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Christmas Day has come and gone, and no doubt we all
feel refreshed by the brief holiday season. In ell Christian
countries in the world, Christmas is looked upen as & time when,
for a little while, we ean enjoy an inmunity from cares and
troubles of every shape and nature and during the period when
every one's fealings soften towards his neighbeur, although it be
spent in g humble or loxurious manner the resultis much the same,
We pet into & retrospective mood and see more clearly the mis-
takes we have made in the past, and the general glow of the
Christmas sesson acts ns a fertile soil on which to plant the
seed of good resclutions for the rapidly approaching New Year.
Farr Pray wished its readers a happy holiday season, and hopes
that its wishes have been fulfilled. It also hopes that the New
Year will bring in its train an access of prosperity that willmake
good the name New Zealand bas gained as being the most pros-
perous and happily governed colony in the Australasian group.

The Christmas seaspn which fortunately intervenes between
the general elections and the opening of Parlinment will, we
hope, have brushed away the cobwebs of political discussion and
the barriers of party bitterness, so that with the New Year we
can ingugurate an era of profitable legislation that will be of
benefit to the state and redound to the credit of the legislators
we have chosen to represent ue in the councils of the colony.
There is much to be dene, and much is expected from our new
Parlisment. The new element which has been introduced into
politics, in the shape of the women's vote has brought about
many strange changes, and the present Parlinment must be
looked at very much in the light of & gigantic ezperiment. That
that experiment may prove for the best advantage of the public
we most devoutly hope, but it must be born in mind that the
peeple of Anstralia-will be-watching cur every movement, and
8t no time in the past hda the Parliament of this colony had so great
& responsibilily placed upon its shoulders. Many great reforms

are needed, and it is to be hoped that instead of wrangling on
minor deteils our representativoes will join their offorts to ndvance
the interests of the State, and not wasto valuablo time in

quarrelling as to who shall hold the tiller ropes,
Wo do net suggest what should be dono, we
simply stand in the position of critie.  Whatover
movement is ripght for the best interest of the oom-

munity will receive our unqualified support, no matter ‘from

whence it comes, and thot which is purely for personal aggran-
disement or appoears to o dispnssionnte mind to bp & wasto of the

public time, will meet with our heartiest coademnation, To

our renders, to the public and the cclony, we wish n most pros-

perous and Heppy New Year, and whon we exchango greetings

agnin at the commencerment of 1805, wo hope that it will be n

greeting of old friends mutunlly improved in condition: and bettor

knowing one another’s worth.

Christmas Day in Wellington was spent in a quiet mannor,
bat everybody soemed to be thoroughly enmjoying themsclves.
The city was crowdod with visitors from the counwy and all the
hotels were filled to overflowing. One particular feature of the.
day we are pleased to make n note of and that is, notwishsiand.
ing the fact that the hotels were open all day and evidently did
& ronring trade, there was o singular lack of drunkenness in the
streots and scarce any quarrelling. Everyone seemed imbued
with the Christmnas sentiiment and anxiovs to be on the bost of
terms with his neighbour.

~ There must be something in the atmosphera of the city of
Lille, in France, very conducive to longevity and the reprodue-
tion of the species, if the following item of nows is any oriterion
to go by :—'* At Lille, Franee, recently seven golden weddings
were colebrated in one day. The living children and grand.
children of the couples number nearly 400.” A few more -
couples Iike the above snd the assertion that the population oig
France is steadily decreasing would have tobe withdrawn, .-
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Mr. Thomas Rose.:

Mr. Thomas Rose iz a native of Westmorland, England,
where he was born on the 21st December, 1848. He joined
the Post Office service as clerk at Penrith, Cumber-
land, in the year 1864, and two years later he was transferred
to the Liverpool Post Office, and was appointed by the Civil
Service Comumission o permanent officer of the Imperial Postal
Service. He worked through all the departments of the Liver-
pool office, and during the three years prior to his leaving for
New Zealand was sttached to the administrative branch of the
Post and Telegraph service there, and acted as surveying officer
of the Post and Telegraph office in the Liverpool district for a time,
He was stationed at Limerick in the office of the Post Office
“Burveyor for the Seuth of Ireland, his services having been lent
by the Postmnster of Liverpocl. When, in 1872, applications
were invited by the Secretary of the General Post Office, Lon-
don, for the position of Inspeetor of Post Offices for New Zea-
land, Mr, Rose, at the request of the Postmaster at Liverpool,
became a candidate for the post. Sir John (then Hon. Mx.)
Hall afterwards visited Liverpool, and, eventually, conferred
the appointment wpon Mr. Rose, the salary being £400 a year
and travelling allowance. Mr, Rose arrived in New Zealand in
March, 1874, and at once entered upon his duties as Inspector,
in which position he has continued until now. Mr. Rose is an
able officer, nnd popular both.with his colleagues and subordi-
nates,

The 'following from our ‘Auckland contemporary, the
Observer, is pretty rough and was evidently penned whils the
edi or was smarting from his unsuccesstul efforts to eollect a
debt from some defeated candidate whose purse was as “ stony”
as his heart :—* Our oxperience of candidates for Parliament
is that so far from buying the suppert er influence of any paper,
the majority of them are unible to pay even the modest ac-
counts they incur for printing and advertising. Evidently, the
experience of the daily papers is much the same as ours, for one
at lemst of them would give no credit to the candidates at the

recent eleetion for theiradvertisements. A striking commentary
this on the hundred and one stories in existence about candidates
buying the support of the newspapers. Buy? Why, the candi-
.dates find a great difficulty to pay their way.” Thank-heaven
things are not so bad in Wellington. Trus it is just asimpossible
to buy the support of the papers here as elsewhere, but our cans-
didates are usnally sufficiently solvent to part up for their
expenses. .
. . ° :

In electioneering, what wins? Not riches, for Mr. A. H.
G. Bhodes was beaten. Not the rarest of charity and good
nature, for Mr. Swan was beaten. Not statesmanship and
culture, for Mr. Rolleston was beaten. Not ripe parliementary
experience and effective debating power, for George Fisker was
beaten. Not keen incisiveness, for Mr. G. F. Richardson was
besten. Not rugged manliness, for Mr. Blake was beaten,
Not a consistent eye to public expenditure in his own distriet,
for Mr. O'Connor was beaten. Not an uncompromising
opponent of corrupt publie expenditure anywhere, for Colonel
Trimble was beaten. Not a valusble but raking eritie, for
Seobie M'Kenzie was beaten. Not a common-sense and almost
silent member, for Mr., Larnach was beaten. Not a man of

nice perceptions, for Mr. Geo. M'Intyre was beaten. Not
banter and good humour, for Dick Reeves was beaten. Not

enterprise in stock-raising and agriculture, for Mr. Boag
was beaten, Not House of Commons knowledge, for Mr. W,
8. Allen was beaten., Not scholarly attainment, for Mr. Wason
was beaten. Not newspaper experience, for Mr. Carson was
beaten. Not engineering experience, for Mr. E. G. Wright was
beaten. Not n bush distriet pioneer, for Mr. Snelson was
beaten,
. L .

But who wins? These. The rasping, raging, raucous,
Hogg; the ever elegant E, M. Smith ; Archy Medes Meredith,
the schoolmaster, ye gods | ; Carnell, the photographer, cne more
genius of the ¢ haspirate border;” G. W. Russell, ¢ Windbag
Bussell ;"' Hall, of Waipawa, ditto to Carnell and He Hem
Smith; Charley Mills, of Pelorus, the well-meaning; dis-
mal Jimmy Saunders; J. Kelly, of one idea or no idea ; the olea-
ginous Joyce who never told & lie; M‘Intosh, poor old M*Intosh,
who wouldn’t hurt 'a fly unless he fiell, then he'd breek a rail-
way arch ;" Buick, ‘“the_orator of the colony,” single speech
Buick, and he took twelve months to learn it off ; A. D. Willis
oh, poor harmless little Willis ; and another litile oh ! for poor
little Teanner ; but Pirani, when let loose, will be worth his
weight in wild cats. 'We beseech yom, Mr. Hogg, to look to
your laurels, for between you and Mr. Pirani it will be what the
gentlemen of the P.R. call ** & very tight go.”

- . .

And this is “Our Democracy,” for which Sir Robert Stout
and all the other political big-bugs have been pining for years.
Well, there you have it, and we shall go on having the same cld
toast—'* Gentlemen, it is now my pleasing duty to submit to
you the toast, ‘ The Parlinment of New Zealand!' Since the
granting of the Canstitution in 1856 it has been the proud boast
of this fine young colony that in her Parliament she has emu-
lated all the finest characteristics of the first assemblages of the
world, The members of our Parliaraent have ever sustained its
great prestige. Iis orderly and decorous proceedings, the culture
and learning of its members, have been well maintzined from
the days when Domett, Fitzherbert, Fitzgerald, Featherston,
and Fox first entered its walls, and I doubt not will continue.-to
be ably, maintained so Jong as the British empire endures, thet
etpire upon which the sun, &. Gentlemen, I propose * The
Parliement of New Zealand,” which I think you will agree with
me is quite equal in all respects to any of its predecessors.”
(Loud Applanse). Now then, Hogg, and Carnell, and He Hem,

and Pirani, come up here and respond.

F
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The Free-Selector’s Daughter.

[AN AvsTRaLIAN Soxe.)

I met her on the Lachlan side,
A darling girl T thought her;

And ere I went I swore I'd kiss
The Free-Selector's Daughter.

I milked her father's cows a month,
I brought the wood and water ;

I mended all the broken fence
Before T kissed the danghter.

I backed her dad in polities,
I did just what I ‘¢ oughter,”
And what you'll have to do to kiss
A free-selector’s dsughter,

I listened to her mother's yarns,
And wished that they were shorter :
But these are things you'll have to do
Befors you get the daughter.

I broke my pipe ard burnt my “ twist,"
And washed my mouth with water;
I.bad to shave before I kissed
That free-selector's daughter.

Then, rising in the frosty moarn,
I brought the cows for Mary,
And when I'd milked a bucket full
I took ii to the dairy.

Ifpoured the milk into & dish,
‘Whilst Mary held the atrainer;

I summoned heart to speak my wish,
And, oh! her blush grew plainer.

I told her T must leave the place,
I said that I would miss her; .

At first she turned away her face,
And then she let me kiss her.

I put the bucket on the ground,
And in my arms I caught her—
I give my life to hold again
The Free-Selector's Daughter, .

HENRY LAWSON.

[Selectors, under a certwin Australian Land Act, were
called Froe-Selectors.]

® . .

We had something to say last week about the Australian
Anarchists who are parnding in the guise of * The Active Service
Brigade.” Our friend Desmond, Arthur Desmond, who, three
Years ago, attempted to esteblish a Labour paper in Wellington,
has been haranguing a meeting of the loafers and “dead beats” of
Sydney. He declared that Sir George Dibbs had received £3500
personally from bank shereholders to secure the passing of the
New South Wales Bank Notes Bill, and the ‘meeting passed a
Tesolution ealling upon Parlisment to impeach Sir Greorge Dibiba
for high treason against the rights, liberties, and property of the
people, and expressing the opinion that he should be *' placed
pon his trial sad indicted as & public robber.” The public will
take the hysterical utterances of these street-cormer orators for
what they are worth. ’ :

. . .

For reckless and foolhardy feats and a species of wagaring'

that emacks of congenital idiocy commend us to the average
German student when he is fairly on the job and has been

_tions and other divers terrovs.

challenged to'do something that is a little out of the common.
The following, which we olip from -an exchange, is  speoimen:
—'* An exceadingly senseless wager has racently been made in
Munich. In an inn at Schwanberg a -student made a bet thnt
he would eat six ailk ties, out up'in-amall pieces and aeasoned
with oil and vinegar.  One of the oconditions of the wager was
that the species of salad must be consumed within the space of
six minutes. The young mnan won "his bet. The arbitrntors
wha sssigted, watoh in hand, a¢ this eurlovs and senseless por-
formance, certified that the repnst only ccoupied five minutes
and thirty-five scconds, and while eating the ties the student
drank no less than ten litresof beer.” A contemporary in ecom-
menting on the above wager anys:—** To what preposterous and
dangerous folly will not beer easily lend itself.” In reply we would
suggest that in all probability if it hadn't been for the beer our
necktie-enting friend would have beon snddled with an acute
attack of indigestion that might have ended fatally, wherelora
we remark ‘' blessed are those who can appredinte in modor.
tion the gifta that Providence hasg strawn in our pathway.”
[l 1) L]

- It appeara that the police have had nnother attack of virtue,
and the result hna been n raid on soms of the bookmakers and
totalisator shops. The inecherent irregularity with which those
roids ore made is extremely puzzling to the ovdinary oitizen,
who is unable to fathomn the idicsnyernsics of police mnnnge.
ment. For weeks during the racing ronson they havo remained
unmolested, and then all of nsudden, for no apparent reason,
the saturnifie detective and the fostive policeman swoop down
on them and gonfisento their books and wealth, &e., und toke
down their naumes on lists, and threaton thom with proseeu-
After this corsmony is over, the
representatives of the law ostentotiously parande’ awny, and the
‘‘ bookie," after going out forn drink, laysin o new lot of stationery,
and opens up businees ngain. The whole thing secma o dreary
farce, intended to procure u paregraph or so in the daily papers,
explaining how Constable Y or Detective X had n suspicion that
gembling was going on in n certain placo, and how, finally, his
suspicions were confirmed aftor o lengthy investigation, snd
after waiting until the hour of midnight or thereaboute, he, in
company with several other officers, socured an entrance and
confiseated the books and other implements of tho culprits.
Why the necessity of obtaining clues and making lengthy inves-
tigations ? Why the necessity of postponing the raid untll the
bewitching hour of midnight or therenbouts ? and why, above

" ahove all things, the consequent drivel in tho daily papors about

the clever capture made by Detoctive X or Constable ¥ 7
[ ] [ ] [

All this theatries] fanfaronado is as usoless ay it is irritating
and sbsurd. Everybody knows where tho * hookies" places
are; thuy are advertised on theatre programmes and in the
newspapers, and when the time for the annual raid comes
round, why not send the Police Court office boy to the shops
that are on the black list, and politely nsk the proprietors to
come down and pay their license fce in the mhape of the
usual fine. It would be much more sonsible, and
would save a lot of annoysnce to all parties concerned.
There is another thing, with roference to the recent raid, that
we dont quite understand. If it is illogal o make a book, isn’t-
one bookmaker just as culpsble as another ? and if euch be the
case why should one be passed over and another prosecuted ?
It it an introduction of chance-into public mansgament, or
what ? We speak from a purely dispassionate point of view, as we
nejther backed the winner nor went down on ‘s “ stiff-"un”’ dar-
ing the last races, but we are- filled with n ‘large comprehexsive
curiosity, and we would like o know the reason of sl than'_u
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Mr. William Gray

We publish in this issue a portrait of Mr. William Gray
chief of the Postal Departrient, and on the retivement of Dr
Lemon onthelst of January chief of the Telegraphs ns well. Mr
Gray was born in Aberdeen in 1844, and arrived with his parents
in New Plymouth, N.Z,, in October, 1852. He there joined the
Taranaki News office in 1868, and completed his indentures,
after which he served in the Nelson Examiner office, where he
rempined until 1863. He entered the Government service on
the 1st February, 1864, ns junior clerk in the chief post office,
Dunedin; he was appointed chief clerk in the dend letter office;
General Post Office, Wellington, in the following year, and mail
egent in the Pannma line in 1866, and continued in that position
until the termination of the service in 1868. He filled similar

positions between this colony and Melbourne until the San.

Franeisco service was inaugurated in 1870. Then he became a
elerk in the Secretary’s branch of the General Post Office, and
on the 20th May, 1872, wus appointed chief clerk of the General
Post Office, He remained in this position until Mey 1st, 1874,
when he was promoted to the position of Secretary of the Postal
Department, and in January, 1881, on the amalgamaticn of the
two departments, was made secretary of the Post and Telsgraphs.
Mr, Gray, who has many friends in Wellington, is of n genial
disposition, and is & very popular chief with the men under
him.
. ° .

The right of the property owner to have his property
guarded is undoubtedly & great prineiple, but according to the
present system of litigation he veéry often profits at the expense
of the innocent trespasser. By all of which we inean to refer
to the recent suit between My, Miller, monumental mason, and
Fair Pray. b is rather peculiar that the first legal action in
which Farr Pray shounld becoms involved should be with &
builder of gravestones, and that he recoguising the utter hope-
- lessness of his ever being able, at least during his own life,

to assist professionally at our obsequies should seek redress
in a court of law for alleged damages dome to &
species of property, that we are neither collectively
ner individually aoxious to - become possessed of. It
seems thab on election night the proprietors of this journal
decided to regale the public and its readers (synonymous terms)
with a series of dissolving views on current eveuts, and that
the operator, although unauthorised, planted himself and his
instrument in the yard where our mortuary friend stored his
tombstones. As was quite natural, o crowd, composed of lads,
who were in a skylarking humour, and men worked to a high
piteh of excitement by the election campaign, colleeted on
the Customn House Quay and Willis street, most of them to
wateh, the returns posted up on the FEwening Post's bulletin
board. The crowd, as is well-known, was a dense one, and
overflowed on te the premises of cur friend, the artistic ehiseller
of epitaphs, with the result that one or two monuments were
slightly defaced by the hands or feet of the Vandal invaders.
On this being discovered on the following morning, o suit was
at once commenced against the proprietors of this paper, with
the result that the Magistrate, although stating that the operator
was the real ofiender, imposed a nominal fine for trespass.

Now if this decision were carried out to its logieal conclusion,
that is to say if similar decisions were given in all crses, we
should like to suggest o few contingencies that might have oc-
curred had the cperator, presumably in our employ, besn
stationed insome other place. Suppose for the sake of illustra-
tion he had taker up his stand on the roof of the Bank of New
Zealand and that during the excitement, caused by the presence
of a large crowd, the cashier sloped with several thousand
pounds, could the Bank have virtually sued us for embezzlement
under cover of an netion for trespass ?  Or on the other hand sup-
posing the operator had shown from the top of the Club Hotel and,
during the ensuing excitement, somecne had eloped with the
Premier's daunghter, could wehave been sued for abduetion ? Or
again if the Chinese cook in the vicinity of the building from
whence the views were being thrown had, in his hurry, to get
out and see the show, upset a kerosene oil lamp and burned
down the premises, would we have been legally responsible for
the crime of arson? These questions may appear frivolous, but
they are certainly analogous when we take into consideration
the decision which was given. An action for trespass seems to
open up such a large field of conjecture as to what extent the re-
sponsibilities of the trespasser may reach to. One of the principal
cases cited by the counsel for the plaintiff and one which un-
doubtedly influenced the decision of the magistrate was that of
aeronaut, whose balloon descended in an open field the crowds
which were attracted by the novel sight trampled on the crops
of the landholder and destoyéd them; he at once sued the
neronaut for dameges for trespassing and recovered. Now,
with & precedent like that in view, a man can't be two
careful what he does. It is under such a yuling,
unsafe evenm to fall out of a window for fear iIn
your descent you might smash your neighbeurs hot-house,
and immediately on your recovery be sued for trespassing on’
his premises. One seems even debarred from the lzst resource
of suicide, for fear that your heirs may be sued for some uninten.
tionsl damage caused by a policéman while getting clues with
respect to the past life of the corpse. Farr Pray, after figur-
ing the matter out earefully, has come to the cornclusion that
when it next gives a free exhibition for the purpose of elevating
the masses, it will make arrangements to give it on the Cheviot
Estate, by special permission of the Government, and then it
can fear nothing worse than an aotion for treason, wish confis.
cation of the plant and imprisonment of the editor. -
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The Russian officers and snilors who were made so mueh of
by the excitable Parisians on the occasion of their visit to Paris,
must have had o rave old time, from a gustatory point of view,
but of all the scores of banquets showered nupon the lucky Mus-
covites that given in the Exhibition building on the Champ de
Murs “ took the cake.” It is enocugh io drive an ordinary Now
Zealand clief off his head just to read the secount of the prepera-
tions made for this gorgeous feed. There were 3660 guests, S0
that a goodly pils of comestibles was necessary. We give o few
details for the berefit of cur colonial caterers who sy like to
know how ' the thing is done " in.** Parry.”

