H.—18. 2

PENSION LEGISLATION.

During the year legislation was embodied in the Finance Act, 1920, amending certain of the
provisions relating to war, old-age, Maori War, and miners’ pensions

The War Pensions Amendment provided for the setting-up of an Appeal Board, on purely
medical grounds, to deal with appeals by soldiers who are not satisfied with the amount of pension
allowed them, and others refused a pension by the Pensions Board on the grounds that death or
disablement was not held to be due to or aggravated by war service. The Appeal Board has already
been constituted, and has dealt with a number of appeals lodged throughout the Dominion.

An increased expenditure of £50,000 per annum was authorized to be expended on totally dis-
abled soldiers; and the War Pensions Board has disbursed this amount between soldiers in hospital,
totally blinded soldiers, soldiers with double amputations, and those totally disabled and in receipt
of full pensions.

The old-age-pension bonus of £13 per annum, provided purely as a war measure, was incorporated
in the statutory pension, and the rights of pensmners to various exemptlons under the Act were
extended.

Miners’ pensions payable under the Miner’s Phthlsls Act, ‘1915, were increased, in the case of
married men and widowers with children under the age of fourteen years to £1 15s. a weck, and 1n
the case of unmarried men to £1 B5s. a week. A further special concession made in respect of miners’
pensions is that no instalment shall be forfeited in respect of any period of absence from New Zealand
which does not exceed two years.

Military pensions payable to veterans of the Maori War have been increased from £36 to £49 per
annum. This means that those pensioners who were unable to qualify for the bonus granted as a
war measure, on account of excessive income, now receive the full amount without restriction. As
in the case of miners’ pensions, those in receipt of the Maori War pension are also permitted to be
absent from New Zealand for a period not exceeding two years without forfeiting instalments.

Special provision was made in the Appropriation Act, 1920, exempting the cost-of-living bonus
payable to superannuated Civil servants from being taken into account in calculating the amount of
pension payable to old-age and widow pensioners.

WAR PENSIONS,
Totar CraiMs LODGED TO DATE.

_— ‘ From Soldiers, |From Dependants,

From 1Ist Septembcr, 1915, to 3lst March, 1916 . . 798 681
Year 1916-17 .. . .. 3,958 2,017
Year 1917-18 .. . . . . . 8,148 3,154
Year 1918-19 . .. .. .. .. .. 14,749 5,292
Year 191920 . o . .. .. .. 11,493 3,990
Year 1920-21 .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,081 1,878

Totals .. .. .. .. .. .. 40,227 17,612

Gross ANNUAL VALUE OF ALL PENSIONS GRANTED TO DATE.

_— Number. Annual Value. ]é\ver'a,ge

ension.
£ £
From 1st Svptembm 1915, to 3lst March, 1916 .. 1,214 56,488 46
Yecar 1916-17 .. . .. 5,316 285,707 53
Year 1917-18 .. .. .. .. . 10,587 780,057 73
Year 1918-19 .. .. .. .. .. 16,954 1,167,081 68
Year 191920 .. .. .. . .. 15,183 872,627 57
Year 1920-21 .. . .. . .. 2,457 163,713 66
Totals .. .. .. . 61,711 3,325,673 64

NoTE.—The number of pensions granted as shown herein does not include children’s pensions,
the values of which, however, form part of the pensions payable to parents (or guardians), and are
included in the annual-values total.

SUMMARY OF ANNUAL LiABILITY AT THE 31sT MarcH, 1921.

Class of Pension. ’ { Number. Annual Value. %:;:iao%:
£ £
Soldiers (permanent) .. . . . 3,215 183,032 57
Soldiers (temporary) .. . o .. 19,133 1,044,821 55
Dependants (temporary) .. .. .. 1,371 91,149 66
Widows of soldiers . .. . 2,034 226,932 112
Other dependants of deceased soldiers .. . 6,011 202,931 34

Totals .. el srer | 1,148,865 55
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