C.—e6. 2

Marlboroueh reservations included a small hash-elad headland at Poison Point, Kenepuru
Sound, and 462 acres at Big Bay, Endeavour Inlet.

lu the Westland band Distriet a beautiful picee of rviverflat bush on the Grey River
near Greymouth was sel apart under the Act, while an area of 668 acres was added to the
Rapahoe Range Seenie Reserve.  The latter area congists of undulating to stecp slopes
covered with dense native bash of ereat henuty, and is in full view from the Greymouth—
Westport Main Highway, It was set apart o 1! (“’ for the purposes ol the State (loal-1nines
Aet, 1901; but Deing no Tonger requived for sueh purposes the Mines Department arranged
to make it available for reservation under the Seemery Preservation Aet. Two small
reservations were made in the Tantulu distriet, South Otage eoast, in o foeality which has
heen generousty endowed with Twcuriant bush, placid sivers of outstanding  charm, and
nmgmﬁwnt seascapes of eurving bava and 1)()l<£ and rugeed headlands,

The yescrvation over thvee small portions of seenie veserves was revoked during the
vear, the total arca so dealt with amounting to 3 avres 2 voods 30 perches. In one ease an
arca of 3 seres was reloased [rom resevvation in order to inprove the feneing-line between
the reserve and the adjoining Tarm; o ancther an area of & gquarter of an aere was made
available as o site for a publiec hall; ond the thivd case was that UE a small portion of a reserve
required for publie purposes,

During the sear several imporiant (mthﬂ oS were arranged which have not been
referred to above, for the reason that the final Proelamations had not heen issued by the
end of the peviod under v In one case, that of the purehase of a fairly large avea
on the slopes of Mount Pirongia, substantial finaneial assistance was granied by the Bruce
Trustees. The areas concerned, togother with several important proposals for the rescervation
of Crown land areas i varvions parts of the Dominion, will he fully dealt with in the next
annual report.

The nuntber of geenie rescrvations i the Dominion s now 980, covering a total avea
ol over 705,000 acres,

SUPERVISIOY oF RESERVES,

During thie vear specinl Boards were appointed or veappointed as follows: The Hae
Hae Te Moana, Tapuinikau Pa, Kainta, Bverett Road, Waikaka, Taihape, Ranfurly Bay,
Mapoutahi Pa, (levedon, and Pukeamaru Range Seenic and Historie Reserve Boards.
Additional areas werve placed under the control of the Lake Ranieri and Papatowal Seenie
Boards. The Wanganui River Trust was given contvol of a reserve on the Wanganuai River,
and the Timaru Boroueh Couneil was entyusted with the ecare of a South Cantevbury
reserve.

Forty-three ladies and gentlemen were appointed henorvary inspeetors for seenie reserves
throughout the Dominion, and a ecrviificate of appointment was issued in each case. As
in previous yvears the New Zealand Tastitute of Horticulture has assisted in this matter
by nominating suitable persous for appointment.

A number of speelal imspeetions have been made by officers of the Department, and
although pressure of other work has prevenied a systematic ingpeetion of all scenic reserves
{rom being carried out, every available opportunity hag been taken of supervising as many
FOSCTVER ay p()'euzb'lv. ‘v aluable assistance has also heen given by (sfﬁ@(wm of the Btate Forest
Service, who in the eourse of their field dutios have opportunitices of observing the condition
ol seenie rescerves in loealitics where State Torests ave situated.

(lrxrrat, Conprrox o RESERVES, 11T,

Reports from the various distriets cnable me to stute that the past ycar was a very
satisfactory one from the point of view of seoncry preservation. A few small fires occurred,
hut fortunately very litfle damage was done. The extensive fires which raged throughout
the Catling distriel in the spring spresd i severnl eases to adjoining seenie reseyves.  Some
standinge bush and undersernb was damaged, but in most cases it is expected that the damage
will soon be repaired hy the natural regencration of the buslh. Tn several instances serub
had been eut dlmw the vodsides by the loeal authority, but had not been cleared away.
This helped to spread the fires considerably, The attention of the County Council has
been drawn to this matier, and their co-operation sought in preventing fires from this souree

future.

A number of applications i ning privileges within seende resorves was dealt with
doring the year. ((ms{\m was declined in two eases, and given in seven others, subjeet
to special conditions Tramed for the pratection of the reserves eoncerned.

Feneing ig reguired in o fair number of cases to proteet reserves from trespassing stock.
unds for this purpose have again been extremely 'limi'i“(,l, but it is hoped that the position
in that respeel will improve m the near tuture. It is, of course, not sufficient to aequire
seenic arcas and then leave them to lsok after themselves. They should, if they are not
protected from stock by mnatural boundavies, be securcly fenced, and a certaln amounnt of
planting should be done in suitable cases. There iy ample scope for o great deal of usetful
vork on these Hnes, and 1 is work which, when considered as it oughi to be on broad lines
of national welfarve, will velurn a real W indiveet dividend to the State.

‘i'\

CGIENTRAIL.

The Trounsen Kauri Park continues to inercase in popularity with visitors who wish
to see a kauri forest in its virgin state.  The motor (-‘:mxp mmhlmhod on an open portion
of the reserve is much appreeciated, and the faeilities provided have heen favourably
commented upon by ﬂm publie.  Tast scason Novfolk pines were planted on the northern

bhoundavy of the park, These are showing new crowth, and will in fime give mueh needed
sheller to that portion of the Torest that was so sov erely damaged by the heavy gales. The

experiment of transplanting young kauris from the main forest to the dnm(.ﬁod area gave
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