L] Q L

There were 1050 quarts of soup. The hors d'ociore, o sort.

of tickle your appetite and start you off, was Russian sardines,
of which sixty-two smell barrels were opened and the contents
consumed. Fish came next—a little item of 1600 pounds of
turbot—and turbot is the most costly of fishy luxuries. We
will pass briefly over the entrees and the jum—800 pheasants
were cut up, and 1000 wood pigeons—and come to the salaq,

and in France the salad s an important atfair, This particular .

salad was called Salad Danicheff and was made of 175 quarts o
green peas, 175 quarts of French beans, 50 cauliflowers, 2001bs,
of potatoes, 40 quarts of young haricot beans, 108 bundles of
green asparagus, 100lbs. of mushrooms, 100lbs. of truffles and
10000 serévisse (small fresh water crayfish) tails, How is that for
high ¢

We will pass over the sweets, as the names are too formid-
ably Frenchy te be intelligible to a poor New Zealander, and
come to the wines, How Isitt will shriek when he reads what
is to follow—we commend the little list to the special attention
of the godly Prohibitionist. There were 16 hogsheads, of 50
gallons each, of Burgundy ; 800 bottles of Chateau Le. Rose ; 800
bottles of Pergaunson, 1884 (don't know this stuff, but 1884
sounds good) ; 200 bottles of port ; 200 ditto of sherry ; 200 ditto
of Madeira; and, ‘ ministers of grace defend us,” what heads
the tallow-eaters must heve had next day—1,500 bottles of fizz.

Also, there were 1,400 bottles of mineral waters, but we
are afraid there was no great run on ihis sort of tipple. There
were liqueres—300 bottles of Burgundy Mare (what's that, Mr,
Jack Maginnity), 500 bottles of fine Benedictine, 200 bottles of
Kiunmel, end 90 quarts of *fine champegne'-5the very best
Cognae. Of course, a French feed wasn't complete without
café notr, and to make this, 250 pounds of the choicest Arabian
coffee wasused, the whols lot being prepared in one utensil and
at the one time.

[ ] - v

This truly Gargantuan spread, which would have driven
old Rabelais mad with envy could he have seen it,%vas served at
1380 tables, and no less than 50,000 plates, 800 dishes, and
40,000 glasses were in use. (How about the breakage when the
Russians got full of fiz}, and the toasts were given ? And the
toothpicks—we mustn't forget the toothpicks. There were
12,000 of them. ‘**Prodeegious.”

And the waiting—that was also a big item. There were
250 waiters, 75 butlers, 150 cellarmen, 80 cooks, and 100 under-
strappers tn the latter. Truly this is one of the grandest, most
royal gorges on record, and if the Russians who were present
don't always have a kindly remembrance of their generous
French hosts they are the most ungratefnl of Tartars.

Mr. J. K. Logan.

The subject of our sketeh, Mr. J. K. Logan, will on the lst,
of January, succeed Dr. Lemon as Superintendont of Tele-
graphs. . Like Mr. Gray he hailed from the* Lnnd o’ Cokes,’
having been born in Kilbride, Ayrshiro, Scotland, in 1844, and wos
for nenrly eight years in the service of the British and Irieh
Mngnetic Telegraph Cotnpany ns operator and oflicer in charge
at various pfnces in Seotland, including Edinburgh and Glas-
gow. He cane to Dunedin in 1864, when tho linos wero sbout
+0 be erected between Dunedin und Invercargill, and Dunodin

and Christchurch, He was employed on o construstion party
to Christchurch, and afterwards erected for tho Provineisl Go-
vernment the lines to Milton snd to Queenstown. At the end
of 1865 e had charge of the Otago Provincinl Telegroph system
which position he retained until the lines werc taken over by tho

- General Government in 1889. Since that date he has hod charge

of the lines from Waitiki to the Bluff and branches; having con-
structed or reconstructed every line in the district, during the
time he hos been there, Mr. Logan's entranceinto the Govern-
mnent service was s follows:  On bis arrival in Dundin in 1564
he applied to Mr. Alired Bheath for ciployment on the Christ.
ohureh construction party. His application was entertained,
and he worked right through to Christchureh, returning to
Dunedin with a repairing party and putting the original wiresinto
the small office which had been erected there the day before the
Queen's birthdsy, 1865. On the day after, Mr. Logan wired to
Mr. Sheath over the newly-completed lines, neking for a regular
appointment. He was given a temporary position in Dunedin .
until he was wanted for further construction, and ﬁnally was. ap-
pointed to the general office in . Dunedm o Fs
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A Lady Physician.

THE FIRST IN NEW ZEALAND,

HER OPINIONS—SOCIAL & PROFESSIONAL.

Dr, Eliza Frikert, whose portrait we publish above, is the
first duly registered aund gqualified female medical practioner
who has ever practised in the colony, and occupying as she
does the unique position of a pioneer, is an object of interest to
our readers both sclentific and otherwise. It heslong been con-
tended by o large portion of the comumunity, both in the colonies
and at Home, thut since women has proved herself times with-
out nummber to be the intellectual equal of man the professions
ehould be thrown open to her, and more particularly the profes-
slon of medicine, Women doctors are much better suited to
denl with the complainte of women and children; their instinet
is finer and their touch more delicate, and if t6 these natural
advantages is added the teaching of the schools and the trsining
of the hospitals, they are mneh better qualified toattend to their
own sex thanmen. Again, s woman ismore apt to readily obtain
the confidence of her patient, and naturally a quicker diagnosis
of the disease follows than would be the case were the physician
a man. It has been argued that & womar would hesitate when
it came to the point of applying the knife, but this argument has
been proved fallucious by well-established precedents., Dr.
Frikart is a practical surgeon as well as o physician, and has con-
ducted safely and with the most heppy results many a suc-
cessful operation that would have taxed the powers of & male
gpecialist, In person she is rnther petite, with bright dark
oyes, and an inclsive manner in conversation. When our re-
presentsative called upon her, her hours of consultation were
over snd he was received in s spirit of cameraderie that did

much to brush away the barriers of formality, incidental to an
oceasion of the kind. Previous to entering upon the subject of
the doctor’s antecedents a game of chess wasindulged in, when
somewhat to his chagrin, although not to his surprise, ou re-
presentative was seientifically check-mated in a comparatively
few moves, and in reply to a questioning but rather crestfallen
glance received the laughing rejoinder of ** Oh, Mr. Fatg Pray
you do not seem to like the operation; still it is one in whick I
have very often been suceessful.”

T can easily imagine that, doctor,” was the reply, “but I
ghall have my revenge, for I intend to put you under cross-
examination for a few moments, if you will permit me to do sa.”

“Very well, let me hear your questiovs, but remember I
reserve the right of answer.”

“ Respecting your nstionality, doctor, your name has a
German sound, but your English is perfeet; of what country
are you a native ?"'

“T am a thorough cosmopolitan, Mr, Fair Pray, and can
honestly say, in the words of Tom Paine, that ¢ the world is my
country, and to do good my religion.” I have lived in many
countries both as a student and as a practitioner, but 1y birth-
place was in England.”

#What part of England, doctor 2

“T was born in London, and to use an Old Country phrase,
¢ within the sound of Bow Bells,” so T suppose you would not be
far wrong in calling me a Cockney 2" i

“And when did you first entertain the ides of studying
medicine ?" R

“ That is o question more difficult to answer, for from my
earliest childhood it seemed but natural thet I should adept the
profession of medicine. I come from a medical family, my
father and brothers all being physicians, and, indeed, I might
say that my toys as a child were & mortar and pestle. My
father, Dr. Macdonough, had a large practics in London, and
the profession always had a fascination for me.”

* Were you educated in London, doctor 2"

“ Not primarily ; it was my father’s desire that I should be
cotne & linguist, and, in pursuance of this object, I was sent as a
girl to France to be educated. I lived in France for nearly ten
years and naturally became thoroughly mequainted with the
people and the language. As my education progressed I became
more thoroughly imbued with the desire to gualify myself as &
physician and, on my return to England, made known my inten-
tions,"

* Did you first commence as & student in England 2

¥ No, I matriculated first in Zurich, in SBwitzerland, and
afterwards studied in Berne. The eourse of study in Switzerland,
I may tellyou, is very strict, and a student who passes the Staats
Eramin must have worked long and faithfully to be sue-
cessful.” :

“The same systetr of clinies, I presume, is in vogue in
Switzerland as in other countries 2" ‘

“ Yes, but carried somewhat further. As students we natur-
slly were regular attendants at clinics, and etter passing a
certain period of our studies were accustomed to operate our-
selves and have patients to treat in torn, even before receiving
our degrees; consequently a practical as well as a theoretical
knowledge was acquired during the course of training we
went under,'’

“ After receiving your degree in Switzerland you practised
there for some time, did you not, doetor ¥

“Yes, both as physician and surgeon, and with uniforin
success,” .

* On your return to London, did you at once start practice
there, doctor #” ]

“ Well, I can hardly say that I did in the sense that you
mesn. Affer having registered in England I went to Dublin
snd studied there for some time in the King's and Queen’s
College, from which institution I also received double
degrees, the two degrees of Licentiate of Physicians
and the Licentiate of Midwifery. 1 had determined to
qualify myself in Great Britain as an obstetric specialist and
could scarcely have attained my object at & more distinguished
institution. On returning to London I was appeinted resident
physician of the * Women's Hospital * which pesition I held for
about two years. As you can easily imagine I was emabled
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during the course of my practice at that institution to further
my studies in the diseases of women and children, and I found
the experience of inestimable benefit to me afterwards.”

“ Angd on leaving the ‘ Women's Hospital,' doctor, I believe
you practised very extensively in the old country and ou the
continent 2" .

“*Yes, I bave lived in most countries in Europe in the
capucity of a physician and have many friends in the profession
on the other side.”

* Naturally, you are a clever linguist 2"

“ Well, I suppose I may call myself a good linguist as I
speak Spanish, Italian, German and French, equally as well us
Engiish, but I can claim no particalar eredit for that. I have
lived in the different countries where those languages were
spoken, and often in parts of themn where not a word of English
could be understoed, so it was cnly natoral, especially when
acting as a physician, that I should rapidly acquire the language
of the country. ¥You mwust also recollect that a large portion of
my studies were made in foreign ecountries, where my teachers
and lecturers did not understand English or if they did never
used it in instructing theirjpupils, so it would be a wonder if T
were not & linguist, rather then a matter for surprise, that I
m "

“ Apropos of treating patients in eountries when you had
not as yet become familiar with the language, did you not find
great difficulty in properly disgnosing o case, when you could
not freely question the patient 2"

‘' No, and that brings me to a peint that I meant to have
explained when speaking of my student days in Switzerland.
Often and agair we were given cases to diagnose and trent with
strict orders not to put a question to the patient. We were
obliged to form our conclusions entirely from the visible
symptons, such as temperature, pulse, sppesronce of tongue.
skin, eyes, &e¢., &c., and this stern training often proved of great
advantage to mie, in after years. To give you an illustration; at
one of the clinics a case would be brought forwerd and one
of the students would be ealled upon to diagnose it and pre-
scribe for it. He or she would not be allowed to ask
a single question, but would be obliged te form a conclusior from
sueh symptoms as manifested themeselves while the patient was
under examination. It was a splendid training for the observe.
tiopal faculties and resulted in one's sequiring a capability of
judging the condition of & patient with marvellous rapidity. As
you may have heard, a man or woman who consults & physician
almost invariably either exaggerates or holds back many of the
particulars that it is most essential to learn, and unless one cen
diagnose with a degree of certainty from some other source of
information than thas of the patient’s replies, the difficulty in
treating the case properly is doubled and very probably trebled.”

" Your habit then, doctor, is to go more by your own obsers
vation than by the replies you elicit from the patient in forming.
an opinion of a case ?”’

 Most certainly, Mr, Fair Pray, and I find it always the
safer course to take.” ) - .

At this point of the interview the doctor drew out & dainty
little cigaretie case and after, as o matter of formality, excusing
herself to her guest, placed a scented cigarette between her lips
and lighting it remuarked, ** You are not shocked 2t seeing a lady
smoke, Mr. Fair Pray ?”

“Not at all, doctor,” was the reply, ‘ the habit has
bocome & common ome both in America and on the Continent,
and at the present time, I believe, is.finding great favour in
England, Lady Colin Campbell hag taken up the ecudgels for
the privilege of ladies smoking, and, from her point of view,
thers is certainly much to be said in its favour. I am glad the
subject has been broached, as I would like your opirion upon
ity not from a social but from a medical point of view. Do you
think the habit, if pursued in mederation, inimical to & woman's
kealth or constitution ?” -

“ No, I certainly do not; as a smoker yourself, you know
what a soothing influence the narcotic has on you when you
are either overworked or troubled : it quiets the nerves “which
heve, perhaps, been overstrained, and conduces to & frame of
mind that is both receptive and logical. - As a harmless sedative
1t can scarcely be matched by any drug, and if not used in ex-
tess is certainly, to & great extent, beneficial. A woman's
oervous Bsystery is much more delicate than a man's, and
naturally more susceptible to overwork or mental strain ; 'why

1
e ——————

then debar her from & harmless indulgenoe, which, it moeder-
ately oxercised, onn do no huwruy, and in nine onses out of ten
will do good. Don't faucy, for an instant,” continued the
dootor, smilingly, ** that I an an advocate of an indiseriminate
copying of man's vices; far from it, I only contend that we,
ns women, have a perfect right to participate in such plonsures
as .our husbands and brothers do, providedthey are not delete-
rious to. our health, and do not in suy way detract from the
dignity of our womanheod, No one would ba mors scandalised
than myself were I see n womnan walking through the streets
with & cigar batween her lips, but a oigaretia at home is
another matter, and is neither ewére, if one looks at the mattor
from s sensible point of view, nor iniraiensl to the health.”

“T agrae with you thoroughly, dostor," replied the inter-
viewer, * and must thank you for an éxpression of opinion on
the subjeot ; but touching the rights of women to sioke, may I
go & step further, and aslk your opinion of tho extension of the
franchise to the women of New Zealand 2"

“ Tam thoroughly infavour of it. If you grantthat the odu-
cated woman is equa{in mental capacity to the edueated man,
why deny onethe privileges you neoord to the other?- The average
woman of intelligence has no desire to exhibit hersolf as & stump
orator, but she does claim the right of exercising her judgment,
and having o voies in the decision as to who shlSl make the lnwe
which shall govern the setions of both her and ler children.
It has been argued that a womnn's time iy too fully cooupied
by her domestic duties to enubloe hey to so eduente horsolf paliti.
cally as to give an intelligent vote. To this I would reply that
you are insisting upon a higher cducational and observa-
tionsl standexd for o wemoan than you do for o man. How
many men who have the right to vote for our reprosentatives in
Parlimment have mada the atudy of polities that you olaim &
.woman should have made before being entitled to the franchise ¢
Iow wmany of them, I wight further sk, are there who go to
the polls ond simply vote as they are directed to, without
o thought or care as to whab the rosult muy bé? If you wish for
an educational quilifieation, beforo the franchise is extonded, T
have no fault to find with your argument, but lot it apply to
both sexes-egnally. I certninly sm in favour of extending the
franchise to wowen, and I see no roason why I should not gon
step further and express my opinion thst u woman should
be eligible to o seat in tho Houss, for surly thero ure many
women whose intelligence is vustly superior to sowne of our
present legislators.”

“Your answer Las quite convineed mo, doctor, that in sn
srgument of this character, & man, unless ho were exceptionally
ifted, would, in most cases, havo the worst side of the question ;
but, to return to yourself, may I ask if you intend rvemaining in
Wellington for any length of time 7"

“ Certainly, Mr. IFatR Prav. My practics in Wollington
has grown beyond my anticiputions, and I shall, in all probabi-
lity, remain here for some time. I, of course, may ub times
vigit Auchland and Christchurch to see my patients there, but
ixt present my infention is to make my head-quarters in Wael.
ington."

v Well, doctor, I must thank you for tho tiné you have
granted we ond the information you have giveu, which will, 1
a1 sure, prove of interest to our. renders. Yon have stosd your
examination 8o good-naturedly, that I am afraid I can hardl
call it a revengoe for my defeat at chess; that I am afraid¥
must postpone until another time.” ‘

“You will always find me ready to give it to you whon
1 can spare the leisure from my work.”

“1 sappose with your extensive practice you have not much
time to devote to Boclety ?"

¢ Society, Sir ? Well, no, I have neither the time nor the in-
clination. Society, Mr. Faie Prav, is only fit for fools and
idlers and nothing bores me so much as your vapid societ
woman or man, with their insane small talk and scmda[y:
mongering.” N .

@ Do you find muoch jealousy from the male members of
your profession, doctor ?"

* Well (with a smile) the green-eyed monster is not con-
fined to the amorous swain, but unforturately pervades all
ranks and professions, but I am plensed to say I vise superior
toit. I live my life as I deem £t, and in doing o1y humble
b“tte t<: sasuage pain and help my fellow creatures, I am
content.” ) .
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It wouldn’t be o bad idea if on some Sunday evening &
census of mttendances at all places of worship throughout the
colony were taken with the object of showing the proportion
of New Zealanders who observe the Sawbath. The proportion,
we fancy, would be found to be higher than it is in most
countries. The explunetion of this is traceable to a cause beyond
our ken. Tt may be parsons give us alittle less dogma; it may
be that the churches worl on broader lines; or it may be that
chureh life is hotter organised. We don’t for 2 mzoment suppose
that the church-goors are imbued with deeper religious feeling.
The average Colonial who goes to church every Sunduy to
deelave himself a miserable sinner believes in his heart that he
is giving Providence the best of the deal, and is grossly exagger-
ating the ease.

