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and the wall of the well.  When the cement had all heen forced out of the casing the top plug came down and met
the top of the tapered plig, this stuge in the operation being marked by a sudden rise in the prestire agaivst which
the pumps were working. The plugs and rock used in making the " bridge © were drilled out. and, after cleaniny
out the hole to bottom. bailing was commenced, and on the 13th October an exeellent show of oil was obtained.
A considerable amount of gas was also i evidence, and when the level of the fluid in the well was lowered suffi-
ciently by means of boiling. the gas-pressure Dlew the rest of the material out of the well, careying with it a spray
consisting of ofl and water. Tt was thought at first that ihis water had been absorbed by the coarse sand at
2,100 ft. during the operations of driling and cementing, bat after waiting some few days in the hope that it
would exhaust itself, the conclusion bad 1o be aceepted that it was natural water issuing {from some fissure or bed of
sand below the point at which the casing was set. The pressure of the gas in this lower sand was 375 1h. to the
square inch- not much more than half the pressure of the gns met with at 1,555 ft. This differcnce in gas-pressute
serves to prove that there is no fault or leak in the 10dn. casing or in the cement, otherwise on shutting in the
well the full pressure of 625 b would have been developed.  The vesnlts obtained 5 the vivinity of the 2,300 1.
horizon feil fur short of anticipation, for while a nice <how of ofl was wot in the sand at 2,130 {t.. and oil was scen
all the way down fo about 2600 (¢, production ei o commerciad seide was never realized. O one oceasion, after
the well had been standing idle for six hours, about fonr bartels of oil were bailed, and altogether the oil so
bailed and blown out from time to time by gas or otherwise bronght to surface may have approximated sixty or
seventy barrels.  The oil when sampled was found to be of excellent quality ——similar in general character to that
obtained from old wells in the locality.

It is proposed to continue this well down to atout 4.200 ft. with the object of testing the sands, *he existence
of which had been detonstrated in the Blenheim Well,

Sulphur.

The White Ishund gricallurad Chemical Comprny ( Limited. j— Receiving and transmitting wireless is in operation,
with masts 57 ft. high, making the station one of the maost powerful in the North Island. A bathhouse has been
crected near the welloand the men can daily indulge in the luxury of a warm shower.  Properly constructed latrines
are situated inthe timber near the camp. The company has provided a completely equipped medical stores chest
under the care of a trined man. There bas been no sickness and only o very few minor aceidents.  Every man
before procecding to the island is medically examined. and the company is jully covered against accident and sickness
by a policy with the South British fusurance Company (Limited). 300 tons ¢f high-grade sulphur were fossicked out
in the first six weeks from suiface deposits in and near the fat contiguous to Crater and Wilson Bays.  Of this,
100 tens were shipped to Auckland and has lignified out at 998 per cent. pure: the balance is on hand.  This
work was done during prospecting by any men who conld he gpared from the urgent work of trail-cutting and erceting
camp. - Atraverse eut 10 ftowides S ftodeep, and 150 yards Tong has been opened up across the erator-bed, cunning
north and south 100 yards west of Troup Head.,  This was done =0 as to get down to the level of the old crater-bed
(as it existed price to the disaster).  Only voleanic mud was expeeted throughout this arca until the old bed was
reached, but heavy showings of sulphur were found. and all the material 1aken out apalyses similar to the original
fertilizer, varying only in actnal sulpbur content. The bottom of the cut is still 5 ft. above the old crater-level,
Time will he given this cut to cool before going deeper. Ten tunncks or open cuts have heen driven into Kast
CHIT near the Wilson Bay side and into Tronp Head. These vary in depth from 10 it. to 25 ft. and are remarkably
uniform in solphur content. The clitis are alive and very het. so wock has to stop from time to {ime as the tunnelx
procecd in order to let the materind cool. Inoseversl cases there was struck rock sulphur of 95 per cont. purity,
A hopper dump hax been cleared at Crater Bay buttress. and this place is new connected with the Troup Head
workings by a well-graded 2 ft. gauge tram-line. Some 400 vards have already been laid. and the rails and sleepers
have been landed for two extensions. A grade has also been commoenced at East Cliff, many deep cuttings having
to be made to get the tramway up to the workings-dump. It having been decided to concentrate on the winning of
the mineral fertilizer, men have boen kept excavating, and thore is now 500 tons of fine-quality fertilizer on the
dump at Troup Head.  This is constantly being added to.  In coarse of quarrying, when pure rock sulphur is come
upon, this is seperately dumped in sueh a way as to interfere as little as possible with the Troup Head deposit. A
dump-site has been blasted out of the adjoining rock, and the tramway runs immediately under the dump.

