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In order to close accounts in an Estate
he following Properties must be sold :—
Eligible Property, situated in Constable
street ; price £400. .
Do. do., Owen-street; price £400,
Do. do., Mansfield street; price £410,
Do. do., Cardrll.street; price £325.
Do. do., Cardall-street ; price £335.
Do. do., Percival and Dixon-streets
price £740,
Do. do., Percival-street; price £720.
Eligible Villa Property, situated in
Mamara-crescent, with unrivalled
view; price £750.
Eligible Shop and Dwelling, situated in
Wordsworth-street ; price £450.
In all cases liberal terms may be ard
ranged. This i3 a rare opportunity to
acquire good freeholds at low prices.
Apply to
Mr. W. C. WEBB,
Owen-street, Newtown

to
THOMPSON & BALDWIN,

_Brandon-street.
an

A
JOURNAL FOR SENSIBLE MEN & WOMEN
———— e
An Unprejudicad New Zealand Weekly,

Or
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“FAIR PLAY IS A JEWEL
PROPRIETORS :
Tue FAIR PLAY NEWSPAPER Co. Lo,

PUuBLISHERS ;
McEEE AND GAMBILE,
6, CusToumEOUSE QUay, WELLINGTON,

PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY.

C&qm.r, Drafts, ete., and all Business Com
munications, to be addressed to THE MANAGER,
Literary Communications to THE Epitor,

THE EDIToR will always be glad 1o reteive
contributed wems, paragraphs, verses, shetches
and short tales on local “or colonial tapi“s’
sacial, political, oy oflierwise. ’

Communizations intended for Publication
.rﬁom'a" be written in ink and only on one side
of the paper.  dAnonymows letters are consigrned
0 the waste-paper bastet,

Unsuitable contritutions will not be returned
unless o special request to that effect, and the
Mecessary stamips to cover cost of Postage, e
sent with thent,

THE EDITOR will nof enier into any corres-
Pondence concerning rejected mantscript,

The subscrigtion to FAIR PLAY 45 I55.per
annum, or 7s. bd. half-yearly, post free pay-
able in advance, ana may be forwarded in
stanips, S

Alterations of standing advertisements must
be sent i not later than Tuesday at noon, The
latest time for receiving casual advertisements
i Wedngsday, § pm., P.O. Box 240, Tele.
Phone jog. -
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1808,

H‘ow About that Report?

OxE of the wvery first subjects which
should be taken in hand by the pross
of the colony during the first months
of the new year, aud discussed with
all possible fulluess and freedom,
is the question of the defences of the
colony, With six months' handling
—without gloves—Dby the press, there
will then be some fair renson to hope
that the new Parliament will pny
special attention to this important
matter, and will force the Govern-
ment, whether it likes tho job or
net, to pot our defences in o proper
state of efliciency. The present
state of affairs is a disgrace to all

.concerned, but the largest shore of

the responsibility undoubtedly lies
with the Governmert. The Premior
humbugged the House last session
most shamefully over the report sent
in by Colonel Fox, a report which
was, in its way, oue of the most
admirably compiled and most vala-
able state documents ever seen in
the colony. Dut for some reason or
other Richard the Fourth does not
like Cnlonel Fox, and what is, more
he didn’t like the report, That being
the case, careless -alike. of the
efficiency of the’ volunteer- service
and of the coloniul defences, regard-
less of all claims of the duty he
owed both to the officer in question
and” to the House, he mercilessly
burked all proper discussion of the

report, snubbed the officer, and held .

over the question of the defences
altogether. Perhaps he may lbave
taken this conrse with the mistaken
idea that thereby he would gain the
goodwill of the volunteers and their
officers, but we fancy it was more
to soften the feelings and pander to
the personal prejudices of certain
members whose finer feelings the
outspoken Colonel, scorning all poli-
tical humbug, and above any base
toadying to the powers that be, had
rudely offended by telling them some
wholesome, if unpleasant, truths,
Others have it that the Premier
shelved the report becanse he knew
that its adoption would ianvolve the
expenditure of a gond round sum of
money, Now tbe value of public
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money expendad, is, in tho Seddonian
mind, in exuct propertian to the
namber of votes to bo got, and Richard
the Fourth preferred to keep n fow
thousand * co-op.” men employed in
uscless and very costly public works
in constituencies where the Govorn.
ment candidate was weak, to spend-
ing it in putting the dofence of the
colony in better order. Whatever
may have bheen the canse, the result
is the snme. The volunteor servico
isat prosentin n woefully dicorganised
and disheartened condition, aud tho
coloninl defences nro in a state which
cin only truthfully be descriled as
chaotic.  Aund this is what we avo
confronted with at n time when the
European nir is so full of ramours of
war, when the British Government
have promised to mntorinlly incvease
the strength of the nnvy, at a timo
when the Victorinn Commandant,
Major-Genernl Tulloch. nlloges that
the coloninl commerce is nt tho morcy
of a foreign foo—aub n time whon
more than over previously, it is ne-
cessury that we should bo fully pre-
pared for the most serigus contingen-
cies.  Wo like Mr. Seddon for mnny
things, and we give him and his
Mimistry o gonoral support, but we
eunnot blind ourselves to the fact
thnt the apathy and negligonce of the
Premier over this question of oay
defences is well-nigh criminnl, M,
Seddon, like many ill-oducuted nnrl
selt-made men, is vory nwrrow ut
times, full of petty projucice and of
disliko of advice. Ie has, moreover,
of late shown signe of hecoming in-
tolernbly autocratic, nnd of niming at
Eluying the part of Dietator or Chief

oss of the colony. We can tell bim
plainly that the colonists will not
stand this foclish nssumption of an
infallibility which so ill befits him,
and that he muy go too far in his
bumptious indifference to the opinions
of the press and the public. Moast
certainly his policy of delibernte dis-
regard of defonce muttors, of snubbing
8 British oflicer of high experionce,
wnd of shelving a valuable and costly
state report, will not receive the
commendation of the coloniuts, We
hope, however, to see the mattor
taken up in real cnrnest by the
daily press of the colony, and to
notice the creation and solid growth
of a sound public opinion on the sub-
ject of our defences, an opinion
which Mr. 8eddon, who is quite
conning enough to back down when
he ever sees which way the wind

‘blows, will not be able—~will not dare

to disregard. We shall return to
the subject of Our Defences.'in

- another issue,