There is much usefal work for thewhurches to do. After-
noon tens and lawn tennis on weele days, and prayers and ser-
ons on Sundays will not regenerate the masses. We don‘l;.
assert that all parsons, having partaken of that “ exhilarating’
beverage, nnd indulged in those physieal and mental ml}lebics,
atten:pt to satisfy their conseiences that they have_done !:heu- duty
by the people. Not at all. We have on our “ little list' n few
earnest workers, who make ib their business to understand the
girommstances of the people’s lives ; who in their sertnons deal
plainly and pointedly with the questions of the day; and‘ha._ve
enough consideration for their hearers to spare them an inflie-
tion of the '* fvstly, secondly, thirdly, andlastly, my dear brethren”
order; and who generally do what they can to patch up the
broken thrends of the social fabric. There is plenty of raw
imaterial of the best quality to work on, but, alus | the labourers are

few.

Hullol What'sthis ? ¢ Major-General Tulloch, Comman-
dunt of the Victorian military forces, says the refusal of the
Gladstone Government to strengthen the DBritish Navy is
inimical to the interests of Australia, end in the evens of war,
in the present position, the Navy would be unable to pro-
tect the trade routes of colonial commerce.” No doubt. Wonder
how many thousand millions it would eost to doall this?  Ae-
cording to the gospel of Tulloch, if half the population were en-
gaged in the construetion of warships and t'other half in mann.
ing 'em, we should bein & tolerable state of preparedness. In
other words, take cave of the Navy; the country will take care
of itself,

L L -

Seriously though, this question of defence is a matter for
enrnest consideration. It is of little use the colonies severally
tinkering with the defences. What is wanted is a federation of
the defences of the colonies. It is sbsolutely necessury that the
colonies should join hands in the matter and formulate & plan
by which Australasia may, if ever the dread time comes, be in a
position to ab least hold its own. New Zealand is, perheps, in
& worse state of unpreparedness than any other of the colonies,
She would be an easy sunp for our friends, the Roosians, All

the same, it would be too big a contract for New Zealand to
undertake single-handed. There must be combined action, and
the sooner an intercolenial conference on the subject is held the
better. ’

We have carefully seanned the pages of history only to find
that all leaders, be they emperors, kings, or premiers, are writiten
down by one or other of the truthful Liistorians as - prevaricators,
dissemblers or liars,” or words to that effect. 8o that we
may be excused if we pget off a sigh of relief. It
is such o econsolation to dissover that this fair country of curs is
not respounsible for the ereation of this undesirable species, but
it is just as well to state that we have been lel to manufacture
this preface in view of the clap-trap about premnier suceession.
Mr. Srddon is reported to have said that it was Mr. Ballance's
wish that he, Mr. Seddon, should be his, Mr. Ballance's, sue-
cessor, The Opposition journals have had a long sustained shriek
in & top key, denocuneing Rickard John as a fabricator, a fibber, a
usurper, ete. Indeed, the subject has been written up to suchan
extent that the moment we give it a thought we are eonfronted
with & blurred vision in which the faces of R. J. 8. Ananias,
He Hem Smith, and Mephistopheles are faintly diseernible,
Prithee, give us a rest. .

- L] -

TFurther reports come to us of the terrible depression a-
present existing in Melbourne and throughout Vietoria, Itis
stated that it is a common thing for the children of respectable
parents to go about the streets of the city and suburbs solieiting
food. The unemployed continue to increase, and things appear
to be in a desperate state. Mr. Patterson, the Premier of the
colony, has  brusque manner of receiving those who apply for
work, A few days sgo a deputation of the unemployed waited
ou him, begging that they might be given something to do. All
the satisfaction they got was the following eharacteristic reply—
“ The Government would not mislead the people.  If no work
existed the Govermment cowld not and would not make it.”
Rather eold comfort on an empty stomach.

Mr. Kirk, late of Hawera and at present a penstonnaire in
the well-condueted establishment of the hospitable Mr. Garvey,
is mow, no doubt, repenting in (broad-arrow marled) saclkeloth
and ashes the ways that are dark and tricks that are vain, which
led to His Honour the Chief Justice sending him up for “12
months hard.” Kirk's case was one of the most irapudens of
which we have ever heard. DBarefaced robbery, of Messrs.
Nathan and Co. and the other ereditors, was what he desired to
carry out, but Juckily he had somesmarter men than himself to
deal with and, noswithstanding all his cleverness, he failed in
his attempt to take a txip to California at other people's expense.
We heartily congratulate Messrs. Nathan and Co. upon their
prompt aetion in the matter, and upon having sent thisaudacious
rogue to gaol. The merchants suffer only too much and too
frequently through scamps of the Kirk class and, now that an
gsample has been made, we hope that it will have the good effect
of striking terror into the hearts of would-be dishonest traders
and meking them *f go straight,” whether they like it or not.

A. LAWSON,
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Mr. W. W, Collins.

Mr. Willizm Whitehouse Collins, whose portrait we publish
above, is one of the new members of Parliament, and represents
Christchurch in the House of Representatives., He was born nt
Harborne, Staffordshire, on September 4th, 1854, and is the
grandson of John Collins who, as a Chartist leader, suffered 12
monthe' imprisonment in Warwick geolin 1889. His father,
Joseph Colline, was o Birmingham manufecturer. Mr. Colling
received his education in a private school at Harborne, and
afterwards studied in the Midland Inpstitute and at Mason's
Seience College, Birmingham. Mr. Collins at one time had
serious intenticns of entering the Ministry, and in preparation
for thet work drifted into a line of thought #hich eventually
landed him on the freethought platform. He was for some
years employed in his father's business, and on his retirement
about 1878, became one of the firm of Colling Bros. During
Charles Bradlaugh's Parlinmentary struggle, My, Collins threw
himself heartily into vhe contest for constitutional vights, speak-
ing in all the principal centres in England until the deruands on
his time compelled him to decide between business pursuite and
the platform. From this time forward Mr, Collins had the
persopal friendship of Charles Bradlaugh. In 1884, after pass-
the examiration in science and philosophy, he was granted a
diplome as special lecturer to the National Secular Society.

He was o member of the Birmingham Junior Reform Club, and
was in immediate contact with some of the men who have made

their names famous in English politics. In 1885 he received
and accepted an invitation from the Sydney Liberal Association
to become ifs permaneut lecturer, and in January, 1386, de-
livered his first lecture in Sydney. Since then he has lectured
in nearly evary part of Australasia. While in Sydney Mr.

Collirs started a newspaper, Froedom, advooating politioal,
social and religious liberty and himself edited jt. In J nr;un.ry, .
1800, he come to New Zealand and lectured throughout the
colony, eventually settling down in Christohurch, where ho hna
remained nlmost continually sinee, being President and lastuver
for the Canterbury Freethought Associntion. In polities Mr.
Collins is an ardent Liberal. In philosophy he is a gront ad-
mirer and devoted student of Horbert Spencor. Ho has in
science and nrt received South Kensington distinotions, and was
for o time science lesturer tothe Tochnioal Bonrd of New Bouth
Wales.

Arthur Desmond.

_  They are stoning Arthur Desmond, snd, of courso, it's
understood
By the people of New Zoaland that he isn't any good.
He's o plagiavist they tell us, nud o scomp—Dbut aftor all,
Ho is fighting pretty plucky with his buck ngainst the wall,

*When I seo a fellow sinner fuce abont and stand his ground,
All alone and undefended, while tho crowd is howling
round~—
And his nearest friends forsuke him, just because his cneo is
i~
Why, I think it's timie that someone said a word or two
for him 1

They are damning Arthur Desinond for the battle that he
fought—

Tor his awinl ecrime in saying whut so muny people
thought. '

He was ariven from the country—v-but I like to see fair
play—

And to slander absent brothers—why it pin't New Zea-

land's way.

Once I met with Arthur Dosmond “osnd I took hin by
the hand,"”

But T searcely think the action spoilt my chance for
Promised Land ;

And I think of Arthur gazing, with his enrnest, thoughtful
eyes,

Out beyond the brighter ages that we cannot realise.

He'll be shot or gnoled they tell us (so were othars in the
van)

Be it prison cell or bullet, he will meet it like o man.

And 'twere best to have been neutral whon his stormy
path is trod,

And we &ll are brought together level ot the bar of God.

AN AUBTRALIAN Exinz.

[We are not an admirer of Desmond, nor dowe agree with
the arguments (if they may be called such) that he advances.
In publishing the above we are actuated by an appreciation of
of the sentiment conveyed and the Literary merit of. the verle
Ed. Faie Pray:] ' .
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Sairy Snodgins goes to
Belmont.

I was 8o egsited
shout that affair last
week, Mr. Haditor,
that T forgot to wish
you and Mre. Heditor
and all the little
Hedifors & Merry
Xmas, but hopes as
you'll egscuse Ty
seemin’ negleet, for it
was only seemin' neg-
=N leet, for I did wish
you an’ everybody else
a Merry Xmas, an’ after all the New
Year is the best time for good wishes,
an’' I am sure, Mr, Heditor, I wishes you

an' yours, and all the Farr Prav staff, -

even to the printer's divil, a happy an’
a prosperous New Yeor, and I hopes that
Farr Pray may see many, many New
Years, each year becomin’ more true to
ite mame of Fair Pray,

An’ now, Mr. Heditor, after this little
degression, T thort your readers mite be
interested an' p'raps amcosed—the' it
was no fun to me-—at on account of my
adventures on Boxin' Day. After tea cn
Xmas Day Snodgins says 0 me,
“ Sairey,” he says, “ where would you
like to go to-moerrow ?° hesays.

“ Where do you perpose we should go,
Bnodgine 7’ I says. ’

“Well, Sairey,” he says, “I met your
nevvy Tom Jenking, as is in the Gexrysen
Band, an’ he agsked me if we was goin’
to there pick-nick, ns his wife wanted io
know if we wou d jine them,” he says,
“ag is to a bewtiful place ocalled Bell-
mont,” he says.

“The very thing, Snodgins,” I says.
So hof he went to tell them we would jine
thern, an' to make all the finall arrange-
ments. Next mornin' we was hup by 5
o'clock a.m. ss the trane started at 10
o'clock a.m., an’ we had all the wittles to
get ready, an' beside I do objeck to bein’
hurried. So 'aving brake-fasted,

“ Now Snodgins,” I says “get down
the pick-nick hamper,” I says, ‘“an’ you,
Kate Deborah, get some plates, an’ cups
an’ gorcers, knives an’ forks, spoons, tabel-
napking, tabel-cloth, an' ete,” I says.
Then, turnin’ to Snodgins, ag stud with
the open hamper before him, doin’
nothin’ (men is such helpless ereetures,
are they not? ‘Ahem! I forgot I
was addressin’ & man—pleese excuse the
slip an’ now, Spodgins, hury hup, an'
put these here crooks at the bottom, so as
they wont smash ; now the tablecloth an’
napkins, en’ here's a mice foul an' =
tong ; nowa loaf, an’ 8 jar of butter ; now

gome nice scones, and here’s some minee ‘-

pies, custerds, tarts, fruit an’' lollies, for
the childeren, bless 'hem, I says, as loves
childeren. tho' I es none of my own, an’
I hopes they wont be sick, I says. Oh,
an' here's s little pot of mustard, wich
you must pin in & corner, so as it wont
spill, an' here's & pound cake an’ some
tunch cakes, an' " X
‘' Heavin's, Sairey,” says Snodgins,
. “how much more are you agoin' to take ?
Are you agein' to feed the Band ' he
BBYH.

# Don'tyon interfere, Snodgins, as don't
want us to be be starved,” I says,
“for I heers as the bush does give you a
horful appetite, an’ specially childeren.”

‘* You seems to egepect it will anyhow,

‘Sairey," he says, grinnin’ like,

“Yes I do," I says, “butif you thinks
that's encugh—'" ‘ :

“I¢'l "ave to be, for the hamper's full,”
hasays.

“'We shall 'ave to take m kit then,” I
says, ‘‘for we muast. take a billy an’ a
teapot fo 'ave & cup of tea—an' here (I
knew he would'nt refuse this Mr.
Heditor) is & little bottle with a drop of
somethink short, in cagse any of us shall
be ill,” T says.

““Well, at last we had all redy, an' I
goea up stairs to donmy holliday happarel,
which consisted of a white dress, with
frills round the skirt an' body. My

‘husbing always says as white begomes

me, tho’ I did think I looked a trife
‘wide,” an' a green straw hat with pink
roses, yeller gloves, an’ shot siik parasol,
‘When [ came down Snodgins was redy,
an' looked neat in large plad tweed soot,
an’ straw hat, with a bit of white rag
tied round it. I chaffed him about tryin’
to look like a colonisn, an®eallin’ Kate
Deborah, us was goin’ withus, to help to
carry the luggage we sot out an’ reached
Wellington station about 9.30, where we
was 10 meet my neece, her husbing an’
childeren. I was so hot an’ breathless with
warkin' (you see 14.stones is no lite wate
to carry, Mr. Heditor) that,” I says,
“ Bnodgins, ind me a seet, my deer,” I
says. He went awey, but came back
diserpinted for there was not a seet
vakant,

‘ 8it on the hamper, Sairey,”" he says,
“ag is very strong, while I gets the
tickit, an’' sec if I canses the others,” he
says.

1 eat down, an’ he had not been gone
meny minutes when * Grate Hevens!™ I
ejackerlates, * where am I goin' to ?" an’
then to my horrer I found the lid of the
hamper had given way, an’ there was I,
with my too feet stickin’ up in the air, an’
my hands widely cluchin’ at space, an’ the
people laffin’ fit to split there sides, an' in
this plite Snodpins an’ Tom Jenkins
found me. .

" Why Arnt, what's the matter ?” SAYE
Tom,

“ Matter, indeed ? that's takin' & fool’
advice,” I says, savage. ‘‘Come an’ get
me out,” an' then the two of them put
fourth ull there strength an’ with the aid
of too of the musicaners, they got me on
o my feet. But what a state ] wes in to
be sure, My nice white dress was in such
a state I eould ’ave cried.

“Never mind, Arntie,” saysmyneece, an’
then they began to pick up allthe squashed
wittles, and made my hart bleed to see
my foul covered with jam, the tong all
over custard, an’ eakes, tes, sugar, lollies,
frate bein' stuffed into what was left of the
hamper. An' what they couldn't get in,
they stuffed interthere pockets, Then
the guard came along and bustled us inter
the tt:'a.ne, the whisle shreeked an’ hof we
went.

By the time we got to Belmont, I had
quite recovered myself. When we gob

out of the trane we put our luggigein a
safe place, and then Tom says,

“GCome along, all of you, an' I will
show you some of the beuties of Bel-
mont,” he says. So we crossed the
lines an' went along a footpath, but had
not perceeded far when a man stops
Bnodgins an’ says “You come from
town ? .

. “*Yes,” says Snodgins.

“ This is not a place for the publie,” he
says; ““ you must pay me," he says.

“Meke the other people pay firat,
an' then we will,” says Snodgins,
knowin'.

An' so we went on follerin a windin’
path, with bush-covered hills to our left,
an' to our right some twenty to fifty feet
down, ran & bewtiful stream. ¢ Let us
go down here,” says Tom, pintin' to a
path which led to a pretty green space
beside the streamn—an’ he led an' we fol-
lered. When we got down, I stud en-
raptured—the scene was s0 luvly.

“Oh, what luvly ferna at the other
side of this water,”" I egsclamed.

“Yes, we will get some before we go,
but in the meentime, as you likes this
place so much, TUnele Sam'el an’

I will go an’ get the wittles, Arnt,"” Tom

HRYS. .
th Do,” T says, as here we shall be,  far

from the ragged erowd,” I says poeti-

kally.

“ When they had gone I says to Aun

Jane, “T woald like to get some of them

ferns,” I says. '

# Let me get some for you, Arnt Sairey,”
she says. .

% No,"” I says, *Ann Jane, I must 'ave
the plesure of gettin' them myself, as
can easyily get over them stones,” T says.

“ Wall, take care,” she says, “an’ I will

- foller you &8 soon as I 'as fassened Mary

Annu's pinafore,” she-says.

So away I goes, an' comin’' to the .
stones hegins to pick my way across, but
findin' it not so easy, I wish I hadn't
come,” I saysto myself, *“bub I shall not
give in—Try, try, try again'—an’ splash
I went 'into the streem. Of course,
womsen-like, I screemed an' Ann Jane
rushed to my assistance, but she mite as
well 'ave tried to move a house as move
me. “ Get your shoes an’ stokina' off
childeren,” she screemed, * an’ come an’ -
help me.” The children, God bless 'em,
came an’ did there best, but it was no
use. There I was dlingin’ onter the
giones till Ann Jane, seein’ a man, called
to him, an’' Snodgins an’ Tom returnin’,
come to the rescue, and I, like a drowned
rat, was dragged fourth from (what mite
‘ave been, a watery grave. -

Now, what was to be done? I :could
not stay there Iike that, with my clothes
all wet an' clingin’ to my form, an’ feet
saterated, an' T was too ashamed to go
down to one of the few houses, 50 at last
Ann Jane sudjested that I shud go inter
the bush, take off my boots an’ siokin’s
an’ the wettest of my clothes, an’ wrap
myself hup in a rug, wich they had for-
tinately brought, while they. hung -my
clothes out to-dry. This L. congénted to,
80 givin' me & piece of jammed foul and &
mince-pie with rustard on it, an' some
of the contents of the bottle wich Snodgins
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didn't refuse to bring (and a good job he
didn't), I made myself as comfortable as
I could under the circumstances. After
bein' there some time, an’ ‘aving no ona
to speek to, I gat drowsy and fell asleep,
an' dremt I was lost in the bush, an’ that a
Mariee-man was tryin’ to kiss me, when

tiood Hevens, what's that?' an’'
ppenin’ my eyes, I found a dog rabbin'
its nose agenst my face, at which I was
very much relieved, After T had re-
eovered from my frite, I began to think
it was time some one was comin’ fo
see how I was gettin' on.  But the
minits went by an’ no one came. ¢ Can
they 'ave forgob me 2" I thinks, An’then
I gets alarmed, an’ then all sorts of thorts
come into my ‘ead. ‘‘Arethey so ashamed
of me thai they ’ave left me," I thort;
vor is Snodgins danein to the Garryson
Band with some of them girls,' or, worse
thort atill, ¢ 'ade they gone 'ome an’ left
me to be eaten by the Mariees, as could
never resist 14 stone,” I groned. Then
I thott I'd shout, so at the top of my
vice I screeched, ¢ Sam'el! Apn Janel

“wa lost one of thé childeren, an

Tom | Come to me,” and then I haeers
& vice say,. .

“ Don't go neer hér | she’s mad.”

“ Mad or no mad, I w4il help the poor
goul," an' then & man’s face peeps in
at me, an' & kind vice says,

* Can I do anythink for you, my poor
woman " .

“ (o away,"” T screeches.

“Do let- me 'elp you out of this
place, as you will get cold,” he says,
an' then he gently, but firmly draggs
me out, an’ was just goin' to ask me
'nother question, when Snodgins runs
hup, brethless. .

