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In the light of this governing consideration the committee agreed that the general
principle PXpleE;SGd in relation to treaty negotiations in Section V (a) of this repOIt
which is indeed already to a large extent in force, might usefully be adopted as a
guide by the Governments (,on(‘erned in future in all negotiations affecting foreign
relations falling within their respective spheres.

(d) Issue of Erxequaturs to Foreign Consuls in the Dominions.

A question was raised with regard to the practice regarding the issue of
exequaturs to Consuls in the Dominions. The general practice hitherto, in the.
case of all appointments of Consuls de Carriére in any part of the British hmplre
has been that the foreign Government concerned notifies His Majesty’s Govern-
ment m Great Britain, ’chrough the diplomatic channel, of the proposed appoint-
ment, and that, movuieu that it is clear that the person concerned is in fact a
Consul de Carriére, steps have been taken, without further formality, for the issue
of His Majesty’s exequatur. In the case of Consuls other than those de Carriére. it
has been customary for some time past to consuit the Dominion (lovernment
concerned before the issue of the exequatur.

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs informed us that His Majesty’s

rovernment in Great Britain accepted the suggestion that in future any applica-
tion by a foreign Government for the issue of an exequatur to any person who was
to act as Consul in a Dominion should be referred to the Dominion Government
concerned for consideration, and that, if the Dominion Government agreed to the
issue of the exequatur, it would be sent to them for counter- swnafcure by a
Dominion Minister. Instructions to this effect had indeed already been given.

(e) Channel of Communication between Dominion Governments and Foreign
Governments.

We took note of a development of special interest which had occurred since
the Tmperial Conference last met—viz.. the appointment of a Minister Plenipotentiary
to represent the interests of the Irish Free State in Washington, which was now
about to be followed by the appointment of a diplomatic representatwe af Canada.
We felt that most fruitful results could be anticipated from the co-operation of
His Majesty’s representatives in the United States of America, already initiated,
and now further to be developed. In cases other than those where Dominion
Ministers were accredited to the Heads of Foreign States, it was agreed to be
very desirable that the existing diplomatic channels should continue to be nsed,
as between the Dominion Governments and foreion (fovernments, in matters of
general and political concern.

VI. Sysrem or CoMMUNICATION AND CONSULTATION.

Sessions of the Imperial Conference at which the Prime Ministers of Great
Britain and of the Dominions are all able to be present cannot, from the nature
of things, take place very frequently. The system of communication and con-
sultation between Conferences becomes therefore of special importance. We
reviewed the position now reached in this respect with special reference to the
desirability of arranging that closer personal touch should be established between
Great Britain and the Dominions, and the Dominions inter se.  Such contact alone
can convey an impression of the atmosphere in which official correspondence Is
conducted. Development, in this reqpect, seems particularly necessary in relation
to matters of major importance in foreign affairs where expedition is often
essential, and urgent decision necessary. A special aspect of the question of
consultation which we considered was that concerning the representation of Great
Britain in the Dominions. By reason of his constitutional position, as explained
in Section IV (b) of this leport the Governor-General is no longer the representa-
tive of His Majesty’s Government in (ireat Britain. There is no one therefore in
the Dominion capitals in a position to represent with authority the views of His
Majesty’s Government in Great Britain. ,

We summed up our conclusions in the following Resolution, which is sub-
mitted for the consideration of the Conference :—

“The Governments represented at the Imperial Conference are impressed
with the desirability of developing a system of personal contact, both in London
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