who forget to
repay ?"

“ At first we did, but there are very few now who negloot
to remunerate us for our ocutlny out of their first earnings. You
#ee we have some 200 ngencies throughout the colony, nnd if we
keep 5. man and he deliberately attempts to defraud the Go-
vernment by neglecting to pai, he is soon known and loses Lis
employment ; furthermore, he stands & very poor chance of
geiting other work either from private individuals or from the
the Government.”

" I suppose you have sent a great many people up country
during the last 12 months ?"

*Yes a great many have pasvsed through the Bureau and
been sent away. Qur idesis to relieva the congestion in the oities
a8 mueh as possible."”

“ Notwithstanding the fact that in proportion we have less
unemployed than the other colonies, don't you think that New
Zealand is overrated 77,

“To o certain extent, perhaps yes. For profossional men
New Zealand is hardly the * Promised Land,” but for manual
labourers, farmers, &c., it is in all probebility the best colony
in the group. The country is even & better oue for cxdinary
than skilled labour at present. There is not the room for brain -
workers or artisans that there is elsewhere, but for theyman
who is able and willing to work wiih his hapds New
offers & ﬁeldi' T
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