“Qh, fergive us, Sairey,” he says,
seein' you had fell nsleep, I jined in
the serch, and at last we found her
Then turnin' to the men he says,

*This is my wife, sir, ns had a mishap,
and fell into the streermn, an' we.had to
dry her clothes,” he egsplained, for he
saw the man thort I was mad. .

“ Take me home, Sam’el," T says, ** for
this 'as been a day of tripulation,” I snys.

11

Just then Ann Jane, Tom, and the childeren
ame hup; I retired to my bowdwar, an’
with the help of Ann Jane, got inter my
damp clothes and hurried to the piation
only to find we had to wats about too
hours, as I think is » disgrace to the Rail-
way Company, ai’ me shiverin' so much
that not even the whole of the contents of
the little boftle could warm e, so that is
how I pnssed my first Boxin’ Doy in New
Zenland, an’ if you gets no letter next
week you will know I've got the influenza
or neurslgin or somethink worse, In
conolusion, Mr. Heditor, let me say thnt
if T dies, I should like the ¥a1r Pray staff
to accompany to its last home, the mortal
remains of

Yours, truly,

Q}wﬁu} ?Jnm;rAM
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PHOTOGRAPHY in COLORS.

Nature's Living Tints Falthfully Repro-
duced by the Camera.

Photography in eolorsis a dream thathas
inflamed many besides the mere amateur
and the enthusiast. Like several other de-
lusions that will never die, it has been re-
ported a fait accompli over and over again;
yet the world still waits for colored photo-
graphs and waits in vain, if what it ex-
pects are correctly tinted repwductmna
teken direct from nature. The best that is

THE HELIOCHROMOSCOPE AND ITS INVENTOR.
gaid to have ever been done in this respect,
and ft is very wonderful, is the so called
“composite heliochromy’ of Mr. Frederic
Yveas of Philadelphia,

" In this process three pictures are taken
simultanecusly on one plate, through col-
ored screens of special cobetruction, by
meane of which each image is made to
represent one of the three fundamental
color sensations produced on the eye.
Theee three images are superimposed one
on another by & triple optical lanter, or in
Bn instrument of highly ingenjous construc-
tioncalled the “hellochromoscope,’ of Mr.
Ives' own invention, by means of which the
original object IB shown not only in ap-

arent relief, asin the familiar sterenscope,
ut also in the exact colors and shades of

B’I‘hese pictures, speaking wvulgarly, are
pot colored photographs. Thethree aotual
images on each plate are black and whiteas
usual, with a difference merely as regards
the distribution of light and shade in each;
it i3 only when they are combihed and
when the proper conditions are restored
that the illusory effects of color are given.

The heliochromoscope is a small square
box with an eyepiece, somewhat resembling
acamera. In exhibiting specimens, after
tumning the instrument toward the light,
My, Ives slipped in front of it what ap-
peared to be an ordinary photographic neg-
ative with three pletures on it arranged in
trefoil. This, however, he asserted, was
not a negative, but a simple positive taken
on glass instead of paper. The images were
not colored, but merely differed from one
ancther in regard to the arrangement of
light and shade.

On putting one's eye to the eyepiece there
appeared in full relief an absoclutely perfedt
representation of a dish of fruit; glossy red
apples, mottled yellow ba.nnnu. snd a
lusclous bunch of green grapes covered
with a tempting bloom that made one's
mouth water mors then all the efforts of
Dutch genre painters could ever do, Sav-
oral elmilar objeots followed; then camae
photographs of colored pictures, of of
" paintings, of Swiss scenery, in all the liviog
oolors of nature.

The Hotteat Spot o Earth,

The hottest region on the earth’s purface
is on the southwestern coast of Persia, on
the border of the Persian gulf, jndging by
the following from an exchange:

“For 40 consecutive days in the months
of July and August the mercury has
been knownto stand above 100 degrees in
the shede night and day, and to run up
as high as 130 degrees in the middle of the
afternoon. At Bahrein, in the center of the
most torrid part of this most torrid belt, as
though it were nature's intention to make
the place as unbearable as possible, water
from wells is something unknown. Great
phafts have béen sunk to & depth of 100, 200, l
800 and even 500 feet, but alwa.ys with the!
same result, no water. This serious draw-
back notwithstanding, a comparatively
numerous population contrives to live
there, thanks to copious springs which
burst forth from the bottom of the gulf
mors than a mile from the shore, '

“The water from these springs is ob-
tained in a most curious and novel man-
ner, - ‘Machadores,’ whose sole ocoupation
is that of furnishing the people of Bahrein
with the life giving fluid, repair to that
portion of the pulf where the springs are
situated and bring away with them hun-
dreds of skin bags full of the water each
day., The water of the gulf wherse the
springs burat forth is nearly 200 feet deep,
but these ‘machadores’ (divers) manage
to fill their goatskin sacks by diving to the
bottom and holding the mouths of the
bags over the fountain jets; this, too, with-
out allowing the salt water of the gulf to
mix with it. The source of these subma-
rine fountains is thought to be in the hills
of Qsmond, 400 or 500 miles away. Being
situated at the bottom of the gulf,itisa
mystery how .they were ever discovered,
but the . fact remains that they have been
known since the dawn of history.”

A Brief Epitaph.

A facetious story is told of a pauper who,

having died in a workhouse, was to bes
buried in the most economical fashion, The
master proposed to inscribe aver his tomb-|
stone:

THOMAS THORPS,
: HIS CORPSE.

The guardmns at the next meeting of the
board forbade such & profligate expendi-
ture of the rates and ordered the epitaph to
be curtailed thus: ‘

: THORPY' i
: CORPSE. :

b3
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Bees and Birds Court Society.

Bees and birds court the society of man—
that is, they seek the locality where fields
and gardens abound, for they fare better
when kuman industry extorts from the soil
the products upon which they subsist.
A Maine bee culturist says it is the rarest
thing in the world to find bees away irom
the settlements or from openings where
flowers grow. It is in the small patches of
forest they are oftenest found and generally
not far from the edge of the woods. It is
the same with birds. There are no song
birds in the northern Maine wilderness and
searcely anything that can be cslled bird
life. Birda clusésr around towns and vil-
lages,

OPERA HOUSE.

Under the Direction of
CHarLES HoLLoway and ANDREW MoNEY,

HOLLOWAY
Dramatic Company.
EVERY EVENING AT 3.

THE SHAMROCK & ROSE
CROWDED HOUSES..
Evetybody delighted with the Realistic
oecenes, the Startling Surprises, &
Stirring Situations of this
MODERN DRAMA OF IRISH LIFE.

Monday & Tuesday ng‘ Qf Iron
Wed, Thurs. & Fri. My Jack

Satorday Tre Workman

Box Office at Dresden Piano Warehouse,
Day Tickets at Aldous' and James' Tobae-

conjsts. J. E. PETHERICK.
Business Manager.

SHART'S GRITERION THFATFE,

Opposite New Zealender Hotel,
Under the management of Mr. Walter Price.
EVERY EVENING AT 8.

THE WORLD’'S TRIO axp

AMERICAN NOVELTY COMPANY
CONTINUED SUCCESS.
AUDIENCES NIGHTLY INCREASING.

Yielding to numerous suggestions, Mr.
Price has pleasure in announcing that he
has taken into consideration the prevailing
depression, and will for the remainder of
the season the tariff of admission as follows:

Front Seats, Qs.; Second, {s. (entrance
Manners St.); Family Circle gd. gentrance

Herbert St.).
=s. As. G

The Finest Combination that ever ap-
peared in this city. Worth going a long
way to see.~—Vide Wellington press.

Entire change of programme to-morrow
({Saturday) night.

Secure tickets at Aldous’, tobacconist,
during the day, and avoid the crush at
night. Doors open at y.15, overture at 8.

Stage Manager.. Mr, Harry Crawford.

Musical Director .. Professor Fischer.

SUNDAY EVENING.

NEW YEAR'S EVE.
Our FirsT GRAND SACRED CONCERT.

WELLINGTON
CALEDONIAN
SOCIETY.

ANNUAL GATHERING
NEW YEAR’S DAY.
BASIN RESERVE

QUOITING COMMENCES 10 AN,
GENERAL GAMES 12.30 a.m,

JAS. B2SPEED, Sec,
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In order to close accounts in an Estate
he following Properties must be sold :—
Eligible Property, situated in Constable
street ; price £400. .
Do. do., Owen-street; price £400,
Do. do., Mansfield street; price £410,
Do. do., Cardrll.street; price £325.
Do. do., Cardall-street ; price £335.
Do. do., Percival and Dixon-streets
price £740,
Do. do., Percival-street; price £720.
Eligible Villa Property, situated in
Mamara-crescent, with unrivalled
view; price £750.
Eligible Shop and Dwelling, situated in
Wordsworth-street ; price £450.
In all cases liberal terms may be ard
ranged. This i3 a rare opportunity to
acquire good freeholds at low prices.
Apply to
Mr. W. C. WEBB,
Owen-street, Newtown

to
THOMPSON & BALDWIN,

_Brandon-street.
an

A
JOURNAL FOR SENSIBLE MEN & WOMEN
———— e
An Unprejudicad New Zealand Weekly,

Or

— (i
“FAIR PLAY IS A JEWEL
PROPRIETORS :
Tue FAIR PLAY NEWSPAPER Co. Lo,

PUuBLISHERS ;
McEEE AND GAMBILE,
6, CusToumEOUSE QUay, WELLINGTON,

PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY.

C&qm.r, Drafts, ete., and all Business Com
munications, to be addressed to THE MANAGER,
Literary Communications to THE Epitor,

THE EDIToR will always be glad 1o reteive
contributed wems, paragraphs, verses, shetches
and short tales on local “or colonial tapi“s’
sacial, political, oy oflierwise. ’

Communizations intended for Publication
.rﬁom'a" be written in ink and only on one side
of the paper.  dAnonymows letters are consigrned
0 the waste-paper bastet,

Unsuitable contritutions will not be returned
unless o special request to that effect, and the
Mecessary stamips to cover cost of Postage, e
sent with thent,

THE EDITOR will nof enier into any corres-
Pondence concerning rejected mantscript,

The subscrigtion to FAIR PLAY 45 I55.per
annum, or 7s. bd. half-yearly, post free pay-
able in advance, ana may be forwarded in
stanips, S

Alterations of standing advertisements must
be sent i not later than Tuesday at noon, The
latest time for receiving casual advertisements
i Wedngsday, § pm., P.O. Box 240, Tele.
Phone jog. -
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H‘ow About that Report?

OxE of the wvery first subjects which
should be taken in hand by the pross
of the colony during the first months
of the new year, aud discussed with
all possible fulluess and freedom,
is the question of the defences of the
colony, With six months' handling
—without gloves—Dby the press, there
will then be some fair renson to hope
that the new Parliament will pny
special attention to this important
matter, and will force the Govern-
ment, whether it likes tho job or
net, to pot our defences in o proper
state of efliciency. The present
state of affairs is a disgrace to all

.concerned, but the largest shore of

the responsibility undoubtedly lies
with the Governmert. The Premior
humbugged the House last session
most shamefully over the report sent
in by Colonel Fox, a report which
was, in its way, oue of the most
admirably compiled and most vala-
able state documents ever seen in
the colony. Dut for some reason or
other Richard the Fourth does not
like Cnlonel Fox, and what is, more
he didn’t like the report, That being
the case, careless -alike. of the
efficiency of the’ volunteer- service
and of the coloniul defences, regard-
less of all claims of the duty he
owed both to the officer in question
and” to the House, he mercilessly
burked all proper discussion of the

report, snubbed the officer, and held .

over the question of the defences
altogether. Perhaps he may lbave
taken this conrse with the mistaken
idea that thereby he would gain the
goodwill of the volunteers and their
officers, but we fancy it was more
to soften the feelings and pander to
the personal prejudices of certain
members whose finer feelings the
outspoken Colonel, scorning all poli-
tical humbug, and above any base
toadying to the powers that be, had
rudely offended by telling them some
wholesome, if unpleasant, truths,
Others have it that the Premier
shelved the report becanse he knew
that its adoption would ianvolve the
expenditure of a gond round sum of
money, Now tbe value of public

= ———]

money expendad, is, in tho Seddonian
mind, in exuct propertian to the
namber of votes to bo got, and Richard
the Fourth preferred to keep n fow
thousand * co-op.” men employed in
uscless and very costly public works
in constituencies where the Govorn.
ment candidate was weak, to spend-
ing it in putting the dofence of the
colony in better order. Whatever
may have bheen the canse, the result
is the snme. The volunteor servico
isat prosentin n woefully dicorganised
and disheartened condition, aud tho
coloninl defences nro in a state which
cin only truthfully be descriled as
chaotic.  Aund this is what we avo
confronted with at n time when the
European nir is so full of ramours of
war, when the British Government
have promised to mntorinlly incvease
the strength of the nnvy, at a timo
when the Victorinn Commandant,
Major-Genernl Tulloch. nlloges that
the coloninl commerce is nt tho morcy
of a foreign foo—aub n time whon
more than over previously, it is ne-
cessury that we should bo fully pre-
pared for the most serigus contingen-
cies.  Wo like Mr. Seddon for mnny
things, and we give him and his
Mimistry o gonoral support, but we
eunnot blind ourselves to the fact
thnt the apathy and negligonce of the
Premier over this question of oay
defences is well-nigh criminnl, M,
Seddon, like many ill-oducuted nnrl
selt-made men, is vory nwrrow ut
times, full of petty projucice and of
disliko of advice. Ie has, moreover,
of late shown signe of hecoming in-
tolernbly autocratic, nnd of niming at
Eluying the part of Dietator or Chief

oss of the colony. We can tell bim
plainly that the colonists will not
stand this foclish nssumption of an
infallibility which so ill befits him,
and that he muy go too far in his
bumptious indifference to the opinions
of the press and the public. Moast
certainly his policy of delibernte dis-
regard of defonce muttors, of snubbing
8 British oflicer of high experionce,
wnd of shelving a valuable and costly
state report, will not receive the
commendation of the coloniuts, We
hope, however, to see the mattor
taken up in real cnrnest by the
daily press of the colony, and to
notice the creation and solid growth
of a sound public opinion on the sub-
ject of our defences, an opinion
which Mr. 8eddon, who is quite
conning enough to back down when
he ever sees which way the wind

‘blows, will not be able—~will not dare

to disregard. We shall return to
the subject of Our Defences.'in

- another issue,
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SPORTS, GAMES & PASTIMES,

“Mr. T. W. Wynyard.

Mr. T, W, Wynyard, who is well-
known in omateur sporting cireles, was
born at the North Shore, Aduckland, in
1865. He is the youngest son of the late
Captain Wynyard and was edueated in
Auckland. He followed an office life
after school and went in for athleties of
all kinds when he was about 16 years of
age, notably, ericket, football, rowing and
running. He was & member of the
Nationnl football team that visited
England and Australia in 1888 and
1889 and was also chosen to re-
present New Zealand in the lest cam-
paign in Australia. As a rower he has
done & great deal in New Zealand, winn-
ing n number of colonial races, and pull-
ing to victory on several occasions with
Sullivan, now champion of England, He
came to Wellington sbout four years ago,
but could not find time to row and play
criclet at the same time, so kept to ericket
and becsme o member of the Midland
Cricket Club. Mr, Wynyard was a member
of the Aucldand Amateur Athletie Club for
many yeoars, and won several prizes includ.-
ing the Club’s $-mile championship in 1887
afterwards, in 1890, Mr. Wynyaxd joined
the Poneke Football Club, and has been
with them from the time of his joining up
to the present day; he is mow vice-
oaptain, and one of the most enthusiastie
players when the football season comes
around. In the match between the
Auckland and the Nelson team in 1889
the subject of our sketeh succeeded in
obteining two ‘tries’ and o gaol, o parti-
cularly good record for a single player,
although, as hie says himself, for awhile
he dropped foatball for ericket; still he
must have had a natural adaptation for
the former game, for when he firet joined

the Ponekes in 1890, he won Dr. New-
man's trophy for the best all round play.
Mr. Wynyard is a good specimen of the
young New Zealander, and is fortunate
enough to possess asound mindin & sound
body. The more young men of his style
that we breed in this cclony the better it
will be for the future of the country.

Blackham, one of the Australian ericket
team, says that in his opinion the English
fast bowlers completely demoralised the
Australians, who are too mueh used fo
tricky slow bowlers. ‘

One of the incidents of the last Mel-
bourne Cup: When the wife of a well-
known owner of racehorses saw hubby's
animal beaten even for a place, she
straightway tied herself up in a hysterical
attack and cleared about }-acre space
around her in 10 see. This is about the
only instance on record where it could be
safely agsumed o race was run absolutely
on the square.

At the rifle match between the Pahiatua
and Woodville rifle clubs, which was shot
at Woodville, the former club won by 24
points,

Up to the time of our going tc press
the results of the Chess Congress in Dune-
din were as follow:—Mellor v Cleland,
Melor yesigned ; Barton v Mouat, Barton
won by defanlt; Brown v Lelievre, the
game resulted in a draw; Edwards v
Barnes, wen by Edwards; Hookham v
Pleasants, Pleasants resigned.

Mr. T. W. Leslie, the walker, has left
for Dunedin to take part in the annual
athletic sports which are to be held there.
The sports will extend over three days.

The annual meeting of the Feilding
Athletic Olub was held on Bozing Day.
There was only a fair attendance pre-
sent. Mat Morrissey, Flanegan, and J.
H. King, all Ausbtralian performers, were
present. The two principal evenis were

the Sheffield Handicap (120yds.) and the

One Mile, they were won by Lett and
Dely respectively, both from Wanganui.
A.W. Watts won the 200 yards Cham-
pionship rather to the surprise of the
knowing ones, as both J. H. King and
Rogers ran in the race. Morrissey, the
Sydney man, won the Quarter hands
down. Watts, in addition to the win
mentioned, won both the hurdle races.
Bulloelk, of Wellington, won bothamateur
ro.ees,

The Wellington Caledonian Society
hield & meeting on Wednesday night, to
make arrangements for the sports fo be
held on New Year's Day. The enfries
for all events are much larger this year
than they have been at any previous
time, and if the weather is fine & most
enjoyable day is anticipated.

Mr. S. Nicholls, who has been for some
time living in Greytown, has returned to
Wellington. He has signified his inten-
tion of playing for the Midland Cricket
Club during the remainder of the season.

The athletic sports held at Porirua

under the auspices of the Porirua Athletic
. Club passed off very successfully. The
weather was _simply perfect, and there

wes a fair attendance, sbout 600 people
being on the ground. The prineipal
event—the Porirua Handicap of four
dietances—resulted in a tie between D,
MeGill, the Petone faotballer, and Brad-
ford, both men scoring 8 points each.
They agreed to divide the prize money.
The arrangements in connection with
the sports were excellent, and both Mr.
A. H. Bennie (the secretary) and Mr. G.
H. Watson (superintendent of sports) are
entitled to warm praise for the way they
carried ouf their duties,

Arrangements have been completed for
o rifle mateh between the junior teams of
the City Rifles and the Greytown Rifle
Club to come off on the Papawai range
on New Year's Day. The Wellington
team will meet at the Drillshed this
(Friday} evening to receive their ammuni-
tion and meke further arrangements for
the mateh.

