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PART TIT. SCHOOL HYGIENE.

I have the honour to report on the work of the Division of School Hygienc for the
yvear ended 31st March, 1936.

STAEE,

The personnel of the Schoel Medical and Nursing staff consists of a Director, ten
School Medieal Officers, and twenty-three Sehool Nurses. During the vear the Director was
absent for a period of eight and a half months, which time was spent in a visit to Fngland
and the Continent, opportunity heing taken to gain an insight into advances made in school
medical work. To an infrequent vigitor the improvement notcd during the last twenty-five
years on the personal care, clothing, nutrition, and general vitality of tho Liondon elementary-
school child affords striking testimony to the suecess of the comprehensive measures
undertaken to ensure the removal of physical defect and to provide opportunity for healthy
growth and dgve]opmtni Sincere appreciation is expressed of the kind reception and generous
assistance given by the Health authorities in Great Britain and elsewhere. Dr. Helen
Bakewell held the position of Acting l)'i’u‘tox of School Hygiene during Dr. Paterson’s
absence. Dr. Rlizabeth Gunn attended the Conference of the British Medical Assoeiation in
Melbourne last year, being also, when in Australia, New Zcaland delegate to the Conference of
School Medical Officers ( &uqha,i..l,n and New /ea]a‘nd).

On the East Cape Dr. Wyn Irwin acted as Medieal Officer of Health and School Medical
Officer, taking Dr. Turbott’s place while he was absent in Samoa, and carrying out the
inspeetion of Native schools among other duties. Dv. Ellen Ifeyeock was appointed to the
School Medical Staff, and, after some work in Wellington and Canterbury Distriets, is now
stationed at Gisborne.

1t was regretted that Miss Cherry, School Nurse, Christchureh, should after many years
of good work be obliged to retire on account of ill-health, Miss Lorimer, School Nurse,
Christehureh, retired on superannuation after many years of good serviee, Miss Taine being
transferred from Nelson to take up duty at Christechurch. Miss Doneghue was transferred
from the position of Matron of the Otaki Health Camp, which she filled most competently for
a period of two years and a half, to the position of School Nurse, Nelson. Miss 1. Kohn
was appointed to Dunedin to replace Miss McCormick, who was seconded for duty in Samoa.

The arrangement by which District Nurses (whether officers of this Department or of
Hospital Boards) carry out School Nursing duties has proved most satisfactory, ensuring a
better supervision of local problems. Distriet Nurses and School Nuises have worked with
interest and capability.

Fraures RELATING TO0 WORK ACCOMPLISHED IN 1935,
The following summary scrves to indicate the extent of work acecomplished during the
school period, February to December, 1935 -
Sehools inspeeted—

Of roll under 100 . .. .. .. 936
Of roll 100 to 500 .. .. .. .. 329
Of roll over 500 .. .. .. .. 104
- 1,369
Children examined-—
Complete examinations .. .. .. .. 64397
Partial examinations .. .. .. .. 3b,761
———100,158
Number of notifications sent to parents . .. Lo 41,807
Number of addresses to school-children .. . .. .. 446
Number of parents interviewed . .. .. AU B 24 )
Number of lectures or addresses to paum‘s .. . .. 25
The fieures for the work of the Schools Nurses are as loﬂmv,s: —————
Number of days assisted Medical Officer in sehools .. 1,559
Number of children examined for medieal sehedtﬂe
(H. Sch. 14) .. L. 94,842
Number of days engawed Wholly in clerlcal WOIk .. .. 909
Number of children re-examined after Medical Of{1oer S )
inspection .. .. 31,855
Number of children exammed by specml reqmst . .. 9,541
Number of visits to homes in—
Large towns .. . . .. .. 5964
Small country towns . .. . .. 1,5 98
Secattered distriets .. . .. .. 1,835
e (\ ‘)g‘
Number of children taken personally to hospital, &e. .. .. 615
Number of children taken personally to dental cliniec .. .. 151
Number of health talks given .. . .. .. .. 823
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