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Dominion, or whether this must be done by an Act of the Parliament of the
United Kingdom.

114. The existing situation of control in the United Kingdom of Admiralty
Courts in the Dominions is not in accord with the present constitutional status of
the Dominions, and should be remedied.

115. Our recommendation is that each Dominion in which the Colonial Courts
of Admiralty Act, 1890, is in force should have power to repeal that Act.

116. Our general conclusions on the operation of the Colonial Laws Validity
Act, 1865, and reservation and disallowance are applicable to the Colonial Courts of
Admiralty Act, 1890. As soon as the legislation necessary to give effect to these
recommendations is passed each Dominion will be free to repeal, if and when desired,
the Colonial Courts of Admiralty Act, 1890, in so far as that Act relates to that
Dominion, and may then establish Admiralty Courts under its own laws.

117. We think it highly desirable to emphasize that so far as is possible there
should be uniform jurisdiction and procedure in all Admiralty Courts in the British
Commonwealth of Nations, subject, of course, to such variations as may be required
in matters of purely local or domestic interest.

118. His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom have recently signed
the International Conventions with regard to mortgages and liens and limitation
of liability which were prepared at Brussels, and in this connection we would point
out that the following resolution was passed by the Imperial Conference, 1926 :—

“The Imperial Conference notes with satisfaction that progress which
has been made towards the unification of maritime law in regard to the
limitation of shipowners’ liability and to maritime mortgages and liens
by the preparation at Brussels of draft International Conventions on these
subjects, and, having regard particularly to the advantages to be derived
from uniformity, commends these Conventions to the consideration of the
Governments of the various parts of the Kmpire.”

119. To enable these Conventions to be ratified considerable changes will be
necessary in the existing law in the United Kingdom with regard to Admiralty
matters. We think it desirable that all Dominions should consider the changes
proposed by the Conventions, and if the Dominions or any of them adopt them,
the opportunity might be taken, having regard to the fact that the new legislation
will be necessary, of endeavouring to come to some agreement.that uniformity
should exist upon all matters of Admiralty jurisdiction and procedure, and for this
purpose it would seem that the law of the United Kingdom might form a useful
basis for such an agreement. »

3. RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO LEGISLATION TO BE ENACTED BY THE PARLIAMENT
oF THE UNITED KINGDOM WITH RESPECT TO SECTIONS 735 AND 736 OF THE
MrrcHANT SHIPPING AcT, 1894, AND THE COLONIAL COURTS OF ADMIRALTY
Act, 1890.

120. The clauses which we have recommended to be enacted by the Parliameut
of the United Kingdom with relation to the extra-territorial operation of Dominion
legislation_and the Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865, are intended to be applicable
to Merchant Shipping legislation and the Colonial Courts of Admiralty Act, 1890,
as well as to other legislation of the Parliament of the United Kingdom.

121. The Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, by section 735, now confers upon the
Parliament of a Dominion a limited power of repeal. The power of repeal with
regard to Merchant Shipping Acts under the new position will, however, be covered
by the wider power of repeal contained in the general clause which we have
recommended. . '

122. Moreover, sections 735 and 736 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, and
sections 4 and 7 of the Colonial Courts of Admiralty Act, 1850, contain provisionsg
for reservation which should no longer be applicable to legislation passed by a
Dominion Parliament.

123. In order to make the above position clear and to reiove any doubts which
may exist, we recommend that a clause in the following terus should be inserted
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