At a special meeting of the Canterbury
Cricket Association in Christchurch, af
which delegates from Otago and Anck-
land were present, it was resclved, with
their entire concurrence, that the Canter-
bury Association be requested to accept -
all financial respepsibility for, and toun- -
dertake the sole control of the approach-
ing ‘match New Zealand v.New South
Wales, at Christchurch ; and that Mr. A.
M, Ollivier be asked to select the New
Zealand team,

The snnual angling ¢ompetition in con-
nection with the Canterbury Angler's
Society wes held at the SBelwyn on the
18thinstant. There weretwo competitons,
the contestants fishing first with minnows
and then with flies. In the former, Mr.
G. B. Ritchie was first with ten fish
weighing 50lb. 113oz. In the second,
Mz, H. MeCrostie was first with a total
weight of 23lb. 1loz. :

During theholidays the Messrs. Jessup,
of Wellington, made along bicycle jour-
ney. They left Palmerston at 1-45 p.m.
on Suturday, and axrived at Norsewood
at ;925 p.m. The trip was resumed at
8.15 next morning, and their destination,
‘Waipawn, was reached about noon. They
lett on the return journey at 410 the
same day, taking the train as far as
‘Woodville, and reached Wellington at
910 on Tuesday night. Mr. Herbert
rode from Wellington to Waipawa -and
back via-the Wairaraps.

The bowling greens in Wellington
were well patronised on Boxing Day. .
Both the Thorndon and Wellington

. Bowling Club mernbera turned ocut in full

force, and several interesting games were
played,

The Interprovincial Tennis Tournament
in Auckland is attracting the attention of
all lovers of the game throughout the
colony. The latest news which is re-
ceived just as we go to press, is thet Mr.
8. M. Marshall, of Christchureh, and
Miss Spiers, of Auckland, have been sue-
cessful in defeating Miss Cottrell and Mr.
J. Harreld in the Combined Double
Handicap. Miss Speirs played particu-
larly well.

The open sailing boats, Jone and Irex,
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are to be taken across to the Picton Re-
gatte on Monday.

Mr. A, 8. Paterson has been eleoted
Director of Sporta for the Caledonian
Society's Meeting in the absence of Lieu-
tenant-Colorel Hume.

It will be recollected that the New Zea-
land Amateur Athletic Association recently
refused permission to the Wairarapa Ath-
letie Club to assist the kindred organis-
ation in Wellington in sending &" team to
the championship meeting in Dunedin
next year. It is now stated that the men
who have been selected by the Wairarapa
Club will become members of the Wael-
lington Club and compete in the lntter
bedy’s eolours.

It has been decided to open & bowling
green in the grounds adjoining Parlisment
House. The site chosen isan excellent
one, and the idea worthy of commendation.
A little cut-of-door exercise and a littla
less devotion to Bellamy's will be of un-
doubted benefit to many of our worthy
legislators.

The crieket team selected to.meet Auck-
land seems fo have met with the approval of
the crities, the only one to whom excep-
tion has been taken being Ashbolt. Un-
doubtedly there are several players whose
performance during the season have
entitled them to priority of selection. On
& hard true wicket, such as in all proba-
bility we shall have, Ashbolt, as a bowler,
will be useless ; and then regrets will be
expressed that a hard hitting bat such as
Williams or Wynward was not included,
Lash, also, certainly should not have been
relegated to inactivity. However, it is
impossible o satisfy everyone, and a
Selection Committes that can so arrange
majters that adverse criticism is confined
to but one of the team is worthy of con-
gratulation.

The games on Saturday were of the
order known as *‘soratch.”” Wellington
fortified by Harris of the Phanix, and
Luek of Hawke's Bay, meeting the Mid-
land; and the Rivels essaying the duty ofin-
fiieting further ignominy upon the unfor-
tunate Pheenix. The Midland made a
splendid stand, the veteran Salmon
leading the van with & score of 74. Lusk
played artistically for 14, but the re.
mainder lacked vigour. Fitzsimmons
developed unexpected talent ; perhaps the
responsibility of going in first had some-
thing to do with it. The experiment of
changing the order is to be commended ;
meny & batsman who is perpetually com-
pelled to * initiate the tail' becomes dis-
beartened -and careless. The same
epplies to bowling, a few sesm to mono-
polise it all and then one wonders at the
paucity of good bowlers. Jones (60) and
O'Sullivan (56) were the mainstays of the
Rivals; the latter promises to be a erack
of the first water. ’

The Pressmen had a very enjoyable
match on Christross Day, the ** Great
Liberal Party - asserting a three wickets
superiority. .

In’the Wellington Rowing Clab Senior
Fours Heise (bow), H. Gamble (2), Pall
(8), C. Hooke - (stroke), : defeated G. S.

Hill (bow), W. Waters (2}, J. Patterson
(8), W. Simm (stroxe), by about two
lengths after a good race. Mr. F. M,
Marks acted as starter, and Mr. J. E.
Gamble as judge. Entries are now being
received for the Club Fours in which race
the winning crews will receive a special
prize of gold medals. ’

We are glad to hear that Watersis likely
to be sufficiently well to stroke the Wael-
lington Club's Senior Four, in which case
the erew will probably consist of Waters,
Graham, Young,; and Simm,

In the Star Boating Club's Junior Pairs
C. B, Trimmell, A. H. Barnett, and Wid-
dop (cox), easily defeated P. Blundell, 3.
Allen, and Brown (cox) by some 15
lengtha.

.The following entries hove besnraceived
for the Star Boating Club's Senior Sculls,
the first heats of which will be rowed after
the New Year holidays, viz., G: C. Fache,
F. Pawnall, K. D. Duncan, W. H. Marrah,
C. W. Palmer, E. L. Burnes, C. Penrce,
B, W, Wallaes, A. G. Hume, A. W, New-
ton, H. Palmer, and E. W. G. Strange.
Newton will probably prove the winner.

‘We hear the Star Club Mateh Com-
mittee heve selected the following orews
for the forthcoming regattas, although
the same have not yet been officially
made public, viz., Semior Fours: R, W.
Wallace (stroke), E. W. G. Strange (8),
G. F. Johnston (2), W, N. Morrah (bow);
Senior Pairs; A. W. Newton (stroke), W.
H. Morrah (bow) ; Senior Double Sculls:
A. W. Newton (stroke), A. G..Hume (baw)
Junior Fours: C, E. Matthews (atroke),
H. J. McLean (8), H. Palmer (2), C.
Pearce (bow) ; Maiden Four: A. Duncan
{stroke), G. C, Fache {8), R. Pownall (2),
K. D. Duncan (bow). If such is the case
I cannot compliment the Committes on
their selection, and think the following
would prove far better selections, viz.,
Senior Fours: B. W. Wallaee (stroke), L.
W. G. Strange {3), G. F: Johnston (2}, H.
Palmer (bow); Senior Pairs: A, W. New-
ton (stroke), W. H. Morrah (bow) ; Senior
Double Sculls: A. G. Hume (stroke), E.
L. Burnes (bow); Junior Fours: C. E.
Modthews (stroke), I. Burnes (8), C.
Pearce (2), J. E. Smith (bow); Maiden
Fours : A. Duncan (stroke), G. C. Fache
(8), H- Shearman (2), R. Pownall (bow).
With such & long list to choose from the
Committee skould not send any member
for more than one race, a8 when men are
training with a four they cannot devote
pufficient time to thepair-oared or double-
sculling event.

The Dresden Piano Coy.
HAVE ;
Instruments
Practically by every leading makers
in the world.
TIME PAYMENI A SPECIALITY.

The Dresden Piano Co,, -

WELLINGTON.

M. J. Brooxs, Mh.na.gar.

The Holloway Cowmpany openad on
Boxing night nt the Opera %ouae with &
new Irish drama entitled “ The Shamrock
and the Rose,” by Reyoolds. The pro-
duction is undoubtedly steged in an ex.
collent manner, the mechanioal effects
being superior Lo anything previpusly nt-
tempted in Irish drawnn, 'The plny{taell
is good in spots; some of the situations
being intensoly interesting and others fall.
ing rather flat. Tt would be superfluous
to give the plot, even if we could spare
the space, a8 all Irish dramas hove much
of a muchness sbout themn, There is al-
ways the same old villain, the same honest
Irish boy, who is o speoles of qross
between * Conn,"” in the ** Bhaughraun,"
and * Shoun,” in *f Arrah-na-Pogue,”
the ever familinr English lady; our old
friend the squire ; the informer; and the
protty Irish colleen. Add o fow police-
men and soldiers, shake togother carefully
and introduce o song or two and you have
the regulation Irieh drama. *“The Sham-
and the Rose is is bit above the usunl run,
still with its gorgeous setting it puts us in
mind of an old aequnintance in o new
suit of swell elothes.

Amongst thoeo situations which are
worthy of particular notico are the final

; denouement when tho villain Stephen

Flint is unmoasked, the scene of the
attempted murder ob tho derelict mill,
with the mechanical change to the Mill
race, the scene botween Morna Moaro,
and Stephen Flint, and the doath of Mrs,
Moore, in the evietion scene. Thoy are
all well worked np to and excopt thot we
know so well what is coming would be
intensely intoresting. :

Mz, Charles Holloway é)ln.yed Dandy
Dunraven, tho good-henrted, good-natur-
ed, reckless Irish boy. On the first
night he hardly seerzed to be in his usual
fortm, and on several ocensions nppenred

" o have forgotton his lines; on the seoond

night, howevar, .he wns more himself,
and gave o very creditable performance,
His rather indifferent acting on the first
night, howevor, threw the burden of the
work on the other mombers of the com-
pany, who, olthough they responded
nobly, gave the impression that they
were foreingthemselves. On Wednesday
and Thursday nights, however, nothing of
the kind was noticoable, and everything
went smoothly from start to finish.

Mrs. Holloway appeared ss Morna
Moore; judging from the roles we have
seen her in before, the character was
bardly one that suited her, and it was
only another proof of this clever little
lady’s versatility thot she sustained it so
admirably., Misa Linda Rnymondﬁpla ed
the pars of Rose Riverdale, the © ngﬂ:h
Rose.”" Although perhaps at times she
overdid the part by working » little too

. hard, she gave areally exellent all-round

interpretation, Miss Bayrond is o most
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consciencious actress and is deserving of
every credit for the attention that she pays
to the details of the character she im-
personates, Olly Deering is an old fa-
vourite and presents to usin the part of
“ Mixy Muleahy "' that curicus but too
often natural combination, & coward and
a bully, an ignorant drink-besotted scoun-
drel, who will go to ony extremity of
erime for money or revenge and then o
save his own worthless neck will betray
his comrades. It is not the Michael
Feeny style of villain, but the low
burly ruffien often .net with amongst
the most degraded class of the Irish
peasantry. Mr. Deering's make up
i ludierously grotesque, but it is true to
tha life, if the specimens we have seen of
the Irish “tramyps” in the countrydistriets
of Ameriea are any criterion to go by.
His acting was, as 1t usually is, all that
could be desired. Mr, T. G. Coughlan’s
Arthur Fitzilington wss one of the pro-
minent features of the produection, and
his impersonation of the Englishman who
had come to Ireland for exeitement and
got it—in ehunks—was most laughter-pro-
voking. Coughlan is a elever little fellow
and is sure to make a name for himself.
The other characters were well susteined
“and we regreb that we are unable to refer
to them in detail. On Monday evening
“The Shemrock and TRose' will Le
withdrawn to moke way for *“* The Ring
of Iron."”

The American Novelty Minsirel Com-
pany (late Ewmpire Mivstrel Company) is
doing good business at the new Criterion
Theatve, lately opened in Meanners street.
The theatre, which has recently been
transformed from o hall into a very cosy
little place of amusement, has a fair
senting capacity and is provided with »
stage that is requisite to all the require-
ments of the present compeny. The
wells are tastefully decorated and the
general appeavance of the intericr is all
that could be desired.

The coinpany which is performing at
prosent is o decided improvement on the

nversge travelling wminstrel and variety-

show, and the anagement undoubtedly
deserve success; & consunumation we
heartily wish them. The entertainment
consists of the wvsual * first pert,’ sue-
cesded bp o number of  turns,” and clos-
ing with o very mmmusing pantomimie
faree.

To enter into details, 1z the ‘¢ Srst part,”
there are some very good songs, both
comie and otherwise, given by Messrs,
Moore, Craswvford, Stowe, sud Naylor, and
by the Misses Holbein, Robertson, Delroy,
and Lynne. The second part opens with
& “turn " by Messrs. Moouney and Craw-
ford. 'We have seen a number of high
kickers, from [the Magiltens down, but
these two gentlemen are certninly artists
and deserving of unqualified praise.- As
groresque dancers there is room for im-
provement, and their work might be
done a trifle cleaner, but as contortionists
and Ligh kickers they will take a lot
of beating. Misses Delroy and Lynne
were not at all bad in the song and
dance, the * Rowdy Dowdy Boys," andmet

with evident appreciation from the ¢¢ gods.”
We were pleased to note the re-appsar-
ance of an old favourite, Mr. Chailes
Naylor, who seems to have profited by
his brief rvest, and is singing in really ex-
cellent voice. A word of praise is cer-
tainly due to Miss Tda Holbein who has
a sympathetic contralto voice. Sheis a
pretty little woman, and that is o big
point in her favour, Miss Polly Robert-
son also came in for a large share of
applavse. The entertainment concluded
with a very funny afterpiece, entitled
¢ The Lanndry Pantomime,”

Snazelle, who is at present in Seuth
Africa, has been getting into & row with
the press again., Some critie in that far
awsy country slated him, and Spazelle,
as usual, retalisted by blackguarding him
from the stage. The Tasmanian people
were not far wrong when they nick-
named him *‘Snarling Snazelle.”

The Myra Kemble Company, who are

now in Auekland, had rather bad Iuck in -

Napier, and were obliged to close their
doors there. The company gave & bene-
§t for the sufferers from the floed, and
drew a fairly good house, but the people
who attended the performance for ** sweet
charity’s sake,” refused to come again
for nmunement, and hence the burst-up.

Frank Thomton's proper name is
Tubbs. He has a brother in the office of a
well-known Hebrew financier in Mel-
bourne, Frank will be recollected by
meny old theatre goers ns the original of
the ‘¢ Private Secretary,” a travesty upon
which was recently played in Wellington
by Mr. George Leiteh and the Myra
Kemble Company, under the nams of the
“ Librarian.” Mr. Leitch is to Frank
Thornton, as the dark eyed mud to the
blonde haired snow.

Professsor Richard, the electrieian,
who was in Wellington somemonths back
is ot present in Charter's Towers, whers
he is scooping in the shekels of the
guileless banana-landers. :

George Miln, who advertised himself
throughout Australia a few years ago as
the "Grent American Tragedian,” but
who was as a matter of fnct scarcely
known in the - States” is at present
playing a piece called the ¢ Royal
Diverce,” in which he stars as Napoleon,
through the provinees in England-

The Heller Bouanze Company did
good business at Gisborne on Boxing
night, They open in Napier next week,

We publish below our eritique on the
last concert of the Wellington Orchestral
Society, which was, unfortunately, held
ovel oh account of pressure on our space.

The Wellington Orchestral -Society's
second concert of the fourth season was
held on Tuesday, 12th instant, at the
Opera House, before a large aundience.
The orchestra consisted of about forty
instrumentslists, under the conductorship
of Mr. Alfred F. Hill. A changs, with not
altogether the best of results, was the using
of three saxhorns instead of French horns.

The idea, though a good one, is not, in our
opinion, the best. We would suggest for
the future that if French horns are not
‘wvailable to get o flugel horn, saxhorn,
and enphonium ; these three instuments
would give the required compess, and
the tone would be more effective, because
the middla register counld be used instead
of the extreme register of the saxhorn.
We should Lke to deal with this subject
at length, because the lack of efficient
horn players has elways been a drawbaek
to this SBociety, but as space will not per-
mit, we simply advise some of our young
players to study this neglected instru-
ment, We are surprised at the deficiency
of the cornet players; we would recom.-
mend them to try and improve, and play
in fune. That theseinstruments were not
up to their work was manifest in the
opening bars of the ** Lohengrin Fan-
tasia,” and the cornet solo in the
“ Prayer from Der Freischutz,” was
painfully exaggerated. We point out
these instences as being the most promin.
ent defects in the orchestra. Generally
speaking, more rehearsal would have been
beneficial to all, and we hope before the
next concert the members will recognise
the duty they owe their conduetor, and’
make every effort to attend rehearsals, so
that all concerned may have fair play.
The concert opened with "Goldmark's
overture ** Im Fruhling.” This difficult
work was played in capital style, the piano -
passage for the strings being exceptionally
good, though at times the infonation was
false. The **Prayer from Der Frais.
chiitz"” was not so successful, the band
being unsteady, more particularly the
brass Rubenstein's ballet music from
* Ferramors’ was most enjoyable, the
“First Dance of DBajaderes,” and the
‘Wedding March” going with a dash and
vim which has seldom been heard here
before. We congratulate the conductor
upon this success, which was due to his
tact, though the performance was not
absolutely perfect, there was displayed a
considerable amount of ability, exhibit-
ing great improvement upon the pre-
efforts of the Scciety. The Fan-

tasia, *‘ Lohengrin” was just a little
too much for the brass and failed in
consequence. We do not wish to convey

that the item was not enjoyable, but had
the brass been able to render their diffi-
calt and important part with more
efficiency il would have been more satis-
factory. “ OShone Zeit" arranged. for
flute sclo with crchestral accompaniment,
was played by Mr. C. J. Hill with un-
qualified success, this number was en-
cored, which it justly deserved. Miss
Newton was the vocalist and was most
successful ih her selections. They in-
cluded two quaint Scotch songs and three
of Mr. A. Hills charming songs (two of
which had flute obligato}, the whole being
performed with so much expression as
materially to raiss this young vocalist in
the estimation of her hearers. With re-
ference to the songs by Mr, Hill it would
be difficult to say which is the best, they
are graceful, original, and quaint, and go
to prove the versatilify of his gifts. The
words were written by Mr. H. Didsbury, =
of this city, and show much promise.
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In introducing & feature of this char-
acter, the promoters of TFair Prar
desire to show their genuaneness of pur-
pose to the publte. The colummns under
this heading are thrown open to the
public, and although the Editor may
not i all cases agree with the writer,
an opportunity is Nereby offered for a
fair expression of opinton from: an
cuter sowrce, even though it be in
direct contradiotion to the policy pur-
sued by the journal.

Phrenology Up to Date.

