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L have the honour to submit o eeport on land-purchase operations for the year ended

3tat, Mareh, 1939,

Numerous offers to dispose of lund have been received from private owners and have been
carelully considered as to whethier purchase could be proceeded with.  Tnoa namber of cases the
properties offered were cleorly unsuitable for subdivigion ; any others oflfering prospects of subdivision
have been investigated as to price, access roading, and cost of further development, but for variows
reasons it has not been posdble to complete purchase of any properties for closer settlement during
the year.

Four parcels of Tand totalling 1,121 acres 3 roods 25 perchies have heen purchased, these areas
being acauired as additions to land already leased, and v one case as an addition to land under
development. by the Department.

The arcas of frechoid purchased during the previous year to consofidate the Grown’s position
with the Molesworth and Farndale Rung have been spelled and intensively rabbited, following the
policy adopted on the run arens. The work s having good vesults all round, and o general improve-
ment in the natural vegetation and orazing-capacity of these blocks s hecoming apparent.

On the Galatea Bstate development has reached aowtage where consolidation fs the main objective,
and operations are covered ander the heading of = Lund-development ™ in the geneeal Lands report
(parlinmentary paper Co1). On the six shave Tarms (excloding the station arens and leased fand)
479 daivy cows were mifked aad stisfactory vesulls were agoin achioved, although the prolonged
dry spell caused an eaviy fadb in production.

The Te Wera Fstade hus continued to he worked ax oo station avea, and s carrying 9,816 sheep
and 2,000 eattle. Returns lave appreciably henefited as o resuli of extensive use of cobaltized sl
lieks on this property, and the analysis into average weight of wool per sheep and percentage of
stoek losses indieates the desiability of continuing this freatment over an extended period,

Tables are attached oivivg particulars of the properties constdered o fand acquived during the
o

(
year, Logether with Statement of Becetpts and Paymients, Revenue Account, snd Balanee sheet.,

I have, L.,
.G Macmornan,
Land Purebase Controllor,
The Hono frank Tangstone. Minister of Lands.
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