Burdldings. Duorving the veur good progress was snade i moderizing and impaeving obd buildines
throughout the Donminton.  Gnly those that swere sovad and worth slivedions were adtewded o,
There is a good number =il requiring atfention, and these will e condt with as fime and finane
permit. Many ol the old residences were past zepaiv o fact, wore tambline down with dey e

and decay.  Neveral of these were replaced by aew modern residences during il year,

The new district headquarters station at Palmerston North s nearing complotion, and shoudd
he ready for oceupation i about, three monthy” time,

New stations arc also in course of crection at Katikati, Whakatane, Moseiol, and Owniren
(sentor sergeant’s residence).

fireetion of new buildinegs at. Rotorua, Port Chalwiers, Ofturehoa, Little River, Levin, Clive,
Oninkau, St. Heliers Bay, and Papakura has been anthortzed, and o many cases lenders have been
called for the work.

A new headquarters station is badly required at Whangarei, where an old four-romued cottage
is at present doing service as a station.  Additional Tand his heen acqueired there ol o vost of £1,000
fo permit of building a suitable suite ol oflices.

At Auckland additional Eund had 1o be acguived in order o give reasonable space to build apon.
The acquiring of the necessary land has been womewhat protracied, but has sow heen sulliciently
advanced to permit of procecding with the preparation of sketeh plins, Satisfuctory rangements
have been made to provide mmproved accommodation Tor the single men until the plans and
specifications for the new building have been complebed and ready Tor the ealling of tenders.

At Wanganui, where new district headquarters offices ave roquived, difficulty s beimg experieneed
in obtaining a foundation on our present =ite, which is a good vne, owing to the sand hottom.  This
is holding up the preparation of sketeh plans.

At New Plymouth additional land adjoining the present site lias heen secured at o eost of
£62H to provide the necessary Tand on which to ereet new oflices v ihe near fudure.

At Nelson additional land had also to be obtained, and some little difliculty has arisen i
negotiating with one owner. but it ix veaciug completion.  When this is done the sketeh-plans van
be got ready.

The offices and general accommodation at Grevmouth wre had, Sketeh-plins are now i coarse
of preparation.

Sketeh-plans are practically completed for new huildines ot Timava. The acconmmmaodation there
is also bad, but not so bad as at Greymouth,

The position in respeet of accommodation at Dunedin s diilicult, and o great amonnt of
consideration has been given to sketeh-plans for the proposed new buildings. However, i iy hoped
soon to have a complete plan ready which will meet requivements.

Police. Bawunnations. The new vegulations governing the police examinabions were pul ito
ellect for the fizst time last year.  The provision for granting a partiol pass i greatly appreciaied
by candidates. A record numiber sat for the exammuation.

Traiming-school.  The training-school has been bept at top speed doring the year.  Ax only
thirty trainees can be sceommodated ab one time we have Leen Hidle more than able to keep exisbing
vacancies filled.  Although authority was geanted last venr for an doerease of bwenty live non fo
the Foree, we have not been able to traimn that number in addition te those required Lo fill vacuicies,

Unfortunately, we have had a larger number of deaths during the past yvear than s nsnad,
In all cases death was due to natural causes.  There hax also been o number of retirenients and
resighiations.

An excellent class of recruit is offering, and no difliculty & experionced in filling vacancies
in fact, far more candidates are offering than we have vacancies. This gives the opportanity of
making o good selection.  Candidates are selected from all clisses ol professions and vocations in
life, with eredentials from the University down 1o the Sixth Standurd. Men of goud plysique,
personality, education, and possessing sound common-sense are the candidates abned ol i selecting
reeruits for tratning.  The conditions in the Service are so attractive to-day that no difficnlty
expericnced i getting the best class of recruit.

Women-police. - - Provision was made last session for the mauguration of Women  Police,
Applications are now heing received and considered.

Additions to Slaff—During the year the authorized strength of the Force was hcercased hy
9 sergeants, 1 detective-sergeant, and § constables.  These were distethuted ax follows 1 Sergeants
at Auckland, 1 at Marton, T at Paliatua, T at Wellington, | ot Chrstelineeh, and Foar Bloff o
detective-sergeant at Lower Hutt o and | constable each ot Whangarel, Otahnhol Paeaell, Thiwer,
Taihape, and Northland.

To fill vacancies due to retirements, &e., and meveases ol strengthy the follewing promotions
were made : Seven to commissioned rank, three to grade of senjor-serveant. one to grade of senior
detective, nine to rank of sergeant, and six to rank of detectivesergeant.

Io view of the fuct that the Centenniad Kxhibition s to he opened in November next and s
to coutinue for stx months, and this is to be followed Ly the vist of Their Royal Hishnesses the
Dulke and Duchess of Kent, additional pelice will he rearired to deal with the extra work that will
be thirown upon this Department. o cope with thin worke and stipply exten men for wome of the
districts where there are not suflicient. men o ineel the ealls made on the police 1 consider Lhat
provision should be made Tor thirty additional constables. The cost Tor this financial year will be
approximately £4,800.

Kxtracts from weports of officers i charge of districts are appended,
Do Coaanes,

Carmmssioner of Poliee
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