It is now nearly one hundred years

sinee Dr. Gall annonnced to the world his’

science of human character, his first series
of lectures on the subjeot being delivered
in Berlin in 1798. In the year 1800 he
gave a second and meore important course
in Paris. From the latter date phrenology
takes its birth. No child, born of deep
thought and careful observation, ever had
so unwelcome s reception. The meta-
physicians, the doctors, and the learned
all round ridiculed, denounced, and
utterly condemned the poor thing as the
greatest hurmbug of the age. DBut, in
spite of all opposition, it continued te live,
grow, and extend its influence, under the
zealous care of its parent and guardiuns
to all civilised lands,

There are even yet some good people
who cannot take kindly to phrenology.
They believe that the brain acts as & unit
rather than as & number of eclearly-
defined organs, each of which performs a
distinet funetion; that the shape of the
brain may not correspond with the form
of the skull; that human nature is too
complex to be systematized into a science.
These are the strongest objections to
phrenology, but esch of them can be
fairly and fully answered ;—

1, The Brain a Unit.—TIf this were the
case all people would be naturally alike in
their traits, dispositions, and character-
istics. But such is not the case. There
are no two exactly the same, and they
are found to differ just as their organis.
atlons differ. At school one boy is clever
at figures but dull at grammar, while
another has ability for history, geography,
de', but cannot draw. This shows there
is o fundamental difference to begin with,
and this difference is undoubtedly caused
by difference in organisation, independent
of education. Qbservation has demon.
strated that certain parte of the brain per-
form certain functions—the posterior lobe
gives the social feelings, the coronal
region, the moral sentiments; and the
frontal lobe the ressoning facultics. Each
of these lobes is divided by phrenologists
nts a number of organs, eech of which
Tepresents a distinet trait of character, but
18 connected in function with the whole of
the same group. The organs of secretive-
noes, caution, continuity, inhabitiveness,
a0d friendship are all contiguous in loca:

tion and funetion. Intuition, benevolence,
voneration, spirituality, hope, nnd ideality
are the same.  So with ench group.  This
is & natural and orderly arvangement, nnd
is fully borne out by experience and obser-
vation.

9. The Brain end shape of the Skull.—
In the process of individual evolution
the brain is first. formed and the skull is
ghaped according to the configuration of
the brain. The Lrain is primary and the
skull enly secondary, consequently it is
formed-for the brain just as the ribs are
formed for the heert and lungs, and shaped
according to their development.

8. Complexity of Human Nature.—
Phrenclopy systematises snd simplifies
the human orgonism by dividing it into
thres temperaments-——thae vital, the motive,
and the mental temperaments. The vital
temperament embraces the heart, lunga,
stomach, and sl the internal system,
which ereates or circulates the life force.
When large it-gives fulness, roundness,
and good heelth to the physieal econstitu-
tior. The mofiva temperament embraces
the framework, bones, muscles, &e¢., nnd
gives man aetivity and endurance when
large. The mental temperament includes
the brain and the nervous system. It
gives thought, power, nnd mental activity.

These three temperaments embrace
tho entire orgenisation of man, and any
competent phrenologist can  perceive
their development, combination, and in-
fluence on character ot & glance. Each
temperament shows its development, and
consequent influence in the face of every
individual. When these temperaments
are large tbey bestow good health,
physical endurance, und mental ability.
Tt is always an advantsge, therefore, to
have them well developed and equally
blended. They then pive strength anud

completeness to character. Butifoneis -

large and the other small it leads to eccen-
tricity and sn unbalanced disposition. In
reading character, the expert phrenologist
nlways makes these teperaments the basis
of his operations. He also notices the
breathing powtr, digestive power, circu-
lation of the bleod, and the organic
quadity of the person he is reading.  All
these have grent influence on character,
ability, and disposition. These added to
the map of the hend supplied by phreno-
logy form o pretty complete science of
character. _

It will now be seen that phrenology up
to date is notmerely “bumpology,"l_)utim
cludes knowledge of anatomy, physiology
and physiognomy. In faet, theee are the
very bases of the sclence of character
reading. The mistake of the enrly phre-
nologiste was in depending tco much upon
the brain per se. 1t is now known that a
medium brain with good physical endow-
ments will do more useful work than a
large brain with weak vital and motive
temperaments. What is required in all
cases for the completion and perfection of
character is well-developed temperaments
and organs of the brain. It is the small
faculties, not the large ones, which do the
mischief. It should be the object of all
to fully unfold and perfect every faculty
of their being by active work or useful
exercise—as all faculties improve by use

K& Note the Address—Plimmer's Btegs,

and becowe defective by idlensss—then
general henlth, serenity of wind, and
continunl bappiness will bo the rosalt.
Phrenology up to date embraces a know.
lodge of the whols organism—physioal,
mental, moral and spivitual. '
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Kacing Retlections.

(By ¢ Broxcuo.'}

On Friday, the 8th inst., a curious case
was henrd at the Kyneton (Vie.) Police
Court. A coloured man, named Marshall,
was charged with occupying a stand and
betting at the Kyneton races on the
previous Wednesday. At the oufset the
peeused adinitted the offence. Sergeant
Young stated that bookmalkers who are
not honestly inelined resort to the systemn
of “balancing,” that is, they pretend after
a race that they have no money, and only
give back to the successful bettors the
amounts deposited in their hands when
making the wagers, By this means they
retain the odds, and work a deliberate
swindle on those foolish enough to bet
with thers, The accused was one of that
class. He bet four halferowns to one
with one Thomas Morley that Scpranc
would not win the Selling Race. Beprane,
however, won, and shen Mavshall disputed
the wagor, tore v the betting ticket which
he had given to Morley, told the latter he
had backed Appreval, and absolutely re-
fused to pay over the wager, but gave
back his hulferown to Morley. The ae-
cused also tampared with his betting hoole
to meko it appear that it was Approval
and not Sopranc that Morley had backed.
The bench sentenced the agoused to four-
teen days' imprisonment in the Castle-
rwnine gacl, and vemnrked that those who
bet with sueh men, and thereby encourage
lawbreaking, should be proceeded against
by the police, and receive.the same
amount of punishment ns the welshers.

In denling with Mr. . M. Clark’s anti-
betting bill, whick was recently intro-
dunced into the New Scuth Wales As-
sembly, ¥ Reginald," in o Waggn ex-
change, wrote the following very trite
remnrks :i—There is o certain elique—
in s hopeless midority, be it sald—who
lock wupon ecvery racegoer, no mabter
who he or she may be, as beyond redemp-
tion. In opposition to this undoubtedly
false impression I oy state that some
yenrs ago I mode the asquaintance of a
clergyman—of what creed no matter—
whose figure was well Lknown in mocre
than one soddling poddock. That he
bet I knew; lie made no secret of it, in
fact. And one day during a conversa-
iion I wns cheeky enough to touch upon
the subject. He veplied, pretty warmly,
© Look here, my lad, I, as you well know,
never niss a race meeting that I con
possibly get to. What is more, I alwnys
hiave o pound or two on niy fancy, and
though I flatter myself I am as devout
in my colling as most others, my con-
science never tells me I am doing wrong.”™
“ We must admit,” he wenton to say, “a
shady side to the racecourse, but there is
no oceasion to get that far.,”  He finished
up thus, “You asked me for my opinion,
and I don't mind telling you that T firmly
believe & man can go to any race meet-
ing, bet aceording to his means, and his
conduct would be no worse than if he
attended o Sunday School pienie.” That
is the summing up of & man who

thoroughly understood both sides of the

question, and his reasoning is ecorrect
without the shadow of a doubt.

The Boxing Day race mestings were
multifaricus as usual. It would be diffi-
enlt to estimate how iany there were, but
it is certain the nunber exceeds forty,
and I shall therefore restriet myself to
those in which the most local interest is
taken, ' )

At Auckland, we hear, the attendence
was the largest ever seen at Bllerslie, and
the sport wes most interesting. Tt appenrs
that Loynlty declined the Trial Handicap
in whieh he had the crusher for a three-
year-old of 9st. 51b. In his absence the
race was nu open one, and after a pretty
struggle the prize fell to the smart filly
Annabells, who brought herselfintoncte by
winning the Onehunga Cup, Spring Handi-
cap. The Great Northern Feal Stakes was
participated in by seven youngsters, and a
pretty race resulted in Mr. L. D, Nathan's
roan ¢olt Three Star just beating the Hon.
J. D. Ormond’s Nixie. Three Star, who
ig approprigtely named, being by Castor—
Vivandiere, was known te be smart in
spite of his colour, and started favourite.
Then came the Auckland Cup, which has
been the principal sporting topic of the
Inst fow weeks, and in connection with
which the chances of Rosefeldt, Skir-
misher, Brigand, and Dilemma, have
been most industriously canvassed.
Could we have been assured that Rose-
feldt would prove the hest of these we
must have come to the-conclusion that in
her we had the winner on cur side. Bus,
notwithstanding shat this was the case,
the New Zealand Cup heroine could only
get third to what ? To the two greatest
outsiders on the machine, Pegasus and
Ida. When Major George’s The Work-
man broke down, it was thought the
stable was out of the Cup altogether, for
the second string Pegasus, though a son
of the redoubtable Nelson, was reported
in very indifferent fettle and was scarcely
mentionrd in - the quotations. But it is
the unexpected which often happens in
racing. The telegraph has brought us the
news thas Pegasus has won and that the
great favourite, Skirmisher, is unplaced.
‘Whnt are his Derby prospects now ? The
dividends which paid £35 and £25 10s,, tel}
us plainly that the stable did not back the
¢olt. 1 hope some of my readers did.
Pegasus is the greatest outsider that has
wen the Auckland Cup since it fell to the
colt’s father in 1881. '

g Tha:t most useful horse, Despised, hay-
ing earried 11st. to vietory from a good
fleld in the Hurdles, Mr. D. O'Brien's
wonderful colt, Loyalty, comes oat for
the Railway Handicap and malkes mince-
ment of those opposed to him while giving
lumps of weight to horses of all nges. A
Nordenfeldt filly, Norina by name, was
too fast for eleven others in the Nursery
Handicap. Sepoy, who beat fifteen others,
paid the nice dividends of £22 11s. end
£12 8s. in the Pony Race, and then a set-
to in the finish of the Christmas Handicap
between those old opponents, Lottie and
Telloch, in which the former prevailed
brought the-proceedings to a close,

In the Wairaraps, the Masterton-Opaki
Jockey Clubscored a record in the attend-

. Mako Mako.

ance and the totalisator investments, and
o deuced good day's sport was enjoyed by ~
those present. Mr. T. H. Hill wielded
the starter's flag with that success which
is always assoclated with his efforts, and
Mr. Waddington, the secretary, was here
there and everywhere. In the Hack
Hurdles Mr. J. Armstreng's Vivacious,
who has improved out of all knowledge
lately, had an easy task whieh was ren-
dered essier by Piki-huia, who looked like
maldng a race of it, running off at the last”
hurdle but one. Vivacious was a_ hot fa-
vourite and orly peid £1 15s, Thenin
the Waipipi Handieap Messrs. Cave Bros.
gave o field of five a taste of the quality
of their speedy gelding, Ses Serpent, by
Piscatorious—Bumour. Ike Freeth's colt,
Revolt, who carried the same weight (Bst)
was favourite, but he quite extinguished
what chance he possessed by bolting from
the starting post and doing a steeplechace
on his own aceount in the neighbouring
pastures. The eapers hs cut fairly knocked
him ouf, and although he went to the
front for about half a mile, he shut up
in the straight, and left Sea Serpent to
fight it out with the lightly weighted mare
Sedition. The finish, though a pretty
one, was all in favour of Seas Berpent.
uper whom Daly rode a waiting race.
The dividend paid was £3 12s. A nice
locking Somnus mere is Mr, T. Bay's
Minora the winner of the Maiden Hack
Roce. For this “ Mr. Henry's' Meddler
was made a hot favourite but he ran very
disappointingly, being unplaced. That Piki-
huia ‘might have made a race of it with
Vivacious was proved by the pace he
showed in this race for at one time he
looked lilke winning; and finished second.

The Opaki Stakes brought out afield of
six, and s soon as the numbers went up
there was a great runupon Mr. Tancred's
Senator who had to earry 4 Ibs. over
weight. Primero Tst. 8lb. (including 3lb.
over) Kent st 5lb. (icluding 8lb. aver(
and Sedition Tst. 1lb. {including Gibs. over)
were also well backed. The raceresolved
itselfinto a struggle for the Jast twofurlongs
between Kent and Senator, and the former
ultimnately won it easy. He is anice, even-
made and compact looking colt showing
the quality of his breeding. St. George,
Red Rose, and he will be heard of to
greater advantage bye and bye. Later on
in the Telegraph Stalkes he frightened out
Sen Serpent, Silent Friond, and Sedition,
and had another easy win, though for half o
mile Revenge led in great style. Kent's
contribution to his friends in the Opaki

-Btakes was £8 19s. and in the Flying

£1 155, In the Handicap Hack
Race 1} mile only four started viz.
Brookfield (8st. 6lb.), Make Mako (8st.
41b.}, Delusion (8st. 4lb.), and Vivacious
(Tst. Tlb.)  Brookfield was in better fettle
than he has been’ this season and won a
good race without much to spare from
The time, 2min. 17 4-5th
secs., was very good for the course. In
the Flying -Hack, a3 there was no penalty,
Brookfield (8st. 8lb.) locked to have & soft
thing, and his owner apparently thought
so too for he backed him freely. Daly
showed u terrible lack of judgment in the
way he rode therace. Instead of making
every post a winning post, as_he’ could
have done with safety, he kept Broolkfield
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about fourth untit well into the straight.
Then he sat down to ride him and, to
make o long story short, he mannged at
the finish to get his mount done by a head,
to the consternation of his owner and
backers who thought they had a * mente.”
Voltaire, the winner, is a 3.year-old geld-
ing by Master Agnes from the cast-off
mare Polly. He belongs to Mr. W. H.
Donald, of Palmerston. The Consolation
gave o win to Mr. 'W. Martin’s Primere
who, with 8st. 10lb., pretty easily bent
three others, of whom Princess of Whales
(8st. 2lb.) was next best. The totalisator
investmernts during the sfternoon amounted
to £2,542, which is a substantial increas®
on the returns of the Club’s last year's
Christmas Meeting.

At the Lower Valley Jockey Club's
Meeting, at Martinborough, the attend-
ance was smaller and the speculation less
brisk than at Opeki. The sensation of
the meeting was the unexpected defeat of

Mr. Martin's mare, Retina (8st. 131b.), in.

the L.V.J.C. Cup twomiles. The journey
was evidently too long for the mare, and
she finished last in a field of three, the
winner being Mr., C. R. Bidwill's ecolt,
Arrius, by Master Agnes, who had the
light weight of 6st. 7ib, to ecarry, and
carried it well. My, K. McEenzie's Vicla
1T (7st. 8lb.) finished second and her
owner entered a protest against the winner
on the pround that he had gone the wrong
side of & poss. After hearing very con-
fiieting evidence the stewards confirmed
the judge's decision. The Hurdle Handi-
cap fell to Langley the Devil and the
Hack Hurdles to Nuts, both being well
supported by the public. Arrius won the
Martinberough Handieap, and Bangor
landed both the Maiden Hack and the
Hack Handicap.

At Palmerston North they seeimn to have
had gay old times at the first day of the
Club’s Summer Meeting. There were
over 3,000 present, and over £6,000 was
put through the machine, The ecourse
was in good condition and there was some
excellent racing. The first race, the Tele-
graph Handicap, resulted in a surprise, as
the favourite, Muskeeter, who had been
heavily backed had to go down to the im-
proving King John, who paid a dividend
of £5 168, Oaklands, with a light
weight, again managed to beat Unity,
und Caloolain the Hurdle Race, and then
Spraydon very unexpectedly beat Lonely
and three others in the Hack Hurdles,
paying & dividend of £88s. The good
thing, Au Revoir (8st. 6lb).-came off in the
Cup, but Mr. P, Butler's horse hadall his
work to do to beat Monte Carlo, who ran
him to & head amid great excitemeni.
The time, 2min. 46 2-5ths, sec., was noth-
ing great. Krina (7st. 7lb.) was & good
third, and the constant Musket, the dia-
appointing King Harry, and the much
vaunted Pill were nowhere. Mr. J.
Retter's groy mare Magazine & daughter
of Torpedo, having asserted her superiority
in the Hack Handicap 1} mile, Mr. J.
Paul's Variety came out of her shell in the
Grand Stend Haudicap 1 mile, beating

Gun Cotton, Pomsettia and Musketeer and -

rewarding her backers with £7 8s. divi-
dend. The concluding race was the

Ladies Braclet 1} mile which fall to the
favourite, Mr. J. Prosser's Pumau.

Not much interest would bave been
taken in the Hawle's Bay Summer Moat-
ing in Wellington had it not been for a

- very curious and likewise suspicious in-

eident which occurred in connection with
the Post Stakes, of 80sovs., which fol-
lowed the Two-Year-Old Handicap. The
race resulted in Pinrose (Bst.) bcing firat,
and Avis (8st. 71b.) second. Oa werghing
in, it was found that Pinross could not
draw his weight and he was accordingly
disqualified and Avis declared the winner.
Av fivst sight this would not appear any
oxtraordinary thing, but when other facts
are mentioned then it may appear differ-
ently. In Wellington on Tuesday morning
telegrams were received by nearly all the
loeal bookmualers asking them to lay

starting price agninst Avis. Thiswaa done-

to the extent of about o hundred and fifty
pourds, and the then bookmakers began
to “kick," for it was noticeable that Avis
was ahmost the only borse backed. When
the news of Pinrose's disqunlification
was received, with the addition that Avis
had been declared the winner, there was
naturally an unpleassnt feeling mmong
the ‘*bookies' that they had in somo
way been done. They intend to investi-
gate the rontter, and it is not unlikely
that some very startling revelations may
be made, Free Lance (8st. 101b.) was on
his good behavicur in the Welter Handi-
cap, and after a good race downed Cimo
(Bst. 61b.) and five other storters. When
Vasco (9st. 12]b.) had easily cut down T.
Rose (10st, 7b.) in the Handicap Hurdle
Race, & fleld of six came out for the
Summer Handieap, 1% miles, in which
Dreamland (8st. 71b.) was foliowed home
by Scot Free (7st. 10lb.) and Queen of
'Trumps {7st. 8lb.). Dr. Read’s more was

evidently not favourite for she paid a -

good dividend of £5 18s.
Handicap the Hon. /J.

Flaneur won from a—field of speedy
platers, andagain o good dividend of over
£5 was paid. The Hawke's Bay squire
was again to the fore with his chestnut
filly Lyrebird (8st), who snuffed out
Togtan (7st. 121bs) and ten others, I
have already referrel to the Post Stakes,
but I must not forget to mention that Mr.
V. Rathbone’s chestnut filly Zanella (7st.
71b.) proved the fleetest thing in the
Christmas Handicap, in which seven
started. Zanella's dividend was £3 124,
Tha weather was very unfavourable, but
notwithstanding this the sum of £4077
was put through the meachine.

