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Tahle 1T shows that where strictly comparable ficures are available there is proof that, in addition
to the extraordinary development of the technical high school, which bas substituted in a large measure
full-time day training for the part-time classes envisaged in 1903, when the first regulations for junior
technical seholarships were Issued, the evening classes have also increased in numbers and importance
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Observations over a long series of years alto convince e that the general standard of work in
these evening classes has ]lkerse eradually improved, with the result that in art, in engineering, and
particularly in commerce, students are regularly prepared for the higher pmfos%lonu] examinations.

[ cannot complete this report wnhout expressing my thanks amd gratitude to yourself, to the
fuspe(‘tors of Technical Schools, and to all my fellow- officers in the E(hwatl(m Department, as well
as to the Education Boards, Technical and Second: ary School Boards, their Principals, staffs, and
teachers, who have all by their generous kindness and co- operation made the performance of my
duties a much enjoyed privilege.

NOTABLE ADVANCES DURING THE YEAR.

Perhaps the most important educational advancement during the year was made by the
appointment of Vocational Gnidance Officers and Careers Teachers. Eight Vocations! Guidance
Officers were appointed, two attached to each of the technical schools in the main centres.
and to certain selected post-primary schools Careers Teachers were appointed to work in
collaboration with the Vocational Guidance Officers; close co-operation with the Labour
Department was mdlntamui during the preliminary discussions, and the outcome has been the
establishment of a ¢ Youth centre g at each or the four main cities, where all problems relating
to educational and vocational guidance for youths are considered jointly by officers of the
Kdneation and Labour Departments. The help and co-operation of the officers of the Labour
Department are gratefully ‘1oknowledoed

Considerable difficulty has been experienced hy certain associations of technical classes,
and also by Secondary Schools Boards conducting technicul classes, in providing for all necessities
fromn the incidental allowances payable on such classes, particularly where expensive materials
were required for the classes as In plumbing, welding, wool-classing, invalid cookery, and the
like. In the ease of large schools having many classes of a theoretical type, where costs are
relatively low, allowances on the whole have heen sufficient for the needs of the school. To
mect the needs of the smaller type of technical school the regulations huave heen amended so
that in lien of incidentals caleulated in the ordinary way a straight-out grant up to a limit
of £200 may be made at the diseretion of the Minister of Hducation.

During the year consideration was given to the supply of tyvpewriting-machines for all
post-primary schools offering commercial courses, and the Government set uside a sum sufficient,
to provide four hundred machines. Distribution of some of these machines was made ftowards
the end of the financial year. and the remainder will be distributed as supplies come {orward.

The vear under review was one of great activity in technical education; many schools
passed all previous enrolment vecords, and as a consequence heavy pressure was put on both
accommodation and equipment ; and many grants were made by the Government to provide
improved accommodation and more equipment.
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