REPORT.

Tre Serecr Commrriee of the House of Representatives, appointed May 9th, 1856, * o consider the
power conferred by the Resident Maygistrates Ordinance, and the expediency of establishing New
Provincial Courts, possessing a limited civil and criminal jurisdiction,” report as follows :—

Your Committce are of opinion that the Resident Magistrates’ Court Ordinance is in many
respects defective and inefficient.

They do not consider that the best remedy for the defects of tha’g Act would be the extension of
the powers of the Resident Magistrates, but the estab}lshmen't of District Courts, at each Session of
which a certain number of the Justices of the Peace vesident within the district should attend, and to
which juries should be summoned, and required to attend in rotation.

They are of opinion that it would be inexpedient to inierfere in any way with the jurisdiction of
the Resident Magistrate over native cases; but that it is desirable to restrict their criminal jurisdiction
over Turopeans, to oftences for which an imprisonment of not more than one month, or a fine of not
more than £35, may be awarded ; and in all civil cases where a sum above £5 is claimed, to allow an
appeal by either party in the case to the District Court.

They are of opinion that a Recorder should be appointed to preside over each of such District
Courts ; that it should be lawful for the Resident Magistrate of the District to be appointed Recorder;
- and that it should be lawful to appoint the same Recorder to preside over two or more District Courts,

That these District Courts should have jurisdiction over civil cases, where the amount claimed

shall not exceed £100, and over criminal cases in which the imprisonment to be awarded shall not
exceed a term of 12 calendar months.

A Bill for carrying into effect the resolutions of your Committee has been prepared, and, on the
adoption of this Report, will be forthwith laid before the House.

JAMES MACANDREW, Chairman.

Committee Room, House of Representatives,
May 29, 1856,
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