Trotting is taking a firm held in Wel-
lington, and I have to congratulate my
Johnsonville friends on the conspicuous
success of their Boxing Day meeting.
Pressure on our space preciudes any
criticism of the meeting this week, but I
shall have something to say about it in
owr next. I must congratulate Mr. G.
'W. Banks on winning the Trotting Club
Handicap with his pony Tuesday, and
Mr. T. Waddington on his bracs of
victories with Invictus, and the splendid
“go’ made by his pony Chance in-the

In the Trial

Peny (saddle} race from scratch, viz.,

6min. 46 5-6th sec,

D. Ormond's ,

——

The weights for the second day of the
Auckland Summer Meoting woro doelared
on Wednesday night. Those that scom
to mo best treated wve:—County Hundi.
cap: St. Cloments (9st.), His Worship
{7st. 71b.), and Annabolle (7st. 81b.) ; Mid.
sumimer Handionyp : Threo Star (Dst.), An-
niversary (Tst. 0ib.), snd Lady Marion
(7st. lllg.) ; Auoklnnd Racing Club Hnndi-
cap: Skirmisher (8st. 6!b.), Thame (Tat.
101b.), and Ida (7st. 10ib.); Now Yoar
Hurdle Rece: Bolmont {(10st. 10lb.),
Marechal Noil (10st. 8lb.), nnd Skitcles
(Bst. 51b.); Maiden Hnndieap @ Acncin
(8st.), and Sunbonm (7st.) ; Glasgow Haen-
Elicng): Swordhelt (8st. 4ib), nnd Quadrant
8at.

The woighta for tho Napior Park 1incos,
which wore declared on Wodnosday, sug-
gost the following us possible winners:-—
Trinl Hurdles: Morag {(9at. 41b.); Mid-
summer Handicap : Froo Lunee (7at, 121b.),
or Piaroso (7st. 6lb.); Two-Yoar-Old
Handieap ¢ Tartan (8st.), or Lyrebird SBBL
10lb.) ; Now Vear Handionp : Un (7Tet. 81h.),
Tree Launce {Tst. #lb.), and Noyndo {Ost.
181b.Y ; Hurdles : Mutiny (12st, 21b.}, or
Maid of Lorne (10st. 01b.) ; Flying Handi-
enp: Dingo (7st.), or Midus {Tet. 12(b): .
Beltlors Handicnp : Wherike (Bat.), or
Flaneur (8at).
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Ry Emperor’s Decree.

Chapter II—continued.

~ A wild shout of acelaim shool the air.
Btanding the guests drank the toast in
a way which proved that they loved the
prince and were glad of his advance
ment. Hamassar’s face flushed as he
heard the mighty cheer and met the
glances of affection which fell upen him
from all sides. As Ramek saw the fever
in the prince's eye and noted the trem-
bling of his jeweled hand he smiled ma-
lciously and seemed to gain a few
pounds of feso.

After the puests were again scated
and quiet bad becn restored Prince
Hamassar began, in & Lrembling voice,
his reply to Ramnel’s speech. He was
mugch affected by conflicting cmotions,
and at first his words were feebly pnt.

“It is hard to express the ivner feel-
ings of the heart ot such o time as this,™
he said. “The warm words of my

friend, the wise and courtly Rumel
and your approval of his praise have
filled me with n joy I cannot now dis-
play.” Here he paused and seemed to
feel the disturbing inflnence caused by
the gaze of 400 eyes. The crids un-
nerved him, and, seizing a tumbler of
wine, he drained it to the lees. It was a
fatal atep.

“My friends,” he began again; '‘there
is nobody so—so beautiful as my be-be-
betrothed. | am prend—proud of her—
hic. - Nowan—" here he braced himself.
i little—"uo wan ever woo so wonder-
ful—or nc wonder so—se wonderful—
Well, what | mean toc say is that she is
won-wonderful. See? Now, | want you
to observe that she has the most—hie—
beautiful hair and eyes, and her figure—
her fig-fig-ure runs up into the millions.
See?’—hic. Further-furthermore, 1 am
not ug-ugly wyself. | tell you—hic—my
friends, I have the hand-bandsomest nese
in the world. See? There is no nose so
firm in outline, so del-delicately tupered,
80 overwhelm-overwhelmingly impress-
ive as mine. See? Now, I say, do you
seef—hic.”

By this time the palace was in an up-
roar. [twas bad enough that Hamassar
was drunk, but the guests realized with
horror that in his boastfulness their host
had placed his head in peril. The em-
perar’s decree made his speech a capital
offense, and so open a defiance of the
law could not be overleoked. .

Cared for by servants, Humassar wus
led away to his sleeping apartments, and
the guests dispersed. Iz groups they
sguntered through the grounds, inhaling
the cocling breeze which wandered down
from the mountains, The moon in all
her glory shed = soft radiance over the
sleeping city and helped to quiet the ex-
cited mood of Hamassar’s friends. An
hour later the city was wide awake dis-

_ cusging the details of Hamasiar's folly.
and wondering what wonld be the out-
oozne of it all, )

Ramelk, after seeing that Hamassar
was safely guarded, hurtied to the palace
of thy emperor, craved admission to his
lord, and related to the startled king the
story of the night. The emperor could
not believe his ears, Hanassar, noted for
humility, had boasted in public? It counld
not be. There must be some mistake.
But other guests, near to the king in
rank, had followed Ramek to the palace
and confirmed his tule.

'"Let not the princess lmow of this till
morning,” said the broken hearted king
to his attendants. *“You tell me, Ramek,
that Hamassar’s house is surrounded by
a puard?®™

“It is, my king.”

At daylight, then, see to it that he is
taken tothe prison. And let every guest
at this most dreary feast hold himself in
readiness to testify before me. Now
leave me to my sleep.”

But sleep came not to the ldng, and in
the morning his face had aged ten years.

One man, however, loocked younger
than his wont as the sun came up and
threw the gaunt shadow of Ramelk across
the pavement of the prison vard. Ha
had grown youthful by degrees as he
saw Hamassar still dull trom the fumes
of wine dragged from hisbed and hauled
through the streets to a cell. His face
had grown fuller every moment as he
paced the courtyard and reflected on the
plight of his ruined rival

“Surely,” he soliloquized, “there isne
escape for this drunken braggart. The
emperor cannot afford to let his law be
trampled on by one so high in place.
Well have my plans turned out. Ha-
massar was an easier victim than I had
hoped to find him { lmew not that
drugged wine would so quickly turna
wise and modest man into a boastfl
fool. But enough of this. | must go
bome and rest.”-

When Hamassar regained his senses
he looked about him in surprise. His
head ached, his face was pale and be-
neath his eyes dark shadows lay. Even
his handsome nose was redder than
should be the mode] for the world.

“Where am [ he exclaimed. [n his
mind was a confused image of a ban-
quet hall and dancing lights and strains
of merry music to which familiar faces
seemed to nod in time.

“In priscn, eir.” a negro said, coming
to his couch.

“In prison? What mean you, slave? L
Hamassar, confined in a cell? It cannct
be. ldream.”

He lay back apon the couch and slept
again,

CHAPTER IIL

In solemn council the highest court
was met. The emperor, looking old and
worn, gazed down upon & vast, impatient
throng, while near him his weeping
danghter soughtin vain to ind Bamassar
through her tears. The audience hali
waspacked, for Hamassar's case had made
great noise, and frowm the d:staunt cotnes

- of the land the people vame to hear Lis

fate. Perbaps they all had bopes that if
the emperor guve Lhim pardon the harsh

decree would Le revoked, aud onee agaiu
their nimble tongues wight chatter of
themselves Men from the mountalns
and men from-the pleins, gaiet villages
and noisy berdsmen, nobles high invank
and beggurs trow the sireets jostied each
other in the shadow of the throne. Never
before hud so large 1 crowd attended n
gession of the coumt.

The Princess Brn was 4 randsoine
woman, dark haired, dark eyed and tall
Her face. cleun cut, was somewhat
proud, but her sile, though sad today,
told of a kindly bheart. All hearts went
out to her as she dried her tears aud
locked about her nervonsly ‘Poor
¢hild,” the women said. and the wmen
felt that Prince Hamassar had fall ex
cuse for having lost hia heart, whatever
might yet happen to his head.

Ramelk alone of all that vast assem.
blage felt a savage sutisfaction at the
plight of the woman be thought he

loved The sorrow in her face festified

that Hamassar had her heart, and Ramek
rejoiced that he had made her suffer
RAis evil face wore a bitter smile a8 he
looked about him and saw in the eyes of
all naught but love and pity for the giri. .
At length Hamassar, closely guarded
and with his wrists enchained, was led
before the throne, . He had grown cld in
a night. Hishead he carried proudly
and when he made obeisance to the king

did so with a princely grace that made
the strangers friends to him at once.

There was silence for a time. Then
slowly the emperor arose and in a voice
of sorrow said:

“Hamassar, erstwhile prince and our

prospective son, you are charged with
disobedience of our will. Qur late de-
cree, 'tis said, your foolish tongue has
boldly held as naught. If this be true
your head is forfeit to the state.”
. A great sigh, as though the wind mur-
mured in a forest, arose from the crowd,
wnd the princess, broken hearted, sobbed
aloud.

Then cne by one the guests at the
prince’s feast told in gubdned tones the
story of his fall: how he had boasted of
his bride and dubbed his nose unrivaled.
As witness after witness wove about the
neck of the accused a chain of iron the
thin face of Ramek shone with demoniac
joy, while the emperor’s countenance
grew comstantly more grave. The
maidens surrcunding the Princess Bru
fanned her constantly, as though in fear
that she would faint. Hamassar kept
his eyes apon the floor and seemed de-
termined to conguer all emotion.

At length sufficient testimony had
been laid before the king to establish
the guilt . of the accused. The crowd,
pressing forward to ecatch every word
murmured among themselves and there
was an echo of pity in their tones. For
doubtless most of them knew that wine
when taken in excess plays strange
prenks with.men. And to them all it
geerned as though Hamussar's words had
not been greatly ent of place, for the
beauty of the princess dazzled them/all
and “they, had ‘to. scknowledge that
Hamassar's nose was a work of art.
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Such lenient thoughts as these entered
not the emperor’s head. He sat buried
in contemplation for a while after tie
last witness had stepped ‘aside.

“Hamassar,” said the king, “the evi-
dence in all its details lies before me,
What have you to say before [ tell your
doom?”

“Most gracious lord," in firm and man-
ly voice the prince replied, *‘the honesty
of these, my friends, | cannot well im-
peach, for what they say they say un-
willingly But in very truth i remem-
ber nothing of the boastful wards they
charge me with, Your clemency I ask
not, but let ma say that never in my con-
scious thoughts have [ had wish to dis-
obay your very wise decree,”

The fearless manner of the prince im-
pressed the throng, und a murmur of ap-
plause caused a smile to cross the face of
the Princess Bru, For a moment even
the emperor looked less stern. But it
was only for a moment. His brow again
darkened and he communed in silence
with himself.

There was not a sound in the hall
Every one knew that life or death hung
upon the next words of the king, and
Ramek gazed eagerly at the stern face
upon which all eyes were turned.

“Your words, Hamassar,” said the em.
peror at length, “are doubtless true, but
they alter not the sentence that must
come, In your own home, before two
hundred guests, you break the letter and
the epirit of our law. Your crime, if |
forgive you, would corrupt the land, and
once again the egotist and braggart
would meet us at every turn, My word
would bs but wind to my people, and
they would call their king & man of
straw. The law must be enforced. |
and my child have loved you well, and
your sad fate has filled our hearts
with gloom. Butthough a father, | am
also & king. [ must be firm, although |
long to grant you mercy."” He paunsed
here, and there were those who thought
they heard him solb. ‘*Hamassar, your
sentence | pronounce. Before to-mor-
row’s gun has set behind the hills your
head must fall May the deitjes that
love our land be kind to you.”

A dread silence followed these fateful
words, Hamnassar's face was white, but
his lips trembied mot at all. Suddenly
upon the startled air arose a shriek and,
rushing forward, the Princess Bru sprang
up the stairway to the throne. Throw-
ing her white arms about her father's
neck she cried: “*Oh, spare himl Spare
him! Save him for my sake!”

“Silence,
sternly cried, though his hand touched
ber shoulder lovingly. ‘'‘Remember you
ure the daughter of a king. Guards, re-
mova the prisgner.”

“Most gracions lord,” exclaimed a
white haired man pushing his way
through the throng, *‘permit me a word
before the prisoner departs,”

' “Bpeak,” said the emperor curtly,
“but gee to it that your words are few
aud to the point.” S

Btepping forward nntil-he stood in: full

view of the crowd, the o}d man » :

my child," the emperor

e s =
“That his head is forfeit to the statef] itional calamity, I have always loved

according to the ruling of our king is
true. [ heard them and [ Know. Bat
in our courts the spirit, not the letter,
of the law is held to be the highest guid-
ance for our use, Now. let ns look at

Prince Hamassar's case. The witnesses

have shown that in an egotistic way he -

boaated of his nose. He spoke not of
his head. nor clzimed that any feature
but his noss was worthy of all praise,
‘What follows? The letter of the law de-
mands that he shall lose his hend. But
this punishment is tou severe. The de-
cree was laid down not to oppress our
land, but to make our people modest.
Therefore | say thut its spirit will be
carried out in ful! if Prince Hamessar's
nose is severed from his face, Let him
losé that of which he bragged, and if, in
the future, be shull vaunt the beauty of
his ears, or call his bands unrivaled, let
further mutilation be his fute, This is
strict justice, and mercy and reason heve
g0 hand in hand.”

A roar of applause resounded through
the palace as the old mun's clever speech
came to a sudden end. The empera:
looked pleased and seemed to reflect thut
a nose is not essential to n son-in-law
The Princess Bru clapped her fair hands
delightedly, and even Hamassar seemed
to lay aside for a moment his studied
and phlegmatic pose.

“0ld man, yon have spoken well,” the
emperor said. **Your reasoning is most
profound. | hereby revoke the sentence
juet pronounced and decree that” —

“Most graciouaking,"” broke in Ramek,
rushing forward, “grant me a moment

before you take another step.”

*“What means this noise, wise Ramel?™
the emperor cried. *“You were not won’
to be a rattlepate.,” .

““Nor am I making foolish interruptior
now, my lord; but as a subject some
times useful to the stato.l crave your
notice to & word or twe.”

“Go on, then, and be guick.”

“Permit me, then, to say that ) his
argument my aged friend has bgoken
bridlipntly. He is gkillful in the law and
his persuasive voice went to my inmost
soul. Bat bear in mind, my king, that
this especial case will serve for pre-
cedent, and as the late decree is now in-
terpreted so shall its influence for all
time be feit. Now, mark you! Accord-
ing to the connselor who just now spoke
it is sufficient for the law that he who
disobeys it should lose that of which he
boasted. Hamassar then forfeits to the
state his nose, But we must bear in
mind that he also showed in word snd
manner, 1 quote from the decree, over-

. weening satisfaction in his betrothed.

According, therefore, to our friend’s in-
terpretation Hamassar's nose and your
own daughter, gracions king, must be
cut off. There is no middle conrse, If
the spirit of the law demands the sac-
rifice of Prince Hamwusaar's nose it

cries out also for the blood of the

Princess Bru | puat the matter

plaiely, for this is & crisis when to mince -

words wonld be criminal. I feel that
the deat}: of-Bamagar would be a na

‘him well and have rejoiced in his ad-
ivancement. But the life of cne man
-only is not here nt stake. [f the law be
construed in & loose and careless way
there is no telling bow cruel its applica-
tion may yet become. By holding to
the letter of this stern decree all danger
{s avoided, and a precedent Lere set for
many generations yet wunborn. Let

_ Hamassar rise to o joyous contempla-

tion of the fact that in his denth he will
confer upon posterity a great and last-
ing boon. [ thank you much, O king,
for granting me this time, aud hope that
you will noderstand wmy heart. [ am
striving to protect the welfare of our
land. If I have erred your own great
wisdom will surely set me right."

Ramek ceaded, and as his volve in
jeering echoes died away n shudder
passed over the nssemblage. For hia
words, though harsh, were wise, and all
who heard them knew the prince must
die. The Princess Bru sobbed painfully
and the emperor's face was grave, Ho
found himself in a strange dilemma, He
might save the prince by cutting off hia
nose and behending the Princess Brm,
but, with his daughter dend, Hamnssar
could not By kiz son-in-law, Ou the
other hand, if he killed Hnmassar of
course he could mot wed him to 'his
daughter. Whichever way he played
the game he lost,

The throng before him, decply moved,
peemed to gaze up &t him in pity, and
the silence in the hall proved that his
subjects felt deeply the misfortune of
their king. After n time ho spoke.

“This is o weighty matter,” ho said
gloomily, “and not to be decided {na
trice. [ must ponder [t at length., Ha-
massar, I remand you to prison for a
woek. ‘At the end of that time your
doom shail be snnounced. (Gentlemen,
the court adjourna.”

To bo contimued,

How to Pocl Poachos Itapidly.

Heat a kettle of lye to the bolling
point, Put the peaches in any wire con-
trivance with s handle, porhaps a corn
popper.  Dip them nn instant in the lye,
then in cold water. Wipe each peach

7ith a towel, This will remove the skin.
- fhen put the peaches again in water,

How (he Expression "Power Bohlud the
Throns' Originatad,

Pitt, earl of Chatham, in his apeech of
March 8, 1770, enid: *A long train of
these practices has at length convinced
me that there is something behind the
throne greater than the king himself.”
Dr, Sammuel Johnson, who reported the
proceedings of parliament at that date,
gtates that he wrote this in a garret on
Exater street, Liondon.

How to Mend Rubber Hoss,
Cut it apart where tho break s and’
force the severed ends over.s plpe10.or
13 inches long over which - they will -fif,

© When the ends of rubber maat. Ay

Hightly with twine.
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New Zealand from an Aus-
tralian’s point of View.

(By Hexry Lawson.)

About the first thing that strikes an
Australian on eoming to Wellington is the
quantity of alluvial scil packed up all
round. It would seem ns if the Lord had
a lot of waste dirt left over when he
finished the North Island and stacked it
on this end.

Wellington looks like a good place for a
workman to bein.  Auckland has about
it an ntmosphere of conservatism not here

" apparent to the intelligent southern worl-
men's nose, which lhas become sharpened
to such things in these hungry times.

About the first thing an Australinn does
in Wellington is to have a beer, then he
goes to leok for lodgings, faulls into the
lhands of an unprineipled hash-house tout,
and gets run into the worse “ diggings™
in the eity; then he has another beer.
New Zenland beer is far superior to the
stuff we get in Australin, Wellington
pubs. have genarally two or three open-
ings on to the bar; if you go in the front
door you pay 3d. or 4d., if you go in
through the side entrance it costs you 6d.
for the same drink, and if you go into the
private bar you pay 6d., aud it costs you
about 15s. in the end. If you stay out
you get thirsty, Some of these things
puzzle Australians.

Tt iz said that thers is less drunkenness
over here than in Australia, but we think
that there's just as rmueh drinking going
on, in comparison, and more gambling
connected with it. You seldom see the
dice-box in Sydney bars. The Sydneyite
drinks to get beozed and happy, not to
gamble.

Wellington has a good harbour, bold
scenery, splendid climate, and perhaps the
most Liberal Govermment and the biggest
wooden building in the world, The Go-
vernment will make the biggest blunder,
by-and-bye, and the building would make
the biggest fire.