It 3s reported after 2 reccst survey that the vuano deposits are very much more extensive than originally
supposed.  The perpendicular diffs on the north side of the island and north-west Point ave eapped with desertedd
rookeries centuries old and some showing 40 ft. faces. The upper strata has become timber-covered. and this timber
«ais honeycombed with the burrows of countless thousands of mutton-birds (the grey-headed puffin).  Sampling
of the guane from all depths and from all the Leds is neatly completed, and those surface samples already analysed
nrie wetory in manurial value. With the exception of fowr rookeries between Crater Bay and Bungalow Beach,
the beds are in exposed positions. but over deep water.  Speeial shoots or towers will have to be constructed for
Joading.  When the present buttress and grid have been completed and are in operation the company can safely
count on continnous and regular shipping except in such severe weather as makes Crater Bay unworkable.  Seven
weeks from the date of commencing operations 100 tons of sulphur were shipped to Auckland.  This consignment of
sulphur cost £3 19s. &d. per ton on wharf, Auckland: it liquified out Y98 per cent. pure. Tt was decided to
purchase a suitable site for the works and to handle the loeal fertilizer trade at the Port of Tauranga. These works
comprise & crushing and bagging plant @nd are under coustruction at the preseut time. The site, including an old
building (45 ft. by 110 fi.). covers one-third of an acre, has foreshore rights. and is conveniently situated at The Spit,
Tauranga, and adjacent to the main-line station.  Access of 7ft. of water will be given by a light jetty to be
constructed nest month,

The average wages on the mainland are 156 6d. per day. and on the island 165, The mamber of men employed
is twenty-five,

Aecidents,

One fatal accident and one serious but non-fatal accident oceuered during the vear.

Frtal Aceident, Waihi Mine—William Angell, married man, aged 63 years, died in the local Hospital on the
23rd July, 19235, as a result of being struck on the head by o falling beam on the 22nd July.  Deceased, who had been
cmploved by the above-named company for twenty:cight years attending to the delivery of blunt tools and sceing
that the sharp tools were sent down to different contractors, was sitting having his erib, and rose with the object of going
over 1o the other inen, who were sitting on the other side of the building, and had just got under a beam, 6 in. by 4 in.
which rests on top of the principals 21 ft. above. and is used to lift the cover off one of the drill-sharpening machines set
direetly underncath this beam, when o sudden gust of wind occurved, which struck the building, eausing the beam
fo fall. striking deceased on the head and seviously fracturing his skull. My inspection disclosed the fact that the
prineipals, which are 6 in. in width, had warped, due to the heat from the furnaces used to heat the drills. One end
of the beam had two skewered nails driven into the principal, but on the other end, owing to the principal having
warped, was only resting on 3in. and not nailed, and it is quite evident that the gust of wind struck the building
with such force that it lifted this beam out of position and caused it to fall on deceased. At an inquiry the following
verdiet was returned and with which 1 agree : * Willlam Henry Angell died at Waihi on the 24th duly, 1925, from
injuries 1eceived by a falling of an overhead beam in the Waihi Gold-mining Company’s workshop on the 22nd July,
1925, and that the said beam that fell was not properly secured, and that in our opinion all overhead heams and
stagings should be securely cleated and bolted.” ’

Serious Accident, Waithi Mine.- On the afternoon of the 10th June a timberman named Joseph Mannix lost his
little finger and next finger of his left hand.  Mannix and his mate, G. Leather, were engaged repairing an old pass
on the Royal lode, and whilst in the act of replacing a cribbing Mannix voticed a detonator in the old filling. He
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