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During the last two vears abnormally long periods of wet weather have oceasioned considerable
Joss fhmuuh “Dblack pod 7 disease, and the Administration are keeping in touch with research in other
countries with a view to the appiication of any fresh methods of treatment that may become available.

Bananas continue to be a source ol assistance to both Buropean and Native producers in augmenting
their diminished returns from their main prodacts.  Towards the middle of 1932 it became necessary
to reduce the local price to 2s. per case of fruit supplied, but at the commencement of 1933 it was
possible for this to be increased to 3s.  Production was affected hy reduced demand in the New
Zealand market.

Particulars of the banana-export scheme are given in the report on trade, at page 9.

Rubber (Hevea Braziliensis) is planted to some extent, and export of a good-quality smoked sheet
reached 167 tons in 1928.  Owing to very low value, there is no pm(lu(‘rmn at present.

In 1931 the Kuropean producers of the territory formed themselves into o Planters’ Association,
from which the Administration receive muech assistance.

XX, - -MINES,

There are no mines nor any known mineral deposits of value in the territory.

XXUHL—POPULATION.
Statistics for the calendar year 1932 arve as follow
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Chinese labourers .. 714 .. .. ’[ AU .. .. o1l . 638 | .. — 76
Melanesian  labourers 129 | ! 2., .. .. o8 .. 119 | 1] — 10
and dependants i | |
—— e e vt e e |
\“3 871 302,255 .. 669 0 583 } 707 ' 530 24,215 : 22,625 |
‘ | 1 (24,948) | (22,871)
‘ S S — . — e _Y__J S —
Totals . 46,023 1,359 557 S179 0 1,252 1,237 46,840 -817
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These ficures have been based on returns received over the period since last census, on 3lst
o . 3
December, 1925, but a count of the popubaion taken in cowrse of the vaws campalgn now gives a
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Native population at 31zt December, 19320 2s shown in parentheses above, indicating that the
statistics have been conservative.

The Samoan Native population is increasing steadily, the present total being 31 per cent. above
that of ten years ago.

XXIV--PUBLIC WORKS.

Buildings maintenanee was attended to, and the year closed with buildings generally in good

order.

S

some 116 chains were rebuilt and macadamized in
affered <<=w-s‘<=]\' from abnormally wet weather
which necessitated constant attention.

Roads were maintained in good condit
preparation for bitwminous surfacing.
throughout the monthe of December to dare

A steel bridee at Solosolo was renewed to about 60 per cent. of the structure, and thirteen other
. o ;
bridges weve repaired.
fome 5O lineal feet of the seawall at &pla was replaced, having been damaged by heavy seas
carly n the year.

The hydro-clectrie servies continuned {o {unction saitsfaetorily,
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