Wellington is also the seat of the
National Joke of New Zealand, for New
Zealand hias o national joke. So has Scot-
land. The Seotch joke, which is ©* We
are nee foo,” has been immortalized by
Burns and also by a Bulletin poet—
“ Banjo "—who says —

' Gude faith, they made the whusky fly
Tike hielan’ chieftans {rue,

And when they'd drained the beaker dry,
They sang we are nae foo.”

They sang the only Seottish joke which
is “ We nre nas foo.” . )

The Nalional Joke of New Zealand,
which has not been immortalized yet, is
that yoi ean always tell & Wellingtonian
by the way in which he grabs for his hat
when going round a corner.

Sometimes you hear it on the boat
coming over; the boarding house runners
tell it you as soonas you step ashore; men
to whom you have letters of introduetion
will fire it at you as soon as they decently
can ; chanes drinking aequaintances will
tell you;perfect strangers will take you
aside ard try the dmmnned old joke on
you; and, if you meet an old friend over

here, you will find him bursting to intro-
duce you to the National Joke of New
Zealand.

. Another thing that strikes a new echum
ig the way the footpaths are half-paved.
There are flags from the kerb to & line

Tunning along the centre of the path, and

the rest is gravel. The stranger is told
that the Council agreed to pave one half,
if the ratepayers did ‘the other. The city
fathers fulfilled their part of the contract,
but the respected citizens didn’t come up
te time: they declined to shell out.
They walked on the paved half and
chuckled.

The harbour and city are in & basin
which looks like the bed of an old crater
—and it's to be hoped it don’t blow up.
The hills have the advantage of uot re-
minding an * Othersider,” vaguely, yet
painfully, of some cther hills that he has
seen somewhere before. There ought to
be more rock cropping out in those hills,
There'll ke a landslip some day in the
vielnify of Wellington—and Auckland
too, for that matter—and a good many
respected townsmen and their families
will be buried before they're ready.

Boys in Imickerbockers, and tall
strapping girls of fourteen, ard intelligent
women, and earthquakes are peculirr to
Wellington.  There have been four
earthquakes since o friend of mine has
been here, and he says the fun of itis
that he didn't feel any one of 'em. But,

then, he's a solid citizen in every sense of

the word, and it would take a good old-
fashicned earthguake to shake him up to
any considerable extent.

There are no earthquakes now-a-days
like there were when our grandmother
was o girl, At least she says not. We
cnly feel the weak dying kicks of the
volcanic age, with a last convulsive kick
now and again—like the one up at the
terraces lately. .

But there is elways a chance of the
earth yawning and swallowing Welling-
ton, together with the biggest wooden
building in the world, the women's
franchise, the most Iiberal Government,
the National Bank and the National Joke
of New Zesland—and E. M. Swmith with
his jam tins full of sand and cement.
What & chance it would be for that
gentleman to study minerology—if he
survived.

There is always a likelihood, of New
Zeeland cities being taken inte the bowels
of the * yearth ;" and, therefore, we would
suggest more churches, and more people
going to them oftener, and more Sunday
schools, and less ericket and cigarettes for
the boys in knickerbockers, and more
prayers said generally and less dice boxes
in pubs.

Up on the top of the hills behind the
city there is good scenery, a good view,
and a pretty little town called Wadestown.
A Sydney man tramped up there on a
hot dey, and struggled through the heat
and dust until a thirsty voice from the
bottom of his soul cried out aloud for a
long shandy. Then be reached Wades-
town, and made for the Post and Tele-

.graph Office under the impresssion that

it was & pub. Bub his companion told

him that the town was called *¢ Prohibi.-
ticn town,” and explained that the name
was & joke which was kept on hand to
relieve the National Joke .when the
National Jcke got tired ard wanted a
spell—a sort of relief-duty joke in fact,
He further explained that the National
Joke would die if it didn't have a rest
now and ‘again,

But the name of the town wasn't &
joke, and the Sydney man was so dis-
gusted that he packed up his traps and
took the next bont back to Sydney. He
should have gone out to Eaiwarra flrst.

The DBotanical Gardens, Wellingion,
are a relief after the painfully artificial
gardens of Sydney. There’s an Aus-
trelian emu up there somewhere, but we
couldn’t find him. We would like fo
have had a yarn with him—for the
sake of Auld Lang Syne. But perhaps
he’s dead.

They say that an Australian wrote
recently to one of your local papers
complaining about the way in which the
emu was lodged and fed. He said that
he objected to a native of his country
being treated like that. A blackiellow,
a kangaroo, or an emu can elways find a.
big place in the heart of the Australian
sbroad.

But there is a fountsin in Wellington
with a little trough on each side for the
dogs to drink at, and a town that’s good
to dogs can't be such a bad, hard-hearted
place, after all. Over in Sydney the
dogs have to take their chance for a
drink, end are sometimes driven by

" thirst to sneak in behind bars and lap

up the droppings from beer engires.
This demoralizes "ermn.

We might as well state, for the berefit
of outsiders, that Wellington is mostly
built of wood, because of the earthquakes
—or rather the fear of them. But a
good many brick buildings are geing up
round now, (the T2mes Office for mstance)
and things are getting nicely ready for a
big sensation when the next volcanie
kick comes. We wouldn't advise New
Zealand papers to build their offices of
brick—because they are the most un-
principled pirates or the face of the
earth.

This reminds us that the last big
earthqueke here happened when Welling-
ton was born. It raised the seitlement
four feet and the hair of the population
as high as it would go, - They got en
board the only ship in the harbour,
intending to go away, but there came a
big tidal wave which washed the ship up
on the beach and wrecked her. So the
people had to stop. They  batehed" to-
gether in the wreck for a whils, or until
someone said they might as well go home.
Bo it might appear that Wellington owed
its origin to & tidal wave.

The Wellington Museum is interesting
and the Maoricearvingsless startlingto the
modest stranger .than those in Auckland.
But there are s lot of things outside the
Wellington Museum that ought to bein;
and—and, well we don’t believe in that
big fossil egg. We've studied the bones
of the extinet New Zenland fowl, guessed
her size, and compared it with the size.of
the egg, but we couldn’t swallow it. There



Saturday, Decernber 50, 1868.

o8

is 8 cast of a foreigrn egg in the same
museurn, and it makes us wild to thinlk
that anyone (except an Australian) hed
she cheek to lay such a biglie in New
Zealand,

In conclusion, Oh, men of Wellington |
Your literary men are good sorts and just
about =s sinful as their brothers in any
part of the world ; your artists are promi-
sing, ambitious young fellows, and I'm
sorry to hear that their ideas and style are
paralyzed, or stolen fo such an extent by
men like Hepkins and. Phil May; your
scenery is a relief, after Australia; your
climate good ; yourleading menareliberal,
broad minded men, and your action with
regard to your women hasimmortalized the
land and will, perhaps, revolutionise the
world—only you don’t seem to know it.
And now, if you only put the Upper
House and & few other things into the
National Museum, and cesse to blow about
the big wooden humpy, and nbolish the
Natiornal Joke—and provided you don't get
taken into the bowels of the earth by a
'quake—you stand a grand chanee to lead
the nations.

The last **Australian Summary” to hand
is & catalogue of suicides, mnrders, and
tragedies.

Mr._ Charles Algernon Swinbwrne, the
poet, is en route to Australia. Algy left
London by the Orubu on December 1.

Last month the Melbourne Customs
authorities condemned 5,4001bs. of Indian
tea as unfit for consumption.

The Colonial Bank has been hard hit by
the failure of Messrs. Adolph Joske, Best,
and Co., 'of Melbourne, winé and spirit
rggescé:oaélfs. The Bank will probably drop

The partnership between Mr. Evan
‘Pros§er and Mr. E. Taylor, of Brisbane,
Las just been diesolved. Mr. Prosser re-
sides at **Porthamel,” Darling Point,
Sydney, and is & very successful commer-
clal man. He was a partner in the well-
known firm of wholesale druggists, Messts,
G. Prosser and Company, of 0'Connell-
street, from which firm he retired some
tme ago. Mr. Prosser still holds _n large
lnterest in the same particalar branch of
husmgss in New Zealand, and only & week
880 dissolved with Mr. E. Taylor, of Bris-

ane, where the business hns been long
established, and will now be carried on in

M, P 's 1 _
Toh lg;g_‘s:?;s interests only. Melb_oume

The Manawaéu Dailg Standard is re-

tponsible for the following :—* There is a

Cricket Club in Picton, composed entirely
of Indies, and it is enjoying a flourish-
ing existence. A Blenheim pnper
thus refers to one of the Club’s
matehes :-—~8ides weore picked and a
good goame pinyed, but the outfieiders
were placed nt a disadvantage, baving
periodically to wade the ereek in order to
recover the ball, which seme too vigorous
batsinan had thoughtfully sent to the
otherside. Report credits the Iadies with
some good catches.”

“ A man never looks to sec if there is
o women under the bed.”  American ex-
change: No, nos as o rulo, he generally—
but there, never mind.

The intelligent comp. was mors than
usually to-the-point when he assertod 1as
he did recently in an English newspnper)
that * the ship.owners of Hell have re-
fused the demands of the strikera."

Bareh Franciseco, » South Australian,
bewts the record for mumerous eonvie-
tions. She has been convicted 154 times
and has spent her Christinns in  gaol
for the last 11 years. Sarah's pet sin
appears to be drunkenness, and she would
evidently reguire the attention of a
whele inebriate asylum to her own
cheek.

A contemporary in speaking of Vincent
Pyle, the recently returned M.H.R., say
that “ the people who know Pyke are
divided info two clusses; those who would
gladly lend him every cent they have in
the world, and those who would go u long
way to sece him hanged.” Itis to be
hoped that the latter are in n minority.

Masbonaland, the territory which the
British South African . Company has
burgled, is now .eolled Rhbodesin, ofter
Cecil Rhodes, the South Afriean Jand
pirate. We would suggest that after
Masabeleland has been plundered and
cernented to the *ga-orjous Dritish
Empire "’ with blood and powderit should
be called * Maxima Christians ™ in re-
collection of the grotesque combination of
Christion Missionaries and Maxim: guns
by which it was acquired. God save the
Queern,

It is a curipus coincidence that the
letters V.R., which renr up and stare us
in the face all over the eolonies, stand
for something else besides Vicloria
Regina, viz., Vive la Republigue. Cun
this be looked Tpon as anything in the
shape of a propheey ?

There seems to be a bit of & misunder-
standing between the trustees of the
proposed Convalescent Home and the
City Couneil. Tt is to be hoped that the
matter will be amicably settled, and
some equitable arrangement made, as we
certainly are in need of an institution of
the character of the one proposed.

Thus the Sydney DBulletin, '*Dr. Ren-

‘wick's chances of getting a knighthood

are now said to be almost nil. Bo many
Austrolian knights have done objection-
able things of late that in future the
Qrder. is to be distributed with extreme
caution.” Poor Renwick, we feel “for

him in'bis disappointment, for years he,.

has striven with o great strive for the
privilego of attacl ng the coveted lotters,
K.C.M.G., ta the h.nd part of his name.
He hes toadied and intrigued and now it
seoms that it all ovor ta no purpose,

Mr.Bridge,b-.
DENTIST,

102, Willis Street,
WELLINGTON

SLCOND HOQUBE ANOVY MANNERB STRERT

a2 2 2 s Y
Artificial Teeth insertcd with er
withowut the extraction of stimps,

The Quality of Lo Teeth supplicd by My, Neldpo 1y
now wu!luk:nawg in Waolllngton and diutrlol, ns
proved by tho numorous letters roculved from
gratoful patients,

The Painless Extraction
of Teeth is made a0 wpeeialily, and
the mosd norvous pevsens ey puh
mit Lo this operation without fear,

Teeth Stopped Absolutely
without Pain, g0 thet da.

cayed teeth aro rendeved sound and
wseful.

ALL CHARGES STRICTLY MOOERATE.

Thoso persons unnble to poy the whols
cost at once, may pay by deposit and in-
slullients.

\nigh-Class * x
| % % % Tailoring

TRY

A. J. CRIBB,
RIDGWAY ST., WANGANUL.

FIT GUARANTEED,
ALL MATERIALS WELL S8HRUNE.
Clients are noltfied that our cutling
dopariment wnder the personal su-

pervigion of Mr. G, H. Clupham.

METROPOLITAN  HOTEL

MonLeswontin STIEET, WELLINOTON,
Proprictor TOUN NANKIVILL
Fyery necomodotlon ani: eonveniencs for tho car
awerelsl and Travslling Pabie.
BEST BRANIS or WINES & SPIRITH,
SUITIE®  OF ROOMS FOR TFAMILIES,
FrusT-CrLagh Tanpe Krvr.

SPILLER'S PATENT EMMERICH
PIANOS,

ARE THE BEST AND CHEAPEST
IN THE COLONIES,
No. 1., Maxxers SrTreEeT, Wzr.r..womg_::r

J, LUSH & CO
. Hatters and Mercers,
69 WILLIS.ST., WEILINGTON.
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JITATHER 2 CO.,

AGENTS FOR, THE SALE OF
Country. Stores %
AND
- Leading Businesses,

No. 14, FEATHERSTON 8T.,
WELLINGTON.

e

IZ5"We have a large eonnection mmongst
buyers of eountry businesses.

QIJ“ S

ion e,
i.;‘\.«

CRITERION CARRIAGE

VWORKS,
RIDGEWAY STREET, WANGANUI

W. HICKS,
Practical Coach Builder,

Has commenced bLusiness in the nbove commodions

and newly-creeted premises, wnd having seeured tho

sorvices of n moyt eflicient staff of workmen, is pre-
pared to build to order every description of

English and American Carriages.

REPAIRS IN ALL ITS BRANCHES

Cn tho shortest poskiblo notice, and at most reason-
. nblo prices.

Building and genornl iron work dono st Lowest Rptes.

VEHICLES BOUGHT, SOI-.—D, O EXCHANGED

W. H. would respectfully solicit a shave of nliip
patronnge.

SATIRFACTION GUARANTEED.
CUSTOM HOUSE HOTEL.
Nixen Street, Wanganui.
JOHN BRENNAN PROPRIETOR,

VERY Accommedation ean Le obtalned at this
this conveniont Hotel. Privato familes, travel-
lors, nnd tho general publie will find this well-known
Hotol furnishes overy comfort and convonicnee.
First-claus Stabling Aecommodution.
WINES axD SPIRITS oF TIIE CHOCIEST BRANDS ONLY

First-class Table kept.

Kaiwhaka TobaccoStores
WANGANUIL.

R.H. WITT = Proprietor
A 1 Tobacco of all descriptions.

Cigars of the TFinest Brands in the
Market.

THE

Cheapest Shop in Town

¥
MEDIGINES & DRUBAISTS' SUNDRIES
Is '
Dr, NEIL'S BOTANIG DISPENSARY.

Nrw AppRESs : 108, LansToN QUAY.
Q. M. HaRoIE, MANAGER.

A “"HOW"” FOR MEN'S CLOTHES,

Pointers For Brushing and Felding Coats
and Trousers.

He always looked neat and tidy, al-
though an active business man. The
ubiquitous reporter ventured to askhim
how he did it,

“1 brush them every night,” said he,
"put whislk brooms simply ruin elothes.”

“You should havea good bristle brush,
not too stiff. Then brush as often and
as much as you like, and your clothes will
Yool the better and wear the better for it.

“1 have passed through the peried of
limited means witl: which to purchase
clothing, and therefore know what econ-
omy in this sense means. Yet I always
mansaged to dress well. I brushed my
clothes every night, hung up the ceat on
two pegs instead of one, folded the tron-
gers in three, the vest in two, and laid the
trousers on the chair and the vest on the
tronsers.

I do pretty much the same at present,
When T take off a pair of trousers,]
stretch themn a bit with my hands after
folding them once with the cremse in
front, and then lay them out full length
on the shelf, or perhaps I fold them in
three and lay them on the chair. I turn
the coats inside out when [ lay them
away—not the slesves, of course. Ilet
them hang straight inside and fold the
coat once.

“Coata that | wear frequently I keep
hanging on a wire frame. Idothesame

- with the dress suit coat, though the trou-

sers of the dresssuitl lay outfulllength,
with the crease in front.

“A man can, by taking a little care of
his clothes, dress well, though he is not
inindependent circumstances inancially.
But, after all, the great thing is in wear-
ing clean linen and having theshoes pol-
ighed. The firest elocthing in the world
won't make 2 man look well if his collar
or cuffs are soiled,

“Qn the other hand, if the linen is clean
and fresh, if the clothes are well brushed
and if there is & flower in the buttomr-
hole one always leoks presentable, I
don't have my clothes pressed by the
tailor, not often at least. [ think it is
the dude that does that most, or perhaps
the man who ounly has two suits and
wants to appear something that heis not.
Such a man will be found sending his
clothes to the pressers every other day.

“Whenever a garment gets spotted I
have it cleaned. Then of course i gets
a good pressing, but that is often enough
for the iron.”

How {o Wash Lace,

Cover a bottle with fine white flannel
and tack the lace smocothly and evenly
upon it, fastening down every little
point. Shake the bottle in lukewarm
water and suds until the lace is clean,
and rinse in thesame way in clear water.
Puat it in the sun todryand dipitin
starch. Then wrap cambric about it and
put it again in the open air to dry.
‘When quite dry, untack the lace. It will
need no ironing. :

OIL PAINTINGS

THE METROPOLE
TEMPERANCE HOTEL
AND
Dining Rooms,
LAMBTON QUAY.
WELLINGTON. *

125,

THIS. HOTEL is now ready for the recep-
- ton of visitors and boarders, angd,’

beirig the only Temperance Hotel in Wel-

lingtan, should command your attention.

TARIFF: VISITORS,55.PER DAY, 255 PER WEEK,
Permanent Board as per arrangement.

D. 4. ROSS,
Proprietor,

LUNCHE FROM 12 T 2
DATLY, 18,

T. MYERS,

CARVER, GILDER & PICTURE-
FRAME MAKER.

CLEANED,
RESTORTD.

LINED AND

CHEAPEST HOUSE IN TOWN FOR EVERY DE-*
SCRIPTION OF PICTURE & SHOW CARD FRAMES.

LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON.
(CPPOSITE GOVERNMENT BULLDINGS.)

TE ARQ MUSIC WAREHOUSE.

ESTABLISHED 1886,

BEST VARIETY OF SHEET AND BOOK MUSIC
IN' WELLINGTON.

PIANOS TUNED.
The Australian Music Book, Al numbers in Stoc

EDWIN ], KING,
(Opposite Opern House,)
53 Manners Sk, Wellington,

60 CUBA STREET 60

T. ] THOMPSOY,
The -Best Vamue Ironmenger,

ALWAYS HaS
LARGE STOCKS
OF

Builders’ and Furnishing

IRONMONGERY,

Lowest Prices.

60 CUBA STREET 60

Printed and published for the Proprietors, the Fam
Pray Newspaper Compeny, Limited, by MoEEE
& GAMBLE, st their offices, 6§, Custam -Houss
Quay, Wellington, New Zealand. !
Saturday, Decernber 80 1899, - -
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